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ss\]p-Wy, kwcw-̀ -IXz hnI-k\w \h-̀ m-c-X-Øn¬

tUm. AanXv Ipam¿ Zznth-Zn, ic-h¨ thep-kzman

Ign™ c≠p Zi-I-ß-fmbn samØ B`y-¥c DXv]m-Z-\-Øn¬

icm-icn 7 iX-am\w hf¿®m \nc°v tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øp∂ C¥y, temI-Ønse

G‰hpw henb kºZv hyhÿIfn-sem-∂m-Wv. hnI-kzc cmjv{S-ßƒ°n-S-bn¬

\h hyh-kmb kºZv hyh-ÿ-bmbn h¿Ko-I-cn-°-s∏-́ n-cn-°p∂ C¥y, cmPyØv

FÆ-Øn¬ ap∂n´p \nev°p∂ bph-P-\-ß-fpsS Ign-hp-Iƒ ]q¿W-ambpw

{]tbm-P-\-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-́ n√ F∂-Xm-Wv bmYm¿∞yw.  hymhkmbnI DXv]mZ\w,

\KchXv°cWw, sXmgnepIƒ°mbn \Kcßfntebv°pff IpSntb‰w

XpSßnbhbn¬ kºZv hyhÿ hf¿®bpsS ]mXbnemWv.  cmPysØ samØ

B`y¥c DXv]mZ\Øn¬ G‰hpw henb kw`mh\ \evIp∂Xv tkh\

taJebmWv.  ]n∂n¬ hyhkmbhpw Irjnbpw D≠v.  cmPysØ

sXmgnemfnIfn¬ ]IpXnbpw kzbw sXmgnen¬ G¿s∏´ncn°p∂hcmWv.

AXn¬ 93 iXam\w A\utZymKnI hn`mKØnepamWv.

ASpØ ImeØv Atkmkntb‰Uv sNtºgvkv Hm^v sImtagvkv

C¥y(Atkm®w) \SØnb ]T\a\pkcn®v 2020 ˛¬ cmPyØv sXmgn¬

sNøm≥ {]m]vXn-bp-ff  170 Zi-e£w Bfp-Iƒ D≠m-bn-cn-°pw.  P\-kwJy

hf¿®m \nc-°v, sXmgn-ense h¿[n-°p∂ ]¶m-fn-Øw, hnZym-̀ ym-k-Øn-\mbn

FØp-∂-h-cpsS FÆw F∂n-h-bpsS ASn-ÿm-\-Øn-emWv Cu \nK-a-\w.

AXn-\m¬ \mw  \ΩpsS bphm°ƒ°v Ct∏mƒ ]cnioe\w \evInbns√¶n¬

\ap°v \ΩpsS bphi‡nsb. Du¿÷kzecmb. sXmgnen\p {]m]vXcmb

sNdp∏°msc {]tbmP\s∏SpØm≥ km[n°msX t]mIpw.  am{Xa√,

NqjWw sNømambncp∂ P\kwJym]camb km[yXIƒ HSphn¬ Zpc¥ambn

amdpIbpw  sNøpw. sXmgnehkcßƒ krjvSn°pI, sXmgn¬ sNøm≥

tbmKycmb bphP\ßsf Hcp°pI F∂o \S]SnIƒ Hcpan®p t]mIWw.

ss\]pWy cmlnXyw

  \nehmcapff hnZym`ymkØns‚ A`mhw aqeamWv \ΩpsS

bphP\ßƒ°v sXmgn¬tbmKyX C√msX t]mIp∂Xv. sXmgn¬
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AhkcßfpsS Ipdhpw sXmgn¬ hn]Wnbn¬ a’cw h¿[n∏n®ncn°p∂p.

sXmgne[njvTnXamb ss\]pWy ]cnioe\w t{]m’mln∏n°p∂Xn\pff

]WØns‚ A`mhamWv CØcw AhnZKv[cmb sXmgnemfnIfpsS kwJy

h¿[n°m≥ CSbm°p∂Xv.  cmPysØ CØcw sXmgnemfnIƒ `qcn`mKhpw

tPmen sNøp∂Xv Ac£nXamb sXmgn¬ kmlNcyßfnemWv.  kvIqfpIfn¬

\n∂pw tImtfPpIfn¬ \n∂pw h≥ tXmXnepff hnZym¿∞nIfpsS sImgn™p

t]m°pw H∏w kwcw`IXz t{]m’ml\Øns‚bpw \hoIcWØns‚bpw

A`mhhpw cmPysØ bphm°ƒ°nSbn¬ sXmgnen√mbva hym]Iam°n.  Cu

kmlNcyØnemWv C¥ym Kh¨sa‚ v cmPyØv IqSpX¬ sXmgnehkcßƒ

krjvSn°m\pw kwcw`IXzw t{]m’mln∏n°m\pw {]Xn⁄m

_≤ambncn°p∂Xv.  _P‰v AhXcW thfbn¬ tI{µ [\a{¥n {io. Acp¨

sPbv‰ven ]d™p˛ bphm°sf hnZym`ymkw, ss\]pWyw, tPmen F∂nh sIm≠v

i‡cm°pI F∂XmWv Kh¨sa‚ns‚ {][m\ e£yw.  GWÃv B≥Uv bMv

\SØnb ]T-\-Øn¬ samØw sXmgn-emfn kaq-l-Øn¬ shdpw ]Øp iX-am-\-

Øn\p am{Xsa GsX-¶nepw Xc-Øn-ep-ff ss\]pWy]cn-io-e\w e`n°p∂p≈q

F∂mWv shfnhmbXv. \nehnepff ]cnioe\ k{ºZmbØn¬ ]cnioe\Øns‚

\nehmchpw {]k‡nbpw Dd∏m°pI, ÿm]\]camb kwhn[m\w krjvSn°pI,

Cu ]cnioe\ kwcw`ßƒ°v ]Ww e`yam°pI XpSßnbhbmWv hcpw

h¿jßfn¬ ss\]pWy hnIk\ ImcyØn¬ Kh¨sa‚ v A`napJoIcn°m≥

t]mIp∂ sh√phnfnIƒ F∂v dnt∏m¿ v́ Nq≠n°m´p∂p.

tbmKyXbpff sXmgnemfn kaqlsØ krjvSn°¬

t]‰‚pIƒ Xcw Xncn°p∂Xnepw, Ãm¿ v́ A∏pIsf hf¿Øp∂Xnepw

C¥y Imcyambn {i≤n®n√ F∂mWv Atkmkntb‰Uv tNtºgvkv Hm^v

sImtagvkv C¥ybpw Sm‰m C≥Ãn‰yq v́ Hm v̂ tkmjy¬  kb≥kpw tN¿∂p

\SØnb Hcp ]T\w Nq≠n°m´p∂Xv.  kwÿm\, tI{µ k¿hIemimeIƒ

t]mepff D∂X hnZym`ymk ÿm]\ßƒ°v KthjWØn\pff ASnÿm\

kuIcyßƒ Hcp°p∂Xn\pw kwcw`IXzw t{]m’mln∏n°p∂Xn\pw

th≠{X ]Ww In´p∂n√ F∂pw ]T\Øn¬ hy‡am°p∂p.  cmPyØv
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kwcw`IXzw sa®s∏SpØp∂Xn\pff  GI am¿§ambn ss\]pWy ]cnioe\w

amdnbXv Aßs\bmWv.  `mhnbn¬ \n]pWcmb sXmgnemfn kaqlsØ

krjvSnt°≠Xv BhiyambXn\m¬ Kh¨sa‚pw B {]iv\w

]cnlcn°m\pff Xocpam\ØnemWv.  AXn\mbn sXmgnemfnIfpsS e`yX˛

BhiyIX F∂nh XΩnepff s]mcpØt°Sv, ]cnioe\ ]cn]mSnIfpsS

kpÿncXbpw \nehmchpw, anI® KpWta∑bpff ]cnioe\m¿∞nIfpsS

tN¿°epw ]cnioe\hpw, hn]peamb ]cnioe\Øn\mhiyamb ASnÿm\

hnIk\ kuIcyw e`yam°¬ XpSßnb taJeIfnembncn°pw Kh¨sa‚ v

IqSpX¬ {i≤ tI{µoIcn°pI. sXmgne[njvTnX hnZym`ymkØn\pw

ss\]pWy hnIk\Øn\papff hn`hßƒ e`yam°Wsa∂pw kuIcyßƒ

Is≠Øn hnhn[ Xcw KpWt`m‡m°fpsS sshZKv[yhpw {]bXv\hpw

tI{µoIcn®v apgph≥ kºZv hyÿbv°pw th≠n tbmKycmb sXmgnemfn

kaqlsØ krjvSn°Wsa∂pw dnt∏m¿ v́ \n¿t±in°p∂p.

kvIn¬ C¥y ]≤Xn

cmPyØv KpW\nehmcapff sXmgnemfnIfpw  Ah¿°v sXmgn¬ e`yXbpw

Dd∏phcpØp∂Xn\v th≠n C¥ym Kh¨sa‚ v ss\]pWy hnIk\ kwcw`IXz

a{¥mebw Xs∂ cq]oIcn®n´p≠v.  sXmgn¬ hn]Wnbnse kmt¶XnI

apt∂‰ßƒ°nSbnepw cmPysØ sXmgnemfn kaqlØns‚ sXmgn¬]camb

tijn h¿[n∏n°pI F∂XmWv ss\]pWy hnIk\w kw_‘n® tZiob

\bØns‚ ImgvN∏mSv.  ]mhs∏´hcpsS PohnX \nehmcw Db¿Øp∂Xn\mbn

kºZv hyhÿbn¬ DXv]mZ\ h¿[\hpw cmPyØns‚ a’c£aXbpsS

im‡oIcWhpamWv AXv e£yanSp∂Xv.

bphm°ƒ°v BZmbIcamb sXmgn¬ t\Sp∂Xn\mhiyamb

hymhkmbnI {]k‡amb ss\]pWyw kºmZn°p∂Xn\pff ss\]pWy

hnIk\ ]cn]mSnbmWv {][m\a{¥n Iui¬ hnImkv tbmP\ (]nFwsIhnssh).

]s¶Sp°p∂h¿ F{X Adnhpw ss\]pWyhpw t\Sn F∂Xn\p km£y]{Xw

hgn AwKoImcw \evIm≥ Dt±in®psIm≠pff ]≤XnbmWv CXv.  t\csØ
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t\Snbn´pff ]cnNbhpw ss\]pWyhpw ap≥]T\ AwKoImcØn¬

hnebncpØs∏Spw.  Cu ]≤Xn {]Imcw ]nFwsIhnssh tI{µßfn¬

{lkzIme ]cnioe\ßfpw \SØs∏Sp∂p≠v.  ]pXpXmbn sXmgn¬

hn]Wnbn¬ Cdßp∂h¿ Dƒs∏sSbpff apgph≥ sXmgnemfn

kaqlsØbpamWv kvIn¬ C¥y e£yanSp∂Xv.  kwLSnXhpw

AkwLSnXhpamb taJeIfnepff F√mhcpw CXn¬ Dƒs∏Sp∂p.

(2004-2005 se IW°v IS∏mSv : tZiob ss\]pWy hnIk\ \bw, 2015)

apIfn¬ hnhcn® ]´nIbn¬ \n∂pw kvIn¬ C¥y hfsc

A`nejWobamb ]cn]mSnbmsW∂p a\ nem°mw.  hnhn[ hn`mKßfnse

sXmgnemfnIƒ°v sshhn[yam¿∂ ss\]pWy ]cnioe\w \evIn cmPysØ

hyhkmb taJebv°v B{Kln°p∂ hnZKv[ sXmgnemfnIfpsS k©bw

krjvSn°pI F∂XmWv AXns‚ e£yw.  \mjW¬ kvIn¬ Uhe]vsa‚ v

tIm¿∏tdj≥ hgnbmWv ]nFwsIhnsshbpsS ]≤XnIƒ \S∏m°p∂sX¶nepw

sXmgnemfn kaqlw ss\]pWy ]cnioe\w e`yamt°-  

GItZiw sXmgnemfnIƒ 
ap°ph¿ 12.8 Zie£w/ Hmtcm h¿jhpw 

kwLSnX 

sXmgnemfnIƒ 
26 Zie£w 

AkwLSnX 

sXmgnemfnIƒ 
433 Zie£w 

2022 hsc ss\]pWy 

]cnioe\w \evIm≥ 

Dt±in°p∂Xv 

500 Zie£w 

tZiob ss\]pWy 

hnIk\ 

tIm¿∏tdjs‚ 

Ct∏mgsØ tijn. 

