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Artof Defiance

The Art of Living Foundation is challenging the National Green Tribunal’s
authority to impose a fine on it for the irreparable damage its cultural
extravaganza caused on the Yamuna’s floodplains in 2016.

PurnimaS. Tripathi

THE National Green Tribunal (NGT), the topmost body in the country responsible for
the expeditious disposal of cases relating to the environment, is battling a crisis of credibility as
it has come under attack from the Art of Living Foundation (AOL) founded by
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, who flaunts his proximity to the high and mighty in India and abroad.
Inadisplay of cynicism unbecoming of a spiritual leader, Ravi Shankar has mocked the NGT
for slapping a fine on his organisation for causing irreparable damage to the river Yamuna-and
has said that instead of the AOL paying the fine, the, NGT should be fined for “giving agreen
signal for holding the event”.

The AOL has been engaged in a slugfest with the NGT since March 11-13, 2016, when it
organised a three-day cultural extravaganza on the river’s floodplains, flouting environmental
norms (““Againstall norms”, Frontline, April 1,2016). Although environmentalists had petitioned
the NGT to ban the event, the green court then refused to do so, saying the cultural programme
had become a **faitaccompli’”. However, it said the organisation would have to pay for the
repair and rehabilitation of the floodplains. Atthat time the NGT imposed a fine of Rs.5 crore
on the organisation, saying the exact damage would be spelt out after an assessment by an
expert committee headed by the Secretary of the Water Resources Ministry. The committee
submitted its report on April 12, 2017, slapping a fine of Rs.42 crore on the AOL, saying the

cultural event” had not only damaged the flood- plains but totally ruined them.
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“The ground is now totally levelled, compacted and hardened and is totally devoid of
waterbodies or depressions and almost completely devoid of any vegetation,” the committee
said. It further said that the damage would actually cost more than Rs.42 crore and would need
atleast 10 years to fix. The committee recommended a time-bound action plan comprising two
components: physical and biological rehabilitation. The physical component is estimated to cost
around Rs.28.73 crore and the biological rehabilitation around Rs.13.29 crore. The committee
said additional costs would be incurred in monitoring the rehabilitation by a team of experts for
10 years and as the cost of transportation of material outside the floodplains.

The 47-page report, which is available on the NGT website, estimates that approximately
300 acres (one acre is 0.4 hectare) of the flood-plains west of the Yamuna and about 120 acres
of the floodplains on the eastern side of the river have been adversely impacted ecologically.

SCANT REGARD

The AOL has not only ridiculed the committee’s report but gone as far as to describe the
committee as biased and acting with a vested interest. In an explanation put up on the AOL’s
website, Ravi Shankar castigated the NGT and said that it was a joke that he, the protector of so
any rivers (27) and ponds, was being penalised for damaging the Yamuua, which in any case is
battling a crisis of survival.

“If atall any fine hasto be levied, it should be levied on the Central and State governments
and the NGT itself for giving the permission. If the Yamuna was so fertile, fragile and pure, they
should have stopped World Culture Festival at the very beginning,” Ravi Shankar said in the
explanation.

He further said that the AOL had obtained all the necessary permissions for the event, including
that of the NGT. The statement said: “The application was pending before the NGT for two
months before the event. They could have stopped the event in the beginng if they wanted to. It
defies all principles of natural justice that you give permissions and slap a fine for not violating

any rules! This is like giving a “‘challan’ to someone on a green signal!”.
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“A historic program[me] deserving of applause and appreciation is unjustly projected as
a crime! Witnessed by 1.8 billion people all over the world and a massive turnout on the ground,
a floating stage of 7 acres without any foundation (a marvel in itself!), the event polluted neither
air, water nor land. The world over, cultural program[me]s are held on riverbanks. The whole
idea was to bring awareness to save the river. The Art of Living that has rejuvenated 27 rivers,
planted 71 million trees and revived several ponds is being projected for destroying a dead river.
What a joke!”

The website also features an article by the AOL’s legal team that rubbishes the expert
committee’s estimate of the damage, saying the same committee had earlier pegged the damage
at Rs.120 crore without any basis and then hastily withdrawn it when it found it difficult to
defend. Calling the committee “biased and irresponsible”, the legal team said it wanted the
committee to be reconstituted in the beginning itself, a plea which was not granted. Objecting to
the committee members giving statements, the legal team said on the website: “Then we wanted
to cross-examine the committee, but even that was not accepted”. The organisation has also
posted satellite images from 2008 onwards from Google Earth to show that no damage was
done to the river.

DEFAMATION CASE

Taking a serious view of the verbal attack by Ravi Shankar, the NGT has slapped a
defamation case against him. Interestingly, the issue is turning out to be a test case for all institutions’
Central and State, that’ are entrusted with the task of protecting the environment and their level
of commitmenttoit.

