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Prevention of Diseases through Primary Health Centres
A Glimpse on
Urban and Rural Areas in Kerala
Suby Elizabeth Oommen

The Primary Health Centres are the basic structural and functional unit of
the public health services established to provide accessible, affordable and available
primary health care to people. Primary Health Centres (PHC) are also the first
contact point between the rural community and the doctors who are called
Medical Officer (MO). The health Centres provides medical care services to the
patients. Apart from the medical care services, it also provides services to the
society in the form of preventing diseases and promoting health care to the rural
population in the community. The study focus on the services PHCs provide to
the community in preventing diseases and how far the households in urban, rural
and remote rural are benefited by the services provided by the, PHCs.
Objectives

The study focus on the assessment of services PHCs provide to the
community in presenting diseases and how for the households in urban,
rural and remote rural areas are benefited by PHC services.
Methodology

The study is based on a primary survey conducted among the households

in the Primary Health Centres of Kerala. Relevant information were collected
from a sample of 375 households selected randomly from the three areas
which includes Urban, Rural and Remote rural area. Remote rural area includes
the Hilly and tribal areas of Kerala. The survey was conducted using a structured
interview schedule. Simple statistical tools like Chi-Square test, average and
percentage were used for data analysis.
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Role of Health Workers

Preventing & controlling diseases are the core public health functions
that protect our community and reduce the potential for illness and death among
people of all ages. In the PHCs, the preventive services are administered by
medical officers who is overall charge of the centres. The Health Inspector
and Junior Health Inspector, supervises the Primary health centre to which
they are attached. Health Inspectors supervises and coordinates the work of
lady health inspectors and lady health workers, renders necessary administrative
assistance to Medical Officers, they are in charge of organizing and implementing
the immunization programme of school children as a part of school health.

Health inspector (M) carry out concurrent and consecutive supervisory
house visit in the area of health Worker, keep vigilance to detect outbreak of
communicable disease like cholera, Gastroenteritis, malaria etc, gives radical
treatment for positive malaria cases, supervises spraying of insecticides, helping
community for activities for improving environmental sanitation, conducting
inspections of places of dangerous offensive traders including eating and drinking
places where food items are prepared and supervises chlorination of water sources.
If they come to know about any patient suffering from water, vector or air borne
diseases in their areas, they immediately try to prevent further spreading of diseases
by arranging fever survey, fogging the area within 24 hours and conducting source
reduction. Apart from these, they also identifies the source of household water,
collect blood samples, food samples, stool samples etc
A Glimpse on Urban-Rural Areas
Health awareness, sanitation and hygiene, Safe water and vaccination are
important tools in the prevention and control of disease. Long-term,
comprehensive disease control and prevention requires safe, clean and adequate
water and sanitation infrastructure and sustainable hygiene practices in addition
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to vaccination programmes; these must exist alongside many other critical
factors including disease surveillance and strong health systems that reach
everyone. Along with all health institutions, PHCs are playing a major part in
the preventing diseases through organizing health awareness camps in the areas
of urban PHCs, rural PHCs and even the remote rural PHCs.
Health Awareness Camps

Health promotion and disease prevention are a major emerging theme in
health care generally.

As a part of preventive services, the PHCs organize health awareness camps
and classes on the various health topics. The health workers during their visit
to households make them aware of the need to attend these health awareness
classes and camps. The Table-1 shows the number of households who have
attended, not attended and not aware about the classes.

Table-1 describes the relationship between the participation of households
in health awareness classes and the three geographical areas. The table shows
that only 22.1 percent attended these health awareness classes and around
25.3 percent were not aware of the classes conducted by the PHC. Among the
total, only 9.3 percent of urban households attended and 26.5 percent from
remote rural attended the camps organised by the PHCs. This highlights the
fact that health awareness classes are not effectively conducted especially in
urban area. The Chi-square value 62.7 at .01 level of significance with degree
of freedom 4 is greater than the table value. That is, the test shows that the
existing situation of households participation in the health awareness classes
and the area of households are significantly associated.