{]Xnh¿jw 3.1 Zie£w 
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kwcw`IXzw, efnX ss\]pWyw, kmºØnI hnIk\w XpSßnb {]tXyI

taJeIfn¬ ]cnioe\ kuIcyw Hcp°m≥ a‰p ÿm]\ßsfbpw

kwLS\Isfbpw t{]m’mln∏n°p∂pap≠v.  ]cnioe\w, hnZKvt[m]tZiw,

KthjWw XpSßnbh hgn cmPysØ kwcw`IXzw t{]m’mln∏n°p∂Xn\p

th≠nbmWv \mjW¬ C≥Ãn‰yq v́ t^m¿ Hm≥{S{]W¿jn∏v B≥Uv kvtamƒ

_nkn\kv sUhe]vsa‚ v ÿm]nXambXv. kwcw`IXzw, ss\]pWy hnIk\w

F∂nhbn¬ {]tXbI tImgvkpIfpw ]cnioeI¿°mbpff {]tXyI

]cnioe\ßfpw kwcw`IXz hnIk\ ]cn]mSnIfpamWv Cu C≥Ãn‰yq´v

Gs‰SpØv \SØp∂Xv.

kwcw`IXzØn\mhiyamb kmlNcyßƒ k÷am°pI

hnZym¿∞nIfmb kwcw`Isc AhcpsS Ãm¿´v A∏v DZyaßfn¬

klmbn°p∂Xn\mbn k¿hIemimeIƒ C¶pt_j≥ sk‚dpIƒ

ÿm]n°pIbpw D]tZjvSm°sf \nban°pIbpw sNøp∂p≠v.  hnhn[

kwÿm\ Kh¨sa‚pIƒ {][m\ \Kcßfn¬ am{Xa√ 50000 apX¬ Hcp

e£w hsc P\kwJybpff ]´Wßsfbpw Ãm¿ v́ A]v l∫pIfm°n am‰n

]pØ≥ hyhkmb amXrIIsfbpw kmt¶XnI DXv∏∂ kwcw`ßsfbpw

klmbn°p∂p. ss\]pWyhnIk\ kwcw`IXz a{¥mebw D]tZjvSm°sfbpw

Iq´mfnIsfbpw C¶pt_‰dpIsfbpw XΩn¬ _‘n∏n°p∂Xn\pw kwcw`Icpw

C˛l∫pIfpambn i‡amb irwJe ÿm]n°p∂Xn\pw {ian°p∂p.

CØcØn¬ kmºØnI hf¿® e£yam°n kwcw`IXz kz`mhsØ

klmbn°m≥ Kh¨sa‚ v XbmdmWv.

C¥y≥ kvIqƒ Hm^v Hm≥{S{]W¿jn∏v (ISEED) \SØnb Hcp

]T\Øn¬ Is≠ØnbXv C¥y≥ hnZym¿∞nIfn¬ 87 iXam\hpw

PohnXØnse Hcp L´Ønse¶nepw kwcw`IcmIphm≥ B{Kln°p∂hcmWv

F∂mWv.  cmPysØºmSpw kwcw`I Ahkcßƒ D≠v F∂v Ahcn¬ 90

iXam\hpw hnizkn°pIbpw sNøp∂p.  kmºØnIambn ap∂n¬

\n¬°p∂hcpambn XmcXayw sNøptºmƒ kmºØnIambn Zp¿_ecmb

(49 iXam\w) hn`mKßfnemWv kwcw`I B{Klßƒ IqSpXembn ImWp∂Xv
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F∂pw ]T\w \nco£n°p∂p.  F¥mbmepw \ΩpsS bphm°ƒ°nSbn¬

kwcw`IXz Xmev]cyw h¿[n®p hcp∂XmbmWv ImWp∂Xv.

]pXnb ImeØnse hyhkmb kwcw`I¿°p Ahiyambn

D≠mbncnt°≠ KpWßfmWv ]cn{iaioehpw kwcw`IXz a’c£aXbpw.

kºZvhyhÿbpw hfsc thKØn¬ hn⁄m\mSnÿm\Ønembn

s°m≠ncn°pIbmWv.  sXmgnemfnIfn¬ \n∂v B[p\nI sXmgn¬ kwkvImcw

Bhiys∏Sp∂Xv ]pXnb ss\]pWytijnbpw \ne]mSpIfpamWv.  a\pjy

aqe[\hpw Db¿∂ a’c£aXbpw hnIkn∏n°p∂Xn\v C¥ybpsS

ss\]pWy hnIk\, sXmgn¬ ]cnioe\ ]cn]mSnIfn¬ Xo¿®bmbpw

B[p\nI sXmgn¬ kmt¶XnI hnZyIfpw ]ptcmKa\ sXmgn¬ \ne]mSpIfpw

Dƒs∏SptØ≠XmWv.

kwcw`IXz hnZym`ymkØneqsS sXmgnen\pff tijn h¿≤n∏n°¬

kmlNcyßsf kq£vaambn ]cntim[n®v, hn`hßƒ kzcp°q´n

{]Xnk‘nIsfbpw sh√phnfnIsfbpw AXnPohn®v ]pXnb hyhkmb

DXv∏∂ßfpw \bßfpw hgn kaqlØn¬ ]pXnb {Iaw sIm≠p

hcp∂hcmWv kwcw`I¿.  Ah¿ kzX{¥amb a\ pffhcmWv. am‰Øn\pw

B[p\nI kmt¶XnI hnZybv°pw kaqlØns‚ Db¿®bv°pw th≠n Ah¿

AhcpsS {InbmflIamb tijn hn\ntbmKn°p∂p. t\´ßƒ°mbpfff

{]tNmZ\hpw kwcw`IXz KpWßfpamWv AhcpsS s]mXpkz`mhw.  {]iv\

]cnlmcØnepw Iq´mbvam krjvSnbnepw Ah¿ \√ Imcy£aX {]ISn∏n°p∂p.

kwcw`IXzØn\pw ]pXnb hyhkmb krjvSn°pw \nc¥camb ]cn{iahpw

Bflhnizmkhpw BhiyamsW∂ncns°,  Aÿncamb hn]Wnsbbpw AXn

a’c kz`mhapff hyhkmb kmlNcyßsfbpw AXnPohn°m≥ Bhiyamb

At\Iw IgnhpIfmWv kwcw`IXz tijnIƒ Hcp hy‡n°p \evIp∂Xv.

kwcw`IXz tijnIƒ Hcp Iq´w kwtbmPnX ss\]pWyßfpsS

`mWvUamWv.  AXn¬, Iq´mb {]h¿Ø\w, s]mXpP\ßfpambn _‘w

ÿm]n°¬ XpSßnb hy‡nKX IgnhpIfpw, e£y \n¿Wbw, sXmgn¬

Bkq{XWw, hy‡nXz hnIk\w, Bibhn\nab tijnIƒ,a‰ v
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A\utZymKnI IgnhpIƒ XpSßnb PohnX ss\]pWyßfpamWv

Dƒs∏Sp∂Xv.  hn⁄m\hpw ss\]pWyhpw kwcw`IXz DZyaØn¬ Dbcp∂

k¶o¿W kmlNcyßsf t\cnSm≥ tijn {]Zm\w sNøp∂p.

hy‡amb ImgvN∏mtSmSpIqSnb hnZym`ymkw kwcw`IXz Imcy£aX

h¿[n∏n°pw.  cmPysØ sNdp∏°m¿°v kwcw`IXzØn¬ ]cnioe\hpw

ka{K hnZym`ymkhpw \evIp∂Xn\mbn ÿm]nXambncn°p∂

AlΩZm_mZnse Hm≥{S{]W¿jn∏v Uhe]vsa‚ v C≥Ãn‰yq v́ Hm v̂ C¥y,

Ip´nIfnse kwcw`IXz hmk\ t]mjn∏n°p∂Xn\pw Ahcn¬

Bflhnizmkw hf¿Øp∂Xn\pw {]tXyIw ]cnioe\ ]cn]mSnIƒ

kwLSn∏n®p hcp∂p.  hfsc sNdp∏Øn¬ Xs∂ kwcw`IXz tijnIƒ

t\Sm≥ Ip´nIsf klmbn°pIbmWv Cu kao]\w sIm≠v Dt±in°pI.

A]IS km[yXIsf t\cnSpI, {InbmflIambn Nn¥n°pI, kwL¿jßƒ

ssIImcyw sNøpI, ̂ e{]Zambn Bibhn\nabw \SØpI, IfnIfneqsSbpw

hymbmaßfneqsSbpw Iq´mbn {]h¿Øn°pI XpSßnbhbmWv Ip´nIƒ°p

\evIp∂ ]cnioe\ßƒ.  \nehn¬ temIØn¬ G‰hpw henb kvIqƒ

hnZym`ymk kwhn[m\apff C¥ybnse 1.5 Zie£w kvIqfpIfn¬ \n∂mbn

315 Zie£w Ip´nIƒ ]cnioe\Øn\mbn t]cv cPnÃ¿ sNbvXn´p≠v.

kvIqfn¬ \n∂p Xs∂ kwcw`IXz Znimt_m[w Ip´nIƒ°p \evIphm≥

km[n®m¬ `mhnbn¬ Ah¿ anI® sXmgn¬ {kjvSm°fmbn amdpw.

ss\]pWy hnIk\ {]h¿Ø\ßƒ

{]mcw-`-ambn kwcw-`-I-Xz -Øn-\p-ff eLp ss\]pWy ]cn-io-e\w

e`y-am-°Ww.  eLp ss\]pWyw F∂m¬ Hcpan®p {]h¿Øn°m\pff Ignhv,

t\XrXz KpWßƒ, `mjm {]mhoWyw, hy‡nKX ioeßƒ XpSßnbhbmWv.

kwcw`IXz tijn hnIkn∏n°m≥ Bhiyamb Ahiy LSIßfmWv Ch.

kwcw`Is‚ tijnIfpw a’c£aXbpw hyhkmb taJebn¬ FºmSpw

ssIam‰w sNømhp∂ IgnhpIfmWv.  AXn\m¬ ]pXnb kwcw`w XpSßm≥

B{Kln°p∂ GsXmcmfpw B taJebn¬ hnPbn°p∂Xn\v kwcw`IXzØnepw

_‘s∏´ ss\]pWyßfnepw ASnÿm\ ]cnioe\w t\SWw.
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]pXnb kwcw` krjvSn°pw hnIk\Øn\pw D]Icn°p∂

{]hrØnb[njvTnX ]cnioe\ ]cn]mSnIƒ kwLSn∏n°Ww. _nkn\kv

πm≥ Xbmdm°p∂Xn\v ss\]pWym[njvTnX amXrI, Fßs\ hn]Wn ]T\w,

Fßs\ _nkn\kv πm\pIƒ Xbmdm°mw XpSßnbh kw_‘n®

AhXcWw, hnhc kmt¶XnI hnZybneqsS {]mtZinI I≠p]nSpØßfpsS

t{]m’ml\w XpSßnbh ]pXnb kwcw`I krjvSn°pw hnIk\Øn\pw

BhiyamWv.  Cu ]cnioe\ßƒ°p ]pdsa sNdp∏°mcmb kwcw`Icpw

hnZym¿∞nIfmb kwcw`Icpw a‰p XpS°°mcpw CXpambn _‘s∏´

inev]imeIfnepw skan\mdpIfnepw ]s¶Sp°Ww AXn¬ N¿® sNøp∂

hnjbßƒ ]Tn®v kwcw`IXzØn¬ sXmgn¬ t\Sp∂Xn\mbn kzbw

XbmsdSp°Ww.

inev]ime : hyhkmbØn\pff  Ahkcßƒ AdnbpI,

hyhkmbØn\pff Bibw kzbw cq]oIcn°pI, sXmgnemfnIƒ°v

{]tXyI ]cnioe\w \evIn a\pjy hn`hw hnIkn∏n°pI XpSßnb

Imcyßfn¬  inev]ime kwLSn∏n°pw.

skan\m¿ : hyhkmb \nbaßƒ, \nba]camb LS\Iƒ, {_m≥UnMv,

]ckyw \evI¬ XpSßnbhbn¬ skan\mdpIƒ kwLSn∏n°pw.

`mhn ]cn]mSnIƒ

♦  AhKWn°s∏Sp∂ enwKhn`mKßƒ°nSbn¬ kwcw`IXzw

t{]m’mln∏n°p∂Xn\v kv{XoIƒ, `n∂enwK°m¿ F∂nh¿°v Cu

taJebn¬ IqSpX¬ {][m\yw \evIWw.  {]tZinI AkaXzw C√mXm°m≥

Xmgv∂ hn`mKßƒ°pw a‰v ]m¿izhXvIrX hn`mKßƒ°pw IqSpX¬ {i≤

\evIWw.  F√m hn`mKßsfbpw Dƒs∏SpØp∂p F∂v Dd∏m°p∂

coXnbnepff ss\]pWy ]cnioe\ ]cn]mSnIƒ BhnjvIcn°Ww.

♦  hnZym`ymkw, ss\]pWy ]cnioe\w F∂nhbpsS A`mhamWv

]m¿izhXvIrX kaqlßfpsS hnIk\Øn\p ap∂n¬ {][m\ {]Xn_‘w.

DØchmZnXzßƒ Gs‰Sp°p∂Xn\pff Bflhnizmkan√mbvabnte°mWv

CXv hy‡nIsf FØn°pI.  Bflhnizmkw C√mbva IqSpXembpw
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ImWp∂Xv kv{XoIfnemWv.  kwcw`IXz {]tNmZ\hpw ]cnioe\hpw H∂n®p

\evInbm¬ Cu IpdhpIƒ ]cnlcn°mw.

♦    sshhn[yam¿∂ kmaqlnI kmºØnI PohnX kmlNcyßfn¬

\n∂p hcp∂ hnhn[ hn`mK°m¿°mWv tkh\w e`yamt°≠Xv F∂Xn\m¬

]cnioe\ ]cn]mSnbn¬ sshhn[yam¿∂ tkh\ ]≤XnIƒ thWw.

A\pZn\ PohnXm\p`hßfpw hyXykvXambncn°pw.  DZmlcWØn\v

{]tZinI `mjbnepff DØchpIƒ, IrXyamb ÿeßƒ hnhcn°p∂

DZmlcWßƒ F∂nh ]›mØew IqSpX¬ {Kln°m≥ hnZym¿∞nIƒ°p

klmbIamIpw.

