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C˛ KthW≥kpw kmaqly

im‡oIcWhpw

cRvPnXv talvX

\qX\ Bib hn\nab tkh\ kt¶Xßƒ {]tbmP\s∏SpØn hnhc

hn\nabw, tkh\ \n¿hlWw F∂nhbn¬ Imcy£aX, ^e{]m]vXn,

kpXmcyX F∂nh Dd∏phcpØp∂ kmaqly im‡oIcW {]{InbbmWv

C˛ KthW≥kv.  C‚¿s\‰v irwJebpsS klmbØmep≠mb kmaqlnI

hf¿®bnse G‰hpw {it≤bamb hnIk\amWv C˛ KthW≥kns‚ DZbw.

P\m[n]Xy cmPyßfnse Kh¨sa‚pIƒ ]n¥pScp∂ {]mXn\n[y`cW

kwhn[m\Øn\p Iogn¬ C˛KthW≥kn\v {]tXyI {]m[m\yap≠v.

BtKmfXeØn¬ thƒUv sshUv sh∫ns‚ Bhn¿`mhtØmsS hnhn[

Kh¨sa‚pIƒ hnhc kmt¶XnI hnZKv[sc IqSpXembn `cW

\n¿∆lWØn¬ B{ibn®pXpSßnbXv sXmÆqdpIfnemWv.  AXn\p tijw

kmt¶XnI hnZybpw C˛KthW≥kv kwcw`ßfpw hfsctbsd ]ptcmKan®p.

C‚¿s\‰v, samss_¬ t^m¨, F∂nhbpsS apt∂‰w hgn ]pXnb kmt¶XnI

hnZyIƒ NqjWw sNøp∂Xn\v ]uc∑m¿ ]Tn®p XpSßn.  Aßs\

C˛kn‰nk¨jn∏v Ct∏mƒ GXm≠v km¿h{XnIambncn°p∂p.

C¥ybn¬ 1960 IfpsS Ahkm\Ønepw 70 IfpsS XpS°ØnepamWv

{]Xntcm[w, kmºØnI Bkq{XWw, tZiob It\jpamcn IWs°Sp∏v,

sXcs™Sp∏v , \nIpXn ]ncnhv XpSßnb taJeIfn¬

Iºyq´¿hXv°cWØneqsS C˛KthW≥kv Bcw`n°p∂Xv.  1990 IfpsS

XpS°Øn¬ C˛KthW≥kv Ipsd°qSn hn]peambn.  {Kmaßfn¬

tkh\ßƒ FØn°p∂Xns‚ `mKambn kzImcytaJebnepw k∂≤
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kwLS\Ifnepw hnhc kmt¶XnI hnZybpsS {]tbmKw

\S∏m°ns°m≠mbncp∂p CXv.  BZyw Iºyq´¿hXv°cWØn\mbncp∂p

Du∂¬.  ]n∂oSv IqSpX¬ Iºyq´dpIsf XΩn¬ _‘n∏n°p∂ irwJe,

AXphgn tiJcn°p∂ hnhcßƒ ]ckv]cw ]¶phbv°p∂Xn\p≈

tkh\ßƒ F∂nhbv°pw XpS°ambn.  Imcy£aX, kpXmcyX, hnizmkyX

F∂nh Dd∏m°ns°m≠v, F√m Kh¨sa‚ v tkh\ßfpw Xmßmhp∂

sNehn¬ km[mcW°m¿°pw {]m]yam°pI F∂ e£ytØmsS 2006 sabv

amkØnemWv \mjW¬ C˛KthW≥kv πm≥ (F≥.C.Pn.]n)

\S∏nemhp∂Xv.

C∂v tI{µ, kwÿm\, {]mtZinI Kh¨sa‚ v Xeßfnembn

F≥.C.Pn.]n˛bn¬ 27 ]≤XnIfpw Ahsb klmbn°m≥ F´v

hn`mKßfpap≠v.   tI{µ XeØn¬ hcpam\ \nIpXn, IÃwkv, A_vImcn,

]mkvt]m¿´ v F∂nhbpw kwÿm\XeØn¬ `qtcJIƒ, Irjn,

C˛Unkv{SnIvSv F∂nhbpw ]©mbØv, ap\nkn∏men‰n F∂nh {]mtZinI

XeØnepw {]h¿Øn°p∂p.

CXp hgn hnhn[ Kh¨sa‚ v hIp∏pIfn¬ tkh\ßfpsS Imcy£aX

]Xn∑Sßv h¿≤n°pIbpw Bibhn\nab sNehv IpØs\ XmgpIbpw H∏w

kpXmcyX h¿≤n°pIbpw sNbvXp.  s]mXp P\Øn\mIs´, Hm¨sse≥

hgn ]Ww ASbv°¬, B\pIqeyßƒ°v At]£Iƒ ka¿∏n°¬

XpSßnbhbpw hnZqc hnZym`ymkw, sSensaUnkn≥ F∂nßs\ k¶o¿Wamb

taJebnse tkh\ßfpw A\mbmkw e`n°p∂Xn\pw CXv D]Icn®p.

ASpØ ImeØv Kh¨sa‚ v C˛KthW≥kv hgn kzoIcn® Nne

\S]SnIƒ Xmsg kqNn∏n°p∂p.

]l¬ ]≤Xn

]mNIhmXI D]t`m‡m°ƒ°p≈ k_vknUn t\cn´v \¬Ip∂

(Un._n.Sn.F¬) ]≤Xn 2013 Pq¨ 1˛\mWv XpSßnbXv.  BZyw 291

Pn√Ifnembncp∂p ]≤Xn \S∏m°nbXv.  ]pXnb Kh¨sa‚mIs´ ]≤Xn°v

ImtemNnXamb ]cnjvIcWw \SØn 2014 \hw_¿ 14 apX¬ 54 Pn√Ifnembn

2.5 tImSn hoSpIfn¬ \S∏nem°n.  ]cnjvIcn® Cu ]≤XnbpsS c≠mw

L´w 2015 P\phcn 1 apX¬ cmPysØ F√m Pn√Ifnepw Bcw`n®n´p≠v.
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Cu ]≤Xnbn¬ tNcm≥ B{Kln°p∂h¿ AhcpsS B[m¿ \ºcpw

_m¶v A°u≠v \ºcpw F¬.]n.Pn I¨kyqa¿ \ºcpambn _‘n∏n°Ww.

B[m¿ Im¿Uv C√mØh¿ _m¶v A°u≠v AhcpsS 17 A° F¬.]n.Pn

sFUn \ºcpambn t\cn´v _‘n∏n°Ww.  D]t`m‡mhv Hcn°¬ Cu

]≤Xnbn¬ tN¿∂m¬ Abmƒ°v hn]Wnhnebv°v knen≠¿ e`n°pIbpw

k_vknUn t\cn v́ _m¶v A°u≠n¬ FØpIbpw sNøpw.  CXp{]Imcw

BZy knen≠¿ _p°v sNøptºmƒ Xs∂ ]≤Xnbn¬ tNcp∂

D]t`m‡mhns‚ _m¶v A°u≠nte°v 568 cq] ap≥Iq¿ FØp∂p.  CXv

D]tbmKn®v hn]Wn hnebv°v knen≠¿ hmßmw.  knen≠dn\p e`n°p∂

k_vknUn IqSmsXbmWv Cu B\pIqeyw.  D]t`m‡m°ƒ°v knen≠¿

e`n°p∂ k_vknUn IqSmsXbmWv Cu B\pIqeyw.  D]t`m‡m°ƒ°v

knen≠¿ e`n°p∂Xn\p≈ AhcpsS ap≥KW\m{Iaw Adnbp∂Xn\v Hmtcm

L´Ønepw samss_en¬ Fkv.Fw.Fkv ktµihpw e`n®psIm≠ncn°pw.

Cu kuIcyw e`n°p∂Xn\v F√m F¬.]n.Pn D]t`m‡m°fpw AhcpsS

samss_¬ \º¿ hnXcW°mcpsS ]°¬ cPnÃ¿ sNøWw.  cmPysØ 676

Pn√Ifnse 15.3 tImSn D]t`m‡m°ƒ°v Cu ]≤XnbpsS B\pIqeyßƒ

e`n°pw.  \nehn¬ 6.5 tImSn D]t`m‡m°ƒ (43 iXam\w) Cu ]≤Xnbn¬

AwKambn´p≠v.  Ah¿°v k_vknUn XpI _m¶v A°u≠neqsS e`n°p∂p.

k_vknUn XpI bXm¿∞ Km¿lnI D]t`m‡mhn\p Xs∂ e`n°p∂p

F∂v Dd∏m°m\mWv t\cn´p≈ k_vknUn hnXcWw Bkq{XWw

sNbvXncn°p∂Xv.  CXphgn cmPyØns‚ s]mXp kºØmWv em`n°p∂Xv.

AXn\m¬ F√m F¬.]n.Pn D]t`m‡m°fpw Cu ]≤Xnbn¬

AwKßfmth≠Xp≠v.

cmPysØ 20 e£w F¬.]n.Pn D]t`m‡m°ƒ°mbn 2014 Unkw_¿

30 hsc 624 tImSn cq] k_vknUnbn\Øn¬ hnXcWw sNbvXp Ign™p.

Cu ]≤Xnbn¬ B¿s°¶nepw k_vknUn Bhiyans√¶n¬ Abmƒ°v

AXv kzta[bm Dt]£n°mw.  2016 am¿®v apX¬ C¥ym Kh¨sa‚ v

CXn\mbpw {]NmcWw Bcw`n®n´p≠v.  G{]n¬ amkw hsc GItZiw Hcp

tImSntbmfw BfpIƒ k_vknUn Dt]£n®p Ign™p.

UnPn‰¬ C¥y

cmPym¥c t{_mUv _m≥Uv e`yX, samss_¬ IW£≥ XpSßnb

]XmIm \uI ]≤XnIfn¬ kw`hn® ImeXmakw ]cnlcn°m≥
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kzoIcn®ncn°p∂ ]pXnb ]≤XnbmWv UnPn‰¬ C¥y kwcw`w.  s]mXp

taJem ÿm]\ßfmb _n.Fkv.F≥.F¬, sdbn¬sS¬, ]n.Pn.kn.sF.F¬

XpSßnbh hgnbp≈ t\cn´p≈ sNehgn°¬ \nb{¥n°pw.  AtXkabw

C¥ybnse P\kwJybn¬ 68 iXam\hpw Pohn°p∂

{KmaoWtaJebntebv°v tkh\ßƒ Hm¨sse\mbn G¿s∏SpØpw.

UnPn‰¬ C¥y ]≤Xn e£yanSp∂Xv CeIvt{SmWnIv tkh\ßƒ,

D¬]∂ßƒ, \n¿ΩmWw, sXmgnehkcßƒ XpSßnbhbpsS ka{K

hf¿®bmWv.  CXv {][m\ambpw aq∂v taJeIfnemWv:

* UnPn‰¬ kwhn[m\w F√mh¿°pw D]tbmK  tbmKyam°pI.

* tkh\ßfpw `cW \n¿∆lWhpw kab_‘nXhpw

Imcy£ahpam°pI.

* ]uc∑msc UnPn‰¬ taJebn¬ im‡oIcn°pI.

