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ssiihw apX¬ hm¿≤Iyw hsc; \bw am‰n Btcm-Ky-tI-cfw

]pI-gvs]‰ tIc-fm-am-Xr-I-bnse ]pgp-°p-Øp-Iƒ Xncn-®-dn™v

ASn-apSn Btcm-Ky-\bw am‰p-I-bmWv kwÿm\w

]n. Fkv. dwjmZv

tI{µ k¿°m¿ am¿®n¬ {]kn≤oIcn®p kwÿm-\-ßƒ°v Ab®

tZiob BtcmKy \b-Øns‚ Ic-Sp-ambn tIc-f-Øns‚ ]pXnb Btcm-Ky-

\-b-Øn\v Fs¥-¶nepw _‘-apt≠m? Ds≠t∂m Cs√t∂m k¿°m¿

\ntbm-Kn® hnZKv[ kanXn Xøm-dm-°nb kwÿm\ BtcmKy \b-Øns‚

IcSv ]d-bp-∂n-√.  ]t£, c≠p \b-ßƒ°pw XΩn¬ s]mXp-hmbn Nne-Xp≠v

F∂p tI{µw N¿®bv°phn´ IcSv \b-Øn-eq-sSbpw tIcfw cmIn an\p-°n-

s°m-≠n-cn-°p∂ IcSv \b-Øn-eq-sSbpw IS-∂p-t]m-Ip-tºmƒ a\- n-em-Ipw.

]nW-dmbn hnP-b≥ k¿°m¿ A[n-Im-c-Øn-seØn aq∂p amkw

Ign-™-t∏m-gmWv ]pXnb Btcm-Ky-\bw c≠p amk-Øn-\p-≈n¬ hcp-sa∂v

Btcm-Ky-a{¥n sI.-sI, ssieP ]d-™-Xv. B Ime-]-cn[n Ign-™p-

t]m-sb-¶nepw k¿°m-cn\v Hcp h¿jw XnI-bp -∂-Xn\p sXm´p -

ap≥s]-¶nepw IcSv \b-tcJ ka¿∏n°m\p-ff {ia-Øn-emWv Bkq-{XW

t_m¿Uv AwKhpw {]ikvX P\-Io -bm -tcmKy {]h¿Ø-I-\p -amb

tUm.-_n.- C-Jv_m¬ A[y-£-\mb kan-Xn.  tIc-f-Øns‚ khn-ti-j-X-I-fn-

te°p Zo¿L-Ime e£y-ß-fn-eq∂n Xøm-dm-°nb Btcm-Ky-\-b-tcJ

tIc-f-Øn\p \¬Ip-∂Xp henb {]Xo£bmWv. Gsd {]Io¿Øn-°-s∏´

Btcm-Ky-cw-KsØ tIcf amXr-I-bvt°‰ Xncn-®-Sn-Iƒ ]cn-l-cn-°m≥ ]pXnb

BtcmKy \b-Øn-se-¥p≠v F∂ BImw-£-bp-ap≠v Adp-]Xmw hm¿jn-Im-

tLm-j-Øn-f-°-Ønse tIc-f-Øn-\v. ]pXnb cq]-Ønepw `mh-Ønepw Xncn-®p-

h-∂p-sIm-≠n-cn-°p∂ ]I¿®-hym-[n-Ifpw PohnX ssieo tcmK-ßfpw Cu

]nt∂m-´p-t]m-°n\v ASn-h-c-bn-Sp-∂p.
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Pn√m Bip-]-{Xn -I-fn¬ kq∏¿ kvs]jym-en‰n kwhn-[m-\-ßƒ

G¿s∏-SpØn saUn-°¬ tImtf-Pp-I-fpsS \ne-hm-c-Øn-te°v Db¿Øm≥

A©p h¿jsØ tdmUv am∏v, htbm-P\ NnIn-’bv°pw t{Sma sIb-dn\pw

{]m[m\yw \¬Ip∂ ]cn-io-e-\w, hmIvkn≥ \¬I¬, kv{XoI-fp-tSbpw

Ip´n-I-fp-tSbpw BtcmKyw htbm-P\ ]cn-c£, ASn-b-¥c NnIn-’,

am\-kn -Im -tcm -Kyw, {Sm≥kvsP≥U¿ BtcmKyw XpS -ßnb hnhn[

taJ-e -I -fn -embn Xncn®p {]iv\ -] -cn -lmc \n¿t± -i -ßƒ ]d-bp∂

\b-sØ-°p-dn®p {]Xo-£-Iƒ hep-Xm-Ip-∂Xp kzm`m-hn-Iw.

“\ne-hn -ep -ff Ãm^v ]mt‰¨ ]p\x -] -cn -tim -[n -°p -Ibpw

tUmIvS¿am-cp-tSbpw t\gvkp-am-cp-tSbpw FÆw Cc-´n-bmbn Db¿Øp-Ibpw

sNøpw. s]mXp˛BtcmKy kwhn-[m-\-hp-ambn _‘-s∏-SpØn ka-{Khpw

km¿∆-{Xn -I -hp -amb C≥jp-d≥kv \S-∏n -em -°pw. aq∂p saUn -°¬

tImtf-Pp -Isf Fbnwkv \ne-hm -c -Øn¬ Db¿Øpw lrZ -b-i-kv{X

-{In-b-bv°p-ff kuI-cyhpw ImØvem_pw Xmeq°v Bip-]-{Xn-I-fn¬ hsc

ÿm]n-°pw. Xmeq°v Bip-]-{Xn -I-fn¬ A¿_p-Z-tcmK ]cn-tim-[\m

kwhn-[m-\-ap-≠m-°pw.” CS-Xp-ap-∂Wn Ign™ sXc-s™-Sp-∏n\p ap≥]v

Ah-X-cn-∏n® {]I-S-\-]-{Xn-I-bn¬ Btcm-Ky-ta-J-e-bn¬ sNøm≥ t]mIp∂

Imcy-ß-sf-°p-dn®p {]mY-an-I-ambn ]d-bp-∂-XmWv C{X-bpw.  XpS¿∂v,

]{Xn-I-bnse hni-Zmw-i-ß-fn¬ G‰-hp-a-[nIw ]cm-a¿in-°p∂ taJ-e-I-fn-sem∂v

Btcm-Ky-am-Wv.  kwÿm\ k¿°m-cns‚ BtcmKy sNehv kwÿm\

Dev]m-Z-\-Øns‚ A©p iX-am-\-Øn¬ FØn°pw F∂-XmWv AXn¬

{][m-\-s∏-́ -Xv.  Btcm-Ky-\bw hmKvZm\w sNøp∂ G‰hpw {][m\ Imcy-ß-

fn-sem∂v F∂p-IqSn Ct∏mƒ ]dbmw.  ]t£ {]I-S\ ]{XnI AtX-hn-[tam

sNdnb am‰-ß-tfm-sStbm ]I¿Øn-h-®-X√ Btcm-Ky-\-bw.  \ne-hn¬ samØw

hcp-am-\-Øn¬\n∂p c≠p iX-am-\-Øn¬ Xmsg-bmWv Btcm-Ky-ta-J-ebv°p

\o°n-h-bv°p-∂-Xv.  AXp Xosc ]cn-an-X-am-sW∂pw k¿°m¿ s]mXp

Btcm-Ky-ta-J-ebn¬ D∂-an-Sp∂ h≥InS ]cn-c£m ]≤-Xn-Iƒ°v AXp
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aXn-bm-In-s√-∂p-ap-ff Xncn-®-dnhv \b-Øn¬ {]ISw.  ]t£, H‰-b-Sn°v A©p

iX-am-\-Øn-te°v FØn-°p-sa-∂√ \bw ]d-bp-∂-Xv.  A©p h¿jw sIm≠v

Atßm-s -́Øn°pw F∂m-Wv.   Hmtcm h¿jhpw Hmtcm iX-am\w h¿[n-∏n®v

A©p iX-am-\-Øn-se-Øn-°p-I-bmWv e£yw

c≠p-am-k-Øn-\Iw IcSv \b-tcJ ka¿∏n-°m≥ Bh-iy-s∏´v 2016

sk]vXw-_¿ BZy-amWv hnZ-Kv[-k-anXnsb k¿°m¿ \ntbm-Kn -®-Xv.

tImgn-t°mSv saUn-°¬ tImtf-Pnse tUm.-sI.-]n. Ac-hn-µ≥ I¨ho-\dpw

Btcm-Ky-h-Ip∏v Ub-d-IvS¿ tUm.-B¿.-c-ta-iv, saUn-°¬ hnZym-`ymk

Ub-d -I vS¿ tUm. -Fw. dwem _ohn, tlman -tbm -]Xn Ub-d -I vS¿

tUm. sI.-P-ap-\, C¥y≥ knÃw Hm v̂ saUn-kn≥ Ub-d-IvS¿ tUm.-A-\nXm

tP°∫v, ap≥ Un.-F-®v.-F-kv. tUm.-]n.-sI.-P-ao-e, kn.-A-Nyp-X-ta-t\m≥ BtcmKy

]T-\-tI-{µ-Ønse s{]m^.-hn.-cm-a≥Ip-́ n, kmaq-lnI {]h¿ØI Da t{]a≥,

tUm. -]n . -sI. iin -[ -c≥, tUm. -cm -P vtam -l≥, tUm. -F. -sI. -P -b - {io,

tUm.-hn-.Pn. {]Zo-]v, tUm.-]n. -sI. taml≥em¬,- tUm.- Bi hnP-b≥,

tUm. B¿.-P-b-{]-Im-iv, tUm. kn.-kp-µ-tc-i≥ F∂n-h¿ AwK-ß-fp-am-Wv.