A major sticking point is the fact that a mega event of such mind-boggling dimensions
was allowed to take place on the fragile river plain: over 35 lakh people from 155 countries,
including 35,973 artists from 24 countries, were to occupy a venue spread over 1,000 acres.
The event was graced by none other than the Prime Minister himself, with many Union Ministers
in tow. The seven- acre stage was 1,200 feet long (one foot is 0.3 metre), 200 feet wide and 40
feethigh.
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The event held significance for the AOL as it was organised to commemorate its 35
years of existence. But the question remains as to what was the Central government’s compulsion
to bend over backwards to accommodate it on the river plain. Also baffling is the fact that the
government went out of its way to facilitate a private programme, ignoring environmental concerns
voiced by a huge section of activists and the media. In an unprecedented move, the government
even directed the Army to put in place two pontoon bridges to facilitate the movement of those
attending the event. Even the mandatory fire and security clearances were obtained only hours
before the programme began.

DDA’S PERMISSION

The Delhi Development Authority (DDA), which manages the Yamuna floodplains,
surprisingly asked no questions about the nature of the event proposed to be organised when the
AOL approached it for permission in December 2015. According to existing norms, no
construction activity, permanent or otherwise, can be allowed on the floodplains because it can
cause ecological damage to the fragile ecosystem of the river. Senior DDA officials told Frontline
then that they were completely taken for a ride by the spiritual guru because permission had been
sought only for a small “recreational activity”. The official said that the AOL had not disclosed
the extent of the programme and they had no reason to believe that the programme would be so
huge. “Since no permanent structures were to be raised, we did not object,” the official had said.

But what was more worrying was the reaction of the Central government once environmental
activists started raising questions and they approached the NGT. The NGT constituted a
committee in February 2016 to look into the concerns. The committee, which comprised
environmental experts, professors of the Indian Institutes of Technology and government officials,
pointed out serious irregularities and recommended a fine of Rs.120 crore to be imposed on the
AOL. This estimate, however, was hastily withdrawn by the committee as it was based on only
a “cursory visual assessment” and was not substantiated by any scientific study.

TheAOL had maintained that its programme was not going to cause any damage to the river

and that it would, instead, help in rebuilding the river. The organisation had promised that only
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temporary structures with biodegradable materials that would not cause any harm to the river
would be used for the programme. The organisation had also promised that hundreds of bio-
toilets would be installed for the people congregating there so that the river did not get polluted.

In a detailed statement then, the AOL said: “We have used only ecofriendly material like
wood, mud, cloth, and scaffolding towards building a temporary stage for the purpose of holding
a three-day festival.” The statement noted that the AOL had worked towards restoration of
dying rivers in the country and that its volunteers had participated in the Meri Dilli Meri Yamuna
campaign in 2010. It claimed that when the site of the festival was identified in December 2015,
there was already massive dumping of construction debris on 25 acres ofland and this was
brought to the notice of the DDA.

“Only upon the grant of permission from the authorities/ DDA in its letter dated December 21,
2015, the Art of Living started the process of removal/clearing of the said debris from December
22 2015 till date,” it said.

Stating that 650 bio-toilets were being installed to ensure that no waste was passed into
the Yamuna, the foundation said: “We have not cleared any greenery or levelled the area by
dumping any construction debris as alleged. The material used towards construction of the
temporary stage is not in any manner embedded in the riverbed.” Further it claimed that the
venue was at a safe distance from the riverbank, that the pontoon bridges were constructed with
permission from the authorities and that no parking area had been created on the floodplains.

The NGT, in what now appears to be an abject surrender, allowed the programme to go
ahead even as it criticised every single agency entrusted with the task of managing the environment,
but only after imposing a fine of Rs.5 crore on the AOL. The AOL, displaying brazen disregard
for the NGT’s authority, refused to pay the fine, saying it had done no wrong. But when it was
pulled up by the NGT, it said that it was a charitable organisation and giving such a huge fine in
such a short time was not possible and asked for four weeks’ time to pay. The NGT finally
directed the AOL to pay Rs.251akh before the start of the programme and the rest in three

weeks’ time, which the organisation subsequently paid with great reluctance.
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What causes concern now is the fact that the AOL has mocked the authority of the NGT
itself, which can set a bad precedent if the organisation is allowed to get away with it. “Now it
has basically become a war of perception between the AOL and the NGT. Let us see who gets
towin,” said Vimlendu Jha, executive director of Swechha, a non-governmental organisation
that was one of the petitioners opposing the event.