CeIvt{SmWnIvkv B≥Uv C≥^¿taj≥ hIp∏mWv Cu ]≤Xn

GtIm]n∏n°p∂Xv.  hnhn[ tI{µ a{¥mebßfpw hIp∏pIfpw CXnt\mSv

klIcn°p∂p≠v.  {][m\a{¥nbmWv UnPn‰¬ C¥ybpsS \nco£W

IΩn‰n sNb¿am≥.    \nehnep≈ F√m C˛KthW≥kv kwcw`ßfpw

UnPn‰¬ C¥ybpsS XXzßfpambn tbmPn®p t]mIØ° hn[Øn¬

\hoIcn®n´p≠v.  CXphgn F√m {Kma ]©mbØpIsfbpw XΩn¬

_‘n∏n°pI F∂XmWv Kh¨sa‚ns‚ e£yw.  {Kmaßfn¬ ss^_¿

H]v‰n°¬ tI_nfpIƒ hgn ]ckv]c irwJeIƒ Hcp°p∂Xn\v Kh¨sa‚ v

s]mXptaJem ÿm]\ßsf \ntbmKn®ncn°pIbmWv.  {Kmaßfn¬ H∂S¶w

C‚¿s\‰v irwJe ÿm]n°m≥ tijnbp≈ tkh\ZmXm°sfbmWv

Kh¨sa‚ v Ct∏mƒ At\zjn°p∂Xv.  BZyL´Øn¬ ss^_¿ H]v‰n°¬

irwJe ÿm]n°s∏SWw.  F∂m¬ kzImcy taJebnep≈ C¥y≥

Iº\nIƒ hfcp∂ C¥y≥ kºZv hyhÿbntem, UnPn‰¬ C¥y

kwcw`Øntem kmt¶XnI hnZy sNehgn°m≥ henb Xmev]cyw

{]ISn∏n°msX \n¬°p∂p.  X∑qew Iºyq´dpIfpw A\p_‘

D]IcWßfpw hmßp∂Xn\pw kmt¶XnI D]tZi tkh\ßƒ°pw

a‰pambn C¥ybpsS sNehv 2016˛17 kmºØnIh¿jw 12 iXam\w I≠v

Dbcpw F∂mWv dnt∏m¿ v́.  Cu C\Ønep≈ C¥ybpsS sNehv 2015˛¬ 2.08

e£w tImSnbmbncp∂p.  CXv 2016˛¬ 2.32 Dw 2017˛¬ 2.59 Dw tImSn cq]

Bbn Dbcpw.  CXn¬ C¥y≥ Iº\nIƒ G‰hpw IqSpX¬ XpI
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sNehgn°p∂Xv Iºyq´¿ lm¿UvshbdpIƒ hmßp∂Xn\mhpw.  F∂m¬

hm¿Ømhn\nab D]IcWßƒ°p≈ sNehv kmhImiØnembncn°pw

h¿≤n°pI.

cmPysØ 100,000 {Kma ]©mbØpIsf ss^_¿ H]v‰n°¬ irwJe

sIm≠v _‘n∏n°Wsa∂mbncp∂p 2014˛-15˛¬ tI{µ Kh¨sa‚ v BZyw

\n›bn®ncp∂Xv.  AXv ]n∂oSv 50,000 Bbn Npcp°n.  F∂m¬ tZiob

H]v‰n°¬ ss^_¿ irwJebn¬ 20,000 {Kma]©mbØpIsf XΩn¬

_‘n∏n°m≥ am{Xsa CXphsc Ign™p≈p.  CXns\ ]n∂oSv `mcXvs\‰v

F∂v ]p\¿\maIcWw sNbvXp.  HutZymKnI tcJIƒ {]Imcw 2015

Unkw_¿ hsc 32,272 {Kma]©mbØpIsf _‘n∏n®psIm≠v 76,624

Intemao‰¿ ss^_¿ tI_nfpIƒ ÿm]n®n´p≠v.  cmPysØ F√m

hoSpIfnepw ÿm]\ßfnepw 2017 BIptºmtgbv°pw sk°‚n¬ 2 apX¬

20 hsc saKm ss_‰v tijnbp≈ t{_mUv_m‚ v IW£≥ e`yam°pI

F∂XmWv `mcXv s\‰v ]≤XnbpsS e£yw.

UnPn‰¬ C¥ybpsS Iognse Nne ]≤XnIƒ NphsS:

1. UnPn‰¬ tem°¿ kwhn[m\w:-̨

ISemkv tcJIfpsS D]tbmKw ]camh[n Ipd®v F√m tcJIfpw

UnPn‰¬ cq]Øn¬ D]tbmKn°m≥ {]m]vXam°pI F∂XmWv Cu

kwhn[m\w sIm≠v Dt±in°pI.  A[nImcs∏SpØnbn´p≈

Hm^okpIƒ hgn am{Xw CØcw tcJIƒ e`yam°ns°m≠v CØcw

Hm¨sse≥ tcJIfpsS B[nImcnIX Dd∏m°pw.

2. My Gov.in

]uc≥am¿°pw s]mXp kaqlØn\pw ]dbpI, {]h¿Øn°pI,

{]Ncn∏n°pI F∂ kao]\ØneqsS cmPysØ `cWØn¬

]¶mfnIfmIm\p≈ thZnbmWv Cu sh_vssk‰v.  samss_¬

t^mWnepw CXv D]tbmKn°mw.

3. kz—v `mcXv anj≥ samss_¬ Bπnt°j≥˛

hy‡nIƒ°pw Kh¨sa‚ v ÿm]\ßƒ°pw kz—v `mcXv

anj≥ e£yßƒ t\Sm≥ D]tbmKn°m\p≈ Hm¨sse≥ kwhn[m\w.
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4. C˛knt·®¿ N´°qSv̨

B[m¿ B[nImcnIX D]tbmKn®psIm≠v Hm¨sse≥ tcJIfn¬

UnPn‰¬ H∏v tcJs∏SpØp∂ coXn.

5. Hm¨sse≥ cPnkvt{Sj≥ kwhn[m\w˛

C˛tlmkv]n‰¬ At]£bn¬ Cu kwhn[m\w G¿s∏SpØnbn´p≠v.

cPnkvt{Sj≥, ]Ww ASbv°¬, At∏mbn‚ vsa‚ v, ^okv \¬I¬,

]cntim[\m ^eßƒ e`n°¬, At\zjWßƒ, c‡ e`yX

XpSßnbh Cu kwhn[m\ØneqsS \S°pw.

6. tZiob kvtImf¿jn∏v t]m¿´¬˛

Kh¨sa‚ v cmPysØ hnZym¿∞nIƒ°v A\phZn®n´p≈ F√mØcw

kvtImf¿jn∏pIƒ°pw At]£ \¬Im\pw AXv HØp t\m°m\pw

A[nIrX¿°v A\phZn°m\pw hnXcWw sNøm\pw B{ibambn´p≈

t]m¿´emWv CXv.

7. UnPn‰ssekvUv C¥y πm‰vt^mw (DIP)-
]uc∑m¿°v Bhiyap≈ tkh\ßƒ ^e{]Zambn

e`yam°p∂Xn\v tcJIsf h≥tXmXn¬ UnPn‰¬ coXnbntebv°v

am‰p∂ {]hrØn.

8. `mcXv s\‰v̨

cmPysØ 2.5 e£w {Kma]©mbØpIsf XΩn¬

_‘n∏n°p∂Xn\v C¥ym Kh¨sa‚ v Bcw`n® XzcnX thK UnPn‰¬

sslthbmWv `mcXv s\‰v.  Hm]v‰n°¬ tI_nƒ hgn _‘nXamIp∂

temIØnse Xs∂ G‰hpw henb {KmaoW t{_mUv _m≥Uv

irwJebmWv CXv.

9. B[p\nI irwJe

ASpØ Xeapdbn¬s]´ C‚¿s\‰v irwJe ÿm]n°p∂Xns‚

`mKambn _n.Fkv.F≥.F¬ cmPysØ 30 h¿jØne[nIw ]g°ap≈

FIvkvtN©pIƒ B[p\nI kt¶XnI hnZym[njvTnXamb C‚¿s\‰v

t{]mt´mt°mfns‚ Iogn¬ sIm≠p hcpw.  hm¿Ømhn\nab taJebnse

i_vZ, Nn{X, hnhc ]n¥pWbp≈ F√m tkh\ßfpw CXphgn

D]t`m‡m°ƒ°v e`n°pw.
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10. sshss^ tlm v́

cmPysaºmSpw Bcw`n°m\p≈ h≥]≤Xn _n.Fkv.F≥.F¬

Gs‰SpØp Ign™p.  D]t`m‡mhn\v AhcpsS samss_¬

t^mWns‚ sshss^ kwhn[m\w e`n°pw.

]pØ≥ \b kwcw`ßƒ:

C˛Kth¨kn\p Iogn¬ C˛ {Im¥n N´°qSv, Hm∏¨ tkmgvkv tkm v̂‰v

shbdn\p≈ ]cnjvIcn® \bßƒ, C˛KthW≥kn¬ Hm∏¨ tkmgvkv

tkm v̂‰v shb¿ D]tbmKn°m\p≈ ]pØ≥ \bßƒ, C˛sabn¬ t]mfnkn

Hm v̂ C¥y, do F≥Pn\nbdnßv ssKUv sse≥ XpSßn \nch[n Imcyßfn¬

\nehnep≈ \bßƒ ]cnjvIcnt°≠nbncn°p∂p.  AXn\p≈ {iaw

Kh¨sa‚ v XpSßnbn´p≠v.

_n.]n.H \bw˛ hnhn[ hS°pIng°≥ kwÿm\ßfnepw a‰p

kwÿm\ßfnse sNdnb ]´Wßfnepw _n.]n.H tI{µßƒ

Bcw`n°p∂Xn\p≈ \bw Kh¨sa‚ v AwKoIcn®p.

CeIvt{SmWnIvkv Uhe]vsa‚ v ̂ ≠v̨  cmPyØv kwcw`I \n[n°mbn

kpÿnc Bhmk hyhÿ krjvSn°p∂Xn\v ]pXnb

I≠p]nSpØßƒ, KthjWw, DXv]∂ hnIk\w XpSßnbhbv°v

Bhiyamb \bamWv CXv.

\mjW¬ sk‚¿ t^m¿ ^vfIvkn_nƒ CeIvt{SmWnIvkv˛

CeIvt{SmWnIvkv taJebn¬ KthjWhpw \hoIcWhpw

t{]m’mln∏n°p∂Xn\v Kh¨sa‚ v Bcw`n®n´p≈ Hcp

kwcw`amWnXv.

anIhns‚ tI{µw˛ sk‚¿ t^m¿ FIvke≥kv Hm¨ C‚¿s\‰v

Hm¨ XnMvkv (IoT) F∂Xv CeIvt{SmWnIvkv, C≥^¿taj≥

sSIvt\mfPn hIp∏pIfpsSbpw C¿s\‰v (ERNET), \mkvtImw

(NASSCOM) F∂nhbpsSbpw kwbp‡ kwcw`amWv.