BtcmKy taJ-e-bn¬ `mhn-bn-ep-≠m-Im-hp∂ sh√p-hn-fn-Iƒ IqSn ap∂n¬

I≠p-sIm-≠v, ‘ ka-{K-\bw ’ F∂  ImgvN-∏mSv k¿°m¿ A[n-Im-c-ta‰

]n∂mse Xs∂ a{¥n sI.-sI.-ssj-eP apt∂m´p h®n-cn-°p-∂p.  2013˛¬

DΩ≥Nm-≠n- k¿°m¿ ]pd-Øn-d-°nb Btcm-Ky-\bw ]q¿W-ambpw am‰n-h-®p-

sIm-≠mWv ]pXnb \bw Xøm-dm-°p-∂-Xv.  tIc-f-Øn¬ ]pXnb Hcp

Btcm-Ky-am-Xr-Ibv°v km[yX ap∂n¬ I≠psIm≠p-ff tcJ-bmWv CsX∂pw

hntI-{µo-Ir-Xhpw P\-]-¶m-fn-Ø-tØm-Sp -Iq-Sn-b-Xp-am-bn-cn°pw ]pXnb amXrI

F∂p-amWv tUm.-C-Iv_m¬ Dƒs∏-sS-bp-f-f-h¿ Ign™ Nne amkßfmbn

\¬In-s°m-≠n-cn-°p∂ kqN-\.  Ccp-∂q-dn-e-[nIw kwL-S-\-I-fp-ambn hnZKv[

kanXn Bi-b-hn-\n-abw \S-Øp-Ibpw Xncp-h-\-¥-]p-cØpw tImgn-t°m´pw

sIm®n-bnepw kn‰nwKv \S-Øp-Ibpw sNbvXp. Ign™ CS-Xp-ap-∂Wn k¿°m¿

Bthi-tØmsS XpS-ßn-h-s®-¶nepw ]mXn-h-gn°p \n∂p-t]mb d^-d¬



4

kwhn-[m-\-Øn\p ]pXnb \b-Øn¬ Du∂-ep-≠v.  tcmKn-Iƒ t\sc

saUn -°¬ tImtf-Pp -I -fn -te°p t]mIp∂ ÿnXn \nb- {¥n -°m≥

{]mY-an-Im-tcmKy tI{µ-ßƒ apX¬ Pn√m Bip-]-{Xn-Iƒ hsc-bp-ffhsb

i‡n-s∏-Sp-ØpI e£y-am-Wv.

km¿∆-{XnI BtcmKy tkh-\w, s]mXp Btcm-Ky-ta-J-e-bpsS

hn]p-eo-I-cWw, {]mY-an-Im-tcm-Ky-̨ -Ip-Spw-_m-tcmKy tkh-\w, ZznXo-b-̨ -Xr-Xob

NnIn’m taJe sa®-s∏-Sp-Øp-I, tIm¿∏-td‰v Bip-]-{Xn-Isf \nb-{¥n-°pI,

a\pjy hn -̀h-tijn Bkq-{XWw sNbvXp hn\n-tbm-Kn-°p-I, s]mXp-\n-Ip-Xn-

bn-eqsS hn`h kam-l-cWw \S-ØpI F∂o Imcy-ßƒ°v Btcm-Ky-\-b-Øn¬

{]tXyI Du∂-ep-≠v. s]mXp \nIp-Xn-bn-eqsS hn`h kam-l-cWw F∂-Xns‚

t\cn-́ p-ff A¿∞w Btcm-Ky-ta-Je \∂m-°p-∂-Xn\p P\-Øn\p ta¬ ]pXnb

_m[yXm \n¿t±ißƒ F∂mtWm F∂v C\n hy‡-am-Im-\n-cn-°p-∂-tX-bp-f-

fq.  BtcmKy C≥jp-d≥kv ]≤Xn hgn e`n-°p∂ hnlnXw {]tbm-P-\-s∏-

SpØn k¿°m¿ Bip-]-{Xn-I-fnse ASn-ÿm\ kuI-cy-ßƒ IqSp-X¬

sa®-s∏-SpØpw F∂p {]I-S\]{XnI hy‡-am-°n-bn-cp-∂p.  AXpw \b-tc-J-

bn¬ ]d-bp∂ s]mXp-\n-Ip-Xn-bn-ep-ff hn`h kam-l-c-Whpw XΩn-semcp

s]mcp-Ø-t°-Sp-≠v.  AtXm CXp c≠pw IqSn tN¿Øp In´p-∂-Xp-sIm-≠mtWm

Btcm-Ky-ta-Je \∂m-°p-∂Xv F∂-dn-bm≥ ImØn-cn-°p-Itbm hgn-bp-f-fq.

s]mXp BtcmKy taJ-esb hn]p-eo-I-cn®p i‡n-s∏-Sp-Øp-∂-Xp-ambn

_‘-s∏´ \nc-h[n \n¿t±-i-ßƒ ]pXnb \b-Øn-ep-≠v.  \nb-a- \n¿Ωm-Whpw

LS\m]c-amb am‰-ßfpw t]mse I\-ap-ff Imcy-ß-fmWv AXv.   {]mY-an-Im-

tcmKy IpSpw-_m-tcmKy tkh-\-Øn\p ^manen sl¬Øv sIb¿ Hcp \n¿t±-

i-am-Wv.  \ne-hnse tUmIvS¿am-cp-tSbpw ]mcm-sa-Un-°¬ Poh-\-°m-cp-tSbpw

FÆw h®p-sIm≠v CX{X Ffp-∏-a -s√∂p a\- n-em°n Xs∂-bmWv

tUmIvS¿am-cp-tSbpw a‰p Poh-\-°m-cp-tSbpw FÆw h¿≤n-∏n-°m-\p-ff

ip]m¿i.  Bh-iy-Øn\p tUmIvS¿am-cn√ F∂Xp apJy-{]-iv\-ambn

Xncn-®-dn-bp-tºmgpw ]cn-l-cn-°m≥ icn-bmb CS-s]-S¬ IqSn thW-sa∂
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Xncn-®-dnhv \b-Øn-ep-≠v.  \ne-hn¬ saUn-°¬ tImtf-Pp-Iƒ XpS-ßp-∂Xv

Bh-iy -Øn\p tUmIvS¿amcpw a‰p Poh-\ -°mcpw C√m -sX-bm -Wv .

Bh-iy -Øn\p tUmIvS¿amsc \nb-an -°msX ]pXnb saUn -°¬

tImtf-Pp-Iƒ \n¿Ωn-°p∂ Acm-P-Im-h-ÿbv°p ]cn-lmcw F∂-Xn\p

XpS¿®-bmbm as‰m-∂p-Iq-Sn-bp-≠v.  kwÿm-\Øv C\n ]pXnb saUn-°¬

tImtf-Pp-Iƒ XpS-ßn-√.  km¿h-{XnI BtcmKy tkh-\-Øn\v BtKmf

\ne-hm-c-ap-ff Btcm-Ky-]-cn-c-£-bmWv e£yw.  BZy L -́Øn¬ C≥jp-d≥kv

t]mep-f-fh \S-∏m-°p-Ibpw hn]p-eo-I-cn-°p-Ibpw sNøpw.

tI{µ k¿°m¿ ]mkm-°nb ¢n\n-°¬ FÃm-ªn-jvsa‚ v BIv‰v

^e-{]-Z-ambn \S-∏m-°n-bmWv tIm¿∏-td‰v Bip-]-{Xn-Isf \nb-{¥n-°pI  tI{µ

\nb-a-Øn¬ tIc-f-Øns‚ {]tXy-I-X-Iƒ A\p-k-cn®p am‰-ßƒ hcp-Øpw.

“ a{¥n apX¬ Xmtgm-́ p-f-f-h¿ Btcm-Ky-ta-J-e-bnse {]Xn-k-‘n-sb-°p-dn®p

t_m[-ap -f -f -h-cm -bn -cn -°Ww F∂-Xn\pw Fs¥ms° {]iv\-ß-fmWv

t\cn-Sp-∂-sX∂ hy‡-amb [mcW thWw”  F∂-Xn\pap≠v Du∂¬.

Btcm-Ky-Ønse tI{µ- \bw

ZznZob ]cn-c£m tkh-\-ßƒ, s]mXp-ta-Jem Bip-]-{Xn-I-fpsS

\ho-I-c-Ww, Ip´n-I-fp-tSbpw Iuam-c-°m-cp-tSbpw Btcm-Kyw, F√m-h¿°pw

tcmK-{]-Xn-tcm-[w, enwKm-[n-jvTnX AXn-{I-aßƒs°-Xnsc Dd® \S]Sn-Iƒ,

hn`h kam-l-c-Ww, hmIvkn≥ kpc-£, acp-∂p-I-fp-tSbpw saUn-°¬

D]-I-c -W-ß-fp -sSbpw e`yX Dd-∏m-°¬, Ahiy acp -∂p-I-fp -tSbpw

hmIvkn -\p -I -fp -tSbpw D¬∏m-Z -\ -Øn -\p -ff s]mXp -ta -Jem tijn

hnI-kn-∏n-°p-I, BtcmKy Kth-j-W-Øn\v CXp-h-sc-bp-f-f-Xn-t\-°mƒ

{][m\yw XpSßn kwÿm\ \b-Ønepw tZiob \b-Ønepw s]mXp-hmbn

]e-Xp-ap-≠v.  F∂m¬, tZiob \bw hcm≥ ImØn-cp-∂p-sht∂m AXn¬

\n∂p-IqSn th≠Xv FSp-Øp-sht∂m AXn\v A¿∞-an-√.  Ds≠-¶n¬Øs∂

\b-cq-]o-I-cW kan-Xnbpw k¿°mcpw AXp kΩ-Xn-°m≥ Xøm-dp-a-√.  tZiob

\b-Øns‚ Ic-Sn¬ kwÿm-\-Øn\p KpW-I-chpw tZmj-I-c-hp-amb
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LS-I-ßƒ Fs¥m-s°-bm -sW∂ tNmZy -Øn\p Ign™ amkw

25˛\p  a{¥n sI.-sI.-ssi-eP \nb-a-k-̀ -bn¬ \¬Inb adp-]-Sn, ‘]cn-tim[n®p

hcp∂p’F∂m-bn-cp∂p. kao] Znh-k-ß-fn¬ am{X-amWv AXp In´n-bXv

F∂mWv ImcWw ]d-™-Xv . kn. -sI. \mWp, sI. -Ir -jvW≥Ip -´n ,

sI.-_n. KtWjv Ipam¿ F∂n-h-cp-tS-Xm-bn-cp∂p tNmZyw.

s]mXp-P-\m-tcmKyw sa®-s∏-Sp-Øp-∂-Xn\pw saUn-°¬ tImtfPv apX¬

{]mY-an-Im-tcmKy tI{µw hsc-bp-ff k¿°m¿ BtcmKy kwhn-[m\w

sa®-s∏-Sp -Øm\pw Fs¥m-s°-bmWv \n¿t±-i-ß-fp -≈-sX∂pw Ah¿

tNmZn-®n-cp-∂p. adp-]-Sn-bn¬ AXp-tI´`mhw \Sn-®n-√.  ]c-º-cm-KX NnIn’m

hn`m-K-ß-fmb Bbq¿th-Zw, kn≤, bq\m-\n, tlmantbm hn`m-K-ß-fpsS

ka-{K-hn-I-k-\-Øn-\p-ff \n¿t±-i-ßƒ Fs¥m-s°, {KmaoW Btcm-Ky-

ta-J-e-bpsS ASn-ÿm\ kuI-cy-hn-I-k-\w, Poh≥c£m acp-∂p-I-fpsS hne

\nb-{¥-Ww, acp-∂p-I-fpsS Kth-jWw t{]m’m-ln-∏n-°¬, saUn-°¬

hnZym-̀ ymkØns‚ KpW-ta∑ sa®-s∏-Sp-Ø¬ F∂n-hsb°pdn®p tZiob \bw

apt∂m-´p -h-bv°p∂ ImgvN-∏m-Sp -Iƒ Fs¥ms° F∂o tNmZy-ßfpw

Fw. -F¬.F am¿ D∂-bn-®p.  c≠p \b-Øn-s‚bpw IcSpIƒ HØp-

t\m-°p-tºmƒ CS-Xp-ap-∂-Wn°v F≥.-Un.-F. bpam-bp-ff i‡-amb cmjv{Sob

hntbm-Pn -∏p -Iƒ \ne-\n¬s°-Øs∂ Btcm -Ky -\ -b -Ønse s]mXp

tbmPn-∏p-Iƒ {]I-S-am-Wv.