AILING RIVER

The moot question remains as to why the organisation had to select the banks of the
Yamuna for the event. The area where the cultural festival was organised has been totally
converted into flattened, hardened land, and looks like a football ground; it is unlikely that any
vegetation will grow on this patch ever.

The Yamuna is anyway gasping for breath. The river starts its journey from Yamunotri
in the Himalayas as a healthy water body, which is considered sacred by millions of people
Some 375 km into its journey it enters the Wazirabad barrage in Delhi, where it starts to get
polluted. Along its 22 km- long journey in Delhi, it becomes the recipient of millions of tonnes
of solid waste, sewage, industrial waste, pesticides and fertilizers. The river has only 2 per cent
of its entire catchment area in Delhi, but over 80 per cent of the pollution occurs here.

Various studies have proved that the Yamuna has become a category E river, which
means that its water is not fit for drinking or bathing but is only fit for industrial cooling, irrigation,
and such purposes. According to an article by the geologist Anil Kumar Mishra in Journal of
Water Resource and Protection, published by Scientific Research, a healthy river should
have 5 rng/l of dissolved oxygen (DO), and a biological oxygen demand (BOD) level of 3 mg/
I, and the coliform content should not exceed 500 per 100 ml of water. In the Yamuna though,
DO is nil, BOD ranges much above the prescribed level, at 14 to 28 mg/l, and the coliform
level at certain points is as high as 50,000 per 100 ml of water. Solid waste generated by a
population of over 10 million people, most of which is untreated, gets dumped into the river
through 19 drains. In addition, 42 industrial units dump their toxic waste into the river (22 units

in Haryana and 17 units in Uttar Pradesh do the same).
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According to official estimates, Rs.1,500 crore has been spent in cleaning the river since

1993 butto no avail. The AOL’s claim that the programme was organised to rejuvenate the river
is unfounded.

Efforts to speak to AOL representatives were futile. NGT officials said they had put

everything they had to say on the issue on its website.

Frontline,
26 May, 2017.
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Illusions of a recovery

The growth in China and India is difficult to sustain
because of dependence on debt, and making these countries
the growth poles for the global economy, which the IMF forecasts
will grow at 3.5 per cent this year, is unwarranted.

C.P. Chandrasekhar

While policymakers, analysts and observers paint a picture of an ongoing global economic-
recovery, the numbersseemto drag, the optimists down. Barely days after the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Christine Lagarde declared at the Spring Meetings
of the World Bank and the 1M F that “Spring is in the air and spring is ill the economy as well*,
came bad news from the United States. The advanced economy that was being looked to as the
one that would pull the world system out of a decade-long period of sluggish growth performed
poorly in the first three months of 2017, growing at an annual rate of just 0.7 per cent. That
compares with an annual rate of 2.1 per cent in the previous quarter, and rates of 0.8 per cent
and 2.0 per cent in the corresponding quarters of 2016 and 2015.

This rate or growth is disconcerting because the organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development’s seasonally adjusted annual growth rates elsewhere in the G7 are stagnant as
well-around 1.8 per cent quarter-on-quarter in Germany, 1.1 per cent in France, and 1 per cent
in Japan, with some signs of a pick-up in the fourth quarter of 2016 in the last of these. Across
the G7 as awhole, quarter-on-quarter growth has been below 1.5 per cent in four of the five
quarters ending the fourth quarter of 2016.

The poor performance in the U.S. is particularly distressing since it reflects the effect of
a significant slowdown in household spending, which recorded its lowest growth since 2009.
Personal consumption expenditure growth, at an annual rate of 0.3 per cent in the first quarter of

2017, was well below the previousquarter’s rate of 3.5 per cent and 1.6 and 2.4 per cent
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respectively in the corresponding quarters of 2016 and 2015.

In the years following the 2008 crisis, sluggishness in consumer spending was seen as
inevitable. With household debt at extremely high levels and with inflated asset positions unwinding,
borrowing to finance consumer spending was on the decline. Combined with slow growth, that
was enough to dampen household spending on consumption, automobiles and much else. But
more recently, as a result of the revival of at least the capital markets, the potential for a return of
the “wealth effect” -in which persons feeling wealthier spend more-was a possibility.

According to figures from the Federal Reserve of St. Louis, the ratio of net worth to
household disposable income in the U.S., which had fallen from a peak of 649 per cent at the
end of 2006 to a low of 506 per cent at the end of the first quarter of 2009, had slowly, after
much volatility, recovered to around 635 per cent in the first quarter of 2016. This restoration of
relative wealth, largely influenced by financial asset price recovery, has not made much of a
difference to consumer spending because it has accrued largely to the rich and has not been
accompanied by a similar recovery in household earning capacity.