C¥ybpsS Zmcn{Zy \n¿Ωm¿÷\ ]≤XnIƒ°v Du¿÷w ]Icm\p≈

i‡amb thZnbmWv C˛KthW≥kv ]cnjvImcßƒ.  ]mhs∏´hsc

BtcmKyIchpw {InbmflIhpamb PohnX kmlNcyßfntebv°v \bn°m≥
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Cu taJebnse CSs]SepIƒ kmlmbIamIpw.  C¥ybnse Zcn{Zcn¬

CXns‚ {]tbmP\w FØn°pI F∂XmWv ap∂nep≈ DØchmZnØw.

Hmtcm KpWt`m‡mhn\pw A¿lXs∏´ B\pIqeyßƒ kabØv

e`yam°ns°m≠v kmºØnI kaXzhpw kmaqly \oXnbpw Dd∏m°m≥

C˛KthW≥kv D]Icn°pw.

tbmP\

Pq¨ 2016
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Policy Studies, Policymaking, and Knowledge-driven Governance

ANINDYA CHAUDHRI

Background and Motivation

Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Indian Prime Minister, went to great lengths to bridge the academic
and policy worlds. Widely acknowledged as a scholar in his own right, Nehru took a keen
professional interest in academic matters and enjoyed intellectual kinship with the likes of Prasanta
Chandra Mahalanobis, Homi J Bhabha and V K R V Rao. He actively promoted the use of
cerebral means for practical ends by tasking these luminaries with finding solutions for the myriad
social, economic and technological challenges of the infant democracy. He was also the driving
force behind a host of stellar academic institutions, including the Delhi School of Economics and
the twin systems of Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and Indian Institutes of Management
(UMS), created with the explicit mandate of producing the skills and knowledge needed for
advancing the country’s governance and developmental frontiers.

Thus, in those halcyon formative years of the republic, not much separated the public
intellectual from the public administrator. In fact, the planning system itself was appropriated and
largely adopted and moulded for India from academic debates then raging in Europe and the
United States (US) by Mahalanobis (who also founded the famed Indian Statistical Institute).
From sociologists to nuclear physicists, leading scholars had the ears of the prime minister; this
automatically translated to academic influence at the highest levels of policymaking.

The subsequent years witnessed a drifting away from this promising entente. First, the politico-
bureaucratic establishment usurped policymaking as its strict monopoly and crowded out academic
consultation. In higher education, scholastics yielded to politics-first in finance and administration,
and eventually and inevitably in thought as well. Creeping centralisation caused policy decisions
to be dutifully handed down the administrative hierarchy, each level expecting the one below to
implement them with little or no introspection on form, function and fallout.

Second, a tendency emerged of reducing the complexity of policymaking to the simplicity of
resource allocation. This was perhaps to a large extent driven by the growing influence of the
Planning Commission, which by its nature favoured economics over other disciplines. The only
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other field which has managed to hold its own is law, if only because major policy decisions get
frequently, publicly and noisily dragged into lengthy legal proceedings. There is little evidence at
present of physicists, biologists or sociologists having any voice or relevance left in policy decisions.

The phrase “public policy” has in recent times started making appearances in politics,
administration and popular discourse. Perhaps driven by changing ideas of governance and growing
demands for policy professionalism, a smattering of institutions of higher education have begun to
offer programmes in Public Policy. (Henceforth, “Public Policy” refers to the academic discipline,
and “public policy” to the governance endeavours.) Public Policy was an unknown entity in
Indian academia as little as a decade ago, and has not yet acquired a unique scholarly identity.
There is no evidence of consensus, coordination or debate over the nature or scope of the field,
either amongst the pioneering institutions themselves, or with the government. In this context, can
these institutions and programmes bring academic expertise back into the policy process?

The absence of a Policy Studies discipline in India is quite paradoxical, given the promising
early academia-policy connections, the famously vocal nature of India’s democracy, and the long
history of policy analytical work from a plethora of think tanks. Since the Indian Administrative
Service is known to admit the creme de la creme of Indian tertiary education, one would presume
the bureaucracy would also be sympathetic to the idea of knowledge-driven policymaking. What,
then, explains the disconnect between the policy and academic worlds?

In order to grasp this, it is first necessary to understand its genesis and development in the
country of its origin, the us. Indeed, an intriguing question is why Policy Studies originated and
developed in the us and nowhere else. There are critical learning lessons in that history- the most
important being that a field which by definition caters to the needs of the state cannot be created
solely by academic fiat without state support and interest. Public Policy has considerable scope
in India, provided academia and government can join hands to create a policy ecosystem for
meeting the specific challenges of Indian governance.

2. Current Map of Policy Studies in India

In the US and elsewhere how to structure programmes in Public Policy and its agnate fields,
Public Administration and Policy Sciences, has long been hotly debated. In India, no literature
yet exists that systematically explores the need for and the means of establishing Public Policy as
an academic discipline. Though some conferences in Public Policy have appeared domestically
in the last few years, for the purposes of this research none of the papers presented could be
traced to a published finality. There are no publicly available documents from any government or
academic institution which brainstorm the strategic considerations of creating a complex, new
academic field, or its feasibility, objectives and curricular structures. Mapping Policy Studies
programmes in the country is hence perversely a short and simple exercise.
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These include the following:

- The Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore (IIM-B), an autonomous institution under
the central government, has a Centre for Public Policy (CCP) offering a master’s level Post
Graduate Programme on Public Policy and Management (PGPPM), and a doctoral level Fellow
Programme in Management (FGPPM) in Public Policy.  It is somewhat fitting that IIM-B, originally
created with the sole mandate of producing professional expertise for public sector enterprises
(MHRD 2008), would take the lead in Policy Studies in the country. CPP was initiated in 2000
under a tripartite agreement between IIM-B, the Department of Personnel and Training (DOPT),
Government of India, and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The students
are mid-career government employees.

- Management Development Institute, Gurgaon (MDl-G) is another notable management
institution which runs a similar programme, called Post Graduate Programme-Public Policy
Management (PGP-PPM). The programme also runs in partnership with DOPT and caters to
mid-career public sector employees, and is thus pitched as “executive education.” The focus is
again far removed from what would normally be called Policy Studies in other parts of the world.
The clientele is a captive one, and the only competition-if it may be called so-is provided by
11M-B.

- Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta (IIM-C) has a Public Policy and Management
Group (PPMG). Because of capacity limitations due to its modest size and operations-which
become apparent when juxtaposed against IIM-B/PGPPM-IIM-C/PPMG does not offer any
specialisation in Public Policy. Unlike IIM-B/ PGPPM, which was created with an explicit if
idiosyncratically defined Policy Studies mandate, IIM-C/PPMG emerged out of an
interdepartmental restructuring. A creation of convenience, the faculty size of the programme
pales in comparison with that of 11M-B.

- The Jindal School of Government and Public Policy (JSGPP),Gurgaon started operations
from 2012. This is a privately owned and managed institution which charges a commensurately
hefty fee for its MA in Public Policy. Unlike the well defined if un-academic constituencies of
IIM-B and MDl-G, the objectives of the programme is somewhat inchoate.

- The Central University of Rajasthan has started an MA in Public Policy, Law and
Governance in 2012.

- The Indian School of Business (ISB) has set up the Bharti Institute of Public Policy at
Mohali, Punjab, offering a Management Programme in Public Policy.

- The Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Hyderabad, has recently started offering an MA in
Public Policy and Governance.
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- The University of Mumbai’s Department of Civics and Politics offers a Post Graduate
Diploma in Public Policy.

- The University of Delhi’s Department of Political Science has three faculty members who
work broadly in Public Policy. However, there is no formal programme being offered by the
university.

The lIT, Delhi, has been internally discussing the possibilities of creating a Policy Studies
programme. The plans are at the preliminary stages with no guarantees of coming to fruition.
India also has a number of think tanks or research institutions operating in broad or niche policy
domains. A majority of them conduct economic research, but there are well-established and
well- known exceptions. Some of them run short training workshops, but none offers any serious
long-term academic programme.

Policy Studies, as an academic discipline, hence cannot be said to be even in the preformative
stages in India. That is not to say there is a complete and absolute lack of interest among Indian
academics. While researching this article, I interviewed a number of faculty members at universities
and colleges who were either offering some flavour of Policy Studies or had done so in the past.
Almost all of them belonged to the University Grants Commission (UGC) recognised academic
departments. In conversation, all of them declared their course-offerings were driven by personal
interest, with little departmental or administrative support. General administrative and collegial
reactions ranged from apathy regarding details of courses or curricula to outright resistance over
any necessity of Policy Studies as an independent field within the existing academic superstructure.
Despite their obvious tenacity and dedication, few appeared optimistic about their efforts bearing
fruit.

3.  Understanding the Genesis and Evolution of Public Policy

But is such pessimism warranted? Prima facie, India should be fertile ground for Policy
Studies. The country takes pride in being a stable democracy where policies are constitutionally
decided through discussion and debate. It had a clear head start in involving academics in
development and Public Policy, and policy analysis has long been a cottage industry. The
government is a voracious consumer of charts and tables, and every ministry and department
across the board commissions reports and studies from academics, researchers, and consulting
firms at considerable expense to the public exchequer. The real puzzle may be why Policy Studies
is not yet an established, flourishing academic field.

 
This paradox can only be understood in a global, historical context. Indeed, a better, more

intriguing question is: Why did Policy Studies originate in the us and nowhere else? Many of the
features of the academic-policymaking nexus which characterise Policy Studies, for instance,
can be traced back to Germany or Britain. Berlin (1959) pointed out that the 19th century
German philosophers enjoyed social and political authority far above their academic mandate,
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while the Oxford dons at the turn of the 20th century were engaged to a large extent in producing
superbly-tuned administrators for the British imperium. In that case, why did Public Policy in
academia not emerge in either country to complement public policy in governance?

The key to understanding this is the central importance of knowledge, built into the heart of
the American constitutional system of governance to aid and inform public policy. Alexander
Hamilton in his essay “Federalist No 1” left little doubt that the young nation was going to govern
itself by informed discussion and debate, and by no other means:

It has been frequently remarked that it seems to have been reserved to the people of this
country, by their conduct and example, to decide the important question, whether societies of
men are really capable or not of establishing good government from reflection and choice, or
whether they are forever destined to depend for their political constitutions on accident and force
(Hamilton 1787).

A remarkable section in “Federalist No 62” (Hamilton or Madison 1788), quoted below,
provides an astute insight into the significance which the US founding fathers accorded to knowledge
in the policy process:

It is not possible that an assembly of men called for the most part from pursuits of a private
nature, continued in appointment for a short time, and led by no permanent motive to devote the
intervals of public occupation to a study of the laws, the affairs, and the comprehensive interests
of their country, should, if left wholly to themselves, escape a variety of important errors in the
exercise of their legislative trust. [A good government implies two things: first, fidelity to the
object of government, which is the happiness of the people; secondly, a knowledge of the means
by which that object can be best attained. Some governments are deficient in both these qualities;
most governments are deficient in the first. I scruple not to assert, that in American governments
too little attention has been paid to the last. The federal Constitution avoids this error; and what
merits particular notice, it provides for the last in a mode which increases the security for the first.