♦  kwcw`I hnZym`ymk taJebnepw ss\]pWy hnIk\ taJebnepw

{]h¿Øn°p∂ hnZKv[cpw ]WvUnXcpw tN¿∂v ÿm]\ßfn¬ t\cn´v

FØn  ]cnioe\w t\Sm≥ km[n°mØh¿°mbn Hm¨sse≥ ]cnioe\

]mTy ]≤Xn Xbmdm°m≥ apt∂m´p hcWw.

♦  em`Icamb sXmgn¬ e`n°p∂Xn\mbn A¥mcmjv{S

\nehmcØnepff sXmgne[njvTnX hnZym`ymk ss\]pWy ]cnioe\

]cn]mSnIfpsS Hcp ]´nIbpw Xbmdm°Ww. \mjW¬ kvIn¬

Izmfn^nt°j≥ s{^bnw h¿°n\p Iogn¬ sXmgne[njvTnX hnZym`ymk

N´°qSns‚ \hoIcWw IrXyamb CSthfIfn¬ \S°Ww.

♦   kmºØnI sRcp°w Ipdbv°p∂Xn\pw {]mtZinI ss\]pWy

kwcw`IXzhpw hnIk\ ]¶mfnXzhpw sa®s∏´ ÿm]\ CSs]Sepw

t{]m’mln∏n°Ww.  CXn\mbn kwcw`IXz hnIk\ ]cn]mSnIƒ°v

Kh¨sa‚ v Bcw`n® ]≤XnIfpsSbpw t{]m’ml\ \S]SnIfpsSbpw

\nehnepff Ahÿ Kh¨sa‚pw _‘s∏´ ÿm]\ßfpw AhtemI\w

sNøWw.  Ch IqSpX¬ sa®s∏SpØp∂Xn\mbn ]T\w \SØmhp∂XmWv.

♦   Ãm¿´∏pIƒ, tijn \n¿ΩmWw XpSßnb taJeIfn¬ \nehnepff

ÿm]\ßsf hn⁄m\ ]¶mfnIfm°n klmbw tXSmhp∂XmWv.  IqSpX¬

Imcy£aXbv°mbn hyhkmbßsfbpw ÿm]\ßsfbpw Ãm¿´∏pIsfbpw
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XΩn¬ _‘n∏n°Ww.  ss\]pWy hnIk\ ]cnioe\ ]cn]mSnIfpsS

hym]vXn, e£yw, ]cnanXn F∂nh IrXyambn Adnbn°Ww.

♦   sa®s∏´ kmt¶XnI kwcw`Isc klmbn°m≥ C¶pt_j≥

hnIk\ ]cn]mSnIƒ Hcp°Ww.

ss\]pWym[njvTnX \h kwcw`ßfpw Ãm¿ v́ A∏pIfpw AXns‚ ]q¿W

km[yX ssIhcn°m≥ ss\]pWy Xmev]cyw {]ISn∏n°p∂ hnZym¿∞nIƒ°v

I¿i\amb ]cnioe\w \evtI≠nbncn°p∂p.  Aßs\ AhcpsS kwcw`I

hmk\Iƒ h¿[n∏n°m\mhpw. AhcpsS a\knse ]pØ≥ hyhkmb

k¶ev]ßƒ bmYm¿∞yam°m\pff Ignhv h¿[n∏n°Ww. sh√phnfnIƒ

t\cnSm≥ Ahsc {]m]vXcm°Ww. kwcw`ßfpsS XpS°Øn¬ Dbcp∂

{]Xnk‘nIsf AXnPohn°m≥ Ah¿°v ]cnioe\w \¬IWw.  sslkvIqƒ

ImeØp Xs∂ hnZym¿∞nIƒ°v Cu coXnbnepff kwcw`IXz DtØP\hpw

e£yw t\Sm\pff {]tNmZ\hpw \¬IWw. CØcØn¬ kwcw`IXz

kvIqfpIƒ, amt\Pvsa‚ v ]cnioe\ ÿm]\ßƒ, C¶pt_j≥ tI{µßƒ,

F∂nh hgn Kh¨sa‚n\pw a‰v ÿm]\ßƒ°pw cmPyØv kwcw`IXz

]cnÿnXn krjvSn°m≥ km[n°pw. CXneqsS hn]Wnsb kzm[o\n®v

A¿∞hØmb am‰ßƒ sIm≠phcm\pw km[n°pw.

tbmP\,

HIvtSm_¿, 2017.
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Bcpw AgnsbÆp∂n√

sk_mÃy≥ t]mƒ

XShpImtcmSv D≠mtI≠Xmb a\pjyXz]camb kao]\sØ°pdn®v

kao]ImeØv Rm≥ \SØnb ]cma¿ißƒ henb Bt£]Øn\v

ImcWambn. {]XntbmS√, CctbmSmWv klm\p`qXn th≠sX∂

]Xnhp]√hn Bh¿Øn°s∏´p.  Cu X¿°w kPohambn \n¬°ptºmƒ

XShpImsc°pdn®pw XShdIsf°pdn®pw hfsc {it≤bamb \nco£Ww

kp{]ow tImSXnbn¬ \n∂p≠mbn.  BZyamb√ kp{]owtImSXn CØcw

\nco£Ww \SØp∂Xv F∂XpsIm≠v Ct∏mgsØ ]cma¿ißfpsSbpw

\n¿t±ißfpsSbpw {]m[m\yw Ipdbp∂n√.  ]Xnaq∂mw \q‰m≠nse

am·Im¿´ apX¬ ]d™psIm≠ncn°p∂ ImcyamsW∂Xn\m¬

hnjbØns‚ kaImenI{]m[m\yw C√mXmIp∂n√.

Ip{]kn≤amb _mÃo¬ Pbn¬ XI¿ØpsIm≠mWv {^m≥kn¬

hnπhw Bcw`n®Xv.  XI¿°s∏´ Pbn¬ hnπhm\¥cw ]p\¿\n¿Ωn°s∏´n√.

AXn¬ hnπhØns‚ ktµiap≠v. U¬lnbnse Xnlm¿ Pbnen\pw

Ip{]kn≤nbp≠v. cmPysØ 1,382 PbnepIƒ Gdnbpw Ipd™pw sNdp

XnlmdpIfmWv. henb XnlmdnemWv NnIn’ In´msX cmP≥ ]nff°v

acnt°≠nh∂Xv.  XShpImcpsS FÆw h¿[n°p∂p; kq£n∏pImcpsS FÆw

Ipdbp∂p.  Ipdhv A\p]mXØn¬ am{XamImw ]t£, AXv KpcpXcamb

{]iv\ßƒ°v ImcWamIp∂p. XShpIm¿ XΩnepw XShpImcpw

Imh¬°mcpw XΩnepw G‰pap´epIƒ D≠mIp∂p.  2015 se IW°\pkcn®v

{]XnZn\w \mev XShpIm¿ C¥ybn¬ sIm√s∏Sp∂p≠v. AXv G‰pap´enemImw;

a¿±\w \nanØamImw. As√¶n¬ BfllXybmImw. tIcfØns‚

X\XpIebmb Dcp´ns°mebpap≠v.  Fßs\bmbmepw Kuchapff

hnjbamWXv. sIme]mXIsØ BflXlXybm°m≥ {]bmkan√mØ

\m´n¬ tem°∏nse sIme]mXIw A\mbmkw BfllXybmIpw.  C∆n[w

75 BfllXyIƒ 2015 ¬ dnt∏m¿´ v sNøs∏´p.  klXShpImcm¬

sIm√s∏´hcpsS FÆw 11 Bbncp∂p.  2012 apX¬ 2015 hsc tZiob ss{Iw
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dnt°m¿Uvkv _yqtdm PbnepIfnse 552 Akzm`mhnIacWßƒ

tcJs∏SpØn.

2013 ¬ ^b¬ sNøs∏´ s]mXpXm¬∏cyl¿Pn ]cntim[n®psIm≠mWv

PÃokpamcmb Fw._n.sem°qdqw Zo]Iv Kp]vXbpw tN¿∂ s_©v

kp{][m\ambPbn¬ \nco£Wßƒ \SØnbXv. XShn¬ sIm√s∏Sp∂hcpsS

_‘p°ƒ°v \jvS]cnlmcw \¬IWsa∂v tImSXn Bhiys∏´p.  2012 apXepff

Pbn¬ acWßfpsS hnhcw tiJcn°m≥ sslt°mSXnIƒ°v \n¿tZiw

\¬Inbn´p≠v. XShpIm¿°v A`n`mjIscbpw IpSpw_mwKßsfbpw

_‘s∏Sp∂Xn\v t^mWpw hoUntbm tIm¨^d≥kv kuIcyhpw

\¬IWsa∂v tImSXn ]d™p.  XShpImcpsS t^m¨ D]tbmKw

hnhmZam°pIbpw _‘pan{XmZnIfpsS Pbn¬ kµ¿i\sØ

A]e]n°pIbpw sNøp∂h¿ ]ctam∂X tImSXnbpsS hm°pIƒ

{i≤n°Ww.  `mcysbmØv cm{Xn sNehgn°p∂Xn\v kuIcyw \¬Ip∂

PbnepIƒ Nne cmPyßfnep≠v.  tKmhnµ®man _ncnbmWn Ign®psh∂v

BhemXns∏Sp∂h¿°v CsXm∂pw a\ nemhn√.  Ah¿ lΩpdm_nbpsS

ImeØv Pohn°p∂hcmWv.  Ah¿°pth≠Xv {Umt°mbpsS \nbaßfmWv.

X\nt°m X\n°v th≠s∏´h¿t°m CsXm∂pw A\p`hnt°≠nhcns√∂

aqVamb hnizmkamWv Ah¿°pffXv.  Xpd∂ PbnepIƒ IqSpXembn

Xpd°Wsa∂v kp{]ow tImSXn Bhiys∏Sp∂Xv XShpImsc a\pjycm°n

\ne\ndpØp∂Xn\pth≠nbmWv. AgnsbÆn°pIsb∂Xv {]mIrXamb

am\knImhÿbn¬ \n∂p≠mb {]tbmKamWv. XShpImcpsS Poh\pw

kzmX{¥yhpw `cWIqSØns‚ Zbm]oTØn¬ ka¿∏n°s∏´ncn°p∂p.

Ah ]cnc£n°s∏SWsa∂vBhiys∏Sp∂Xn\pff AhImiw

XShpIm¿°p≠v. XShpIm¿°pth≠n AXmhiys∏Sp∂Xn\pff

DØchmZnØw ]pdØp \n¬°p∂h¿°pap≠v.  C∂v AhcmsW¶n¬ \msf

\Ωtfm \Ωfnsemcmtfm BImw. XShpIm¿°pth≠nbpff kwkmcw

\ap°pth≠nØs∂bpff kwkmcamWv.

XShpImsc Ip‰hmfnIfmbn I≠v in£n°m≥ am{Xw Xm¬∏cyw

ImWn°p∂ coXnbmWv \ΩptSXv. sa°msfbpsS Imew apXepff
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coXnbmWXv. sa°msfbpsS in£m\nbaØn¬ IcpWbp≠v.  F∂m¬ Pbn¬

\nbaØn¬ AXn√. ]sØm≥]Xmw \q‰m≠nse Pbn¬ \nbaØn\v

Ht∂Im¬ \q‰m≠ns‚ ]g°ambn. Pbn¬ \hoIcWhpw Pbn¬

\nbaßfpsS \hoIcWhpw ASnb¥c{]m[m\yapff ImcyßfmWv.

Pbn¬ \nbaßfpsS kmckw{Klw Ign™ h¿jw B`y¥c a{¥n

AwKoIcn®p.  GIcq]ambn Cu am\yqsh¬ cmPyØn\p apgph≥

_m[Iam°p∂Xn\pff \n¿t±iw kp{]ow tImSXn \¬Inbn´p≠v.  Pbn¬

]cn-jvI-c-W-sØ°pdn®pff PÃokv apff IΩn‰nbpsS in]m¿iIfpw h\nXm

XShpImsc°pdn®pff PÃokv IrjvWø¿ IΩn‰nbpsS in]m¿iIfpw

\S∏mImsX InS°p∂p.  Pbn¬ Bfl-l-Xy-I-sf-°p-dn®v tZiob a\p-jym-h-

Imi IΩo-j≥ Xbm-dm-°nb tcJ-bp-≠v. IÃUn acWw At\z-jn-°p-∂-Xn\v

s\¬k¨ at≠ebpsS t]cn¬ Adnbs∏Sp∂Xpw A¥mcmjv{S sdUvt{Imkv

IΩn‰n ]pds∏Sphn®Xpamb \n¿t±ißfp≠v. Chsb√mw \bcq]oIcWØn\v

B{ibn°mhp∂ tcJIfmWv.  AXn\\pkrXambn t]meokns‚bpw Pbn¬

A[nIrXcpsSbpw kao]\Øn¬ am‰w hcWw.

dnam‚ v in£b√.  in£n°s∏´m¬ dnam‚n¬ Ign™ Imew hIh®p

sImSp°psa∂p am{Xw. AdÃv sNøs∏Sp∂hcn¬ KWyamb `mKw

in£n°s∏Sp∂n√.  At\zjWw kpKaamIp∂Xn\pth≠nbmWv {]XnIƒ

Pbnen¬ Igntb≠nhcp∂Xv. A°meØv AhcpsS Ip‰hpw in£bpw

\n¿Wbn°s∏Sp∂n√. Ahsc k¿°mcns‚ AXnYnIfmbn ImWWw.

dnam‚nemIp∂hsc ]m¿∏n°m≥ Pbnen¬ \n∂phn v́ ]cnjvIrXamb thsd

CSßfp≠mIWw.  At\zjWL´Ønepw hnNmcWbpsS L´Ønepw

in£bpsS L´Ønepw XShpImcpsS ]Zhnbn¬ am‰w hcp∂p≠v.