The revival in markets despite sluggishness in income growth does influence what
Financial Times (April 21, 2017) terms as “soft”, as opposed to hard, economic data. This
consists of survey data on perceptions among executives and individuals that point to considerable
business and consumer confidence. That “confidence” has in recent times been buoyed by
expectations that U.S. President Donald Trump would stick to his promise to not just cut taxes
but boost spending on infrastructure. Such expectations seem to have influenced the Federal
Reserve as well, which had decided to hand over the task of stimulating the economy and sustaining
the recovery to the Treasury and go back on its long-standing policy of keeping interest rates
near zero in the hope that it would encourage consumption and investment spending.

The problem is that the evidence of persisting low growth in the U.S. comes at a time when
the expectations of a shift from a monetary to a fiscal stimulus generated by Trump’s victory are
fading. While he promises to go ahead with his tax cut stimulus, he does not have a concrete plan

to ensure that this does not result in a substantial widening of the fiscal deficit. If that is unavoidable,
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then itis unlikely that Trump will win the support of the fiscal hawks in his own party. The result
would be obstacles to implementation. Meanwhile, there is no evidence yet of a significant step-
up in infrastructure spending, which is also likely to run up against a fiscal constraint that Trump

refuses to address with higher taxation on the top 1 or 5 per cent of the population.

EUROPE STILL IN CRISIS

These developments on one side of the Atlantic do not augur well for the world economy
because much of Europe is still in the throes of a crisis or vulnerable and the leading economy in
the region, Germany, is also slowing, as the figures quoted earlier suggest. Despite all this,
policymakers meeting in “Washington for the Spring Meetings chose to be upbeat. The IMF has
raised its forecast for global growth, placing it at a comfortable 3.5 per cent for this year. Former
IMF Chief Economist Olivier Blanchard reportedly declared: “ The Strengthening of the recovery
is for real.” He was supported by Raghuram Rajan, formerly IMF’s Chief Economist and Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) Governor, who said: “What is different this time is that all the engines are
firing for the first time.” He characteristically clarified: “They are not firing very strongly. But they

arefiring.”

CHINA, INDIAIN FAST LANE

The source of this optimism is a return to growth in China and India. China is reported to
have grown at an annual rate of 6.9 per cent in the first quarter, and India is projected to record
an even higher rate. Thus, these two economies are to serve as the drivers of global buoyancy.
This is not new for the contemporary global economy. When the 2008 crisis engulfed the world
economy, these were the countries that recorded recoveries within a short span of time triggered
by stimuli provided by the state. But, later, as the rest of the world remained mired in recession,
they too began to slow down. The notion of a two-speed global economy with these Asian giants

in the fast lane and the rest of the world spread across the slow lanes lost its validity.
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Yet, the argument now seems to be that the world system has returned to that scenario,
with the average speed even in the slow lanes a bit faster than earlier.

There are two problems with this understanding. First, the view that there has been
acceleration in the economies traversing the slow lanes has been questioned in the case of most
developed economies including the better-performing U.S., possibly with the exception of Japan.
Second, even in the case of China and India, there is much evidence to indicate that growth is
dependent on an unsustainable credit boom that makes them vulnerable and renders their growth
difficult to sustain.

The Indian banking sector, which since 2003 has expanded credit to the retail
sector (involving personal loans of various kind especially for housing and automabile purchases)
and to the corporate sector (including for infrastructure projects), is now burdened with
large volumes of stressed and non-performing assets that are in excess of 10 per cent of
outstanding advances. Sustaining credit provision has become difficult with attendant implications

for demand and growth.

RECORD HIGH CHINADEBT

According to calculations by Financial Times (April 24, 2017): “China’s total debt
rose to a record 237 per cent of gross domestic product [GDP] in the first quarter, far above
emerging-market counterparts, raising the risk of a financial crisis or a prolonged slowdown in
growth.”

Between 2007 and now, the debt-GDP ratio has risen from 148 per cent to 237 per
cent, revealing how credit was crucial for China’s escape from the effects of the global crisis.

According to comparable data from the BIS, China’s debt-GDP ratio stands at 249 per
cent, compared with 248 per cent inthe U.S. and 279 per cent in the eurozone. But that makes
the boom difficult to sustain, even as the global economy remains weak. Despite this debt build-
up, which calls for deleveraging every time there are signs of a slowdown, the only instrument in

the hands of the government seems to be expanding debt.
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The same Financial Times article asserts that fears of a hard landing had resulted ina

6.2 trillion-yuan increase in debt in the first three months of 2016, “the biggest three month surge
onrecord”.