The founding fathers themselves were an extraordinary group of thinkers, never rivaled
before or since as an intellectual collective in governance and public welfare. Their thoughts and
writings, including the Federalist Papers, continue to be used as guideposts for governance, both
in the US and elsewhere. On hindsight, their unique blend of liberalism, erudition and practicality,
and the emphasis on informed decision-making as the bedrock of democratic governance, made
the US the perfect breeding ground for the emergence of Public Policy, the discipline, as an
integral part of public policy, the process.

. The emergence of Policy Studies as its own academic field nevertheless had to wait till
the late 19th century, shaped by the concurrent growth of administrative complexity and academic
specialisation. It was fitting that the call to arms was sounded by Woodrow Wilson, a noted
scholar and still the only president ever to have held a doctoral degree. In an 1887 essay, Wilson
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called upon academia to forge a “science of administration” to meet emerging challenges in
governance. What made the essay particularly prescient was its insistence that such a field be
created distinct from political science, though at the time of writing the latter itself was in the
formative stages. Wilson was a past president of Princeton University and was famous for
implementing fundamental and profound curricular and administrative reforms; his pronouncements
hence carried considerable weight in both academic and administrative circles. In particular, his
insistence that higher education should be a vehicle for public welfare rather than a resting place
for pedantic abstraction was to have a profound impact on the subsequent development of the
American academic system and its intertwined relationship with the official policy apparatus.

The scholarly roots of Public Policy can be traced back to behaviouralism and the backlash
against the disciplinary fragmentation of the early 20th century.” The leaders at the helm of the
movement, including Charles Merriam, Harold Lasswell and Myres McDougal, were not failed
scholars working at the fringes but, on the contrary, giants of American academia. The ideas they
championed-cross disciplinarily, linking knowledge to action, quantification in research, the
importance of civic participation in public discourse, and personal commitment and involvement
in public affairs-still resonate as the core features of modern Policy Studies. They were public
intellectuals of the first water, with considerable influence in policymaking at the highest levels.
Merriam, for example, was adviser to three of the most powerful presidents in American history.
The transmission of ideas was often indirect but far- reaching; for instance, President Bill Clinton
publicly acknowledged the influence of McDougal on him and other classmates at Yale who later
went into public service.

The study of governance and Public Policy started acquiring a distinct academic identity
through the work of second- generation behaviouralists such as Lasswell, Lerner and Dror, in the
form of what they called the “Policy Sciences” (Ascher 1986). The field received a substantial
boost in the New Deal era, with the enormous boost in public expenditures and the direct
involvement of the government in social and economic matters. In an act which surely went a long
way in legitimising policy studies, Harvard University established the Graduate School of Public
Administration in 1937, now more famous as the Kennedy School of Government.

A subsequent landmark development was the creation of the Inter-University Case
Programme and the publication of Public Administration and Policy Development: A Case Book
(Stein 1952). The impact across multiple disciplines was immediate and profound. The programme
and the study had far-reaching consequences for at least two reasons. This was perhaps the first
time that a group of academics across the nation applied scholarly analyses on policy instruments
in multiple arenas. Moreover, as pointed out by Yeung (2007), the effort had tremendous academic
and practical authority, from being a collaboration of a “who’s who list of public administration
titans.” In that way, the programme set in motion a new stream of academic discourse.
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The prosperity and national confidence of the immediate post-war period somewhat cooled
the earlier drive for Policy Studies. The succeeding years resurrected both political volatility and
the demand for informed policymaking. From the late 1960s, the field expanded swiftly, not least
because of the exploding demand from the federal government for skilled policy personnel. It
even found presidential backing when Lyndon B Johnson mandated the adoption of Robert
McNamara and the RAND Corporation’s Public Policy Budgeting System (PPBS) for his Great
Society initiatives (Stokes 1996). Between 1967 and 1971, nine universities started programmes
in policy analysis (Allison 2006). In the early 1970s, the Ford Foundation provided multimillion
dollar general-support grants, helping create the “original eight” policy schools (Allison 2006;
Dunn 1975). All were free-standing schools, with no legacy departmental entanglements.

By the mid-1970, the field had become sufficiently well established and self-confident to
initiate introspection. The year 1970 marked the creation of both the National Association of
Schools of Public Affairs and Administration (NASPAA) and the Policy Sciences journal. In
1975, the Ford Foundation organised a conference of the directors of the original eight schools.
Interestingly, within a half decade of operations, the programmes had developed commonalities
as well as signature profiles (Dunn 1975). For example, almost all had economics and statistics
as core courses, with either workshops or internships, or both, being mandatory. Philosophical
disagreements existed mainly over the nature of PhD programmes, with RAND being a strong
outlier from the general belief of the master’s level being most appropriate for a policy practitioner.
In 1978, the Sloan Foundation sponsored a conference of policy schools for curricular stocktaking,
where a professional association of graduate schools was proposed. The Association for Public
Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) was founded in 1979, and the first issue of the
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management (JPAM) came out in 1981. Starting from 1986, the
APPAM conferences have continued to be venues for institutional sharing of notes on programme
structures, curricula and change of directions.

Growth of Think Tanks

A parallel and complementary development from the early 20th century was the growth of
professional research and advocacy organisations. These “think tanks” joined hands with academia
and the government to complete the American policy triumvirate, the distinctive structure and
operational characteristics of which have since become institutionalised in the American policy
system. A number of them, such as the Foreign Policy Association and the Council on Foreign
Relations, grew out of a perceived need around the time of World War I to address the US’s
position in a changing world order. On the domestic front, the National Bureau of Economic
Research and the Social Science Research Council came into existence in 1920 and 1923
respectively. Both have housed several Nobel laureates over the years, including Simon Kuznets,
Douglass North and most recently, Alvin Roth.
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The first true prototype of the think tank model where policymakers hobnobbed with
powerful intellectuals was the Brookings institution. It was created in 1916 by a businessman,
Robert S Brookings, in a remarkable testament to the interest and involvement of the American
moneyed class in governance and public policy. Brookings’ inception mandate was to pursue
scientific research in governance and administrative matters, broadly defined. However, it quickly
went beyond the mere conducting of research to acquiring enormous clout in terms of actual
policy implementation as well. For instance, it played a key role in the formulation of the Marshall
Plan and the setting up of the United Nations. It managed to achieve this by hiring first-rate, non-
partisan scholars, and forging close bonds with the government. Its influence could even mould
the very functioning of the government over the very long term. A vivid demonstration of Brookings’
heft was the creation of the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) by the passing of the 1974
Budget Act, something which it had been pushing for a long time. The influence was further
solidified by the appointment of Alice Rivlin, a Brookings economist, as its first director. Rivlin
went on to mould the CBO to her own vision of adhering to fair, nonpartisan operation and
research standards (Irving et a11988).

The RAND Corporation represents the diametrically opposite model, where the supply of
research and analysis grow to meet an institutional demand for policy alternatives. Originally set
up through a military contract given to the Douglas Aircraft Company in 1948, RAND has since
then grown to behemoth dimensions, with 1,700 employees with multiple offices within the US
and outside. It also houses a distinctive and highly regarded doctoral degree programme at the
Pardee Rand Graduate School. Though RAND entertains international clients, the majority of its
contract remain federal.

4.  The Need to Connect Public Policy to public policy

What are the takeaways from the short history of the origin and development of Policy
Studies in the US presented above? The most obvious point to be noted is that its genesis and
evolution happened neither in a vacuum, nor was the architecture derived from alien blueprints.
Indeed, the entire process was organic and endogenous. Policy studies emerged and developed
in the US over the course of a century to address American concerns, using domestic human and
financial resources, within a homegrown politico-philosophical framework, without mimicking
intellectual movements from foreign shores. In other words, Policy Studies emerged as a part
and parcel of a policy ecosystem whose other constituent elements evolved synchronously.
Counterparts of some of the elements of this ecosystem can be found in other countries, including
India, but only in the US did they historically form a systemic-whole. The process of drafting of
the Indian Constitution, for instance, can perhaps be compared to the creation of the US counterpart
in the liveliness of the discussions, and the Constituent Assembly Debates are perhaps no less
important historically than the Federalist Papers. But the resemblance did not carryover to the
respective social, political and administrative systems of the two countries. As a consequence, it
was the American education system, and neither the Indian nor any other, which engendered
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Policy Studies spontaneously.

Second, undoubtedly the most important factor behind the rise of Public Policy in the US
was public policy in the US. In every country, the academic process is itself shaped by the
process of governance. In the US, it was mandated from inception that democratic decision-
making be based on informed choices. Public Policy is distinct from every other academic discipline
in that the subject, object and end consumer of all scholarly output is the government. The
economist or political scientist can find ready harbour in a department insulated from the nuts and
bolts of administration, but an aloof government effectively dooms the employment prospects of
the budding policy scientist. He needs the government to be open, interested, and supportive of
his work. In turn, his work must be useful to  the government in its public welfare activities. By
definition, he straddles two worlds-he must analyse and discuss the complexities of policy problems
with other subject matter experts, and he must simplify the solution alternatives for the policymaker’s
consumption and use.

Third, the US policy system has long been unusual in having a freely revolving door between
public debate and public service-it is as common for practitioners to teach as it is for scholars to
enter the administration. US lawmakers have typically always been highly educated, with Ivy
League back grounds almost being de rigueur over the last century. Many presidents have been
intellectuals of a high order. US administrations have perhaps often been enamoured of scholarly
brilliance and expert advice to a fault. It has historically been easy for the policymaker and the
policy scientist in America to understand each other since they spoke the same language, if
perhaps different dialects.

It should finally also be noted that American higher education has produced not only Policy
Studies, but has been leading the world in every field for nearly a century. The defining characteristic
of the US educational system has always been institutional flexibility to accommodate intellectual
freedom. American universities have produced and attracted the world’s greatest thinkers, who
have been drawn in by superlative financial remuneration, splendid infrastructure and support,
and complete freedom and independence from external interference. The extraordinary density
of first-rate universities across the nation, and the agglomeration of first-rate scholarship in all
disciplines on their campuses have made collaboration across disciplines easier than anywhere
else in the world. It is a system which has bred and rewarded curiosity, courage and eclecticism.
Such a state of affairs has long become unimaginable in independent India, where education is
considered an extension of state bureaucracy, and government circulars casually describe scholars
as “teachers and equivalent cadres in universities and colleges.?”

5.   Checking the Boxes

The difference with the Indian system, where the public administrator and the public intellectual
live on separate planets, is stark and obvious. It is interesting to note that Indian policymaking has



18

been most dynamic whenever a scholarly person has been at the helm. Nehru was as comfortable
among intellectuals as he was among statesmen. The former Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao,
considered the architect of the modern Indian economy, spoke seven Indian languages in addition
to English, French, Arabic, Spanish and Persian;” Rao’s finance minister, Manmohan Singh, who
subsequently went on to serve two consecutive terms as prime minister, holds a DPhil from
Oxford. Despite embarrassingly frequent charges of financial mismanagement-though Singh himself
remained untainted till the very end-his two terms saw a remarkably high amount of social
legislation, including the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, the Right
to Education Act, and the Right to Information Act.  It was also on his watch that the Planning
Commission started accepting internships for graduate students, something un- thinkable a decade
earlier when I was a doctoral student in Public Policy at the University of Texas, Austin.”