F√mhscbpw CSIe¿Øn H∂mbn ImWcpXv.

cmPysØ samØw XShpImcpsS aq∂nsem∂v hnNmcWØShpImcmWv.

hnNmcWbn√msX in£n®m¬ Pbnen¬ Igntb≠nhcp∂Xns\°mƒ

IqSpX¬ Imew ]e¿°pw Pbnen¬ Igntb≠nhcp∂p. ]escbpw

in£n°p∂Xv XShn\v \ymboIcWw F∂ \nebnemWv.  Btcm]nXamb



14

Ip‰Øn\v \n¿t±in°s∏´ncn°p∂ in£mImeØns‚ ]IpXn

hnNmcWØShpImcmbn Pbnen¬ Ign™n´pffhsc kz¥w PmayØn¬

hn´b°Wsa∂v \nbaw A\pimkn°p∂p. in£ ]q¿Ønbm°nbmepw

tamNnXcmImsX PbnepIfn¬ Ignbp∂hcpsS \mSmWnXv.  XShpIm¿

A{]Imcw hnkvacn°s∏tS≠hc√.

PbnepIƒ ]p\c[nhmktI{µßfmWv.  AhnsS BSpIfpw

sN∂mbv°fpap≠v.  B´n≥tXmen´ sN∂mbv°fpw sN∂mbtØmen´

BSpIfpap≠v.  Ahsc a\pjycm°n ]pdtØ°psIm≠ph∂v kaqlØns‚

apJy[mcbn¬ ebn∏n°pIsb∂XmWv PbnepIfn¬ \St°≠ {]h¿Ø\w.

Pbn-ep-Iƒ kaq-l-Øns‚ kmwkvImcnIamb \nehmcsØ {]Xn^en∏n°p∂p.

_wKfqcphnse sk≥{S¬ Pbnen¬ Rm≥ ]eh´w t]mbn´p≠v.  Zp_mbv

sk≥{S¬ Pbnen¬ Hcp XShpImcs\m∏w Ign™ \hh’cZn\Øn¬

Ipsdkabw sNehgn®p.  F√mhcmepw hnkvacn°s∏´ B XShpImc≥

A‰vekv cmaN{µ≥ F∂ t]cn¬ \ap°v ]cnNnX\mWv.  Hcp ]©\£{X

dntkm¿´ns‚ {]XoXnbmWv Zp_mbv Pbn¬ kµc¿iI¿°v \¬Ip∂Xv.

At¥hmknIƒ°v Aßs\bmIWsa∂n√.  Im©\°q´nembmepw _‘\w

_‘\w Xs∂bmWv.  PbnepIƒ C√mØ Imew D≠mhm\nSbn√mØXn\m¬

PbnepIƒ F{]Imcw \∂m°m≥ Ignbpsa∂ BtemN\bv°v Ft∏mgpw

{]k‡nbp≠v..

tZim`nam\n,

1 HIvtSm_¿, 2017.
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s]mfns®gpXWw hnZym¿∞n cmjv{Sobw

laoZv tN∂awKeq¿

tIcf sslt°mSXnbpsS Unhnj≥ s_©v HIvtSm_¿ 13˛\p Iemeb

cmjv{SobsØ°pdn®p \SØnb \nco£Wßƒ hnZym¿∞nIfptSbpw

c£nXm°fptSbpw am{Xa√,cmjv{Sob ta[mhnIfptSbpw IÆpXpd∏n

t°≠Xp≠v.  tImSXnhn[nsb {]Xntema]cw F∂p A[nt£]n°p∂Xn\p

]Icw, Ign™ H∂c ]Xn‰mt≠mfambn \oXn]oTØns‚ `mKØp\n∂p

hnZym¿∞n cmjv{SobØn\p t\sc hna¿i\mflI CSs]SepIƒ F¥psIm≠v

CSbv°nsSbp≠mIp∂p F∂p _‘s∏´ I£nIƒ BtemNnt°≠

kµ¿`amWnXv . 1958  sXm´ v kwÿm\Øv I≠phcp∂ hnZym¿∞n

cmjv{SobØns‚ {]tbmKcoXnIfn¬ ]cnjvIcWw th≠Xpt≠m, Ds≠¶n¬

F∆n[w, GtXXv Xeßfn¬ AXpthWw F∂ ImXemb tNmZyw Db¿Øm≥

C\nbpw sshIn°qSm.

Ct∏mƒ tIm¨{K ns‚ tZiob t\Xm°fn¬ Hcmfmb F.sI.B‚Wn

Dƒs∏sS, A∂sØ tIm¨{Kkv A\pIqe hnZym¿∞n Iq´mbvabpsS

t\Xr\ncbnepffhcpsS ap≥ssIbnemWv 1958 Pqsse 15 \p ‘HcW kacw’
XpSßnbXpw ]n∂oSXv  ‘hntamN\ kac’ Øn¬  IÆntN¿°s∏´Xpw.

]m¿esa‚dn P\m[n]XyØns‚ Nn´h´ßf\pkcn®v A[nImcØn¬ h∂

IΩyqWnÃv k¿°mcns\ A´nadn°m≥ th≠nbpffXmbncp∂p hntamN\

kacw.  `cWLS\m XØzßƒ°pw P\m[n]Xy aqeyßƒ°pw Xcnºpw

hneI¬∏n°msX \SØs∏´ B kacØn¬ tIm¨{K \pIqe

hnZym¿∞nIƒ IΩyqWnÃv hncp≤ ]m¿´nIfpsS N´pIßfmbn

amdpIbmbncp∂p.

IΩyqWnÃv `cWØns\Xnsc \ne]msSSpØ tIm¨{K S°apff

]m¿´nIfpsS t]mjI kwLS\Ifmbn h¿Øn® hnZym¿∞n {]ÿm\ßƒ

1958-̨ 59 ImeØv kzoIcn® kao]\Øns‚ IayqWnÃv Iu≠¿]m¿´v F∂

\nebn¬ sI.Fkv.F^v.(]n¬°meØv Fkv.F^v.sF.) \nehn¬ h∂p.

B‚Wnbpw hbem¿ chnbpw a‰pw t\XrXzw \¬Inb tIm¨{Kkv A\pIqe
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hnZym¿∞n kwLS\bpsS {]tbmmKcoXnIfn¬ \n∂p H´pw hyXykvXX

]pe¿ØmsXbmWv B kwLS\bpw {]h¿Øn®Xv.   Ccp kwLS\IfptSbpw

`cWLS\Ifn¬  FgpXnsh®Xv F¥pXs∂bmbmepw, AhbpsS dntam´v

I¨t{Smƒ _‘s∏´ amXrI£nbpsS taihen∏pIfnencn°p∂p F∂Xp

kXyw am{Xw.

hnZym¿∞n kaqlØns‚ t£aw F∂Xntesd amXr]m¿´nbpsS cmjvSob

em`Ønembncp∂p tIm¨{Kk\pIqe hnZym¿∞n Iq´mbvabpsS F∂t]mse

Fkv.F v̂.sF bptSbpw Du∂¬.  1986˛¬ B kwLS\ \SØnb {]oUn{Kn

t_m¿Uv hncp≤ kacw AXns‚ anI® DZmlcWamWv. bqWnthgvkn‰n

hnZym`ymkØn¬ \n∂p {]oUn{Knsb th¿s]SpØp∂Xns\Xnsc \SØs∏´

B {]t£m`Øn\p hnZym¿∞n kaqlØns‚ t£ahpambn bmsXmcp

_‘hpap≠mbncp∂n√. bYm¿∞Øn¬ hnZym¿∞nIfpsS DØa

Xm¬∏cyßƒs°Xncmbncp∂p B {]t£m`w.  HSphn¬ Fkv.F v̂. sF bpsS

ISn™m¨ ]nSn°p∂ ]m¿´n Xs∂ {]oUn{Kn tImtfPv XeØn¬ \n∂p

th¿s]SpØp∂ {]{Inbbn¬ ]¶mfnbmhpIbpw sNbvXp.

kwÿm\Ønse {]apJ hnZym¿∞n kwLS\Ifmb Fkv.F^v.sF

bptStbm sI.Fkv.bphnt‚tbm am{Xw IYb√ CXv. F._n.hn.]nbpw

Fw.Fkv.F^pw sXm´v aXmflI kwLS\Ifm¬ \nb{¥n°s∏Sp∂

Fkv.sF.H., tIw]kv {^‚ v XpSßnb kwLS\Iƒ hsc F√m hnZym¿∞n

{]ÿm\ßfpw amXrkwLS\IfpsS Xo´pcßƒ°\pkrXambn am{Xw

{]h¿Øn°p∂hbmWv. F¬.Un.F^v. `cn°ptºmƒ bp.Un.F^v

A\pIqe hnZym¿∞n kwLS\Ifpw bp.Un.F^v `cn°ptºmƒ

F¬.Un.F v̂. A\pIqe hnZym¿∞n kwLS\Ifpw ]Tn∏papS°aS°apff

kacßfnte¿s∏Sp∂XmWv s]mXphmb coXn. (CXn¬ A]hmZßƒ

Cs√∂n√) Aßs\ kacw sNøptºmƒØs∂, l¿ØmepIfpw _µpIfpw

P\ßfpsSta¬ ASnt®¬∏n°s∏Sp∂Xpt]mse hnZym¿∞nIfpsS ta¬

ASnt®¬∏n°s∏SpIbmWv ]Tn∏papS°pw A\p_‘ kacapdIfpw.

GsX¶nepw hnZym¿∞n {]ÿm\Øns‚ 51 iXam\w A\pbmbnIfpw ]q¿Æ
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a\t msS GsX¶nepw ]Tn∏papS°p kacØn¬ ]s¶SpØ Ncn{Xw Hcp

hnZym¿∞n kwLS\bv°pw Nq≠n°m´m\mhn√.  kacmlzm\hpw

ap{ZmhmIym´lmkhpambn HmSn\S°m≥ F´p]Øpt]cps≠¶n¬ GXp

hnZym¿∞nkachpw \ΩpsS Iemebßfn¬ ‘hnPbn°pw’ F∂XmWhÿ.

Cu s]mXp]›mØew ap∂n¬sh®pthWw Iemeb cmjv{SobsØ

°pdn®p sslt°mSXn \SØnb \nco£Wßsf hnebncpØm≥.

hnZym¿∞nkaqlØnse alm`qcn]£Øn\pta¬ B kaqlØnse

ssat{ImkvtIm∏nI \yq\]£w kacßƒ ASnt®¬∏n°p∂psh¶n¬ AXn\p

ImcWw hnZym¿∞nkwLS\m t\XrXzØn\p cmjv{Sob∏m¿´nIfn¬\n∂p

e`n°p∂ kwc£WamWv.  cmjv{Soba√, I£ncmjv{SobamWv Iemebßfnse

bYm¿∞ hn√≥.  CSXp heXp t`Zan√msX cmjv{Sob t\Xm°ƒ ]ecpw

tImSXnhn[ns°Xnsc {]XnIcn®n´p≠v.  hnZym¿∞n cmjv{Sobw hne°nbm¬

hnZym`ymk ÿm]\ßfn¬ h¿§ob,aXauenIi‡nIƒ ]nSnapdp°pw

F∂Xt{X ]ecpw D∂bn°p∂ Hcp hmZw.  CXptI´m¬ tXm∂pI Ct∏mƒ

\ΩpsS ]mTimeIsf√mw h¿§obX aXauenIXm ap‡amsW∂mWv.

F._n.hn.]n., tIw]kv {^‚ v, Fkv.sF.H., Fw.Fkv.F v̂., sI.Fkv.kn. XpSßn

]e {_m≥UpIfn¬s∏´ h¿§ob˛ aXauenI hnZym¿∞nkwLS\Iƒ

Gsd°meambn \ΩpsS Iemebßfn¬ {]h¿Øn°p∂p≠v.  tImSXnbpsS

hna¿i\Øn\p ]m{XambXpw \nbam\pkrXa√mØXpamb cmjv{Sob

{]tbmKßƒ°p XSbn´XpsIm≠pam{Xw ]pXpXmbn Hcp h¿§obi‡nbpw

Iemeb hf∏pIfnte°v C\n Ibdnhcm\n√.

]Xns\ v́ hb v XnI™h¿°v thm´hImiapff \m´n¬ B {]mbw

]n∂n´ hnZym¿∞nIƒ°p cmjv{Sobw AcpsX∂p ]dbp∂Xp hnhct°SmWv

F∂XmWv as‰mcp hmZw.  kΩnXnZm\mhImiapff hnZym¿∞nIƒ°p

cmjv{Sobw ths≠∂p Bcpw ]dbp∂n√.  Iemebßsf I£ncmjv{SobØns‚

]cnioe\°fcnIfm°cpXv Ft∂ adp]£w Bhiys∏Sp∂p≈q.  tIw]kn\p

shfbn¬ CjvSapff cmjv{Sob∏m¿´nIfn¬ hnZym¿∞nIƒ {]h¿Øn°s´.