Distribution of Sanitation Kits

Polluted air causes respiratory diseases, unclean water and lacking

sanitation causes diarrhoea, poorly managed water bodies cause vector diseases
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such as malaria, poorly designed streets, cities and buildings cause injuries -
and these are just a few examples. Altogether more than 80% of all major
diseases and injuries are impacted by factors in our environment. More than
3.5 million deaths each year are from respiratory infections, diarrhoeal diseases
and malaria alone. Therefore the need to keep the environment clean is a need
of the community.

PHC workers usually visit the households for providing health awareness
about sanitation which is an important factor that help to prevent diseases. The
households are made aware about the need of keeping their houses and
surroundings clean. They also provide sanitation kits and scrutinize whether
the sanitation kits are effectively used by the households. The table 2 depicts
the households who have used, not used and those not yet received the sanitation
kit by the health workers or from the PHCs directly.

Table-2 presents the respondent households using sanitation Kits in the
different areas. Though 49.6 percent used the kit received from PHC, 18.9
percent have not yet used it. This points out that, the health workers during
their visits could not make sure that the sanitation kits received are utilised
properly to prevent any water borne and vector borne diseases. It was found
that 31.5 percent of households did not get the kit. The percentage is seen
greater in the urban area. The Chi-square value 36.3 at .01 level of significance
with degree of freedom 4 is greater than the table value. The test showed that
the existing situation of households regarding the usage of sanitation kit and
the area of households are significantly associated.

Chlorination and Sources Reduction

The incidence of water-borne diseases and disease outbreaks would be

correlated to the gaps in safe drinking water and sanitation at the local level.
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Table -1 — Participation of Households in Health Awareness Classes

Number of Households

Area Attended Did not attend  Not aware of Total
Urban 7(9.3) 35(46.7) 33(44.0) 75(100)
Rural 37(24.2) 107(69.9) 9(5.9) 153(100)
Remote Rural 39(26.5) 55(37.4) 53(36.1) 147(100)
Total 83(22.1) 197(52.5) 95(25.3) 375(100)

Source : Primary Data (Sample Survey, 2015-16)
Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentages, Chi square value=62.7, df=4, P-
value<01

Table -2 — Use of Sanitation Kit by the households

Areas Number of Households Total
Used the kit Don’t Use Don’t Get
Urban 19(25.3) 19(25.3) 37(49.3) 75(100)
Rural 100(65.4) 25(16.3) 28(18.3) 153(100)
Remote Rural 67(45.6) 27(18.4) 53(36.1) 147(100)
Total 186(49.6) 71(18.9) 118(31.5) 375(100)

Source : Primary Data (Sample Survey, 2015-16)
Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentages, Chi square value=36.3, df=4, P-
value<01

Table -3 — Households who received Chlorination and Source
Reduction within Six Months of the Survey

Number of households Total
Areas Received Don’t received
Urban 17(22.7) 58(77.3) 75(100)
Rural 88(57.5) 65(42.5) 153(100)
Remote Rural 69(46.9) 78(53.1) 147(100)
Total 174(46.4) 201(53.6) 375(100)
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Table —4 — Households taken Immunisation

Areas Taken Number of households Total
immunisation Not taken immunisation

Urban 72(96.0) 3(4.0) 75(100)
Rural 115(75.2) 38(24.8) 153(100)
Remote Rural 136(93.2) 11(6.8) 147(100)
Total 323(86.4) 52(13.6) 375(100)

Source : Primary Data (Sample Survey, 2015-16)
Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentages, Chi square value=27.92, df=2, P-value<01

Table -5 — Households availed of immunisation from Different Health Institutions

Areas PHC Health Institution Other Others Total
Private clinics Government
hospital
Urban 37(51.4) 30(41.7) 5(6.9) 0.(0) 72(100)
Rural 96(83.5) 7(6.1) 8(7.0) 4(3.5) 115(100)
Remote Rural 62(45.6) 28(20.6) 32(23.5) 14(10.3) 136(100)
Total 195(60.4) 65(20.1) 45(13.9) 18(5.6) 323(100)

Source : Primary Data (Sample Survey, 2015-16)
Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentages, Chi square value=69.8, df=6, P-value<01

The need to provide safe drinking water is a challenge of the community.
The health workers have a role in chlorinating the wells of their community and
finding out the sources of diseases.