India does not suffer from a dearth of think tanks (Gold, Zonana and Nayyar 2009). However,
social or scientific research cannot translate to policy research in exile from the policy process.
Policy Studies operate in a monopsonistic market, with the government effectively being the sole
buyer of all scholarly output. Insularity of operation and apathy to external knowledge long being
a hallmark of Indian governance, the market for policy analysis simply failed to develop. This
was pointed out several decades ago in a powerful two-part commentary by Myron Weiner .
His observations remain relevant till date. He noted that first, studies-despite being commissioned
governments to assist state projects or programmes were rarely utilised in policies.

Second, there was no scope of lateral entry for academics (except economists) into the
government. Third, the government overwhelmingly controlled the funding of policy research.
(This contrasts with the US, where a host of foundations and philanthropies sponsor research of
every kind, and universities compete fiercely over endowments and research grants.) Thus, research
which contradicted official presuppositions could be and frequently was suppressed.  The net
result was that the basic policy feedback loop of analysis, formulation, implementation and
reanalysis did not exist in the country.

The academic system has its own challenges, including issues such as promotion of
collaborative scholarship and curriculum design. Collaborative research, though particularly
important for policy studies, is problematic for Indian higher education in general. An important
roadblock is scale. Indian departments tend to be small, with very little scope for faculty groups
coalescing around specialty areas. If larger faculties can better facilitate within-and cross-
disciplinary collaboration, then scaling up might be one of easier solutions: that can be adopted.
(This presumes the education system is not constrained by limited supply of professorial material,
and completely ignores the quality aspect.) Likewise, curricular design may also not be an
insurmountable obstacle, considering Policy Studies, being loosely defined under the strictest of
conditions, offers greater flexibility than any disciplinary subject regarding course content.
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Marketability presents a trickier, egg-and-chicken problem. In the absence of any space in
the policy process for either the scholar or the graduate, selling a programme in Policy Studies to
prospective students is a difficult proposition. Conversely, without an assured supply of fee-
paying students, no academic programme of adequate quality can be sustained. IIM-B and
MDI-G have solved this problem by courting a captive market with third-party (that is taxpayer)
sponsorship. Knowingly or unknowingly, this approach follows Lasswell’s  original idea of an
institute for policymakers rather than aspiring policy analysts which the overwhelming majority of
the policy schools cater to.

In 2006, as a part of their Vision 2025 exercise, ISB conducted an internal evaluation of the
feasibility of a Master’s in Public Administration programme (ISB 2006). The study looked into
50 leading us programmes, and considered the possibilities of a one- as well as two-year
programme, finding merit in both approaches. It also went into details of possible curricular
structures, faculty composition, and infrastructural requirements.

It identified several benefits to the nation as well as accruing parochially to ISB from
establishing the first Master of Public Administration (MPA) programme in the country. But it
also came to the conclusion that such a programme was not likely to be financially self-sufficient,
given that the students would necessarily have to be charged less than their Master of Business
Administration (MBA) counterparts, in line with their expected lower earning potential. Without
getting into details, the report considered alternative financing models such as cross-subsidisation
from the MBA programme and funding from foundations or the public and private sectors. The
solutions, however, avoid the elephant in the room, namely, guaranteeing employment for the
graduates of the programme. The crux of the matter is that without openness in governance and
administration, a Policy Studies field is neither feasible nor sustainable.

Assuming away bureaucratic closed-mindedness and the difficulty of finding employment
for the graduates, the primary hurdle of creating a Policy Studies programme would then be
locating people with both good disciplinary training and interest and competence in practical
policy applications. The US solves this problem through an open system of revolving doors
between government and academia. In American academia, it is taken for granted that professors
will go beyond classroom responsibilities and engage with society at large. This is done through
interfacing with policymakers on matters of social importance. For instance, it is very common
for leading scholars to testify before lawmakers in their areas of expertise. But more direct and
sustained involvement comes from periodic lateral transitions between government employment
and academic ones. There is little possibility of the Indian policy process taking this approach in
the near future.

6.   How to Create an Academic Discipline

           A number of discrete challenges can be identified for setting up Policy Studies as an
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academic discipline in India, including separation of the academic and policy processes, intellectual
pigeonholing, and the absence of a critical mass of faculty. Broadly speaking, these can be binned
into three overlapping categories. At the lowest level are the instructional barriers such as curriculum
design. The second may be described as administrative barriers, which would include branding
and marketing dimensions and faculty recruitment. Bureaucratic hurdles such as the UGC apparatus
would comprise the third and most problematic set.

The problem of recruiting qualified people for a Public Policy programme is an illustration of
how the problem can be exacerbated by the structural inflexibility of Indian higher education.
Academic recruitment in India is a formidable hurdle in itself, over and above the fact that there
is no established framework of Policy Studies in the country. A fundamental problem is that
recruitment is linear and disciplinary by design, and deviating from established norms is frowned
upon if not actively resisted. Because Public Policy does not exist in India as an academic discipline,
neither do norms for recruitment. This presents a peculiar catch-22 challenge. Since policy research
by definition works across disciplinary boundaries, administrators can be reluctant to back the
candidacies of people who cannot be judged by the usual lowest common denominators of
disciplinary parameters.

Innovation and institution-building in academia require scholarship, but of an even greater
importance is leadership. Unfortunately, this is where the Indian education system has been gutted
maximally. Consider the example of the Delhi School of Economics. K N Raj, brought in and
given a free hand by V K R V Rao, managed to rope in Amartya Sen, Sukhamoy Chakravarty
and Jagdish Bhagwati in its initial years, a coup which would have brought credit to any department
of social science in the world (Beteille 2010). The full professorial appointments of all overlooked
their youthful chronological ages for their academic brilliance. Such a wilful disregard for institutional
norms would not be tolerated today.

What could be an ideal model for a Public Policy field for India? We have seen that a
fundamental prerequisite for Public Policy is pre-existing demand from the government. Can we
realistically expect supply from the academic institutions to create its own demand from the
government? Interestingly, Lasswell, who comes closest to being called the father of Policy Studies,
rejected the in-house model in a couple of highly influential documents. Both were written while
he had stepped down from his faculty responsibilities at the University of Chicago to take up the
post of chief of the experimental division for the Study of Wartime Communications at the Library
of Congress. The documents combined his scholarly background with insight from his practical
experience with the policy world. In the first memorandum, he reasoned that working within any
particular institution of higher learning would impose a “collegial restraint” on the exercise of
professional integrity (Lasswell icaga). In the second, he proposed an alternative model-an
independent “Institute of Policy Sciences” (Lasswell icagb), Institutions such as the Congressional
Research Service and the CBO which aid and inform the government embody these ideas. The
organisations work closely with academic institutions and think tanks for knowledge servicing,
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capacity building and even long-term recruitment.

In the context of the demise of the Planning Commission and the severely understaffed state
of the NIT (National Institution for Transforming India) Aayog, this could perhaps be a good
model to emulate. It is inconceivable that a handful of people sitting in the capital city, no matter
the depth and breadth of the expertise in their respective fields, can service the policy demands
of a country as vast and complex as India.  It would be logical to harness the intellectual reserves
of the country, scattered in the universities and think tanks, to aid the process of governance. The
onus is as much on the government to open the system enough to facilitate intellectual connect as
it is on academia to step down from the ivory towers to understand the needs of governance.
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Some Thoughts on Innovative Rural Financing

L.Srinivasan

“Indian agriculture has travelled a long way, from failing to feed the country’s teeming millions
during the 60s, to the present day of producing 241 million tonnes of food grains, an unprecedented
record indeed. Yet according to the Global Hunger Index compiled by International Food Policy
Research Institute, Washington, India scores the 25th rank remaining worse off than Sri Lanka,
Pakistan and Nepal.”

- Dr. N.Majumdar,’ Agenda for development - Thinking afresh’

“One model fits at! approach would not be appropriate given the different characteristics of
the rural population in different states. It is also not conducive to growth of innovation in addressing
this problem. Financial entrepreneurs could come with a wide variety of alternatives that would
be appropriate in given circumstances and it would be in the larger interests of the country to
encourage such innovation, subject however to a strong prudential regulation. “

-N. Vaghul 5th R.K.Talwar Memorial Lecture 2011

Background:

Let us think, for a moment, what value additions to life- style people in the urban and
metropolitan cities have got in the decades since our Independence - Radio, colour televisions,
computers - desktops and laptops, mobile phones, internet, shopping - malls ... the list is long;

In contrast, what value-additions have the agriculturists/rural population got over the years?
Virtually, nothing! They continue to sweat in the agricultural lands, slog with the bullocks, suffer
from the vagaries of monsoon, remain mostly tenant-farmers, become indebted to usurious money-
lenders, live in huts with thatched roofs, use conventional agricultural implements, remain ignorant
of the R& D happening in agricultural universities ... in short, they continue to live below poverty
line!



23

Credit flow to the rural population vis-a-vis the urban / metropolitan borrowers:

Decades ago, bank loan products were handful and were simple-Banks were offering only
working capital facilities (such as cash credit, overdraft, bill financing) and term loans. Over the
years, however, with Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization initiative taking the economy
by storm, loan products have become innovative, borrower- specific and complex in nature. To
name a few; factoring foreign currency loans, teaser-rates, loans based on floating interest rates,
channel financing. These products are mostly offered to the borrowers in urban and metropolitan
centres.

 In contrast, the flow of credit to the rural population-the agriculturists in particular takes
place mostly through conventional loan products - short term and long term crop loans, dairy
farming, term-loan for purchase of agricultural implements etc., though a lot of pro-active initiatives
have been taken by the banking system, with the assistance of Government, to broad-base rural-
credit, there is much scope and opportunity to offer innovative financial products to the rural
sector. Let us discuss some strategies:

1. Power to the farmers:

Providing irrigation facility to the agricultural lands under cultivation has always been a major
problem for the farmers. To draw water through pump sets, most governments provide power,
subsidized at that, but there is generally a perception that the quality of power is not good and the
power supply is erratic. Given the constraints that the country faces in producing power, it is
quite possible that the vast irrigated lands cannot be supplied with the necessary power for
irrigation. Solar energy can be harnessed for irrigating the agricultural lands. In spite of the enormous
potential of solar power, it has not been exploited fully in our country. Banks can finance solar
power generation.

A simple model would be on these lines. A youth drives through the villages in an open
vehicle-say a van/truck, which is fitted with solar panels attached to solar storage batteries. The
solar energy is captured in the batteries. The farmers draw this solar power, activate their pump-
sets, so that irrigation can take place at the convenience of the farmers. Banks can finance this
entrepreneur, who “supplied “solar power to the agriculturists, for  free.

2. Lighting the rural homes

Purchase of solar lamps can be financed, to light the rural households. Solar panels of
different capacities are available and depending upon the requirement, a villager can install them
on the top of his house and draw perennial energy. Such panels also help in providing hot water.
Solar lanterns can be carried to visit the agricultural fields at odd hours such solar light can also
be provide to the entire village, with tie-up with the village Panchayat.
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3. Financing ‘Green homes’ :

Rural housing is very important requirement for the villagers. Green Homes can be encouraged
in rural areas. Such green homes will not only be cheaper than the conventional cement concrete
brick and mortar houses, but they will contribute to reduction in climate-change and global warming.
These green homes will have certain features, to qualify for green home finance. They will have
water harvesting mechanism, so that rain water is collected and fed back in to the wells, thus
optimizing available water resources. They will have waste management system; the waste will
be converted into compost and used by the villagers. Such homes will also use green materials
for construction. Banks and other financing institutions can consider financing the construction of
such green homes (as certified by a green auditor) with concessionary rates of interest and such
financing can be supported by Government by way of interest subvention and capital subsidy
too.