]m¿´n t\XrXzw Bhiys∏Sp∂ ]cn]mSnIfn¬ tImtfPpIƒ°p shfnbn¬

Ah¿ `mK`m°mhs´.  Bcpw AXns\ tNmZyw sNøm≥ t]mIp∂n√.
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Iemeb cmjv{Sobhne°v Acmjv{SobhmZ]camWv F∂XmWv

tImSXnhn[nsb hna¿in°p∂hcpsS aq∂masØ hmZw.  cmjv{Sobw kaw

I£ncmjv{Sobw F∂ ]ng® [mcWbn¬\n∂mWv Cu hmZw P\n°p∂Xv.

]pdtabpff cmjv{Sob°mcm¬ ap®qSpw \nb{¥n°s∏Sp∂ ]m¿´n

s]mfn‰nIvkmWv \ΩpsS tIw]kpIfnepffXv.

GsX¶nepw {]tXyI hnZym¿∞nkwLS\bv°p ta[mhnXzapff

Iemebßfn¬ B kwLS\ CXc hnZym¿∞nkwLS\Isf ImbnIambn

ASn®a¿Øp∂ P\m[n]Xy hncp≤ coXnbpw kwÿm\Øp

]ebnSßfnepap≠v.  I£ncmjv{SobØn\p ]Icw tImtfPpIfn¬ I£yXoX

cmjv{Sobw (_u≤nI cmjv{Sobw)  {]h¿Ø\\ncXambm¬ kwL´\mflI

cmjv{Sobw kwhmZmflI cmjv{SobØn\p hgnamdpw.  kwhmZmflI

cmjv{SobsØ tImSXntbm a‰msc¶neptam hna¿in°p∂n√.

I£yXoX kwhmZmflI cmjv{SobamWv hnZym¿∞nIsf

BtcmKyIchpw Ak¶pNnXhpamb P\m[n]Xymht_m[Øntebv°p

\bn°pI.  Hcp ]m¿´nbptSbpw D]IcWa√msX {]h¿Øn°m\pw ]ca

kzX{¥ambn cmjv{Sob hnNn¥\w \SØm\pw hnZym¿∞nkaqlØn\p

km[n°Ww.  \nehnepff hnZym¿∞n cmjv{SobØn¬ AXp km[ya√.  A]c

Bibßsf AlnwkmflIambn t\cnSpI F∂Xntesd A]c cmjv{Sob

{]Xn\n[m\ßsf lnwkmflIambn FXncnSpI F∂ XØzhpw

{]tbmKhpamWv Iemeb cmjv{SobØn¬ Zo¿LImeambn \nehnepffXv.

ta¬∏d™ XØzØnepw {]tbmKØnepw s]mfns®gpØp IqSntb

Xocq.  Hcp cmjv{Sob∏m¿´nbptSbpw hmemImsX k¿∆X{¥ kzX{¥ambn

Nn¥n°m\pw cmjv{Sob kmaqlnI hnjbßfn¬ Xocpam\ßsfSp°m\pw

{]m]vXnbpff hnZym¿∞n kaqlsØ krjvSn°p∂XmIWw hnZym¿∞n

cmjv{Sobw.  Awt_ZvIdpsS hm°pIƒ tImSXn D≤cn°pIbp≠mbn.

P\ßfm¬ AwKoIcn°s∏´ `cWLS\bpff cmPyØv B

{KŸØnt‚bpw AX\pimkn°p∂ \nbahyhÿbptSbpw

ASnÿm\Øn¬ thWw Iemebcmjv{Sobw apt∂m´p t]mIm≥.
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`cWIqStam Iemeb \SØn∏pImtcm hnZym¿∞nIfpsS \ymbamb

AhImißƒ l\n°p∂ps≠¶n¬ AXns\Xnsc \nbam\pkrX

{]Xntj[apdIfpw \S]SnIfpw Ahew_n°pIbmWv hnZym¿∞n

{]ÿm\ßƒ sNtø≠Xv.

]Icw, \nbaw IønseSpØp {]XntbmKnIsf t\cnSptºmƒ hnZym¿∞n

cmjv{Sobw t]io_e cmjv{Sobambn XcwXmgp∂p.  P\m[n]Xy]ca√,

Kp≠m[n]Xy]camWv t]in_e cmjv{Sobw.  hnZym¿∞nIfn¬ hftc≠Xp

Kp≠m[n]Xy]chpw ^mknk]chpamb Aht_m[a√ F∂ A`n{]mbapff

cmjv{Sob t\Xm°ƒ h√hcpaps≠¶n¬ Ah¿ ta¬s®m∂ sslt°mSXn

hn[nsb kzmKXw sNtø≠nbncn°p∂p.

kaImenI aebmfw,

23 HIvtSm_¿, 2017.
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Draft rules and dissent
Akshay Deshmane

On March 31 this year, the Union government released the draft Right to Information

(RTI) Rules, 2017, for public consultation. The draft rules, all 22 of them, were ostensibly proposed

to implement the RTI Act in a better manner. However, within days of their release, the rules

became controversial, with civil society groups and opposition parties criticising them and an

international non-profit even terming one of the rules a “death sentence” for RTI users.

But the criticism of these draft rules, which are yet to be notified, was not only limited

to civil society and the opposition parties. Frontline has learnt that voices critical of the new

rules have been raised within the government too.  M. Sridhar Acharyulu, a serving Central

Information Commissioner, has sent a 10- page response to the Department of Personnel and

Training (DoPT), the nodal government department that drafted and released the rules.

Acharyulu’s response, accessed by Frontline, expresses the former law professor’s suggestions

and deftly worded criticisms about the draft rules in extensive detail. It raises questions about several

problematic rules, seeks their withdrawal or redrafting, and flags at least one as “illegal”.

The Central Information Commission (CIC), a 10-member quasi-judicial body, is the topmost

adjudicating authority for all requests made by Indian citizens seeking information from public

authorities under the RTI Act. Government officials are legally obliged to follow directions and

orders passed by the Central Information Commissioners. However, the commission was not

consulted by the DoPT when the RTI rules were drafted, even though their actual implementation is

the chief responsibility of the commission itself. This is a fact that Acharyulu emphasises at the

beginning of his response.

In recent years, dissenting voices from the CIC have been, at best, sporadic and rare.

Acharyulu’s detailed and nuanced response to the new rules is, therefore, significant for its straight

talk to the DoPT, which reports directly to the Prime Minister’s Office.

The response may be broadly divided into two sections: the first contains his suggestions

for the possible introduction of new, detailed procedures that are not there in the draft rules and
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the second comprises comments on the draft rules proposed by the DoPT. In the comments,

Acharyulu raises questions and makes suggestions for rules he is evidently not impressed by.

CONTROVERSIAL RULE

Consider draft Rule no. 12, the most controversial one that the international non-profit

organisation Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative referred to as a “death sentence” for RTI

users. This draft rule is controversial for the following reasons. It specifies the conditions under

which an RTI user can withdraw his appeal for information from the CIC. Section 1 of the rule

empowers the CIC to permit withdrawal of appeals for information by RTI users and Section 2

states that the proceedings pending before it “shall abate” if the person making the appeal dies

before a decision is arrived at. This has alarmed RTI users and pro-transparency campaigners

who have pointed out that silencing and attacking those who ask uncomfortable questions could

now become easier (See “Diluting a right”, Fronline, May 12,2017 for a detailed explanation).

Acharyulu has supported section one but asked for the second section to be “deleted”.

Calling it “Ultra vires SS 19, 20”, or beyond the powers of the sections 19 and 20 of the RTI

Act, he explains his reasons for seeking the deletion thus: “Suppose before death of the appellant,

Commission issues (a) show cause notice and explanation submitted warrants penalty, why should

the PIO [Public Information Officer] not be punished if applicant dies? Or if the information has

been directed to be disclosed, why can’t compliance be enforced? In a civil case the rights do

not cease to exist on death of parties. Right to Information is civil right, and RTI Act is not

criminal law. If applicant is killed by mafia about whom the information was sought, why should

it not be disclosed? Will law allow killing of applicant and also the appeal and RTI?”

Incidentally, a rule with identical sections was first proposed for incorporation in 2007

by the CIC itself. Repeated attempts to incorporate it failed as it was always controversial. The

second United Progressive Alliance (UP A) government’s tenure also witnessed a similar effort

and controversy and the government yielded by withdrawing the rule.

DoPT officials told Frontline in mid September that the government had taken note of

the mounting criticism to Rule 12 and was likely to withdraw it. This will be reflected in the rules
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that finally get notified. A DoPT official said that a fresh draft of the rules, which excludes Rule

12, was already being discussed internally. The CIC was also being consulted, the official added.

Rule 12 is not the only one that has invited criticism from veteran RTI users and experts.

It appears that the controversial Rule 17, which Acharyulu as well as the prominent RTI activist

Subhash Chandra Agrawal has objected to, may still remain in the final list of rules to be notified.

Rule 17 concerns “posting of appeal/complaint/non-compliance before the Information

Commissioner”. This rule seeks to empower the Chief Information Commissioner to direct a

bench of two or more Information Commissioners to conduct a hearing in any given case of his

choice, either at the request of any IC or on a suo motu basis.

Acharyulu has taken strong objection to this, calling it “illegal” and suggesting that

introduction of such a rule means that the executive wants to “dilute or reduce or destroy powers”

of individual commissioners. He has suggested either fully doing away with the rule or redrafting

it. “The Act did not provide for constitution of Division Benches or larger benches. Making rules

for larger Bench, which is not provided by Act, is illegal and ultra vires RTI Act. If by practise or

convention, constituting bench is felt appropriate by the Commission, for the same involves an

intricate question of law or larger public interest, IC should be left with power to decide and only

on his reference or request, the Chief can constitute larger Bench. Executive government cannot

dilute or reduce or destroy powers of individual commissioner or enhance the powers of [the]

Chief Information Commissioner against the law by Parliament,” he said.

There are six other draft rules which, though less controversial, have come under

Acharyulu’s scrutiny for their significant impact on citizens’ ability to use RTI for getting information.

One that directly impacts citizens is draft Rule 4, which details the fees to be paid by RTI users for

accessing information. The Central Information Commissioner argues that the current Rs.2 per

page or Rs.4 per sheet rate is “double than market” rate and that the “government cannot charge

exorbitantly or double than a private commercial shop”.

MODE OF PAYMENT

Draft Rule 6, another rule of similar nature, details the mode of payment. In his suggestions

on this rule, Acharyulu has noted a practice among some PIOs that adds unnecessary bureaucracy
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and wastes tax-payer’s money. He describes it thus: “Some PIOs are spending  Rs.100 in

demanding  Rs.10, which is already paid to the Government of India on purchase of an IPO

[Inland Postal Order]. If each PIO spends Rs.100 demanding new IPO for  Rs.10 every day,

imagine how much public money is wasted. Even if applicant gives fresh IPO in response, still

state suffers loss of  Rs.90. The common sense also should be used along with legal power!”

To prevent this, Acharyulu has suggested adding a couple of clarifying sentences to draft Rule 6

to make it explicit that no application can be rejected if the applicant has attached an IPO with it.

Noting that Hindi and English, the languages mandated to be used for official proceedings

of the commission, do not suffice, Acharyulu has suggested that other “constitutionally recognised

languages” be permitted. “If both the parties and the commission know either Telugu or Tamil,

why should they not conduct in such language?” he asked.

The remaining three are draft Rules 10, 15 and 16. Rule 10 concerns certain conditions

attached to the power of appeal. This rule is also not contained in the powers vested from the

RTI Act. This could be left to the discretion of the Information Commissioner, Acharyulu suggested.

ON PROCEDURE

Rule 15 details the procedure for deciding what decisions to take about the complaints received

from RTI applicants. Seeking the total deletion of this rule, the former law professor wrote: “It has to

be left to CIC to deal with complaints in its own discretion. The Executive Government cannot interfere

with this power specifically provided by RTI Act.”

Rule 16 pertains to compliance with the orders of the commission. Arguing in favour of the

deletion of this rule in entirety, he argued that since there was no official format for filing RTI applications,

complaints and appeals, compliance with the commission’s orders also does not need it.

While Acharyulu’s comments and suggestions about the existing draft rules proposed in

the RTI Rules, 2017, are exhaustive, his suggestions for making fresh rules to streamline everyday

working of the right to information system are even more detailed. Covering vast ground, the

Central Information Commissioner has sought the preparation of new rules and guidelines for the

following:   a) implementation of section 4;   b) detailed rules for Central PIOs to effectively
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tackle RTI requests;     c) comprehensive guidelines on dealing with first appeals;   d) rules on

staff and resources for the CIC and RTI wings of public authorities;    e) rules to clarify determination

of publie authority under RTI Act; and    f) rules on maintenance of records and missing files.

Acharyulu has applied his academic rigour and practical experience of adjudicating RTI appeals

to the new draft rules released by the government. It remains to be seen if those who draft the

final rules for notification stay true to both the letter and the spirit of the RTI Act, which is a

landmark and historic piece of legislation that has empowered citizens in an unprecedented manner.