1983-˛sebpw 2002˛sebpw tZiob BtcmKy \b-ßƒ ]©-h¬kc

]≤-Xn-I-fnse Btcm-Ky-ta-J-e-tbm-Sp-ff kao-]-\-Øn\p am¿§-Z¿i\w

\¬In-bn-´p≠v F∂p Nq≠n-°m-Wn-®p-sIm-≠mWv ]pXnb tZiob \bw

XpS-ßp-∂-Xv.  Ah-km\w tZiob Btcm-Ky-\bw cq]o-I-cn-®Xp 14 h¿j-

ßƒ°p ap≥]m-Wv.  AXn-\p-tijw \mep {][m\ Zni-I-fn¬ ]›m-Øew

amdn-bn-cn-°p-∂p.  BtcmKy ap≥K-W-\-Iƒ amdn F∂-XmWv H∂m-a-tØ-Xv.

“K¿`ÿ inip-a-c-Whpw inip-a-c-Whpw IpØt\ Ipd-™p.  adp-h-iØp

kmaq-lnI tcmK-ßfpw ]I¿®-hym-[n-Ifpw h¿[n®p.”  F∂p tZiob
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\b-Øns‚ Bap-J-Øn¬ ]d-bp-∂Xp tIc-fsØ kw_-‘n-®n-S-tØmfw F{X-

ta¬ kXy-amWv F∂v AwKo-I-cn-°p-tºmƒ s]mXp-]-cn-lmc am¿§-ß-fnepw

ssItIm¿°m-\m-Ipw; kwi-b-an-√.

Btcm-Ky-ta-J-e-bv°p-ff kmº-ØnI ]n¥pW h¿[n-∏n-°Ww F∂

tIc-f-Øns‚ ImgvN-∏mSv Xs∂-bmWv tI{µhpw c≠m-a-Xmbn ]d-bp-∂-Xv.

Btcm-Ky-]-cn-c£m sNe-hp-Iƒ BI-kvan-I-ambn h¿[n-∏n-°p∂ kw -̀h-ßƒ

h¿[n®p F∂-XmWv aq∂m-a-tØ-Xv.  \mem-a-Xm-bn, kº-ZvL-S-\-bpsS

hf¿®-bp-≠m-°p∂ khn-tij {]Xn-k-‘n-Iƒ.  tIcfw temI-Øn\p

kΩm-\n® anI® BtcmKy  amXr-I-I-tf-°p-dn®p Xs∂-bmWv tIc-f-Øn\v

Bh¿Øn®p ]d™p sImt≠ Ccn-°m-\p-f-f-Xv.  ]t£, Ahbv°p Xncn-®Sn

t\cn-́ p-sIm-≠n-cn-°p∂p F∂p Xpd∂p kΩ-Xn-®p-sIm-≠mWv  CØ-hW ]pXnb

\bw apt∂m´p hbv°p-∂-Xv.  C∂-se-I-fnse anI-hp-I-tf-°p-dn®p henb

Ah-Im-i-hm-Z -ßƒ Bh¿Øn-°p-Ibpw C∂n-t‚bpw \mf-bp -tSbpw

{]Xn-k-‘n-Iƒ°p ap∂n¬ ]cn-lmcw \n¿t±-in-°m≥ C√m-Xn-cn-°p-Ibpw

sNøp-∂-Xnse \mW-t°Sv Xncn-®-dn™p XpS-ßn-bn-cn-°p-∂p. Xncn-®-Sn-Iƒ Xpd∂p

kΩ-Xn-®m¬ ]ns∂ ]pXnb IpXn-∏p-Iƒ°p th≠n  ]g-bXp ]eXpw

ssIsbm-gn -tb≠n ht∂-°pw.  Fs¥ms° ? {]k-‡-amWv tNmZyw.

AXn-\p-ff ka-{K-amb DØcw IqSn-bmhmw tUm.-C-Jv_m¬kan-Xn-bpsS

ssIbn-ep-f-f-Xv.

ae-bm-fw,

15 tabv, 2017.
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tImgn sIm≠p t]mIp-∂Xv 6000 tImSn

Fkv cmL-h≥

C¥y-bn¬ tImgn-IfpsS Xd-hm-sS-∂-`n-am-\n-®n-cp∂ kwÿm-\-am-Wv

tIc-fw.  apwss_, sIm¬°-Ø, U¬ln XpS-ßnb h≥ \K-c-ß-fn-te°p

t]mepw tImgn-ap-´-Iƒ Ib‰n Ab®v ]Ww kºm-Zn-®n-cp∂ ]mc-º-cy-amWv

\ap-°p-≠n-bn-cp-∂-Xv.  F∂m¬ C∂v Bdm-bn-c-Øn¬ ]cw tImSn cq] B≠p-

tXmdpw ap´-bm°pw Cd-®n-t°m-gn-Iƒ°p-ambn Ab¬ kwÿm-\-ß-fn-te°v

HgpIn t]mIp∂ ]cn-Xm-]-I-c-amb \ne-bn-te°v \mw Iq∏p-Ip-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂p.

]pcm-X\ Imew apX¬ km[m-c -W-°m-cmb tIc-fob ho´-Ω-am -cpsS

aSn-»o-e-bn¬ ]Ww \nd-®n-cp-∂Xv ho´phf-∏p-I-fn¬ hf¿∂n-cp∂ tImgn-Iƒ

Bbn-cp-∂p.  C¥y-bnse h≥InS \K-c-ß-fn-te°v t]mepw ChnsS \n∂pw

ap´-Iƒ FØn-®n-cp-∂Xp IqSmsX Cd-®n-t°mgn hf¿Ø¬ {]Np-c-{]-Nmcw

kn≤n-°p∂ 1980 Iƒ hsc ap´ C´p Ign™ \mS≥ ]nS-t°m-gn-I-sf-bpw,

]qh≥tIm-gn -I -sfbpw Cd -®n -°p -th≠n Xan -g v\mS v Dƒs∏-sS -bp -ff

Ab¬ kwÿm-\-ß-fn-te°v tIc-f-Øn¬ \n∂pw Ib‰n Ab-°p-Ibpw

sNbvXn-cp-∂p.

kzmX-{¥ym-\-¥c Ime-L-´-Øn¬ km[m-c-W-°m-cmb {Kmao-W-cpsS

kmº-ØnI D∂-a-\-Øn-\mbn ]gb Xncp-sIm®n k¿°mcpw ]n∂oSv tIc-f-

k¿°mcpw arK-kw-c-£W hIp-∏n -eqsS tImgn -h-f¿Ø¬ taJ-esb

B[p-\n -I-h¬°-cn -°m-\p -ff hn]p -e-amb ]≤-Xn -Iƒ Bhn-jvI-cn®v

\S-∏n-em-°n-bn-cp-∂p.

\mS≥ tImgn-I-fpsS ap´-Iƒ am{X-a-√, hntZ-i-h¿§-ß-fmb ssh‰v

setKm¨ XpS-ßn-b-h-bpsS ap´-Ifpw Ib‰n Ab-®n-cp-∂p.  Aßs\

tImgn -h-f¿Ø¬ taJ-esb F√m kmt¶-XnI anI-hp-ItfmSpw IqSn
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hymh-km-bn-Im-Sn-ÿm-\-Øn¬ hn]p-eo-I-cn-°p-hm≥ A∂sØ arK-kw-c-£W

hIp-∏n\v km[n-®n-cp-∂p.

sNß-∂q-cn¬ \n∂pw Xe-D-b¿Øn \n¬°p∂ sk≥{S¬ lm®-dn-bpsS

t\Xr-Xz-Ønepw Pn√-Iƒ tXmdpw ÿm]n-°-s∏-´n-´p-ff taJe Pn√m-tIm-gn-

h-f¿Ø¬ tI{µ-ßƒ, Xncp-h-\-¥-]p-c-Øpw, aqhm-‰p-]p-g-bnepw G‰hpw

anI-thmsS {]h¿Øn-®n -cp∂ C‚≥kohv ]uƒ{Sn sUh-e -] vsa‚ v

t{]mP-IvSp-Iƒ, IÆq¿ ]uƒ{Sn sUh-e-]vsa‚ v ]≤-Xn, ]©m-b-Øp-Ifpw

hnI-k\ tªm°p-Ifpw tI{µo-I-cn®p {]h¿Øn-®n-cp∂ ]uƒ{Sn bqWn-‰p-Iƒ

XpSßn tImgn-h-f¿Ø¬ {]h¿Ø-\-ß-fpsS hn]p-e-amb Hcp irwJe

tIc-f-Øn¬ hnP-b-I-c-ambn {]h¿Øn-®n-cp-∂p.  IqSmsX tImgn-I-fpsS tcmK-

{]-Xn-tcm-[-Øn\pw XpS¿ NnIn-’-bv°p-am-h-iy-amb Unkokv C≥sh-Ãn-tK-

j≥ ]≤-Xn-I-fpw, kao-Ir-X-amb tImgn-Øo‰ D¬∏m-Zn-∏n-°p-∂-Xn-\p-ff

^mIvS-dn-Iƒ, D]-I-c-Wßƒ \n¿Ωn-°m-\p-ff h¿°p-tjm-∏p-Iƒ, tImgn-

Øo-‰-bpsS KpW]cn-tim-[\ et_m-d-́ -dn-Iƒ, ]cn-io-e\ tI{µ-ßƒ,hn]-W-\-

tI-{µ-ßƒ XpS-ßnbhbpw \nd™p \n∂ Hcp h≥InS ]≤-Xn-bm-bn-cp∂p

\ΩpsS tImgn-h-f¿Ø¬ taJ-e.