4 Watershed management:

Banks and financial institutions can finance watershed management in villages, tracing the
water flow through hills, ridges, plains and making optimum utilization of the water. The panchayat
union/villages authority will take the finance and the repayment will be from the beneficiaries at
various levels.

5. Financing farming literacy and counselling:

There is a very big gap requiring to be bridged between the research findings in the agricultural
universities and organizations and the agriculturists working on the field. These relate to dissemination
of knowledge on innovative agricultural practices, cropping patterns, crop protection, market
trends etc. Similarly agriculturists also need to have services such as input supply, farm equipments
on hire, soil and water quality assessment laboratories, pest surveillance and pest control seed
processing units, agricultural insurance and consultancy, setting up of agricultural information
kiosks etc. Banks and other financial institutions can consider financing aggressively those
entrepreneurs (agricultural graduates and other qualified persons) who can provide such clinical,
consultancy and marketing services to the farmers.

Post harvest management of the produce in India is a very big challenge. The rural population
require warehouses and cold-storage facilities. These can be financed so that wastage in reduced
to minimum.

6. Creating a value-chain in agriculture and maximizing the profit of the agriculturists:

 The financing institutions can finance the entire supply chain (channel financing), starting
from the input supplier to the end-user of agricultural produce. The concept is to avoid the
middle-men. Channel financing is usually provided by financing institutions in urban/metropolitan
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areas, and is provided to manufacturing units. Such supply chain financing can be considered for
agricultural activities /allied activities too.

7. Drip irrigation and sprinkler irrigation financing:

Drip irrigation (also known as trickle irrigation) and sprinkler irrigation are widely used in
developed countries. It is an established practice in western countries. But unfortunately, it is
slowly gaining popularity in India. It is most suited for horticulture crops, vegetables and finds
applicability in hard rock areas, where ground water is scarce. In this method, 50%-60% water
can be saved. Agricultural consultants should educate the farmers about the advantages of drip
irrigation and financing institutions can finance such activities. Similarly, sprinkler irrigation is also
yet to gain popularity in our country, which can be encouraged by banks and financing institutions.

Conclusion

Our Rural areas / villages should no longer remain as show-case of Indian poverty. Agriculture
and other rural activities are the strength of the nation. Such activities should be treated like
corporate are treated. The credit flow to rural and agricultural belt should not only become
aggressive but also be innovative. Our financing institutions owe it to the next generation.

KISSAN WORLD

JUNE 2016
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Management of Non-Performing Asset In Rural Financial Institutions
of Kerala: The Challenges Ahead

U. Abdul Khalam

An amount under any of the credit facilities viz., term loan, overdrafts, cash credit account,
etc. is to be treated as ‘past due’ when it remains unpaid for 30 days beyond the due date. A non
performing asset (NPA) is defined as a credit facility in respect of which interest or installment of
principal is past due for ‘two quarters’. In respect of advances for agricultural purposes, if interest
has not been paid during the last 2 seasons of harvest (covering two half years), after it has
become ‘past due’ then such advance should be treated as NPA. Further, if anyone of the credit
facilities enjoyed by a client becomes NPA, all of the other credit facilities enjoyed by the client
also deemed to have become NPA and are treated accordingly. In case of RFls, the lumping
poses a problem. There are instances where the borrower had serviced one account but not the
other. Further, when there is limited to be made borrowers normally do not have options as to
where the repayment needs to be applied.

The assumption in delivery of credit as a source of finance is that the use of credit would
generate enough income to repay the loan with interest. However, generation of adequate additional
income has to be accompanied by willingness of borrower to repay the loan with interest. Failure
of investment may result in non generation of income, failure of expected income may lead to
inadequate income, perception or pressure of more important and urgent use of income may
incapacitate the repayment and finally the borrower’s willingness and desire has to be there to
fulfill repayment obligation. If loans are not repaid, the RFI loses both its interest income as well
as its capital. Good management of recovery of dues is, therefore, a complex issue encompassing
economic and non-economic factors and has implications for profitability of the RFls. Repayment
of loans together with the interest by borrowers is crucial for recycling of funds deployed in rural
credit. The fuelling of development process by dispensing credit is meaningful only when timely
repayment is forthcoming. Otherwise expansion of credit delivery is seriously vitiated and the
delivery system gets chocked limiting the continued supply of credit by financial institutions in
rural areas. Good recovery is an important ingredient for profitability of RFls as it leads to increased
financial capacity to deliver credit.
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Factors Affecting Recovery of Loans in Rural Financial Institutions (RFls)

Though the recovery performance of commercial banks (CBs) and RRBs has improved
recently due to the adoption of stringent recovery measures, it has stagnated or worsened in case
of cooperatives. However, there are inter- institutional and intra- institutional differences in recovery
performance. This, however, should not be taken as a matter for complacency because recovery
percentage should be close to hundred per cent if the build-up of NPAs has to be arrested.
Therefore, it is important to consider the factors which are responsible for low recovery of loans
in RFls.

RFls were never so serious in their efforts to ensure timely recovery and consequent
reduction of NPAs as they are today. It is important to remember that recovery management, be
of fresh loans or old loans, is central to NPA management. This management process needs to
start at the loan initiating stage itself. Effective management of recovery and NPA comprise two
pronged strategy. First relates to arresting of the defaults and creation of NPA thereof and the
second is to handling of loan delinquencies. The tenets of financial sector reforms were revolutionary
which created a sense of urgency in the minds of staff of RFls and gave them a message  that
either they perform or perish. The prudential norms has forced the RFls to look into the asset
quality. The recovery and NPA management strategies adopted by the RFls may be classified
into two categories viz.1. Prevention and 2. Corrective strategies. While preventive methods are
aimed at preventing the event of a default within the prescribed procedures, the corrective methods
are aimed at ensuring recoveries once credit is due for payment.

Preventive Methods

The preventive method include –

1. More careful and responsible scrutiny and appraisal. This includes timely sanction, realism
in fixing repayment schedule and adequacy of credit with efficient delivery.

2. Evolving a broad loan recovery policy and implementing through the cadres with adequate
accountability and empowerment.

3. Regular and effective follow up with borrowers and timely action on sensing the likely
default.

4. Title, value, etc. and additional security are to be investigated before the disbursement of
loan

5. More detailed information about the borrowers family background
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6. Reviewing the advances in time and taking appropriate immediate action. Sending demand
notices in time

7. Contacting the borrower before the harvest or cash inflow.

8. Proper supervision of the borrower account through personal visits and calling for
periodical returns to get signals of default.

9. Efficient MIS system on the borrowers and on the branches.

10. Developing an early warning system for identifying potential weakness in the accounts.

11. Strict observance of time schedules.

12. Timely extension of period of limitation through debt acknowledgement, partial payment,
renewal of documents etc.

13. Timely rephasement or rescheduling of loan in the event of natural calamities.

RFls particularly the Regional Rural Banks in recent years have resorted to the preventive
method to ensure prompt recovery. These methods are seldom resorted to by the cooperative
system because under the cooperative laws stringent legal actions could be ensured to force a
recovery. In case of Commercial Banks performing in rural areas, the preventive methods are not
so much visible. This may be because they have a wider option to relocate or consolidate their
rural branches or may be as a percentage the rural lending is small against their total loans and
advances.

Corrective Methods

The corrective methods conventionally start with initiating legal action for recovery.
However, corrective methods, in recent years; have become more innovative and participatory.
Some corrective methods, as practiced mainly by RRBs, are discussed here.

1. Sharing the Threat Perception by organizing Periodical seminars involving small group
of Branch Managers and other staff including the sub-staff are conducted to educate them about
the impact of NPA accounts on the overall profitability of the branch and RRB and how it affects
the very existence of the RRB.

2. Motivating the staff by releasing staff benefits like conveyance allowance, housing
loan, etc. and some have effected promotions. These measures have motivated the staff to perform
better in every area and particularly the areas which hurt the bank the most viz. recovery of loans
and management of NPAs. In some banks the organizational development. intervention has
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motivated the staff to step up recovery efforts. The NPA accounts may be allotted to each staff
right from the officer to the messenger for personal follow-up and monitoring.

3. Formation of Special Recovery Cells and Related Measures. Executives of RRBs visit
selected 100 NPA parties and establish direct personal contact for ensuring recovery. The RRBs
arrange for customer’s meet especially of NPA clients at various important centers to discuss and
address their problems.

4. The RRBs arrange periodical lawyers’ meet to review the status of filed cases.

5. Pragmatic approach is followed for out of court settlement of loan accounts and bringing
compromise proposals to logical end at the earliest. Identification of potential NPAs is done by
the end of the first quarter of the financial year so that preventive measures could be initiated at
the beginning. Staff mobility is ensured and the recovery staff is allowed to hire transport to suit
needs and no questions are asked.

6. List of willful defaulters is displayed in the notice board of the branch and in public
places without disclosing the account number, amount of loan, overdue, etc.

Involvement of government Agencies

There are instances where RRBs are able to recover overdue loans  by involving District
Administration. Some of the methods adopted to involve government machinery are listed
 below :

1. Revenue recovery notices are issued by the District Magistrate or Sub Divisional
Officer once a year advising the borrowers to deposit the overdue amount in the RRB to avoid
legal actions permitted under the law.

2. The list of defaulters is given to the Revenue Authorities or Tehsildars in case of
agriculture loans, in case of industrial loans the list is given to District Industries
Centres for follow-up.

3. Joint recovery teams are formed in which Tehsildars, Revenue Inspector and
RRB Staff jointly participate to expedite the execution of decrees.

4. Help of Block Development Officer (BDO) is solicited in case of Government
sponsored schemes. Joint inspections are carried out with BDO and incase of accounts where
misutilisation of loans and subsidy amount is noticed, joint First Information Reports (FIRs) are
lodged.
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Extraordinary Methods

Some RRBs have adopted certain extra-ordinary methods to ensure recovery and a few
of such methods adopted by the RRBs are narrated here.

1. Approaching influential borrowers who are defaulters, while important functions such
as thread ceremony, marriage, etc. are going on their houses. Cases have been reported where
the branch staff have directly asked for repayment during such functions and loans have been
repaid because the borrowers (defaulters) tried to protect their self prestige in the presence of
invited guests and relatives.

2. In some places the visit of a police constable to a particular person’s house is considered
inauspicious and banks’ taking advantage of this aspect have served recovery notices through
police and have put pressure to get the loans recovered.

To sum up, it may be seen that whether it is preventive or corrective method, proper
motivation and commitment of the bank staff, strict adherence to proper loan supervision and
monitoring and a congenial relationship with Government machinery contribute to good recovery.
But there may be cases where all or any of these methods fail; and consequently the loans have
to be finally written off. Moreover, the legal procedure in regard to recovery of bank dues is
cumbersome, lengthy and time consuming and it is to critically examine these laws for their efficacy.