This dependence on debt makes the boom in India and China difficult to sustain and
raises the possibility that when the downturn occurs in these countries, deleveraging will accelerate
the fall and make recovery difficult. So, making these countries the growth poles on which the

global economy can float is unwarranted, as is the optimism displayed in Washington this spring.

Frontline,

26 May, 2017.

' YY YY)

25



Code Red For Rookie Techies In Boom Town

50K job loss in the biggest ever in Indian IT Inc, but it could be
just the winds of change blowing right in.

Arindam Mukherjee and Ajay Sukumaran

A 26-year-old software engineer who was recently asked to resign from a top oftware .
services firm is these days figuring out how the tech world around him has hanged. He’s still
smarting from the loss of his job, which he joined less than a year ago, and feels it was unfair as
he only got to work on a project for about four months. Apparently, he had been placed in the
lowest rating, moved to ‘non-billable’ and then, in April, was given the choice of taking four
months’ salary to quit immediately or serve out a notice period.

Elsewhere in Bangalore, an experienced hand at a software services firm recounts how
his project supervisor gradually stopped talking to him and the mental pressure started building
up. “If you are working for 11 years and your performance was fine, it suddenly can’t go wrong
inaday,” he says. “The ratings were fine for the past quarters. Slowly they created an environment
where | was not able to work,” During appraisals, he was told his performance was not good.
It’s a story he has heard from others too. He is now looking for a new job.

In the past few weeks, the beleaguered IT industry has been getting some undue attention-
not because of big client acquisitions or its growth rates, but because of mass layoffs in the sector
often touted as a harbinger of job-creation in India. According to media reports, the top seven I'T
firms will layoff over 50,000 of their employees-significantly more than the number last year.
Cognizant, Wipro, Infosys and Tech Mahindra are learnt to be reducing their staff. For the first
time ever, Cognizant has reportedly launched a voluntary separation scheme for its senior
employees.

There’s a fair bit of anguish among India’s IT services employees this appraisal season

and the dream job that transformed most of India’s middle-class families for the past two decades
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has changed in many ways. Companies deny they are laying off people, but there’s certainly a
churn that probably didn’t seem so amplified even during the 2008 recession.

The IT sector has indeed been going through tough times with growth rates plummeting
and most of the top companies taking a hit on their bottom lines in the last two quarters. In fact,
the guidance given by leading companies like Infosys points mostly towards single-digit growth in
the coming year-a far cry from the robust double-digit growth the sector is used to achieving.
Looking at the bleak prospects, industry association Nasscom is yet to give a growth projection
for the current year. The $150 billion IT industry is expected to record an estimated six to eight
per cent growth in the current year, while it may be as low as four per cent for some top firrns.

The current spate of layoffs may be aresult of this downturn, which is mostly due to a
change in the work model that confronts IT companies as the world moves on to digital
technologies. The sector was ill prepared for it. Recruitment has come down noticeably. Known
to be the larger employer in Indian industry, the IT sector used to hire around three lakh people
every year four years ago. Now it recruits just 1.5 lakh people annually. Earlier, the rate of
growth in the sector matched the rate of growth in recruitment, but now, while the industry is
growing ataround 7.6 per cent, headcount is growing by just 5 per cent. “The linearity between
revenue growth and manpower growth has disappeared:” says BVR. Mohan Reddy, founder
and executive chairman of Cyient. “Automation, cloud and disruptive technologies have brought
down manpower requirement significantly.”

Industry watchers will tell you that the writing on the wall was clear even a couple of
years ago, on account of several factors. “In the recessionary period, the whole market was
down. That is not the case today. Financial services companies, manufacturing and some high-
tech verticals are actually spending money,” says Sudin Apte, CEO and research director at
Offshore Insights. “It’s the first time there is a mismatch between what clients are looking for and
what Indian IT has to offer. That gap is widening.” Acknowledging it is difficult for these companies-
with lakhs of employees on their rolls-to navigate the scenario, especially when a lot of custom

development work they used to do is now being offered by newer rivals on a pay-per- use basis,
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he says, “That’s the challenge. What was historically a service business has shifted to cloud or
SaaS (Software as a Service) business.”

At the moment though, most of the IT companies in India, including Infosys, Wipro and
IBM, are clearly in denial. They say there have been no layoffs in their companies and the
downsizing of their staff is not drastically different from what they did in previous years. Nasscom
is also trying to play down the phenomenon. Some analysts also feel that the layoffs issue is
getting exaggerated. They argue that while the industry’s total workforce is 4 million, even if
50.000 people were laid off, it would amount to less than two per cent of the workforce.