CXn-s\√mw ]pdta tImgn-°p-™p-ßƒ hncn-bp∂ DS≥ Xs∂ enwK-

\n¿Æbw sNbvXv ]qh-\pw, ]nSbpw th¿Xn-cn-°p∂ Pm∏-\okv k{º-Zmbw

]cn-io-en-∏n-°p-∂-Xn-\p-ff NnIvsk-IvknwKv kvIqƒ C¥y-bn-em-Zy-ambn

sNß-∂q¿ lm®-dn-bn¬ 1967-̨ 68 ¬ ÿm]n-°p-I-bp-≠m-bn.  ChnsS \n∂pw

]cn-io-e\w kn≤n® \qdp-I-W-°n\v bph-Xo-bp-hm-°ƒ C¥y-bn-epw, ]pdw

cmPyßfnepw tPmen t\m°n hcp-∂p.

hncn-bp∂ DS≥ Xs∂ ap´-h¿§-Øn¬s]´ tImgn-°p-™p-ß-fnse

]qh\pw ]nSbpw Xncn™p am‰p-∂Xp aqew ap´ D¬∏m-Z\ taJ-e-bn¬

Bbn-c-°-W-°n\v tImSn cq] B≠p tXmdpw em`-ap-≠m-°p-∂p-≠v.  Cu

em`Øn\v hgn-h-®Xpw C¥y-bn-em-I-am-\-ap-ff ap´ DXv]m-Z-\-ta-J-esb  h≥]n®
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]ptcm-K-Xn-bn-te°v \bn-°p-hm-\p-ff i‡n-tI-{µ-am-bXpw sNß-∂q¿ sk≥{S¬

lm®-dnbv¬ kvYm]n® NnIvkv skIvknwKv kvIqfns‚ kvXpXy¿l-amb

{]h¿Ø-\-am-bn-cp-∂p.

CXn\p ]pdta sk≥{S¬ lm®-dn-tbm-S-\p-_-‘n®v ap´ kw`-cW

hn]-W\  tI{µw kwÿm\ hym]-I-ambn {]h¿Øn-®n-cp-∂Xv ap´-t°mgn

hf¿Ø¬ taJ-ebv°pw I¿j-I¿°pw hºn® t\ -́am-bn-cp-∂p.

]≤-Xn-I-fpsS KpW-t`m-‡m-°-fmbn tImgn-h-f¿Ø¬ taJ-e-bn¬

{]h¿Øn-®n-cp∂ I¿j-I¿°v anI® B\p-Iq-ey-ßfpw ]cn-io-e-\-ßfpw

\¬In-bn-cp-∂p.  ASn-ÿm\ kuI-cy-ßƒ°v kmº-ØnI klm-bhpw

AXyq¬∏m-Z\ tijn-bp-ff ]nS-t°mgn Ip™p-ßsf Ipd™ \nc-°n¬

hnX-cWw sNøp-I, KpW-\n-e-hm-c-ap-ff tImgn-Øo‰ Ipd™ \nc-°nepw

k_vkn-Un-tbmSp IqSnbpw ^map-I-fn-se-Øn-®p sImSp°pI.  tImgn-ap-́ -Iƒ

^map -I -fn¬ \n∂p Xs∂ tiJ-cn®v hn]-W\w sNøpI apX-emb

kuI-cy-ß-fpw, tkh-\-ßfpw I¿j-I¿°v \¬In-bn-cp-∂p.  {]Xn-tcm[ IpØn-

h-bv∏p-Iƒ, ]cn-io-e\ anI-hns‚ ]cn-tim-[-\-bpw, \n¿t±-i-ßfpw  \¬Ip-I.

DXv]m-Z\ £a-X-bn-√mØ tImgn-Isf Xnc-™p-am-‰pI (I-≈n-Mv) apX-emb

kmt¶-XnI tkh-\-ßfpw XnI®pw kuP-\y-am-bn-cp-∂p.

1965˛1980 Ime-L-´-Øn¬ D¬∏m-Z\w IpXn®p Ib-dp-I-bpw, arK

-kw-c-£W hIp-∏n\v ]pdta kl-I-cW kwL-ßfpw ap´ kw -̀cW hn]-W\

cwK-tØ°v IS-∂p-h∂v {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ°v i‡n ]I-cp-Ibpw sNbvXn-cp-∂p.

tImgn-h-f¿Ø-en-\m-h-iy-amb D]-I-c-W-ßƒ sNß-∂q-cnepw aqhm-‰p-

]p-g-bnepw {]h¿Øn-®n-cp∂ \n¿ΩmW tI{µ-ß-fn¬ D¬∏m-Zn-∏n®v Ipd™

\nc-°n¬ ^map-I-fn¬ FØn-°p-Ibpw sNbvXn-cp-∂p.  Cu ]≤-Xn-I-sf-sb√mw

GtIm-]n -∏n -°p -∂-Xn\pw \nb-{¥n -°p -∂-Xn\pw ]cn -Nb kº-∂cpw

{]K¬ -̀cp-amb tPmbn‚ v Ub-d-IvS¿am¿ arK-kw-c-£W hIp-∏nse ]uƒ{Sn

hn`m-K-Øn\p t\XrXzw \¬In-bn-cp-∂p.
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sNß-∂q¿ sk≥{S¬ lm®-dn-bpƒs∏sS tIc-f-Øn¬ A∂p≠mbn-cp∂

]≤-Xn -Iƒ {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ I≠p ]Tn®v Xan -g v\mS v k¿°m-cns‚

]uƒ{Sn tIm¿∏-td-j≥ cq]o-I-cn-°p-hm≥ Fw.Un Bbn \nbp-‡bm-bn-cp∂

joe \mb¿ sF.-F.-F-kv. 1970 Ifn¬ sk≥{S¬ lm®-dn-bn¬ FØn-bn-cp-∂p.

A∂v \ΩpsS {]h¿Ø-\-ß-sf∏‰n hni-Z-amb hnh-c-ßƒ \¬Ip-hm≥

sk≥{S¬ lm®-dn-bnse Hcp ko\n-b¿ Poh-\-°m-c-\m-bn-cp∂ Cu teJ-I≥

\ntbm-Kn-°-s∏-´n-cp-∂p.

Cu kµ¿`Øn¬ \n∂pw e`n® hne-s∏´ hnh-c-ß-fn¬ \n∂pw

{]tNm-Z-\-apƒs°m-≠v joem \mb¿ Xan-gv\mSv k¿°m-cns‚ hºn®

t{]m’m-l-\-ßfpw klmb]≤-Xn-Ifpw GtIm-]n-∏n®v {]h¿Øn-®-Xns‚

^e-ambn Xan-gv\m-́ nse tImgn-h-f¿Ø¬ taJe Akq-bm-h-l-amw-hÆw ]S¿∂v

]¥-en-°p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p.

tIc-f-am-Is´ tImgn-h-f¿Ø-ep-Im¿°v \¬In-bn-cp∂ B\p-Iq-eyßƒ

{Ita-W-sh´n Npcp-°p-Ibpw \ndp-Ø-em-°p-I-bp-am-Wp-≠m-b-Xv.  tImgn-bpsS

ap´bp¬∏m-Z-\-tijn h¿≤n-∏n-°p-hm\pw \ne-\n¿Øp-hm\pw Bh-iy-amb

{_oUnwKv t{]m{Kmw \ndp-Ø-em-°p-Ibpw hntZ-i-Øp-\n∂v hcp-Øn-bn-cp∂

hne-tb-dnb ap´-t°mgn h¿§-ß-fpsS ]c-º-c-Isf {]tbm-P-\-s∏-Sp-ØmsX

Ah-K-Wn-°p-Ibpw hnI-k\ ]≤-Xn-I-sf√mw Xs∂ \ndp-Ø-em-°p-Ibpw

sNbvXp.  \ne-hn-ep-ff taJem Pn√m tImgn-h-f¿Ø¬ tI{µ-ß-fpsS

{]h¿Ø-\-ßfpw th≠-{X  Xr]vXn-I-c-a-s√-∂m-W-dn-bp-∂-Xv.  ASn-ÿm\

kuI-cy-ßƒ D≠mbn-cp -∂-Xn¬ `qcn -`m -Khpw D]-tbm-K-s∏-Sp -ØmsX

\njv{In-b-hp-am-Wv.

CXn -s‚-sb√mw ^e-ambn tIc-f -Øns‚ ap´ D¬∏m-Z -\-ta-Je

XI¿∂-Sn-bp-Ibpw tIc-f-Ønse D]-t`m-‡m-°ƒ°v Bh-iy-amb ap´-Iƒ

Ab¬ kwÿm-\-ß-fn¬ \n∂pw Hgp-In-sb-Øp-hm\pw XpS-ßn.
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Xan-gv\mSv Dƒs∏sS C¥y-bnse CXc kwÿm-\-ß-fn-te°v ap´-Iƒ

Ib‰n Ab-®n-cp∂ tIc-f-Øns‚ ta¬t°mbva AtXmsS Ah-km-\n-°p-Ibpw

sNbvXp.  Xan-gv\m-´n¬ I¿j-I¿°p e`n® t{]m’m-l-\hpw a‰-\p-Iqe

kml-N-cy-ßfpw hºn® hf¿®bv°v hgn-sX-fn -®-t∏mƒ tIc-f-Ønse

I¿j-I¿°p e`n® Ah-K-W-\bpw I¿Ω-]-≤-Xn -Iƒ Bhn-jvI-cn®p

\S-∏n-em-°p-∂-Xn¬ Hut±ym-KnI Xe-Ønepw `c-W-cw-KØpw A\p-`-h-s∏´

ac-hn∏pw sISp-Im-cy-k-Y-Xbpw tIc-f-Ønse ap´-t°m-gn-Iƒ hf¿Ø¬

]≤-Xn-Iƒ°v Ipgn-tXm-≠p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p.