Frontline,
13 October, 2017
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Blueprint for privatisation
T.K. Rajalakshmi

For the first time in independent India, it has been openly admitted in a national health

policy document that critical gaps in healthcare would be filled by the private sector. The draft

three-year action agenda (2017-18 to 2019-20) of the National Institution for Transforming

India, or NITI Aayog, talks of making a quantum jump in health outcomes in the next 15 years

and about public -private partnerships (PPPs) as “growth enablers”. A concerted push to make

PPPs an integral part of the health delivery system seems to be underway, the ostensible reason

being to strengthen health systems without a corresponding increase in health budgets.

A project proposal and a draft model concessionaire agreement (MCA), drawn up by

NITI Aayog and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) in June this year advocates

adopting the PPP model in healthcare and health delivery services. The framework for such a

partnership is outlined in a project which goes out of its way to accommodate and facilitate

private players in the health care system in the name of augmenting select healthcare services for

non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in tier 2 and tier 3 cities, which, as is commonly known,

already have better infrastructure compared with smaller mofussil towns and cities. The

concessionaire agreement is to be drawn between State governments and selected private partners

in the form of a PPP for the treatment of NCDs.

These services are primarily aimed at preventing and treating NCDs to “augment” the

government’s NCD response capacity, especially at the secondary level, to “decongest tertiary

facilities at the State level and expand access to secondary and basic tertiary level services at the

district level.”

Letters were sent to Chief Secretaries of States in the first week of June asking for

responses to the proposed MCA document that attempts to put in place a “robust, scalable and

a sustainable PPP model in the health sector”. Interestingly, the model and the agreement aim at

“prevention and treatment services for non-communicable diseases(cardiac sciences, oncology

and pulmonary sciences)”. This fits in with the growing global emphasis on NCDs, despite the
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fact that communicable diseases such as multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB), vector-

borne diseases and hunger induced morbidity still constitute a major challenge to the morbidity

and mortality burden in developing countries such as India. The objective to create infrastructure

and develop capacity in the assigned district hospital to provide basic tertiary care and advanced

secondary care related to the three NCDs does not, therefore, indicate a seriousness regarding

the health challenges facing the country, more so in the context of more than a hundred infant

deaths in two district government hospitals (BRD Medical College, Gorakhpur, and District

Hospital, Farookhabad) that have underscored the need for greater government expenditure on

health as a whole.

The reasons cited for this PPP push in the area of NCDs include goal number 3 of the

United Nations sustainable development goals which aims at a one-third reduction in premature

mortality from NCDs through prevention and treatment. Other reasons include “large infrastructure

gaps”, especially in rural areas, significant gaps in human resources, especially at the level of

specialists, and constrained fiscal space for States to provide increased allocations for NCDs.

Quoting the National Sample Survey Office’s (NSSO) 7lst Round (January-June 2014): Key

Indicators of Social Consumption in India, which found that 72 per cent of the rural populace and

79 per cent of the urban populace sought health care in the private sec-

tor owing to shortage of infrastructure and human resources, the draft note makes a strong

argument for augmenting infrastructure and addressing the gap in the “operational capacity” and

in human resource. The implementing authority (the State government) would not only hand over

built-up space or vacant land to the project, but allocate “designated constructed area for

establishment of allied commercial services as cafeteria, bookshops, ATM, that add value for

visitors at the hospital”.

NITI Aayog had engaged the World Bank as a technical partner and apparently held

wide consultations with the States, industry and other stakeholders in the run-up to the draft

MCA. In order to give a direction to enhanced private sector engagement through PPPs to

address the “growing burden of NCDs”, NITI Aayog’s project aims to “improve access to
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quality screening, diagnostic and treatment services related to cardiology, oncology and pulmonology

in district hospitals through public-private partnerships”; decongest tertiary facilities at the State

level; reduce out-of-pocket expenditures on diagnosis, treatment and care; and create infrastructure

and augment capacity at district hospitals to provide tertiary care and advanced secondary care

in the three NCD specialities in the medium and long term. Under the scheme, the services can be

accessed by everyone; the patients referred by the State government will receive cashless NCD

services and the costs will be reimbursed to the private parties at agreed rates. Another category

of “patients”, designated as “self-paying” patients, will pay at agreed rates. The concept of “free

treatment” at government hospitals does not appear to be part of the scheme though the draft

aims at reducing out-of- pocket expenditure.

AUGMENTING PRIVATE PLAYERS AT PUBLIC COST

The district hospitals to be short-listed for the project in tier 2 and tier 3 cities are expected

to have not less than 250 functional beds. As part of “augmenting the capacity of the district

hospitals”, hospital authorities are expected to allocate 30,000 square feet for a 50-bed facility

and 60,000 square feet for a 100-bed facility as the minimum space for setting up the PPP facility.

The project framework further suggests that for a 50-bed facility, a minimum of 75 per cent of the

space requirement should be met by the built-up structure of the hospital and for the remaining,

vacant land within the premises of the hospital could be allocated by the State government. State

governments, the framework suggests, have the freedom to change the minimum requirement of

built-up space to be allocated within the district hospital depending on the situation and space

available. But in the same vein, the NITI Aayog proposal says that ‘’lesser the allocated space

within the existing structure of the district hospital, higher will be the construction cost and time

required to construct and operationalise the facility,” which means that district hospitals will have

to allocate more space, all in the name of augmentation. This means that space that could have

been used by the district hospital for providing healthcare, presumably free healthcare, for the

treatment of diseases that were the priority in that particular area, would now be siphoned off to

set up a PPP facility.
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The processes by which these formulations have been arrived at are equally revealing.

The document states that the minimum services to be offered at the district hospital was “determined

through a series of intensive consultations over a period of three months with the working groups

constituted by the NITI Aayog (including the participation of key private health providers, MoHFW,

a few States and an expert group of healthcare providers), four regional workshops organised

by the CII [Confederation of Indian Industry] and inputs from representatives of the MoHFW,

select State governments and district hospital representatives”. The choice of minimum services

to be provided was based on feasibility factors that included availability of specialists, infrastructure,

patient load, equipment, etc. Clearly, only a few States and a few stakeholders were involved in

the process.

PPP SERVICES.

Clinical services and clinical support services will be provided around the three specialities

of oncology, cardiology and pulmonology. State governments are expected to “endeavour to

establish linkages with population based screening programmes under the NPCDCS [National

Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke]

at the level of sub centres/health and wellness centres, PHCs [primary health centres] and CHCs

[community health centres]”. Perhaps to ensure the success and viability of the PPP project by a

constant flow of patients, the NITI Aayog document says that “State governments will ensure

appropriate communication to all PHCs and all the NCD clinics functional at the CHCs under

the NPCDCS for referring patients to specialised services under the project”. In what seems to

be a further push for such arrangements, State governments have to “establish linkages with

existing national and State initiatives such as the emergency transportation/am-

bulance services for patient referrals and health protection schemes such as RSBY [Rashtriya

Swasthya Bima Yojana]/National Health Protection Schemes/State level insurance schemes to

leverage upon the facilities and resources to arrive at greater synergies”. District hospitals will

also “share” ambulance, blood bank, physiotherapy, biomedical waste disposal, mortuary, parking,

inpatient payment counter, hospital security and sanctioned electric load services with the NCD
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services under the project, which means that the already overburdened services in district hospitals

will be linked with those offered under the PPP project.

Further, the project envisages that the “private partner will in co-ordination with the

Medical Superintendent of the District Hospital develop an inventory of services that would be

shared with the district hospital” and “will develop a Standard Operating Procedure [SOP] in

consultation with the district hospital authorities documenting the process of accessing the support

services. The MS will approve this SOP and it will be binding on both the private partner and the

district hospital authorities.” The operative word here, “will”, negates any element of choice that

a hospital administration might have in the best interests of the institution run on public money.

Revenues will be generated by the State government and the paying patients.

The proposal also recommends a concession period of 30 years for the project to become

financially viable and attractive enough for private partners to invest in. Under the section detailing

the “financial structure” of the PPP, the NITI Aayog document clearly states that there would be

“no reserved beds or no quota of beds for free services”.   The State government will reimburse

the private partner for the patients referred to and approved by the designated authority in the

district hospital. The proposal also lays down the volume share of diseases to be treated at the

inpatient departments thus: 75 per cent cardiac cases, 10 per cent oncology and 15 per cent

pulmonology cases. It says that these “assumptions might change from State to State or district

to district based on epidemiological profile and existing patient load”, though the recommended

percentages, it says, are based on national data.

Apart from the conceptual tilt towards NCDs in the project, there is a more specific bent

towards a particular kind of NCD that are lifestyle-related and are likely to afflict the upper

middle classes. In a paper titled “Trends in Coronary Heart Disease Epidemiology in India”

published in Annals of Global Health (Volume 82, Issue 2, March-April 2016), the authors,

Rajeev Gupta, Indu Mohan and Jagat Narula, write that the geographic distribution of coronary

vascular disease mortality in India indicated that in less-developed regions, in the eastern and

north-eastern States with low human development indices, there was a lower proportionate
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mortality compared with better developed States in the southern and western regions.

The project proposal conveys the impression that all State governments will be on board

with such a proposal, which clearly involves the overburdening of existing services for emergency

transportation and for patient referrals.  It is revealing that sections in the document explaining the

run-up to the project framework indicate that not all State governments, or all stakeholders such

as public health experts and representatives, had been consulted before drafting the concessionaire,

the guidelines and the project proposal. The CII, on the other hand, seems to have been deeply

involved in the consultations.

CHALLENGED IN RAJASTHAN

If the NITI Aayog proposal was about carving out spaces in district hospitals for

private healthcare operators in the garb of addressing NCDs, in Rajasthan, entire PHCs

face the danger of being handed over to private providers. The experience of PPP in healthcare

has not been encouraging as two petitions filed in the Rajasthan High Court with similar

content, one by the Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA) and the other byNarendra Gupta, convener

of JSA (Rajasthan) show. The core concern is that PPP is a privatisation scheme aimed at

destroying the public health care system.

The issue concerns some 213 PHCs that were handed over to private parties under the

“Run a PHC scheme” mode. The Rajasthan government, through short-term e-tender notices

issued in December 2015, invited bidders (the bidder could receive up to Rs.30 lakh per annum

to run a PHC) for this scheme. The JSA contends that PHC-related issues were the responsibility

of the government. The State chapter of the organisation had successfully campaigned for free

medicines and free check-ups, resulting in the formation of two schemes in the State. The petitions

also contend that the principle of handing over PHCs to private operators in PPP mode was

against the National Health Policy 2002. (The NHP 2017 endorsed this mode wholeheartedly.)

The JSA petition also points out that the Central government had, through the Health Secretary,

written a letter in August 2015 to express concern over the manner in which the Request for

Proposal (RFP) was issued. In July 2015, the BJP government led by Vasundhara Raje had
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floated a similar tender but it did not take off. The Health Secretary had cautioned that similar

schemes in other States had not worked out and suggested that the government take up a few

PHCs as a pilot project. The National Health System Resource Centre also examined the RFP

and recommended that the State government experiment with a few PHCs.

The petitions point out that preventive and health-promotion activities, an important component

of primary health services, will not be carried out competently by private providers.

Another concern was that the referral system, from the sub-centre level to the medical college

level, would be broken if PHCs were privatised, as private operators would refer patients to private

hospitals. The tender did not make it mandatory for private operators to refer patients only to public

hospitals. Moreover, PHCs in the 17 districts selected for PPP mode were not in desert or tribal areas

with a significant tribal population. The “critical gaps” in health delivery services, therefore, were not

being filled. “The PHCs have been selected so that they can serve as feeder centres for the private

medical college and for the purpose of referring the patients to private medical colleges and hospitals,”

says the JSA petition. The majority of the selected PHCs were on State or national highways .

The matter is in court, and the State government is supposed to give a status report in

September providing information regarding the working of the PHCs which have been given to

private players on PPP mode.

NITI Aayog speaks about a course correction and a critical analysis of the factors that

undermined the implementation of PPP projects in the past. But the radical course correction

under way in healthcare is not in the public interest. While the government waxes eloquent

about making generic medicines available and health care affordable, the direct push to involve

the private sector in health care in an already hugely privatised healthcare system ignores the

interests of the public.

Frontline,
13 October, 2017
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BOOK REVIEW

The ultimate insider
(A review of the book ‘The Coalition Years 1996-2012’ by Pranab Mukherjee)

Smita Gupta

Pranab Mukherjee started out in a small regional party in West Bengal, but his career

flourished in Lutyens’ Delhi. He was never a mass leader but, for much of his remarkable political

life, spanning over four decades, he was a key strategist in the Congress. His ‘elephantine

memory’(the memory of two elephants, as Sonia Gandhi said at the launch of his most recent

book) on historical precedents, parliamentary procedures and fine constitutional points, his masterly

ability to draft a note with an inbuilt escape clause, and his understanding of how the political

game is played were all there at the service of his party.  In the years just preceding his move to

Rashtrapati Bhawan, many in the Congress believed Mukherjee was the man who should have

become Prime Minister.  When it became clear that the party leadership would not give him that

job, he set his sights on the Presidency.

A vast network of key political players, cutting across party lines, and whose respect

he had earned over the years, as well as his own party colleagues (Sonia Gandhi preferred the

then Vice-President Hamid Ansari in that position, as she felt the party still needed Mukherjee)

ensured he became the 13th President of India.

As the ultimate informed Insider, he became the repository of many a political secret.