In a statement issued earlier this month, Nasscom said, “The industry continues to be
anet hirer with over 1.5 lakh people being employed on a net basis each year, though the focus
is shifting from scale to skill. In fact, talent and skills are the key building blocks for the industry,
which is intensifying investment in skilling/re-skilling its workforce to strengthen its foundation
on acontinuous basis. Additionally, workforce realignment linked to performance appraisal
processes is a regular feature every year. Skilling and ‘workforce realignment are essential to
remain competitive in international markets.”

Experts, however, feel that the layoffs are a reality in the IT sector and are happening
because there is a significant change in the business models and the delivery model of the firms’
clients. “The Indian IT industry is going in for a major transformation;’ says Raja Lahiri, partner
at Grant Thornton India. “There is a significant amount of big data, cloud and analytics, which is
changing the delivery model to clients. In my view, this would bring in more change as we move
forward. The quantum and skills of people required to deliver solutions to clients would, therefore,
be different from the past and this would impact manpower deployment in terms of quantum as
well as type of skills.”

Further, the rise of artificial intelligence (Al) and robotics will also change the manpower
deployment and skills required. Moreover, the H1B issue in the US along with the changes in the
IT industry delivery models would mean changes in manpower deployment strategy (in terms of

quantum and skill sets) for Indian IT players.
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Jaideep Mehta, managing director (South Asia) of IDC, feels that the foundational reason
for the current development is the industrialisation of the IT sector. The industry has moved from
being a cottage industry to the level of a mature industry. “Now a lot of things are consumed
readymade. Cloud is a key manifestation of this phenomenon. For many companies, instead of
setting up fresh infrastructure, they can now rent it on the cloud. Many software, for example,
accounting systems, have also changed from bespoke systems with companies to packaged
software,” he says. This is reshaping the way IT is consumed, forcing dramatic business model
transformation. For example, in digital projects, it is about small teams working onsite on projects.
When you add automation technologies, the IT industry would need significantly lower number
of people for the same task.

The new systems are also becoming people-savvy and demanding increased skill levels
fromworkers. “This is around lean processes and automation, which is making workforces more
productive and reducing manpower requirement,” says Arvind Thakur, CEO of NIIT Tech.
“Automation is changing job roles in all industries, not just IT. It will lead to more jobs in the long
run. But those would be different kind of jobs.”

That’s true. Take the case of a Bangalore-based employee at an IT firm, whose team
would earlier resolve some 10,000 events-for example, database not working or a server glitch-
but over the past year, since automation kicked in, they have needed to handle only about a third
of that because of intelligent systems.

There are more problems for IT companies. According to a paper by Ambit Capital,
Indian IT firms are facing margin headwinds from US protectionism, strong INR and persistent
pricing pressure. As employee cost-the wage bills-is the single-largest cost for Indian IT
companies, this has borne the brunt of the cost-cutting pressure. “In 2017, we are hitting a
perfect storm”, says Shantanu Paul, co-founder and CEOQ, Talent sprint. “Indian industry has
woken up to the fact that growth is not going to happen. So they cut manpower to cut costs.
About 60 per cent of the cost of the IT industry is from wage bills. The bloodbath has just begun

and will get tougher as we go forward.”
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Last week, a handful of Cognizant employees, banding together with the Forum for IT
Employees (FITE), approached labour department officials in Hyderabad with a petition about
terminations that they said were illegal. “They are calling it voluntary attrition. But it is not voluntary,
right? Those people were forced to resign,” says a FITE member from Bangalore. Back in
2014, the forum made news when it rallied together employees from TCS in a similar situation.

“Cognizant has not carried out any layoffs,” says a spokesman for the US-headquartered
firm, adding that the performance review each year results in changes, including some employees
transitioning out of the company. “Any actions as the result of this process are performance
based and generally consistent with those we have made. in previous years. We continue to hire
and invest in critical skills to support our evolving digital capabilities. In the March 2017 quarter,
we hired thousands of professionals-top talent from campuses as well as from the lateral market.
We are continuing to enhance our capabilities for roles across all our practice areas and expanding
facilities globally. We retrained and re-skilled tens of thousands of employees in 2016, and we
expect to have about 100,000 employees retrained by the end of this year in the most specialised
areas of digital.”

A spokesman for Infosys says much the same thing. “There are no layoffs at Infosys.
The separations taking place are related to performance,” he says, adding that the firm carries
out a bi-annual assessment of performance. “As part of this regular process, performance
assessments are done with reference to the goals individuals have on business objectives and
other strategic priorities for the company. A continued low feedback on performance could
lead to certain performance-based actions, including separation of an individual, and this is
done only after feedback.”