Cu Zp¿LSk‘n-bn¬ ap´-t°mgn hf¿Ø-en¬ ]nSn-®p-\n¬°p-hm≥

]‰msX ]n≥hm-ßnb tIcf I¿j-I≥ AXn-thKw BZmbw e`n-°p∂ Cd-®n-

t°mgn hf¿Ø-en-te°v {]h¿Ø\ taJe Xncn-®p-hn-´p.  Ahn-tSbpw

Xan-gv\m-´nse kwcw-`-I-cp-sS-bpw, ]uƒ{Sn tIm¿∏-td-j-s‚bpw Igp-I≥

IÆp-Iƒ \ΩpsS ta¬ ]Xn-®p.  tIc-fo-b-cpsS Cd-®n-Øo‰ h¿≤n-®-tXmsS

\nIpXn kuP\yapƒs∏sS t\Sn-sb-Sp-ØXv Ipd™ hnebv°v ap´bv°v ]pdta

Xan-gv\mSv Cd-®n-t°m-gnbpw tIc-f-Øn-te°v {]h-ln-°p-hm≥ XpS-ßn.  XpS¿∂v

tIc-f-Ønse kwcw-`-I¿°v ]nSn-®p-\n¬°p-hm≥ km[n-°msX ap´p-a-S-°p-I-

bm-Wp-≠m-b-Xv.

Bdm-bn-c-Øn¬∏cw tImSn cq] B≠p-tXmdpw ap´-bv°pw, tImgn

-C-d-®n°pw th≠n Cu sIm®p-tI-c-f-Øn¬ \n∂pw Xan-gv\m-´n-te-s°m-gp-Ip-

tºmƒ Ir{Xna hne-h¿≤-\-aqew Cu XpI \qdp-I-W-°n\p tImSn-Iƒ ho≠pw

h¿≤n-°p-sa∂v Dd-∏m-Wv.

ka-{K-amb ]≤-Xn-I-fn-eqsS \jvS-s∏´ {]uVn hos≠-SpØv tImgn

-ap-´bv°pw, tImgn Cd-®n°pw kzbw-]-cym-]vXX ssIh-cn®v tIc-f-Ønse

km[m-c -W-°m¿°v em` -I -c -amb kzbw sXmgn¬ Is≠-Øp-hm\pw

Bbn-c-°-W-°n\p tImSn-Iƒ tNm¿∂p t]mImsX tIc-f-Øns‚ kº-Zvhy-h-

ÿbv°p apX¬°q-´m-°p-hm\pw Bh-iy-amb ASn-ÿm\ kuI-cy-ßƒ

Ct∏mgpw tIc-f-Øn-ep-≠v.  arK-kw-c-£W hIp-∏ns‚ Iogn¬ sNß-∂q¿
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sk≥{S¬ lm®-dn-bpƒs∏sS anI-hp‰ ÿm]-\-ßƒ hf-sc-tb-sd-bp-≠v.  A

h-bpsS {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ \ho-I-cn®pw ]p\-kw-L-Sn -∏n®pw ]uƒ{Sn

tIm¿∏-td-js‚ {]h¿Ø-\-ta-Je th≠-hÆw ]p\x-cm-hn-jvI-cn®pw ASpØ

aq∂v h¿j-Øn-\Iw \Ωp°v tImgn Cd-®n-bnepw tImgn ap´-bnepw kzbw

]cym-]vXX t\Sp-hm≥ km[n-°pw.

amdnb Ime-L-´-Øn¬ ssPh ]®-°dn D¬∏m-Z-\-Øn¬ \ΩpsS

hnZym¿∞n-Iƒ amXrI Bb-Xp-t]mepw Xt±i kzbw-`-cW ÿm]-\-ßƒ

hgn hn]-W\km≤yX a\- n-em°n Hmtcm hm¿Up-I-fn-se-bpw, hm¿Uv

saº¿am-cp-sSbpw Iu¨kn-e¿am-cp-sSbpw kPoh kl-I-c-W-tØmsS

ap´-t°m-gn -I-sfbpw Cd-®n-t°m-gn -Ip-™p-ß-sfbpw hnX-cWw sNbvXv

‘]e-Xp-ffn -sh-ffw’ t]mse tIc-f-Ønse D]-t`m-‡m-°ƒ°v Bh-iy-amb

tImgn-ap-́ -Ifpw tImgn Cd-®nbpw \njv{]-bmkw D¬∏m-Zn-∏n-°p-hm≥ km[n°pw

CXn-te°v ka-{K-amb I¿Ω-]-≤-Xn-Iƒ Bhn-jvI-cn®v P\-]-¶m-fn-Ø-tØmSp

IqSn Du¿÷n-X -ambn \S -∏n -em -°p -hm≥ _‘-s∏´ hIp -∏p -Ifpw

P\-{]-Xn-\n-[n-Ifpw C\n-sbm´p Aam-¥n-°p-hm≥ ]mSn-√.  kl-I-c-W-

ta-J-e-bpsS kPo-h-amb CS-s]-Sepw tkh-\hpw Cu ]≤-Xn-I-fpsS hnP-b

-{]-Z-amb {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ°v A\n-hm-cy-am-Wv.

Iem-Iu-apZn
21 tabv, 2017
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Art of Defiance

The Art of Living Foundation is challenging the National Green Tribunal’s
authority to impose a fine on it for the irreparable damage its cultural

extravaganza caused on the Yamuna’s floodplains in 2016.

Purnima S. Tripathi

THE National Green Tribunal (NGT), the topmost body in the country responsible for

the expeditious disposal of cases relating to the environment, is battling a crisis of credibility as

it has come under attack from the Art of Living Foundation (AOL) founded by

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, who flaunts his proximity to the high and mighty in India and abroad.

In a display of cynicism unbecoming of a spiritual leader, Ravi Shankar has mocked the NGT

for slapping a fine on his organisation for causing irreparable damage to the river Yamuna-and

has said that instead of the AOL paying the fine, the,NGT should be fined for “giving a green

signal for holding the event”.

The AOL has been engaged in a slugfest with the NGT since March 11-13, 2016, when it

organised a three-day cultural extravaganza on the river’s floodplains, flouting environmental

norms (“Against all norms”, Frontline, April 1, 2016).   Although environmentalists had petitioned

the NGT to ban the event, the green court then refused to do so, saying the cultural programme

had become a ‘’fait accompli”.   However, it said the organisation would have to pay for the

repair and rehabilitation of the floodplains.  At that time the NGT imposed a fine of Rs.5 crore

on the organisation, saying the exact damage would be spelt out after an assessment by an

expert committee headed by the Secretary of the Water Resources Ministry.  The committee

submitted its report on April 12, 2017, slapping a fine of Rs.42 crore on the AOL, saying the

cultural event’ had not only damaged the flood- plains but totally ruined them.



15

“The ground is now totally levelled, compacted and hardened and is totally devoid of

waterbodies or depressions and almost completely devoid of any vegetation,” the committee

said. It further said that the damage would actually cost more than Rs.42 crore and would need

at least 10 years to fix. The committee recommended a time-bound action plan comprising two

components: physical and biological rehabilitation. The physical component is estimated to cost

around Rs.28.73 crore and the biological rehabilitation around Rs.13.29 crore.   The committee

said additional costs would be incurred in monitoring the rehabilitation by a team of experts for

10 years and as the cost of transportation of material outside the floodplains.

The 47-page report, which is available on the NGT website, estimates that approximately

300 acres (one acre is 0.4 hectare) of the flood-plains west of the Yamuna and about 120 acres

of the floodplains on the eastern side of the river have been adversely impacted ecologically.

SCANT REGARD

The AOL has not only ridiculed the committee’s report but gone as far as to describe the

committee as biased and acting with a vested interest. In an explanation put up on the AOL’s

website, Ravi Shankar castigated the NGT and said that it was a joke that he, the protector of so

any rivers (27) and ponds, was being penalised for damaging the Yamuua, which in any case is

battling a crisis of survival.

“If at all any fine has to be levied,  it should be levied on the Central and State governments

and the NGT itself for giving the permission. If the Yamuna was so fertile, fragile and pure, they

should have stopped World Culture Festival at the very beginning,” Ravi Shankar said in the

explanation.

He further said that the AOL had obtained all the necessary permissions for the event, including

that of the NGT. The statement said: “The application was pending before the NGT for two

months before the event. They could have stopped the event in the beginng if they wanted to. It

defies all principles of natural justice that you give permissions and slap a fine for not violating

any rules! This is like giving a ‘challan’ to someone on a green signal!”.
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“A historic program[me] deserving of applause and appreciation is unjustly projected as

a crime! Witnessed by 1.8 billion people all over the world and a massive turnout on the ground,

a floating stage of 7 acres without any foundation (a marvel in itself!), the event polluted neither

air, water nor land. The world over, cultural program[me]s are held on riverbanks. The whole

idea was to bring awareness to save the river. The Art of Living that has rejuvenated 27 rivers,

planted 71 million trees and revived several ponds is being projected for destroying a dead river.

What a joke!”

The website also features an article by the AOL’s legal team that rubbishes the expert

committee’s estimate of the damage, saying the same committee had earlier pegged the damage

at Rs.120 crore without any basis and then hastily withdrawn it when it found it difficult to

defend. Calling the committee “biased and irresponsible”, the legal team said it wanted the

committee to be reconstituted in the beginning itself, a plea which was not granted. Objecting to

the committee members giving statements, the legal team said on the website: “Then we wanted

to cross-examine the committee, but even that was not accepted”.  The organisation has also

posted satellite images from 2008 onwards from Google Earth to show that no damage was

done to the river.

DEFAMATION CASE

Taking a serious view of the verbal attack by Ravi Shankar, the NGT has slapped a

defamation case against him. Interestingly, the issue is turning out to be a test case for all institutions’

Central and State, that’ are entrusted with the task of protecting the environment and their level

of commitment to it.

A major sticking point is the fact that a mega event of such mind-boggling dimensions

was allowed to take place on the fragile river plain: over 35 lakh people from 155 countries,

including 35,973 artists from 24 countries, were to occupy a venue spread over 1,000 acres.

The event was graced by none other than the Prime Minister himself, with many Union Ministers

in tow. The seven- acre stage was 1,200 feet long (one foot is 0.3 metre), 200 feet wide and 40

feet high.
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The event held significance for the AOL as it was organised to commemorate its 35

years of existence. But the question remains as to what was the Central government’s compulsion

to bend over backwards to accommodate it on the river plain. Also baffling is the fact that the

government went out of its way to facilitate a private programme, ignoring environmental concerns

voiced by a huge section of activists and the media. In an unprecedented move, the government

even directed the Army to put in place two pontoon bridges to facilitate the movement of those

attending the event. Even the mandatory fire and security clearances were obtained only hours

before the programme began.