Limited disclosures

It is this that made the recent release of the third volume of his political autobiography, The

Coalition Years 1996-2012, a much looked forward to event.  But the lucidly written book, while

providing political insights and historical perspective,  displays the caution that marked Mukherjee’s

political life. Only occasionally-just occasionally - he parts the curtains to make behind-the-scenes

disclosures about what was a very dramatic period in contemporary Indian political history.
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For instance, given the book’s title, Mukherjee could have dealt at greater length with

the subject of the average Congressman’s discomfort with coalition-building.

Mukherjee makes it plain in his book that he opposed the Congress decision to forge

alliances to challenge the BJP at the Shimla conclave in 2003, writing that his “was the lone voice

stating a contrarian view as I believed that sharing a platform or power with other parties would

undermine our identity.” But other senior leaders had similar reservations about the decision. Did

they not speak at all, preferring not to be seen in opposition to Sonia Gandhi and Manmohan

Singh? Was that debate - so critical to the revival of the Congress - not worth writing about

more, or is it that such matters are rarely discussed in party fora? One can only speculate.

In his preface, he promises to talk about “ the triumphs and tribulations of a post-Congress

polity”, but while he outlines the external factors that led to the party’s decimation, he doesn’t

turn the spotlight inwards- there is no anaysis of the role of the Gandhis, especially Rahul Gandhi.

And while he takes the reader through the Congress journey from being a coalition of “various

ideas, personalities and groups of interests” to heading a coalition of parties, he stops short of

telling you what went wrong inside.

On ambition

He is, however, frank about his own thwarted ambitions of becoming home minister and

then Prime Minister, even hinting he had wide support in the party for the latter job.

The book also details the influence he wielded both in party and government which was

always far greater than any position he held.  He is open about his differences  with Manmohan

Singh on economics and with Sonia Gandhi on his approach to politics. But he balances this by

acknowledging that Singh was an internationally acclaimed economist who gave him a position

of pre-eminence in the Cabinet, asking him to head as many as 97 Groups of Ministers that

examined tricky issues.

He speaks warmly of Gandhi’s “sterling qualities of  leadership” as Congress president.

She may not have made him Prime Minister, but he clearly enjoyed an easy relationship with her:

he refers to her saying she will miss his “tantrums,” once he moves to Rashtrapati Bhawan.
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Evidently his frequent bursts of temper was received with indulgence rather than annoyance.

Stickler for rules.

There is the occasional nugget: he successfully intervened to save the Kanchi

Shankaracharya from a prolonged stint in jail in 2004, arguing at a Cabinet meeting that if Indian

secularism didn’t allow for the arrest of a Muslim cleric before Eid, the same principle should

apply for Hindu priests as well.

Where the book is quintessentially Pranab Mukherjee is when he draws a comparison

between the present BJP-led NDA’s government’s problems in passing legislation because of its

lack of numbers in the Rajya Sabha with Indira Gandhi facing a similar situation in 1969-70,

when she tried to abolish the privy purses.

Or when he writes that President Shankar Dayal Sharma’s decision to call Atal

Bihari Vajpayee, the leader of the single largest party but short of a simple majority, to form

a government in 1996 (that lasted 13 days) “without ascertaining his support in Parliament

was highly risky.” The book - despite all it does not reveal - is very useful, for the sweep of

events it covers as well as the glimpses it provides of the inner workings of government at a

critical time in the country’s history.

The Hindu,
29 October, 2017
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RESUME OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED DURING THE
 TWELFTH SESSION OF THE SIXTEENTH  LOK SABHA

The Twelfth Session of the Sixteenth Lok Sabha commenced on 17 July 2017 and

concluded on 11 August 2017.   In all, the House held 19 sittings spread over 76 hours and

41 minutes.  Several events of national importance took place during the Monsoon Session.

On the opening day of the Session, i.e. 17 July 2017, the election to the

office of the President of India was held. As per well established convention, as the

Secretary-General of Lok Sabha, I had the honour of being the Returning Officer for the election of

the President. Members of the Electoral College for Presidential election as per followed practice

cast their vote at the Parliament House as well as at the designated places in the capitals of all the

States and Union Territories.

On 20 July, Shri Ram Nath Kovind was declared as the Fourteenth President of India

and was sworn in by the Hon’ble Chief Justice of India, Justice Jagdish Singh

Khehar on 25 July at a solemn function held in the Central Hall of Parliament House.

The election to the office of the Vice President of India, who is also the ex-officio Chairman of

the Rajya Sabha took place on 5 August 2017. By convention, my colleague and the Secretary-

General of Rajya Sabha, Shri Shumsher K. Sheriff was the Returning Officer for this election. Shri M.

Venkaiah Naidu, who was declared elected as Vice President, was administered oath by the President,

Shri Ram Nath Kovind at a ceremony held in the Rashtrapati Bhavan on 7 August 2017.

Earlier, on 23 July 2017, a function was held in the Central Hall of Parliament House to

bid farewell to the outgoing President, Shri Pranab Mukherjee. Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, the Hon’ble

Speaker of Lok Sabha presented, on behalf of Members of Parliament, a Farewell Address

placing on record their respectful tributes to Shri Pranab Mukherjee. The Vice President, Shri

Mohammad Hamid Ansari also paid rich tributes to Shri Pranab Mukherjee.

Coming to the Twelfth Session of the House, on the opening day of the Session, two

members, Dr. Farooq Abdullah representing Srinagar parliamentary constituency of Jammu &
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Kashmir and Shri P.K. Kunhalikutty representing Malappuram Parliamentary constituency of

Kerala took oath and signed the Roll of Members. Subsequently, the Hon’ble Speaker, Smt.

Sumitra Mahajan made references to the passing away of Shri Vinod Khanna, a sitting member

of the Lok Sabha; Shri Anil Madhav Dave, Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and

Climate Change and a sitting member of the Rajya Sabha; and Sarvashri Subedar Prasad Singh,

Ajit Kumar Saha, Era Sezhiyan and Narain Singh Chaudhri, all former members of Lok Sabha.

The Speaker also made reference to loss of lives of 8 Amarnath pilgrims and injuries to several

others in a terrorist attack on a bus in Anantnag district of Jammu and Kashmir on 10 July 2017.

The members then stood in silence for a short while as a mark of respect to the memory of the

departed and thereafter, the House was adjourned for the day.

On 18 July, during the Question Hour, some members raised the issue of agrarian

crisis and plight of farmers in the country leading to disruption of proceedings.

The Hon’ble Speaker, as a result, adjourned the House from 1106 hrs. to 1200 hrs.

However, when the House re-assembled at 1208 hrs., interruptions continued and the

House was adjourned for the day.

On 19 July 2017, Shri Mallikarjun Kharge made a submission regarding widespread

agrarian distress throughout the country resulting in suicide by farmers and failure of the

Government to address this issue. The Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers and Minister of

Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananth Kumar responded to the submission. Later in the day,

Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia raised a discussion under Rule 193 on the agrarian situation in

the country. Twenty-seven members took part in the debate that lasted five hours and forty

minutes and concluded with a reply from the Minister of Agriculture, Shri Radha Mohan

Singh. The issue was raised again on 21 July 2017 by Shri Deepender Singh Hooda by way

of submission. The Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs,

Shri Ananth Kumar responded to the issue.

On 24 July 2017, during Question Hour, members belonging to the opposition

parties demanded an immediate discussion on the issue of alleged attacks on the pretext
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of cow protection in the country. The members continued to raise their demand for

discussion on the issue even during Zero Hour. Despite disruptions, the Speaker continued with

proceedings of the House and later adjourned the House at 1400 hrs. When the House met after

recess at 1406 hrs., the Hon’ble Speaker named six members, namely Shri Gaurav Gogoi, Shri

Suresh Kodikunnil, Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Shri M.K. Raghavan, Smt. Ranjeet Ranjan

and Km. Sushmita Dev and they stood automatically suspended from the service of the House

for five consecutive sittings of the House, i.e., 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28 July 2017 under Rule 374A

of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.

On 27 July, three members made submission regarding alleged mob lynching

across the country. The Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers and Minister of Parliamentary

Affairs, Shri Ananth Kumar responded. On 31 July 2017, Shri Mallikarjun Kharge raised a

discussion under Rule 193 on the situation arising out of reported incidents of atrocities and

lynching in mob violence in the country. As many as twenty members participated in the debate

that lasted five hours and twenty three minutes. The Minister of State in the Ministry of Home

Affairs, Shri Kiren Rijiju replied to the debate.

On 9 August, the Speaker made reference to the 75th anniversary of the

’Quit India’ movement launched on the 9 August 1942 under the leadership of

Mahatma Gandhi and paid homage to the Father of the Nation and martyrs who sacrificed

their lives in the freedom struggle. Thereafter, members stood in silence for a short while as

a mark of respect to the memory of the martyrs. Later, a Special Discussion to commemorate

the 75th Anniversary of the ‘Quit India Movement’ was held in the House. The Hon’ble

Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, addressed the House from the Chair under Rule 360 of

the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. Initiating the discussion,

the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi said that India’s freedom from the colonial

rule was not only about India, but a defining moment in ending colonialism in other parts of

the world as well. He further said that poverty, lack of education and malnutrition were the

greatest challenges for the nation. Twenty-nine members participated in the discussion that
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lasted 2 hours and 3 minutes. At the end of the discussion, the Hon’ble Speaker presented

the following Resolution before the House:

“Seventy-five years ago, in the year 1942, Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi and all

our freedom fighters gave a call for “British! Quit India” to realize the concept of complete

self-rule. On 15th August, 1947 India got Independence. During these five years between

1942 and 1947, our great goal of freedom struggle which had been going on for many

decades, was realized. Today, on 9th August, 2017 i.e. in the 75th year of “Quit India”

movement, we hereby resolve that: We shall remain constantly committed and dedicated

to build a strong, prosperous, clean and glorious India, a nation free from corruption,

well governed, scientifically and technically advanced, committed to the development for

all, full of harmony and patriotism, determined to protect and promote democratic values.

We, the representatives of more than 125 crore people of our country, resolve to perform

our duties towards the nation taking along every citizen of Indian Republic to build a

nation as envisioned by Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi and all our freedom

fighters, in five years from now by the year 2022 i.e. 75th year of our Independence. I

hope the House agrees.”

The Resolution was adopted by the House unanimously.

A Calling Attention motion on problems arising due to floods in different parts of

the country was taken up during the Session. On 10 August, Shri Gaurav Gogoi called

the attention of the Minister of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding

problems due to floods in different parts of the country and steps taken by the government in this

regard. In response, the Minister of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs, Shri Kiren Rijiju, made

a statement and also replied to the clarifications sought by the members.

In addition to the already mentioned submissions, members made other submissions on

issues of urgent public importance like: (i) need to set up a textile park on the vacant land of

Ganesh Sugar Mills, Anandnagar in Maharajganj Parliamentary Constituency of Uttar Pradesh;
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(ii) need to address the problems faced by nurses of private hospitals; (iii) outcome of study about

feasibility of two different time zones in the country; (iv) problems faced by the people of Darjeeling

due to prevailing unrest; (v) alleged violation of Hyperandrogenism policy ofInternational Association

of Athletics Federations (IAAF) by Ms. Dutee Chand, a sprinter, resulting in her disqualification;

(vi) reported attempt by Madhya Pradesh Government to forcibly evict thousands of families living

in flood prone areas without adequate provision for rehabilitation and compensation; (vii) denial of

permission by the Athletics Federation of India to Ms. P.U. Chitra, an athlete, from participating in

the World Athletic Meet to be held in London; (viii) political vendetta unleashed by the Government

through central investigation agencies against the opposition party leaders particularly in Karnataka;

(ix) need for exemption from GST on ongoing Government sponsored schemes; (x) reported attack

on the Congress Vice-President by political workers of a party in Gujarat; (xi) alleged injustice

meted out to the stalking victim due to negligence of Chandigarh police in taking timely action. The
Ministers concerned responded to these issues.

During the Session, out of the 380 Starred Questions that were listed, 63 Questions were

answered orally; written replies to the remaining Starred Questions alongwith 4,370 Unstarred

Questions were laid on the Table of the House.

Hon’ble Members raised 281 matters relating to their constituencies under

Rule 377. Besides, as many as 252 matters of urgent public importance were raised by

the members after the Question Hour and after completion of the formal business of

the House.

During the Session, 44 Reports of the Parliamentary Committees were presented

in the House.

As many as 44 statements were made by the Ministers under Rule 372. These

included: Statement by the Minister of State of the Ministry of Petroleum And Natural

Gas, Shri Dhannendra Pradhan regarding strategic sale of the Government of India’s existing
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51.11 % of the total paid up equity shareholding in Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited

(HPCL) to Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited(ONGC) alongwith transfer of management

control; and the Statement by the Minister of External Affairs, Smt. Sushma Swaraj regarding the

status of Indians held captive in Iraq.

During the Monsoon Session, about 29 hours and 58 minutes of time of the

House were lost due to interruptions followed by adjournments. However, the House sat

late for 10 hours and 36 minutes to transact important legislative, financial and

other business.

As regards Financial Business, on 26 July 2017, the Minister of Finance,

Shri Arun Jaitley presented Supplementary Demands for Grants for the year 2017-18 and

Demands for Excess Grants (General) for the year 2014-15. The combined discussion

on these Demands was taken up on 1 August 2017. The Demands were discussed and

voted in full the same day and the related Appropriation Bills were passed.