Wipro also said it undertakes a rigorous process of performance appraisal on a regular
basis, which is done to align its workforce with the business objectives, strategic priorities and
requirements of clients. This performance-evaluation process triggers a series of actions like
mentoring, retraining and upskilling. The performance appraisal may also lead to some employees

being asked to leave-what the Infosys spokesperson referred to as “separation of individuals™.
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“With the IT industry undergoing a transformation, rationalisation of workforce was
expected,” says D.D. Mishra, research director at Gartner. “Many Indian IT companies have
increased their share of digital business revenue and are shifting from traditional to more non-
linear modes of operation. The regulatory changes in the US and elsewhere are catalysts for
some of these changes. IT companies will now have to change their gears.”

The next two to three years are going to be quite challenging for the industry and
downsizing is likely to become the norm across the sector. Mehta feels layoffs are inevitable, but
itis only the start of the journey and will accelerate as we go through the quarters. Companies
are finally recognising the need to transform themselves and get re-skilled to face the challenges
from automation, cloud and artificial intelligence. If they don’t, they will lose relevance in as

quickly as three to five years.

Outlook,
29 May, 2017.
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The Colours of Kashmir

(A review of the book “Alluring Kashmir The Inner Spirit “ by
Irfan Nabi & Nilosree Biswas)

APictorial tribute to the beauty and culture of the Valley.
Shujaat Bukhari

The celebrated French photographer Henri Cartier- Bresson had set a benchmark for
photographing Kashmir. His realistic and captivating black-and-white pictures of Kashmir taken
in the 1940s are considered the best ever to depict its beauty and culture. His most memorable
images of Srinagar are the ones that capture burga-clad Muslim women standing on the slopes of
Hari Parbat as they pray facing the Hazratbal shrine and women offering Friday prayers at the
Mahdum Shah Ziarat mosque.

In this age of digital and click-and-post smartphone photography, which seem to lack
creative potential, recording a decisive moment in a way that will leave a lasting impression on the
viewer is areal challenge, especially when the subject is the picturesque Kashmir. A photographer
with a passion for the medium can make the difference. And if the pictures are accompanied by
“human stories”, they make for a pictorial travelogue.

In Alluring Kashmir: The Inner Spirit, Irfan Nabi and Nilosree Biswas, explore the
concept of “’beautiful Kashmir” and its visual and emotional appeal by rightfully opening their
work with the story of almond blossoms (which, along with the Himalayan bulbul, features on the
cover) and the Badamwari, a spring festival celebrating the blossoming of almonds).

Nabi, who hails from Kashmir, is an acclaimed photographer, and Nilosree Biswas from
Mumabeai is a film-maker who divides her time between producing photo books and developing
screenplays. Their collaboration has been this perfect tribute to the inner spirit of Kashmir.

The 342-page coffee table book is printed on glossy paper, which has enhanced the
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quality of the photographs. It is very thoughtful of the publisher to have placed a leaf of chinar, the
tree with its myriad autumn colours, which epitomises the subtle beauty of the hills, at the start of
the captions that accompany the pictures. What makes the book different from other coffee-
table books is the way the authors have woven the narrative around the pictures, beginning with
locations and landscapes, moving on to architecture, places of worship, and finally to the art and
craft of Kashmir, presenting a kaleidoscopic view of the Valley.

While the older generation was familiar with the exotic locales of Kashmir thanks to
Indian cinema, particularly Bollywood films, in the past two decades, the world outside the \alley
has only been exposed to pictures that reflect its political turmoil. The books written in this period
focus more on the history, politics and the competitive narratives that have dominated the place
than on its splendour. While the real picture of the daily routine of violence and human rights
violations cannot be ignored, what Kashmir offers other than images of violence has been
completely ignored or left to be told by government agencies.

Of late, documentaries based on official narratives or the ones the State Tourism
Department dishes out to promote tourism have been the only representations of the culture, art
and ethos that Kashmir has been proud of for centuries. The government’s twisted narrative
becomes the hallmark of a place ridden with conflict.

AlluringKashmir is refreshingly beautiful, providing a perfect package of eye-catching
images, and heart-warming narration on the lives of Kashmiris, such as the daily grind of vegetable
farmers who open their market on the Dal Lake around 4:30 a.m.

The religious and spiritual diversity of the land is brought out in the description of places
such as Awantipora temple, Hari Parbat Fort, the Mughal gardens, Sugandhesha temple,
Parihaspora, the Tomb of Zain-ul-Abidin’s mother, the mosque of Akhund Mulla Shah, the
Hazratbal shrine, Ziarat Charar-e-Sharif, Dastgeer Sahib, churches, Gurudwara Shri Chatti
Padshahi, Hazrat Makhdoom Sahib, Shah-Hamdan Sahib, Kheer Bhawani temple,
Shankaracharya temple and Sharika Devi temple.