DDA’S PERMISSION

The Delhi Development Authority (DDA), which manages the Yamuna floodplains,

surprisingly asked no questions about the nature of the event proposed to be organised when the

AOL approached it for permission in December 2015. According to existing norms, no

construction activity, permanent or otherwise, can be allowed on the floodplains because it can

cause ecological damage to the fragile ecosystem of the river. Senior DDA officials told Frontline

then that they were completely taken for a ride by the spiritual guru because permission had been

sought only for a small “recreational activity”. The official said that the AOL  had not disclosed

the extent of the programme and they had no reason to believe that the programme would be so

huge.  “Since no permanent structures were to be raised, we did not object,” the official had said.

But what was more worrying was the reaction of the Central government once environmental

activists started raising questions and they approached the NGT.  The NGT constituted a

committee in February 2016 to look into the concerns. The committee, which comprised

environmental experts, professors of the Indian Institutes of Technology and government officials,

pointed out serious irregularities and recommended a fine of Rs.120 crore to be imposed on the

AOL. This estimate, however, was hastily withdrawn by the committee as it was based on only

a “cursory visual assessment” and was not substantiated by any scientific study.

TheAOL had maintained that its programme was not going to cause any damage to the river

and that it would, instead, help in rebuilding the river. The organisation had promised that only
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temporary structures with biodegradable materials that would not cause any harm to the river

would be used for the programme. The organisation had also promised that hundreds of bio-

toilets would be installed for the people congregating there so that the river did not get polluted.

In a detailed statement then, the AOL said: ‘We have used only ecofriendly material like

wood, mud, cloth, and scaffolding towards building a temporary stage for the purpose of holding

a three-day festival.” The statement noted that the AOL had worked towards restoration of

dying rivers in the country and that its volunteers had participated in the Meri Dilli Meri Yamuna

campaign in 2010. It claimed that when the site of the festival was identified in December 2015,

there was already massive dumping of construction debris on 25 acres ofland and this was

brought to the notice of the DDA.

“Only upon the grant of permission from the authorities/DDA in its letter dated December 21,

2015, the Art of Living started the process of removal/clearing of the said debris from December

22nd 2015 till date,” it said.

Stating that 650 bio-toilets were being installed to ensure that no waste was passed into

the Yamuna, the foundation said: ‘We have not cleared any greenery or levelled the area by

dumping any construction debris as alleged. The material used towards construction of the

temporary stage is not in any manner embedded in the riverbed.” Further it claimed that the

venue was at a safe distance from the riverbank, that the pontoon bridges were constructed with

permission from the authorities and that no parking area had been created on the floodplains.

The NGT, in what now appears to be an abject surrender, allowed the programme to go

ahead even as it criticised every single agency entrusted with the task of managing the environment,

but only after imposing a fine of Rs.5 crore on the AOL.  The AOL, displaying brazen disregard

for the NGT’s authority, refused to pay the fine, saying it had done no wrong. But when it was

pulled up by the NGT, it said that it was a charitable organisation and giving such a huge fine in

such a short time was not possible and asked for four weeks’ time to pay. The NGT finally

directed the AOL to pay Rs.251akh before the start of the programme and the rest in three

weeks’ time, which the organisation subsequently paid with great reluctance.
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What causes concern now is the fact that the AOL has mocked the authority of the NGT

itself, which can set a bad precedent if the organisation is allowed to get away with it. “Now it

has basically become a war of perception between the AOL and the NGT. Let us see who gets

to win,” said Vimlendu Jha, executive director of Swechha, a non-governmental organisation

that was one of the petitioners opposing the event.

AILING RIVER

The moot question remains as to why the organisation had to select the banks of the

Yamuna for the event. The area where the cultural festival was organised has been totally

converted into flattened, hardened land, and looks like a football ground; it is unlikely that any

vegetation will grow on this patch ever.

The Yamuna is anyway gasping for breath. The river starts its journey from Yamunotri

in the Himalayas as a healthy water body, which is considered sacred by millions of people

Some 375 km into its journey it enters the Wazirabad barrage in Delhi, where it starts to get

polluted. Along its 22 km- long journey in Delhi, it becomes the recipient of millions of tonnes

of solid waste, sewage, industrial waste, pesticides and fertilizers. The river has only 2 per cent

of its entire catchment area in Delhi, but over 80 per cent of the pollution occurs here.

Various studies have proved that the Yamuna has become a category E river, which

means that its water is not fit for drinking or bathing but is only fit for industrial cooling, irrigation,

and such purposes. According to an article by the geologist Anil Kumar Mishra in Journal of

Water Resource and Protection, published by Scientific Research, a healthy river should

have 5 rng/l of dissolved oxygen (DO), and a biological oxygen demand (BOD) level of 3 mg/

l, and the coliform content should not exceed 500 per 100 ml of water. In the Yamuna though,

DO is nil, BOD ranges much above the prescribed level, at 14 to 28 mg/l, and the coliform

level at certain points is as high as 50,000 per 100 ml of water. Solid waste generated by a

population of over 10 million people, most of which is untreated, gets dumped into the river

through 19 drains. In addition, 42 industrial units dump their toxic waste into the river (22 units

in Haryana and 17 units in Uttar Pradesh do the same).
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According to official estimates, Rs.l,500 crore has been spent in cleaning the river since

1993 but to no avail. The AOL’s claim that the programme was organised to rejuvenate the river

is unfounded.

Efforts to speak to AOL representatives were futile. NGT officials said they had put

everything they had to say on the issue on its website.

Frontline,

26 May, 2017.
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Illusions of a recovery

The growth in China and India is difficult to sustain
because of dependence on debt, and making these countries

the growth poles for the global economy, which the IMF forecasts
will grow at 3.5 per cent this year, is unwarranted.

.

C.P. Chandrasekhar

While policymakers, analysts and observers paint a picture of an ongoing global economic-

recovery,  the numbers seem to  drag, the optimists down. Barely days after the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Christine Lagarde declared at the Spring Meetings

of the World Bank and the 1M F that “Spring is in the air and spring is ill the economy as well“,

came bad news from the United States. The advanced economy that was being looked to as the

one that would pull the world system out of a decade-long period of sluggish growth performed

poorly in the first three months of 2017, growing at an annual rate of just 0.7 per cent. That

compares with an  annual rate of 2.1 per cent in the previous quarter, and rates of 0.8 per cent

and 2.0 per cent in the corresponding quarters of 20l6 and 20l5.

This rate or growth is disconcerting because the organisation for Economic Cooperation

and Development’s seasonally adjusted annual growth  rates elsewhere in the G7 are stagnant as

well-around 1.8 per cent quarter-on-quarter in Germany, 1.1 per cent in France, and 1 per cent

in Japan, with some signs of a pick-up in the fourth quarter of 2016 in the last of these. Across

the G7 as a whole, quarter-on-quarter growth has been below 1.5 per cent in four of the five

quarters ending the fourth quarter of 2016.

The poor performance in the U.S. is particularly distressing since it reflects the effect of

a significant slowdown in household spending, which recorded its lowest growth since 2009.

Personal consumption expenditure growth, at an annual rate of 0.3 per cent in the first quarter of

2017, was well below the previousquarter’s rate of 3.5 per cent and 1.6 and 2.4 per cent



22

respectively in the corresponding quarters of 2016 and 2015.

In the years following the 2008 crisis, sluggishness in consumer spending was seen as

inevitable. With household debt at extremely high levels and with inflated asset positions unwinding,

borrowing to finance consumer spending was on the decline. Combined with slow growth, that

was enough to dampen household spending on consumption, automobiles and much else. But

more recently, as a result of the revival of at least the capital markets, the potential for a return of

the “wealth effect” -in which persons feeling wealthier spend more-was a possibility.

According to figures from the Federal Reserve of St. Louis, the ratio of net worth to

household disposable income in the U.S., which had fallen from a peak of 649 per cent at the

end of 2006 to a low of 506 per cent at the end of the first quarter of 2009, had slowly, after

much volatility, recovered to around 635 per cent in the first quarter of  2016. This restoration of

relative wealth, largely influenced by financial asset price recovery, has not made much of a

difference to consumer spending because it has accrued largely to the rich and has not been

accompanied by a similar recovery in household earning capacity.

The revival in markets despite sluggishness in income growth does influence what

Financial Times (April 21, 2017) terms as “soft”, as opposed to hard, economic data. This

consists of survey data on perceptions among executives and individuals that point to considerable

business and consumer confidence. That “confidence” has in recent times been buoyed by

expectations that U.S. President Donald Trump would stick to his promise to not just cut taxes

but boost spending on infrastructure. Such expectations seem to have influenced the Federal

Reserve as well, which had decided to hand over the task of stimulating the economy and sustaining

the recovery to the Treasury and go back on its long-standing policy of keeping interest rates

near zero in the hope that it would encourage consumption and investment spending.

The problem is that the evidence of persisting low growth in the U.S. comes at a time when

the expectations of a shift from a monetary to a fiscal stimulus generated by Trump’s victory are

fading. While he promises to go ahead with his tax cut stimulus, he does not have a concrete plan

to ensure that this does not result in a substantial widening of the fiscal deficit. If that is unavoidable,
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then it is unlikely that Trump will win the support of the fiscal hawks in his own party. The result

would be obstacles to implementation. Meanwhile, there is no evidence yet of a significant step-

up in infrastructure spending, which is also likely to run up against a fiscal constraint that Trump

refuses to address with higher taxation on the top 1 or 5 per cent of the population.

EUROPE STILL IN CRISIS

These developments on one side of the Atlantic do not augur well for the world economy

because much of Europe is still in the throes of a crisis or vulnerable and the leading economy in

the region, Germany, is also slowing, as the figures quoted earlier suggest. Despite all this,

policymakers meeting in “Washington for the Spring Meetings chose to be upbeat. The IMF has

raised its forecast for global growth, placing it at a comfortable 3.5 per cent for this year. Former

IMF Chief Economist Olivier Blanchard reportedly declared: “ The  Strengthening of the recovery

is for real.” He was supported by Raghuram Rajan, formerly IMF’s Chief Economist and Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) Governor, who said: “What is different this time is that all the engines are

firing for the first time.” He characteristically clarified: “They are not firing very strongly. But they

are firing.”