 Corrective Measures for NPA Management

Formulation of effective measures for the management of NPA depends on the
commitment, will and caliber of the administrators. The major problem facing the cooperative
banks of Kerala is the lack of competent and qualified management and the involvement and
political pressure from the part of the board of directors. The following are certain useful steps
which can be followed in the corrective management of NPAs.

1. Study the problems of NPAs - branch - wise, amount - wise and age - wise

2. Prepare a loan recovery policy and strategies exclusively for NPAs

3. Create Special Recovery Cell at various levels

4. Identify critical branches for intensive recovery

5. Fix targets of recovery and draw time bound action programme

6. Select proper strategy for solving the problem of each NPA account

7. Monitor implementation of time bound action plan
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Under corrective management, each NPA has to be examined in totality and on the basis
of various factors like past efforts, period of overdue, client profile, natural calamities etc. and
suitable strategy is decided. Since the reasons or factors responsible for sliding a good loan into
bad one vary for each loan account, it is necessary to adopt different strategies for different NPA
accounts.

It is seen, that the recovery process through legal system with or without collateral is
equally costly and lengthy. The court fee is payable on the amount of default or on the amount to
be recovered and not on the value of the security. Judiciary and Revenue machinery have been
generally unable to help the RFls in recovery.

Legal support is critical to effective recovery management. However, the experience with
legal support has not been very encouraging as it has been prolonged, ineffective and
expensive for the RFls. A legal system that clearly defines the rights and liabilities of parties to
contracts and provides for timely resolution of disputes is essential for efficient recovery
management.

The role of government is crucial for creating and maintaining proper recovery environment
in society. India being a democratic country, politically motivated but otherwise damaging public
announcement like loan waivers, interest waivers, etc. pollute the recovery environment.

Conclusion

The role of RFls especially cooperative bank in rural development particularly agricultural
development cannot be under- estimated. But the survival and continuity of a financial institution
to a very large extent depends upon the effective management of NPA.

Therefore, public policies related to the RFls have a critical role in their functioning.
Decisions relating to rescheduling of loans and repayment at branch level due to local conditions
of drought, floods, etc. is an example to illustrate the print. Similarly, decisions regarding
compromises and write offs also need to be decentralized to branch level. They should evolve a
grass root partnership between the local institution such as Grama Sabhas, SHGs and Agricultural
Development Samities in the recovery of loans by advising the defaulters, particularly willful
defaulters.

SOUTHERN  ECONOMIST

JUNE  2016
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BOOK REVIEW

A Security State
A.G. Noorani

On April 28, 1976, the Supreme Court of India delivered its infamous judgment in the
habeas corpus case to deny the writ to citizens during the fraudulent “Emergency”.Forty years
later, April 15, 2016, marks another black day in the court’s chequered career.

The Chief Justice of India, Justice T.S. Thakur, and other judges of the court went in for a
private briefing by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, former Director of the Intelligence Bureau.
Sheela Bhatt reported in The Indian Express on April 15, 2016, that the briefing covered “the
internal and external security situation of the country”. She added: “It is learnt that Doval shared
information on an ‘Indian master plan’ to strengthen national security and listed threats to the
country.” Prashant Bhushan was the only advocate to criticise the judges’ conduct. What must be
the outlook of judges who submit themselves to such a secret briefing? One misses H.M. Seervai
on such occasions.

“Deep below consciousness are other forces, the likes and the dislikes, the predilections
and the prejudices, the complex of instincts and emotions and habits and convictions, which
make the man, whether he be litigant or judge. I wish I might have found the time and opportunity
to pursue this subject farther. I shall be able, as it is, to do little more than remind you of its
existence. There has been a certain lack of candour in much of the discussion of the theme, or
rather perhaps in the refusal to discuss it, as if judges must lose respect and confidence by the
reminder that they are subject to human limitations. I do not doubt the grandeur of the conception
which lifts them into the realm of pure reason, above and beyond the sweep of perturbing and
deflecting forces. Nonetheless, if there is anything of reality in my analysis of the judicial process,
they do not stand aloof on these chill and distant heights; and we shall not help the cause of truth
by acting and speaking as if they do. The great tides and currentswhich engulf the rest of men do
not turn aside in their course and pass the judges by (Benjamin N. Cardozo; The Nature of the
Judicial Process; Yale University Press; 1921; pages 167-168; emphasis added, throughout).
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The “forces” which the great judge alluded to are of a most illiberal kind that is working in
the minds of most judges of the Supreme Court of India. Its rulings on the constitutional validity of
the Terrorists and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (Kartar Singh vs State of Punjab
(1994) 3 SCC 69) and the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (Naga People’s Movement
of Human Rights vs Union of India (1998) 2 SCC 109) reek of an illiberal preference of security
over liberty, as does its judgment upholding TADA’s successor, the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(People’s Union for Civil Liberties vs Union of India (2004) 9 SCC 580).

Article 21 of the Constitution says: “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal
liberty except according to procedure established by law.” In the AFSP A case, the court did not
even refer to Article 21, though the Act confers on the armed forces a “licence to kill”.

Read the entire report of the case, from pages 109 to 158 from the head notes onwards,
and you will not find even a mention, let alone a discussion, of Article 21, the one constitutional
provision that alone suffices to invalidate the Act. The issues which the judgment discussed pertained
to Parliament’s legislative competence to enact the law; the scope of Parliament’s residuary
powers of legislation regarding the declaration of disturbed area; the right to equality (Article 14);
Article 22 on the production of the arrested person before the magistrate; the sanctions, provisions
and related issues of construction.

Shockingly, there is not a word of discussion about Article 21 in a judgment delivered on
November 27, 1997, by which time it had acquired an expanded meaning and high salience in
legal discourse.  This, in a unanimous judgment, a rarity, delivered by Justice S.C. Agarwal on a
bench that comprised Chief Justice J.S. Verma and three others who became CJls -Justices
M.M. Punchhi, A.S. Anand and S.P. Bharucha.

For aught we know, the point was not raised by any of the distinguished counsel who
appeared in the case. But as far back as March 31, 1952, the Supreme Court remarked, also in
a unanimous judgment delivered by CJI Patanjali Sastri, that as regards the fundamental rights,
this court has been assigned the role of a sentinel on the qui vive by the Constitution (State of
Madras vs V.G. Row (1952), SCR 597).

In all such cases the court’s judgments are short on legal analysis and rich on patriotic
rhetoric on security. In the case of Afzal Guru, the Kashmiri who was convicted in the 2001
Parliament House attack case, the court said his life should be made “extinct” in a judgment that
ignored all the gross failures to observe the minimum guarantees of a fair trial.

In 1963, in Kennedy vs Mendoza-Martinez, the United States Supreme
Court reaffirmed the basic principles in these words: “It is fundamental that the great powers of
Congress to conduct war and to regulate the nation’s foreign relations are subject to the
constitutional requirements of due process. The imperative necessity for safeguarding these rights
to procedural due process under the gravest of emergencies has existed throughout our
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constitutional history, for it is then, under the pressing exigencies of crisis, that there is the
greatest temptation to dispense with fundamental constitutional guarantees which, it is
feared, will inhibit governmental action” (372 U.S. 144 at 164; 9 L. ed. 2 .644,659). Distaste
for a citizen’s politics should not warp judgment. As Justice Felix Frankfurter warned, “It is a fair
summary of history to say that the safeguards of liberty have frequently been forged in controversies
involving not very nice people.” (U.S. vs Radanovich (1950) 339 U.S. 56 at 669.)

In the very first major case decided by the Supreme Court of India, shortly after the
Constitution came into force, it ducked the challenge (A.K. Gopalan vs State of Bombay; AIR
1950 SC. 27). It was on a petition for a writ of habeas corpus by a prominent Communist leader.
Article 22 makes preventive detention immune from the reach of fundamental rights. Nonetheless,
the fundamental right embodied in Article 21 was relevant if properly construed. But the majority
(4-2) ruled: “The only right is that no person shall be deprived of his life or liberty except according
to procedure established by law. One may like that right to cover a larger area, but to give such
a right is not the function of the court; it is the function of the Constitution. To read the word ‘law’
as meaning rules of natural justice will land one in difficulties because the rules of natural justice,
as regards procedure, are nowhere defined and in my opinion the Constitution cannot be read as
laying down a vague standard. This is particularly so when in omitting to adopt ‘due process of
law’ it was considered that the expression ‘procedure established by law’ made the standard
specific. It cannot be specific except by reading the expression as meaning procedure prescribed
by the Legislature ....

“It is obvious that in that clause ‘law’ must mean enacted law... The word ‘established’
according to the Oxford Dictionary means ‘to fix, settle, institute or ordain by enactment or
agreement’. The word ‘established’ itself suggests an agency which fixes the limits. According to
the dictionary, this agency can be either the legislature or an agreement between the parties.
There is therefore no justification to give the meaning of JUs’ to ‘law’ in Article 21.”

The effect of this ruling was well summed up by Gopalan’s counsel, M.K.
Nambyar, an erudite constitutional lawyer. Article 21 was a stillborn child. “Article 21 became
otiose, though, under canons of constitutional construction, no word, clause or Article of a
Constitution should even be held superfluous. Any legislative enactment prescribing any sort of
procedure would now suffice to deprive the life or liberty of any person. If an Indian legislature
passed an Act like that passed by British Parliament (22 Henry XVII C. 9) that ‘Richard Rose,
the Bishop of Rochester’s cook, be boiled to death’, Article 21 would afford no protection. If
again, an Indian legislature were to pass an Act moulded on the Statute de Heretico Comburendo,
which confirmed the Church’s right to have heretics burned by the common hangman, Article 21
would be of no avail.

“Almost at the inception of the Constitution, at the very threshold of its
life, one of the main Articles declaring life and liberty as fundamental rights became stillborn.



35

Article 21 is dead, and buried, and there is little hope of its resurrection. Life and Liberty have no
effective protection against legislative action in India.” (Life, Liberty and Property; Swarajya
(Annual Number) 1964; pages 4961;   re-printed in S.P. Aiyer and R. Srinivasan; Studies in
Indian Democracy; Allied; page 260.)

The court gave life to Article 21 only in 1978 when it ruled (Maneka Gandhi vs Union of
India (1978) 1 SCC 248) that the law must conform to other fundamental rights as well
and the procedure it establishes must be fair and reasonable. Thus was restored the “procedural
due process” doctrine of the U.S. Supreme Court. This trend did not last. The Supreme Court
retraced its steps on issues where the security of the state, or its own prestige (contempt of
court), was involved. Nor is its record on freedom of speech altogether free from blemish. Witness
Arundhati Roy’s case.

INDIA LEAST LIBERAL

Of all the superior courts in democracies governed by the rule of law, the Supreme Court of
India is the least liberal. Contrast its approach with that of the Supreme Court of Canada in its
judgment in Charkoui vs Canada delivered on February 23, 2007. A unanimous bench of nine
judges headed by Chief Justice McLachlin ruled in favour of the appellant.