Describing Kashmir as a magic land, the authors brilliantly focus on the meadows of
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Dhoodpathri (rivalled only by Gulmarg and Pahalgam), the cultural diversity of the land, its food,
the spoken language, dialect and the famous Kashmiri silk carpet weaving.

In her introduction, Nilosree Biswas says that the book is the outcome of her “intense
passion and love for Kashmir”. “Kashmir is the trinket box that | treasure, in which my experiences
are stored like jewellery. Each time that | collect one, my collection grows and | know that | have
any more to gather,” she writes.

Nabi says the book “is a compilation of a narrative of Kashmir interweaving images and text
in an attempt to take the reader on a journey of Kashmir, portrayed not only as a beautiful
destination but also providing and engaging insight and understanding of the local culture, the
people and the travellers to the Valley”.

The book was released at the World Book Fair in New Delhi in January 2017.

Frontline,
26 May, 2017.
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RESUME OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED DURING THE 12™
SESSION OF THE 7™ MIZORAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The first session for the year 2017 commenced at Assembly House, Aizwal on 14"
March, 2017 and was prorogued on 31 March, 2017. During the session, the House sat for 13
days and transacted business for a period of approximately 59:21 hrs.

Governors Address :

This session being the first session of the year 2017, His Excellency the Governor of
Mizoram, Lt. Gen.Nirbhay Sharma PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, VSM(Retd.) addressed the House
on 14.03.2017. In Pursuance of Art. 174 of the Constitution of India, Shri. Lalrobiaka MLA
proposed the Motion of Thanks on the Governors Address which was seconded by Shri John
Siamkunga, MLA. The Motion of Thanks was discussed on 15" March 2017 and was adopted.
Obituary :

On 15" March 2017 Pu Lal Thanhawla, Hon’ble Chief Minister and House Leader
made an obituary reference on the demise of Pu Zosiama Pachuau Ex-Minister Pu C. Lalruata,
former member of Mizoram Legislative Assembly and Smt.J. Jayalalitha, Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu for six terms and former member of Rajya Sabha. Pu K.Sangthuama, Pu Lalthanliana,
Pu P.C Zoram Sangliana and Pu R.L. Pianmawia also joined the references.

Members stood in silence for a minute as a mark of respect to the departed souls.
Panel of Chairmen:

In pursuance of rule 10(1) of the Rules of Procedure & Conduct of Business in Mizoram
Legislative Assembly, the Speaker announced Panel of Chairmen as follows :

(1) Pu Nihar Kanti Chakma

(2) PuT.Sankunga

(3) Pu Lalruatkima

(4) Er. Lalrinawma
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Financial Business :

On March 16, 2017 Shri Lalsawata, Finance Minister presented to the House the
Annual Budget for the year 2017 - 2018 with allied papers and Supplementary Demands for
Grants for the year 2016-2017.

The general discussion on the Budget was held on 20" & 21+t March, 2017,

The supplementary demands for grants for the year 2016-2017 was passed on 20*
March, 2017 and concerned Appropriation (No.1) Bill was also passed on the same day.

Demands for grants for the financial year 2017-2018 was discussed for 6 days and
all the demands including concerned Appropriation (No.2) Bill were passed by voice vote.
Questions :

During this Session, 197 starred questions were listed for oral answer, 89 questions
were answered orally; written replies to the remaining Starred Questions along with 224 Unstarred
Questions were laid on the Table of the House.

Legislative Business :

During the session, the following Bills were introduced, considered and passed by
the House :

1) The Mizoram (Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement)

(Amendment) Bill, 2017-Assembly Bill No.40 of 2017.
2) The Mizoram (Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement)
(Amendment) Bill, 2017-Assembly Bill No.41 of 2017.
3) The Mizoram Street Vendor (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of
Street Vending) (Repeal) Bill, 2017- Assembly Bill No. 44 of 2017.
Private Member Resolutions :

During this Session, 75 notices of Private Member Resolutions were received and

accepted. Out of these only one resolutions was passed as follows :

“Mizoram State in All India Services (1AS,IPS,IFS) separate cadre a neih ve ngei

36



—FECUS:

theih nan theihtawp chhuah ni rawh se”.
Presentation of Reports :

During the Session 20 Reports were presented to the House
Laying of Papers:

During this Session, 30 Rules, Regulations, Accounts, Reports and Notifications
were laid on the Table of the House.

Conclusion:

On the last day of the session, the Hon’ble Speaker highlighted a brief summary of
the business transacted during the 12" Session and he expressed gratitude to all Members. He
also thanked all Officers and Staff of Assembly Secretariat, Officers of different departments for
their co-operation during the session.

The 12" Session of the 7" Legislative Assembly Adjourned sine die on 30" March, 2017.
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