CHINA, INDIA IN FAST LANE

The source of this optimism is a return to growth in China and India. China is reported to

have grown at an annual rate of 6.9 per cent in the first quarter, and India is projected to record

an even higher rate. Thus, these two economies are to serve as the drivers of global buoyancy.

This is not new for the contemporary global economy. When the 2008 crisis engulfed the world

economy, these were the countries that recorded recoveries within a short span of time triggered

by stimuli provided by the state. But, later, as the rest of the world remained mired in recession,

they too began to slow down. The notion of a two-speed global economy with these Asian giants

in the fast lane and the rest of the world spread across the slow lanes lost its validity.
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Yet, the argument now seems to be that the world system has returned to that scenario,

with the average speed even in the slow lanes a bit faster than earlier.

There are two problems with this understanding. First, the view that there has been

acceleration in the economies traversing the slow lanes has been questioned in the case of most

developed economies including the better-performing U.S., possibly with the exception of Japan.

Second, even in the case of China and India, there is much evidence to indicate that growth is

dependent on an unsustainable credit boom that makes them vulnerable and renders their growth

difficult to sustain.

The Indian banking sector, which since 2003 has expanded credit to the retail

sector (involving personal loans of various kind especially for housing and automobile purchases)

and to the corporate sector (including for infrastructure projects), is now burdened with

large volumes of stressed and non-performing assets that are in excess of 10 per cent of

outstanding advances. Sustaining credit provision has become difficult with attendant implications

for demand and growth.

RECORD HIGH CHINA DEBT

According to calculations by Financial Times (April 24, 2017): “China’s total debt

rose to a record 237 per cent of gross domestic product [GDP] in the first quarter, far above

emerging-market counterparts, raising the risk of a financial crisis or a prolonged slowdown in

growth.”

Between 2007 and now, the debt-GDP ratio has risen from 148 per cent to 237 per

cent, revealing how credit was crucial for China’s escape from the effects of the global crisis.

According to comparable data from the BIS, China’s debt-GDP ratio stands at 249 per

cent, compared with 248 per cent in the U.S. and 279 per cent in the eurozone. But that makes

the boom difficult to sustain, even as the global economy remains weak. Despite this debt build-

up, which calls for deleveraging every time there are signs of a slowdown, the only instrument in

the hands of the government seems to be expanding debt.
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The same Financial Times article asserts that fears of a hard landing had resulted in a

6.2 trillion-yuan increase in debt in the first three months of 2016, “the biggest three month surge

on record”.

This dependence on debt makes the boom in India and China difficult to sustain and

raises the possibility that when the downturn occurs in these countries, deleveraging will accelerate

the fall and make recovery difficult. So, making these countries the growth poles on which the

global economy can float is unwarranted, as is the optimism displayed in Washington this spring.

Frontline,

26 May, 2017.
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Code Red For Rookie Techies In Boom Town

50K job loss in the biggest ever in Indian IT Inc, but it could be
just the winds of change blowing right in.

 Arindam Mukherjee and Ajay Sukumaran

A 26-year-old software engineer who was recently asked to resign from a top oftware .

services firm is these days figuring out how the tech world around him has hanged. He’s still

smarting from the loss of his job, which he joined less than a year ago, and feels it was unfair as

he only got to work on a project for about four months. Apparently, he had been placed in the

lowest rating, moved to ‘non-billable’ and then, in April, was given the choice of taking four

months’ salary to quit immediately or serve out a notice period.

Elsewhere in Bangalore, an experienced hand at a software services firm recounts how

his project supervisor gradually stopped talking to him and the mental pressure started building

up. “If you are working for 11 years and your performance was fine, it suddenly can’t go wrong

in a day,” he says. “The ratings were fine for the past quarters. Slowly they created an environment

where I was not able to work,”  During appraisals, he was told his performance was not good.

It’s a story he has heard from others too. He is now looking for a new job.

In the past few weeks, the beleaguered IT industry has been getting some undue attention-

not because of big client acquisitions or its growth rates, but because of mass layoffs in the sector

often touted as a harbinger of job-creation in India. According to media reports, the top seven IT

firms will layoff over 50,000 of their employees-significantly more than the number last year.

Cognizant, Wipro, Infosys and Tech Mahindra are learnt to be reducing their staff. For the first

time ever, Cognizant has reportedly launched a voluntary separation scheme for its senior

employees.

There’s a fair bit of anguish among India’s IT services employees this appraisal season

and the dream job that transformed most of India’s middle-class families for the past two decades
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has changed in many ways. Companies deny they are laying off people, but there’s certainly a

churn that probably didn’t seem so amplified even during the 2008 recession.

The IT sector has indeed been going through tough times with growth rates plummeting

and most of the top companies taking a hit on their bottom lines in the last two quarters. In fact,

the guidance given by leading companies like Infosys points mostly towards single-digit growth in

the coming year-a far cry from the robust double-digit growth the sector is used to achieving.

Looking at the bleak prospects, industry association Nasscom is yet to give a growth projection

for the current year. The $150 billion IT industry is expected to record an estimated six to eight

per cent growth in the current year, while it may be as low as four per cent for some top firrns.

The current spate of  layoffs may be a result  of this downturn, which is mostly due to a

change in the work model that confronts IT companies as the world moves on to digital

technologies. The sector was ill prepared for it .  Recruitment has come down noticeably. Known

to be the larger employer in Indian industry, the IT sector used to hire around three lakh people

every year four years ago. Now it recruits just 1.5 lakh people annually. Earlier, the rate of

growth in the sector matched the rate of growth in recruitment, but now, while the industry is

growing at around 7.6 per cent, headcount is growing by just 5 per cent. “The linearity between

revenue growth and manpower growth has disappeared:” says BVR. Mohan Reddy, founder

and executive chairman of Cyient. “Automation, cloud and disruptive technologies have brought

down manpower requirement significantly.”

Industry watchers will tell you that the writing on the wall was clear even a couple of

years ago, on account of several factors. “In the recessionary period, the whole market was

down. That is not the case today. Financial services companies, manufacturing and some high-

tech verticals are actually spending money,” says Sudin Apte, CEO and research director at

Offshore Insights. “It’s the first time there is a mismatch between what clients are looking for and

what Indian IT has to offer. That gap is widening.” Acknowledging it is difficult for these companies-

with lakhs of employees on their rolls-to navigate the scenario, especially when a lot of custom

development work they used to do is now being offered by newer rivals on a pay-per- use basis,
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he says, “That’s the challenge. What was historically a service business has shifted to cloud or

SaaS (Software as a Service) business.”

At the moment though, most of the IT companies in India, including Infosys, Wipro and

IBM, are clearly in denial. They say there have been no layoffs in their companies and the

downsizing of their staff is not drastically different from what they did in previous years. Nasscom

is also trying to play down the phenomenon. Some analysts also feel that the layoffs issue is

getting exaggerated. They argue that while the industry’s total workforce is 4 million, even if

50.000 people were laid off, it would amount to less than two per cent of the workforce.

In a statement issued earlier this month, Nasscom said, “The industry continues to be

a net hirer with over 1.5 lakh people being employed on a net basis each year, though the focus

is shifting from scale to skill. In fact, talent and skills are the key building blocks for the industry,

which is intensifying investment in skilling/re-skilling its workforce to strengthen its foundation

on a continuous basis.  Additionally, workforce realignment linked to performance appraisal

processes is a regular feature every year. Skilling and ‘workforce realignment are essential to

remain competitive in international markets.”

Experts, however, feel that the layoffs are a reality in the IT sector and are happening

because there is a significant change in the business models and the delivery model of the firms’

clients. “The Indian IT industry is going in for a major transformation;’ says Raja Lahiri, partner

at Grant Thornton India. “There is a significant amount of big data, cloud and analytics, which is

changing the delivery model to clients. In my view, this would bring in more change as we move

forward. The quantum and skills of people required to deliver solutions to clients would, therefore,

be different from the past and this would impact manpower deployment in terms of quantum as

well as type of skills.”

Further, the rise of artificial intelligence (AI) and robotics will also change the manpower

deployment and skills required. Moreover, the H1B issue in the US along with the changes in the

IT industry delivery models would mean changes in manpower deployment strategy (in terms of

quantum and skill sets) for Indian IT players.
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Jaideep Mehta, managing director (South Asia) of IDC, feels that the foundational reason

for the current development is the industrialisation of the IT sector. The industry has moved from

being a cottage industry to the level of a mature industry. “Now a lot of things are consumed

readymade. Cloud is a key manifestation of this phenomenon. For many companies, instead of

setting up fresh infrastructure, they can now rent it on the cloud. Many software, for example,

accounting systems, have also changed from bespoke systems with companies to packaged

software,” he says. This is reshaping the way IT is consumed, forcing dramatic business model

transformation. For example, in digital projects, it is about small teams working onsite on projects.

When you add automation technologies, the IT industry would need significantly lower number

of people for the same task.

The new systems are also becoming people-savvy and demanding increased skill levels

from workers. “This is around lean processes and automation, which is making workforces more

productive and reducing manpower requirement,” says Arvind Thakur, CEO of NIIT Tech.

“Automation is changing job roles in all industries, not just IT. It will lead to more jobs in the long

run. But those would be different kind of jobs.”

That’s true. Take the case of a Bangalore-based employee at an IT firm, whose team

would earlier resolve some 10,000 events-for example, database not working or a server glitch-

but over the past year, since automation kicked in, they have needed to handle only about a third

of that because of intelligent systems.

There are more problems for IT companies. According to a paper by Ambit Capital,

Indian IT firms are facing margin headwinds from US protectionism, strong INR and persistent

pricing pressure. As employee cost-the wage bills-is the single-largest cost for Indian IT

companies, this has borne the brunt of the cost-cutting pressure. “In 2017, we are hitting a

perfect storm”, says Shantanu Paul, co-founder and CEO, Talent sprint. “Indian industry has

woken up to the fact that growth is not going to happen. So they cut manpower to cut costs.

About 60 per cent of the cost of the IT industry is from wage bills. The bloodbath has just begun

and will get tougher as we go forward.”
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Last week, a handful of Cognizant employees, banding together with the Forum for IT

Employees (FITE), approached labour department officials in Hyderabad with a petition about

terminations that they said were illegal. “They are calling it voluntary attrition. But it is not voluntary,

right? Those people were forced to resign,” says a FITE member from Bangalore. Back in

2014, the forum made news when it rallied together employees from TCS in a similar situation.