Coming to the Legislative Business, as many as 17 Government Bills were

introduced and 14 Bills were passed during the Session. Some of the important Bills

passed during the Session include: (i) Indian Institutes of Information Technology

(Public-Private Partnership) Bill, 2017; (ii) Indian Institutes of Information Technology

(Amendment) Bill, 2017; (iii) Companies (Amendment) Bill, 2017; (iv) The Central

Goods and Services Tax (Extension to Jammu and Kashmir) Bill, 2017; and the Integrated Goods

and Services Tax (Extension to Jammu and Kashmir) Bill, 2017.

The Indian Institutes of Information Technology (Public-Private Partnership)

Bill, 2017 sought to declare certain Indian Institutes of Information Technology established under

public-private partnership as institutions of national importance, with a view to develop new

knowledge in information technology and to provide manpower of global standards for the

information technology industry and to provide for certain other matters connected with such



41

institutions.

The Indian Institutes of Information Technology (Amendment) Bill, 2017, sought to

amend the Indian Institutes of Information Technology Act, 2014, inter alia, to bring the Indian

Institute of Information Technology, Design and Manufacturing at Kurnool within the scope of

the Act and to declare it as an institution of national importance.

The Companies (Amendment) Bill, 2017, sought to amend the Companies Act,

2013 to provide for simplification of the private placement process allowing unrestricted

object clause in the Memorandum of Association dispensing with detailed listing of

objects replacement of requirement of approval of the Central Government for managerial

remuneration above prescribed limits with approval through special resolution by shareholders;

allowing companies to give loans to entities in which directors are interested after passing special

resolution and adhering to disclosure requirement; and exempting class of foreign companies

from registering and compliance regime under the Act.

The Central Goods and Services Tax (Extension to Jammu and Kashmir) Bill,

2017 and the Integrated Goods and Services Tax (Extension to Jammu and Kashmir)

Bill, 2017, sought to provide for the extension of the Central Goods and Services Tax

Act, 2017 and Integrated Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017 to the State of Jammu

and Kashmir.

In the sphere of Private Members’ Business, as many as 28 Private Members’

Bills were introduced during the Session. The Motion for consideration of the Sixth

Schedule to the Constitution (Amendment) Bill 2015 moved by Shri Vincent H. Pala,

was taken up for further discussion on 21 July 2017. However, the discussion on the

Bill remained inconclusive.

As regards Private Members’ Resolutions, the Resolution regarding steps to ensure welfare

of Employees Provident Fund Pensioners, moved by Shri N.K. Premachandran and discussed

during previous Sessions, was further discussed on 28 July 2017 and withdrawn by leave of the
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House the same day. Another Resolution regarding renovation of buildings located in the vicinity

of various Defence establishments in the country was moved by Shri Gopal Chinayya Shetty on

28 July 2017 and remained part-discussed.

During the Session, apart from the obituary references made on the first day of

the Session, the Hon ‘ble Speaker made reference to the passing away of Shri Sanwar Lal Jat,

a sitting member of the Lok Sabha (House adjourned for the day); and Saravashri Nar Bahadur

Bhandari and Sontosh Mohan Dev, former members of Lok Sabha

The Hon’ble Speaker further made references to: (i) the reported loss of lives

of 25 soldiers of the Central Reserve Police Force and injuries to 6 others in an ambush by

Naxals in Sukma district of Chhattisgarh on 24 April 2017; (ii) loss of lives of 22 persons and

injuries to 59 others in a terror attack in Manchester, United Kingdom on 22 May 2017 and loss

of lives of 7 persons and injuries to 48 others in a terror attack in London on 3 June 2017; (iii)

loss of lives of 150 persons in a bombing near diplomatic enclave in Kabul, Afghanistan on 31

May 2017 and loss of lives of 140 Afghan soldiers in an attack on the 209 Corp of Afghan

National Defense Forces in Mazar-e-Sharif on 21 April 2017; (iv) reported loss of lives of 44

persons and injuries to several others due to fall of a bus into Tons river in Shimla district of

Himachal Pradesh on 19 April 2017; (v) reported loss of lives of 23 persons due to fall of a bus

into a gorge in Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand on 23 May 2017; (vi) reported loss of lives of

16 Amamath pilgrims and injuries to several others due to fall of a bus into a gorge in Ramban

district of Jammu and Kashmir on 16 July 2017; (vii) reported loss of lives of more than 80

persons and injuries to several others besides large-scale destruction of property due to heavy

floods and landslides caused by heavy rains in some parts of the Northeast States including

Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Tripura; (viii) loss of lives of 200 lives and causing

severe damage to property affecting lakhs of people due to flooding and landslides caused by

incessant rainfall brought by the southwest monsoon on 25 and 26 May 2017 in Sri Lanka; (ix)

loss of more than 150 lives in a series of massive landslides, which occurred on 12 and 13 June

2017 in Bangladesh; and (x) loss of lives of 122 Myanmar Armed Forces personnel and their
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family members in a tragic air crash on 7 June 2017 and loss of lives of 64 persons and injuries

to over 200 persons in a major fire which broke out in the Municipalities of Pedrogao Grande

and Gois of Portugal; (xi) loss of lives of 28 persons and injuries to several others due to fall of a

bus in a deep gorge at Khaneri near Rampur in Himachal Pradesh on 20 July 2017; (xii) loss of

lives of 9 persons including 6 women and injuries to several others due to overturning of a bus

carrying pilgrims near Udaipur, Rajasthan on 22 July 2017; (xiii) reported heavy loss of life and

property due to heavy rain and floods in several parts of Gujarat.
On 4 August, the Hon’ble Speaker made reference to the 72nd anniversary

of the dropping of atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

on 6 and 9 August 1945, respectively.

On 18 July, the Hon ‘ble Speaker, on behalf of the House, felicitated scientists of

the Indian Space Research Organisation for the successful launch of the country’s heaviest ever

rocket GSLV- Mk III (D) carrying the G SET-19 satellite into orbit on 5 June 2017. She also

congratulated the Indian contingent which secured the top position by winning a historic tally of

29 medals including 12 Gold, 5 Silver and 12 Bronze medals in Asian Athletics Championship,

2017 held in Bhubaneswar, Odisha from 6 to 9 July 2017.

On 10 August, the Speaker on behalf of the House, felicitated Krishnaraj Mahadik

for winning race 2 at Brands Hatch Grand Prix Circuit at Kent, England on 6 August 2017

thereby clinching pole position at BRDC British Formula F3 Championship.

During the Session, two Parliamentary Delegations graced the Special Box of

Lok Sabha. The first delegation was led by H.E. Ms. Maria Guadalupe Murguia Guierrez,

President of Chamber of Deputies of the Congress of Mexico. The second delegation was led

by H.E. Patrick Pillay, Speaker of the National Assembly of Seychelles. They were present in

the Special Box on 8 and 9 August 2017 respectively. Welcoming the distinguished guests, the

Hon ‘ble Speaker extended the greetings of the House to the Parliament, the Government and

the people of the two countries. The Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) organized four



44

workshops for the benefit of the members of Parliament during the Session. The first workshop

was organized on 20 and 21 July 2017 on “Agriculture - Challenges, Prospects and Solutions”

to provide Members of Parliament an insight into the emerging issues and prospects in the nation’s

agricultural sector. Dr. Ramesh Chand, Member, NITI Aayog; Prof. Vijay Paul Sharma,

Chairman, CACP; Shri S.K. Pattanayak, Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation

and Farmers Welfare; and Dr. Harsh Kumar Bhanwala, Chairman, National Bank for Agriculture

and Rural Development (NABARD) addressed the members of Parliament. Union Minister of

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Radha Mohan Singh also graced the event. Another

Workshop on “Raising Matters of Urgent Public Importance” was organised on 24 July

2017. Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, Hon’ble Chairperson, Estimates Committee and Shri Bhartruhari

Mahtab, Hon’ble Chairperson, Railway Convention Committee briefed the members about the

opportunities offered by the procedural devices to not only review the working of the administration

but also to constructively criticize the policies, programmes and actions of the Government. The

third workshop on the theme ‘Equitable and Accessible Education’ was held on 26 July 2017.

Prof. N.V Varghese, Acting Vice Chancellor, NUEPA and Director, CPRHE/NUEPA and Prof.

R. Govinda, Council of Social Development were the resource persons of the workshop. The

fourth workshop was organised on 8 August 2017 on “Local Self-Governance in the Indian

Constitution”. Shri S.M. Vijayanand, former Secretary, Department of Rural Development

and Panchayati Raj and Prof. Y. K. Alagh, Chancellor, Central University of Gujarat addressed

the members. On 31 July 2017, Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the

Parliament House Annexe (PHA) Extension Building. The Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra

Mahajan; Union Minister of Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananth

Kumar; Union Minister of Rural Development, Panchayati Raj and Drinking Water and Sanitation,

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar; Lok Sabha Deputy Speaker, Dr. M. Thambi Durai; Union Ministers

of State and Members of Parliament graced the event. PHA Extension Building is a 4-star GRIHA

rating building. Spread over 39,495 sq. metres, it has two blocks. The 3-storeyed Block A is a

ceremonial block housing Committee Rooms, Auditorium, Banquet Hall, Call-on Rooms and a
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few office rooms. The 6-storeyed Block B houses chambers of Chairpersons of Standing

Committees and Branches of the Committees.

Few days before the Session, on an invitation from the Parliament of the Russian

Federation, the Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan led an Indian Parliamentary

Delegation to the Russian Federation from 10 to 14 July 2017. The Delegation had

extensive deliberations with the Russian Federation Leadership. A meeting of the

India-Russian Federation Inter-Parliamentary Commission also took place during the

visit. The Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha, as a rare honour, addressed the State Duma on

12 July 2017.

Earlier during the inter-session period, the 16th North East Region Commonwealth

Parliamentary Association Conference (NERCPA) was held in Imphal,

Manipur from 14 to 18 June 2017 on the theme “North East and Look East Policy”.

The Conference was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan

on 15 June 2017 in the Manipur Legislative Assembly premises, Imphal. On the occasion, the

Welcome Address was delivered by Hon ‘ble Speaker, Manipur Legislative Assembly, Shri

Yumnam Khemchand Singh and the Keynote Address by Hon’ble Speaker, Meghalaya Legislative

Assembly & Chairman, NERCPA, Shri Abu Taher Mondal, Deputy Chief Minister, Manipur,

Shri Y. Joykumar Singh also addressed the Inaugural Session. On the second day of the

Conference, i.e. 16 June 2017, the Hon’ble Governor of Manipur, Dr. Najma Heptulla addressed

the Delegates. The Presiding Officers and members of the Legislatures of North East States

participated in this special Conference which deliberated on three significant themes: (i) North

East and Look East Policy; (ii) Special plan for development of Railways, Airways, Surface

Road and Inland Waterways connectivity for speedy economic development of North East

Region; and (iii) Discussion on the setting up of a Chapter of Speaker s Research Initiative

(SRI) in the North Eastern Region for capacity building of the Legislators of the region

and generating research for the North Eastern Legislatures. Recognizing the importance of
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North East Region in the holistic development of the country and at the request of the Speakers

of State Legislative Assemblies of the North Eastern Legislative Assemblies, the Hon’ble Speaker,

Lok Sabha has agreed to set up a chapter of SRI in the North Eastern region to provide research

inputs to the Legislators before each State Assembly of North East can institutionalize its own

research initiatives.

As in the past, functions were held under the auspices of the Indian Parliamentary

Group (IPG) to mark the birth anniversaries of Pt. Motilal Nehru (6 May); Gurudev

Rabindranath Tagore (9 May); and Swatantryaveer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar (28 May); Dr.

Syama Prasad Mookerjee (6 July); Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak (23 July) and Shri Rajiv

Gandhi (20 August) in the Central Hall of Parliament House where the portraits of these illustrious

leaders are put up. The Hon ‘ble Speaker joined Union Ministers, members of Parliament and

other dignitaries in paying floral tributes to the leaders on these occasions. Besides, functions

were held in the Central Hall of Parliament on the birth anniversaries of the former Speakers of

Lok Sabha, Dr. Neelam Sanjiva Reddy (19 May); Shri K.S. Hegde (11 June); Shri G.S. Dhillon

(7 August) and Dr. Bal Ram Jhakhar (23 August). Booklets containing the profile of these leaders,

brought out in Hindi and English by the Lok Sabha Secretariat, were distributed to the

dignitaries present on the occasion.

The Bureau of Parliamentary Studies and Training continued to organise various

Courses and Programmes during the period.

Twenty-five interns attended the one-month Lok Sabha Internship Programme

organized by the Bureau from 28 June to 27 July 2017.

Six Appreciation Courses in Parliamentary Process and Procedures for the

probationers of All India and Central Services and for middle and senior level officials

of the Government ofIndia were organised by the Bureau. In all, 255 participants attended these

Courses.  The Bureau also organized seven Training Courses in Parliamentary Processes and

Procedures for the officers of the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha and State Legislature Secretariats
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which were attended by 189 participants. In addition, 76 Personal Assistants and Private

Secretaries of Members of Parliament attended Training Programme on ‘E-Parliament and Access

to Information’ on 11 August 2017.

The Bureau also organized 8 International Study Visits for the benefit of

189 participants. Besides, 27 Study Visits were organized for educational and other

institutions from within the country covering 1,292 participants. Further, Professional Development

Programmes for 71 Officers of Lok Sabha Secretariat were organised by the Bureau from time

to time. 6 Officers of Lok Sabha Secretariat attended Seminar and Hindi Workshop.

The Twelfth Session of the Sixteenth Lok Sabha was adjourned sine die on

11 August 2017 after the playing of the National Song. The President of India prorogued the

House on 12 August 2017.