The opening paragraphs of the judgment provide a flavour of the rest. “One of the most
fundamental responsibilities of a government is to ensure the security of its citizens. This may
require it to act on information that it cannot disclose and to detain people who threaten national
security. Yet in a constitutional democracy, governments must act accountably and in conformity
with the Constitution and the rights and liberties it guarantees. These two propositions describe a
tension that lies at the heart of modern democratic governance. It is a tension that must be
resolved in a way that respects the imperatives both of security and of accountable constitutional
governance. “In this case, we are confronted with a statute, the Immigration and Refugee Protection
Act, S.C. 2001 c. 27 (RPA), that attempts to resolve this tension in the immigration context by
allowing the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration (the ‘Minister’), and the Minister of Public
Safety and Emergency Preparedness (collectively ‘the ministers’) to issue a certificate of
inadmissibility leading to the detention of a permanent resident or foreign national deemed to be
a threat to national security. The certificate and the detention are both subject to review by a
judge, in process that may deprive the person named in the certificate of some or all of the
information on the basis of which the certificate was issued or the detention ordered. The question
is whether the solution that Parliament has enacted conforms to the Constitution, and in particular
the guarantees in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms that protect against unjustifiable
intrusions on liberty, equality and the freedom from arbitrary detention and from cruel and unusual
treatment.

 “I conclude that the IR- PA justifiably violates S. 7 of the Charter by allowing the issuance
of a certificate of inadmissibility based on secret material without providing for an independent



36

agent in the stage of judicial review to better protect the named person’s interests. I also conclude
that some of the time limits in the provisions for continuing detention of a foreign national violate
Ss. 9 and lO(c) because they are arbitrary. I find that S. 12 has not been shown to be violated
since a meaningful detention review process offers relief against the possibility of indefinite
detention.” Throughout the judgment, concern for liberty is never subordinated to that for security—
quite unlike the pronouncements of the judges of the Supreme Court.

Shami Chakrabarti’s excellent book, impassioned without loss of rigour in analysis, should
be read by every Indian who is concerned with the state of civil liberties in the country. She is
Director of Liberty, successor to the National Council for Civil Liberties (NCCL) founded in1934.

“Our founders formed the National Council for Civil Liberties to keep watch over the entire
spirit of British liberty. Today they might have blogged and tweeted this resolve.
After their inaugural meeting on 24 February 1934 in the crypt of St. Martin-in-the- Fields in
Trafalgar Square, they announced their new organisation in a letter to the Manchester Guardian.
The signatories included Clement Attlee, Vera Brittain, H.G. Wells, Edith Summerskill MP and
the first Secretary of the NCCL, Ronald Kidd. Kidd was a civil servant, journalist, publisher and
even actor before finding his place in the world as a civil liberties campaigner. He and a small
group of brave people of values and ideals set in motion a campaign which would become the
oldest human rights group in the U.K.”

The book is the richer and far more instructive for its account of the author’s life and career
as a committed civil libertarian. She left a cushy job as a lawyer in the Home Office for a newly
created job as in-house Counsel at Liberty just a day before 9/11. She was a member of the
panel of the Leveson Inquiry and is Chancellor of Oxford Brookes University, Honorary Professor
of Law at the University ofManchester, Visiting Fellow of Nuffield College, Oxford, and a Master
of the Bench of Middle Temple. Work in the Home Office on terrorism did not affect her outlook
one bit. ”The ultimate fiction and grand abuse of language was the War on Terror  itself. President
Bush’s speechwriters had gone to war with an abstract noun that was ever part of the human
experience to create a ‘long war’, ‘new normal’ or permanent emergency. Obviously, to those in
the middle of an actual war, that war self- evidently feels indefinite, as it is impossible to know
precisely when it will end. At the height of the Blitz, Londoners had no idea when exactly the war
would be over and normal life (including temporarily suspended rights and freedoms) could
resume. And yet they knew that when that time came, they would be able to verify it with their
own senses (the end of hostilities, the signing of a peace treaty). This could never be the case with
a War of Terror.”

The book appears at a time when some in the U.K. would walk out of the
European Convention on Human Rights and drastically change, if not repeal, the Human Rights
Act. The House of Lords did not share our Supreme Court’s dread of terror. It
rejected the Court of Appeal’s view on the Bill of Rights’ protection of immigrants (8-1). Lord
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Hoffmann observed: ‘’This is a nation which has been tested in adversity, which
has survived physical destruction and catastrophic loss of life. I do not under-estimate the ability
of fanatical groups of terrorists to kill and destroy, but they do not threaten the life of the nation.
Whether we would survive Hitler hung in the balance, but there is no doubt that we shall survive
AI Qaeda. The Spanish people have not said that what happened in Madrid, hideous crime as it
was, threatened the life of their nation. Their legendary pride would not allow it. Terrorist violence,
serious as it is, does not threaten our institutions of government or our existence as a civil community.

“ ... The real threat to the life of the nation, in the sense of a people living in accordance with
its traditional laws and political values, comes not from terrorism but from laws such as these.
That is the true measure of what terrorism may achieve. It is for Parliament to decide whether to
give the terrorists such a victory.” (Lord Hoffman, from paragraphs 96 and 97 of A and Others
v Secretary of State for the Home Department.)

The Malegaon acquittals after years in prison make the author’s remarks very apposite.
“Lives are no doubt blighted by such an experience, but have you ever seen someone actually
complain at the door of the Old Bailey when eventually acquitted? I suspect not. Instead, routinely
flanked by their stalwart solicitor (we all love lawyers when we need them), family, friends and
supporters, they deliver emotional speeches of varying eloquence about how they always knew
that the truth would out and justice would be done.

“Lengthy detention without charge or ‘internment’ as it is properly called-is different.Here
a person is effectively ‘disappeared’ without warning. It is the stuff of night- mares. Imagine the 5
a.m. knock on your front door: you are then taken from your life, work and loved ones on
suspicion of some sort of terrorist activity -but you don’t really know, because you’re never
properly told why you’ve been taken. In a short time,your life can change irretrievably.”

Politicians undermine judicial independence by cosying up to judges. “Just
as politicians can undermine the judiciary with dangerous, disrespectful rhetoric about unwelcome
judgments and the un- elected status of the judiciary, they can equally, and invidiously, undermine
the rule of law by co-opting it and making it too cosy and complicit with administration in general
and the secret state in particular. Why should a kid on a council estate respect a magistrate’s
order if a Prime Minister won’t respect the highest courts in the land?”

It is preposterous to suggest that in this day and age parliamentary debates
have lost their value. The author quotes the stirring speech in the House of Commons on June 11,
2008, by Diane Abbott: “I am a Londoner and I heard the last major IRA [Irish Republican
Army] bomb, at Canary wharf, from my kitchen in east London. Like thousands of Londoners,
I waited for the early-morning call that assured me that friends and family on their way to work
and school had not been caught up in those bombings. I will not take lectures from ministers
about not taking terrorism seriously.
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“I do not believe, as ministers continue to insist, that there is some
trade-off between our liberties and the safety of the realm. What makes us free is what makes us
safe, and what makes us safe will make us free ....

“ ... Of course the people whose rights some of us are trying to defend are un- popular and
suspect. But if we as a Parliament cannot stand up on this issue, and if people from our different
ethnic communities cannot come here and genuinely reflect their fears and concerns, what is
Parliament for?”

India has never had a civil liberties worth the name. The organisations set up in the past and
the ones functioning movement now have done some service. But they work spasmodically; are
none too well endowed with legal equipment bar some exceptions and tend to be politically
partisan. In 1974, this writer suggested to Jayaprakash Narayan that
he sponsor a body like the NCCL in the U.K. V.M. Tarkunde advised him to the contrary-civil
liberties are not enough; there are other issues like electoral reform. I withdrew my offer to serve
as secretary to a civil liberties body. Tarkunde presided over the “Citizens for Democracy”
which, predictably, acquired a tag of partisanship.

I am reminded of that selfless man S.G. Vaze of Pune. He published a Civil Liberties Bulletin
some 60 years ago. Its annual subscription was Rs.3. He was learned in the law, Indian, British
and American cases, and was non-partisan.

In no other field of social endeavour is the saying more true-knowledge is power. The law
grows at a rapid pace. A civil liberties advocate needs to keep pace with it. The institution must
be staffed with such; its vigil must be continuous, not occasional; and, of course, it must be
manifestly non-partisan. In course of time it will gain the respect and confidence which Liberty
and its Director Shami Chakrabarti command today. The last word must belong to the sage
Solon. Asked how a people can preserve their liberties, he replied: “Those who are uninjured by
an arbitrary act must be taught to feel as much indignation at it as those who are injured.”

FRONTLINE
JUNE 10,2016.
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THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES IN SESSION DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE 2016

Sl.        Name of Assembly/Council Duration
No.

1. Jammu & Kashmir Legislative Assembly 01.06.2016 - 30.06.2016

2. West Bengal Legislative Assembly 17.06.2016 - 30.06.2016
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Site Address of Legislative Bodies in India

Sl.No Name of Assembly/Council Site Address

1. Loksabha loksabha.nic.in

2. Rajyasabha rajyasabha.nic.in

3. Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council aplegislature.org

4. Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly aplegislature.org

5. Arunachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly arunachalassembly.gov.in

6. Assam Legislative Assembly assamassembly.nic.in

7. Bihar Legislative Assembly vidhansabha.bih.nic.in

8. Bihar Legislative Council biharvidhanparishad.gov.in

9. Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly cgvidhansabha.gov.in

10. Delhi Legislative Assembly delhiassembly.nic.in

11. Goa Legislative Assembly goavidhansabha.gov.in

12. Gujarat Legislative Assembly gujaratassembly.gov.in

13. Harayana Legislative Assembly haryanaassembly.gov.in

14. Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly hpvidhansabha.nic.in

15. Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly jklegislativeassembly.nic.in

16. Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Council jklegislativecouncil.nic.in

17. Jharkhand Legislative Assembly jharkhandvidhansabha.nic.in

18. Karnataka Legislative Assembly kar.nic.in/kla/assembly

19. Karnataka Legislative Council kar.nic.in/kla/council/council
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20. Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly mpvidhansabha.nic.in

21. Maharashtra Legislative Assembly mls.org.in/Assembly

22. Maharashtra Legislative Council mls.org.in/Council

23. Manipur Legislative Assembly manipurassembly.nic.in/

24. Meghalaya Legislative Assembly megassembly.gov.in/

25. Mizoram Legislative Assembly mizoramassembly.in

26. Nagaland Legislative Assembly http:/nagaland.nic.in

27. Odisha Legislative Assembly odishaassembly.nic.in

28. Puducherry Legislative Assembly www.py.gov.in

29. Punjab Legislative Assembly punjabassembly.nic.in

30. Rajasthan Legislative Assembly rajassembly.nic.in/

31. Sikkim Legislative Assembly sikkimasembly.org

32. Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly assembly.tn.gov.in

33. Tripura Legislative Assembly tripuraassembly.nic.in/

34. Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly uplegassembly.nic.in

35. Uttar Pradesh Legislative Council upvidhanparishad.nic.in

36. Uttarakhand Legislative Assembly ukvidhansabha.uk.gov.in

37. West Bengal Legislative Assembly wbassembly.gov.in/

38. Telangana Legislative Assembly telanganalegislature.org.in
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