“Cognizant has not carried out any layoffs,” says a spokesman for the US-headquartered

firm, adding that the performance review each year results in changes, including some employees

transitioning out of the company. “Any actions as the result of this process are performance

based and generally consistent with those we have made. in previous years. We continue to hire

and invest in critical skills to support our evolving digital capabilities. In the March 2017 quarter,

we hired thousands of professionals-top talent from campuses as well as from the lateral market.

We are continuing to enhance our capabilities for roles across all our practice areas and expanding

facilities globally. We retrained and re-skilled tens of thousands of employees in 2016, and we

expect to have about 100,000 employees retrained by the end of this year in the most specialised

areas of digital.”

A spokesman for Infosys says much the same thing. “There are no layoffs at Infosys.

The separations taking place are related to performance,” he says, adding that the firm carries

out a bi-annual assessment of performance. “As part of this regular process, performance

assessments are done with reference to the goals individuals have on business objectives and

other strategic priorities for the company. A continued low feedback on performance could

lead to certain performance-based actions, including separation of an individual, and this is

done only after feedback.”

Wipro also said it undertakes a rigorous process of performance appraisal on a regular

basis, which is done to align its workforce with the business objectives, strategic priorities and

requirements of clients. This performance-evaluation process triggers a series of actions like

mentoring, retraining and upskilling. The performance appraisal may also lead to some employees

being asked to leave-what the Infosys spokesperson referred to as “separation of individuals”.
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“With the IT industry undergoing a transformation, rationalisation of workforce was

expected,” says D.D. Mishra, research director at Gartner. “Many Indian IT companies have

increased their share of digital business revenue and are shifting from traditional to more non-

linear modes of operation. The regulatory changes in the US and elsewhere are catalysts for

some of these changes. IT companies will now have to change their gears.”

The next two to three years are going to be quite challenging for the industry and

downsizing is likely to become the norm across the sector. Mehta feels layoffs are inevitable, but

it is only the start of the journey and will accelerate as we go through the quarters. Companies

are finally recognising the need to transform themselves and get   re-skilled to face the challenges

from automation, cloud and artificial intelligence. If  they don’t, they will lose relevance in as

quickly as three to five years.

Outlook,

29 May, 2017.
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BOOK REVIEW

The Colours of Kashmir

(A review of the book “Alluring Kashmir The Inner Spirit “ by
Irfan Nabi & Nilosree Biswas)

A Pictorial tribute to the beauty and culture of the Valley.
Shujaat Bukhari

The celebrated French photographer Henri Cartier- Bresson had set a benchmark for

photographing Kashmir. His realistic and captivating black-and-white pictures of Kashmir taken

in the 1940s are considered the best ever to depict its beauty and culture. His most memorable

images of Srinagar are the ones that capture burqa-clad Muslim women standing on the slopes of

Hari Parbat as they pray facing the Hazratbal shrine and women offering Friday prayers at the

Mahdum Shah Ziarat mosque.

In this age of digital and click-and-post smartphone photography, which seem to lack

creative potential, recording a decisive moment in a way that will leave a lasting impression on the

viewer is a real challenge, especially when the subject is the picturesque Kashmir. A photographer

with a passion for the medium can make the difference. And if the pictures are accompanied by

“human stories”, they make for a pictorial travelogue.

In Alluring Kashmir: The Inner Spirit, Irfan Nabi and Nilosree Biswas, explore the

concept of ‘’beautiful Kashmir” and its visual and emotional appeal by rightfully opening their

work with the story of almond blossoms (which, along with the Himalayan bulbul, features on the

cover) and the Badamwari, a spring festival celebrating the blossoming of almonds).

Nabi, who hails from Kashmir, is an acclaimed photographer, and Nilosree Biswas from

Mumbai is a film-maker who divides her time between producing photo books and developing

screenplays. Their collaboration has been this perfect tribute to the inner spirit of Kashmir.

The 342-page coffee table book is printed on glossy paper, which has enhanced the
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quality of the photographs. It is very thoughtful of the publisher to have placed a leaf of chinar, the

tree with its myriad autumn colours, which epitomises the subtle beauty of the hills, at the start of

the captions that accompany the pictures. What makes the book different from other coffee-

table books is the way the authors have woven the narrative around the pictures, beginning with

locations and landscapes, moving on to architecture, places of worship, and finally to the art and

craft of Kashmir, presenting a kaleidoscopic view of the Valley.

While the older generation was familiar with the exotic locales of Kashmir thanks to

Indian cinema, particularly Bollywood films, in the past two decades, the world outside the Valley

has only been exposed to pictures that reflect its political turmoil. The books written in this period

focus more on the history, politics and the competitive narratives that have dominated the place

than on its splendour. While the real picture of the daily routine of violence and human rights

violations cannot be ignored, what Kashmir offers other than images of violence has been

completely ignored or left to be told by government agencies.

Of  late, documentaries based on official narratives or the ones the State Tourism

Department dishes out to promote tourism have been the only representations of the culture, art

and ethos that Kashmir has been proud of for centuries. The government’s twisted narrative

becomes the hallmark  of a place ridden with conflict.

AlluringKashmir is refreshingly beautiful, providing a perfect package of eye-catching

images, and heart-warming narration on the lives of Kashmiris, such as the daily grind of vegetable

farmers who open their market on the Dal Lake around 4:30 a.m.

The religious and spiritual diversity of the land is brought out in the description of places

such as Awantipora temple, Hari Parbat Fort, the Mughal gardens, Sugandhesha temple,

Parihaspora, the Tomb of Zain-ul-Abidin’s mother, the mosque of Akhund Mulla Shah, the

Hazratbal shrine, Ziarat Charar-e-Sharif, Dastgeer Sahib, churches, Gurudwara Shri Chatti

Padshahi, Hazrat  Makhdoom Sahib, Shah-Hamdan Sahib,  Kheer Bhawani temple,

Shankaracharya temple and Sharika Devi temple.

Describing Kashmir as a magic land, the authors brilliantly focus on the meadows of
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Dhoodpathri (rivalled only by Gulmarg and Pahalgam), the cultural diversity of the land, its food,

the spoken language, dialect and the famous Kashmiri silk carpet weaving.

In her introduction, Nilosree Biswas says that the book is the outcome of her “intense

passion and love for Kashmir”.  “Kashmir is the trinket box that I treasure, in which my experiences

are stored like jewellery. Each time that I collect one, my collection grows and I know that I have

any more to gather,” she writes.

Nabi says the book “is a compilation of a narrative of Kashmir interweaving images and text

in an attempt to take the reader on a journey of Kashmir, portrayed not only as a beautiful

destination but also providing and engaging insight and understanding of the local culture, the

people and the travellers to the Valley”.

The book was released at the World Book Fair in  New Delhi in January  2017.

Frontline,

26 May, 2017.
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RESUME OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED DURING THE 12TH

SESSION OF THE 7TH MIZORAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The first session for the year 2017 commenced at Assembly House, Aizwal on 14th

March, 2017 and was prorogued on 31st March, 2017.  During the session, the House sat for 13

days and transacted business for a period of approximately 59:21 hrs.

Governors Address :

This session being the first session of the year 2017, His Excellency the Governor of

Mizoram, Lt. Gen.Nirbhay Sharma PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, VSM(Retd.) addressed  the House

on 14.03.2017.  In Pursuance of Art. 174 of the Constitution of India, Shri. Lalrobiaka MLA

proposed the Motion of Thanks on the Governors Address which was seconded by Shri John

Siamkunga, MLA.  The Motion of Thanks was discussed on 15th March 2017 and was adopted.

Obituary :

On 15th March 2017 Pu Lal Thanhawla, Hon’ble Chief Minister and House Leader

made an obituary reference on the demise of Pu Zosiama Pachuau Ex-Minister Pu C. Lalruata,

former member of Mizoram Legislative Assembly and Smt.J. Jayalalitha, Chief Minister of Tamil

Nadu for six terms and former member of Rajya Sabha. Pu K.Sangthuama, Pu Lalthanliana,

Pu P.C Zoram Sangliana and Pu R.L. Pianmawia also joined the references.

Members stood in silence for a minute as a mark of respect to the departed souls.

Panel of Chairmen :

In pursuance of rule 10(1) of the Rules of Procedure & Conduct of Business in Mizoram

Legislative Assembly, the Speaker announced Panel of Chairmen as follows :

(1) Pu Nihar Kanti Chakma

(2) Pu T.Sankunga

(3) Pu Lalruatkima

(4) Er. Lalrinawma
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Financial Business :

On March 16, 2017 Shri Lalsawata, Finance Minister presented to the House the

Annual Budget for the year 2017 - 2018 with allied papers and Supplementary Demands for

Grants for the year 2016-2017.

The general discussion on the Budget was held on 20th & 21st March, 2017.

The supplementary demands for grants for the year 2016-2017 was passed on 20th

March, 2017 and concerned Appropriation (No.1) Bill was also passed on the same day.

Demands for grants for the financial year 2017-2018 was discussed for 6 days and

all  the demands including concerned Appropriation (No.2) Bill were passed by voice vote.

Questions :

During this Session, 197 starred questions were listed for oral answer, 89 questions

were answered orally; written replies to the remaining Starred Questions along with 224 Unstarred

Questions were laid on the Table of the House.

Legislative Business :

During the session,  the following Bills were introduced, considered and passed by

the House :

1) The Mizoram (Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement)

(Amendment) Bill, 2017-Assembly Bill No.40 of 2017.

2) The Mizoram (Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement)

(Amendment) Bill, 2017-Assembly Bill No.41 of 2017.

3) The Mizoram Street Vendor (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of

Street Vending) (Repeal) Bill, 2017- Assembly Bill No. 44 of 2017.

Private Member Resolutions :

During this Session, 75 notices of Private Member Resolutions were received and

accepted.  Out of these only one resolutions was passed as follows :

“Mizoram State in All India Services (IAS,IPS,IFS) separate cadre a neih ve ngei
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theih nan theihtawp chhuah ni rawh se”.

Presentation of Reports :

During the Session 20 Reports were presented to the House

Laying of Papers :

During this Session, 30 Rules, Regulations, Accounts, Reports and Notifications

were laid on the Table of  the House.

Conclusion :

On the last day of the session, the Hon’ble Speaker highlighted a brief summary of

the business transacted during the 12th Session and he expressed gratitude to all Members.  He

also thanked all Officers and Staff of Assembly Secretariat, Officers of different departments for

their co-operation during the session.

         The 12th Session of the  7th Legislative Assembly Adjourned sine die on 30th March, 2017.