PHC workers make the households aware about the need of chlorinating
their wells. They used to chlorinate the wells and find out the sources of any
vector or water borne diseases if any that could spread in the community and
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try to reduce it which is called Source Reduction. The table 3 explains the
number of households who received and not yet received these services.

Table-3 illustrates the relationship with the situation of households who
have chlorinated their wells and benefited from source reduction during the last
six months in the different geographical areas. It is reported that 46.4 percent of
the households have chlorinated water sources and done source reduction within
the last six months of the survey. The number is more in rural areas. The Chi
square value 24.6 at .01 level of significance with degree of freedom two is
greater than the table value. That is, the test shows that the existing situation of
households chlorinating wells and doing source reduction during the last six
months and the area of households are significantly associated. Along with the
above services, an important preventive service of PHC is promoting awareness
about immunisation and providing immunization services where needed.
Immunization

UNICEF considers immunization to be a basic right for all women and
children, as vaccines can prevent both disease and poverty. According to UNICEF,
vaccines generally save up to 3 million lives annually, yetabout 1.5 million children
lose their lives each year to diseases that immunizations could prevent.

Vaccines aren’t readily available everywhere, but UNICEF strives to
provide them to the communities that need them most. Through its Immunization
Programme, the organization partners with NGOs and government agencies
to vaccinate children in both remote and easy-to- reach locations, lower the
price of key vaccines, invest in new health technology, and eradicate debilitating
diseases. Immunization is a highly cost effective method in improving survival
of children in developing countries. Every year all over the world, a projected
27 million children and 40 million pregnant women do not obtain the basic
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package of immunizations (as defined by WHO and UNICEF) and two to
three million people die of diseases that can be prevented with vaccines. Kerala
has achieved 100 percent immunization. It is very essential to maintain this rate
and immunize the children regularly.

The table depicts that about 86.4 percent of the households have taken
Immunization. In remote rural area 93.2 percent and in rural area 75.2 percent
are immunized. Altogether, 13.6 percent are left without immunization. They
are mostly those households living in rural colonies. PHC has also played a
role in promoting immunization services to the community.

Table-5 displays the existing situation of households availing immunization
from different health institutions. Around 60.4 percent of the households have
utilised PHCs for immunization. This is an achievement of the PHCs. The health
workers are very keen in visiting the houses whenever it needs immunization
services. As per the response of the health workers are active in providing and
promoting awareness on immunization to the households who have children
under the age of 10. Through our survey, it was heartening to observe that the
staff visits the houses of children and also provide immunization services to
those who are not yet immunized from any health institutions.

The Chi square value 69.8 and the test is significant at .01 level of
significance. That is, the test shows that the existing situation of users of PHCs
for immunization and the area of households have a significant association. As
Immunisation is a major preventive service in our community, all health
Institutions are playing their part very well.

Concluding Observations

The study points out that the PHCs plays an effective role in preventing
diseases but still there are gaps to be filled. The analysis shows that the preventive
services of PHCs are better seen in rural and remote rural areas than in the
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urban areas It is a challenging task of the health workers to properly chlorinated
their wells while they visit the households, make sure that the surrounding are
kept hygienic and no garbage is piled up. If this is properly and systematically
worked out, it would produce better results in preventing of diseases spreading
in the areas. When diseases are prevented; there will be better health in the
community, which leads to human resource development which in turn improves
the productive capacity of the community. This can also reduce expenses of
the people for health care and can create a healthy community.

Southern Economist,
15 August 2019.
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Blow to federalism
M Sridhar Acharyulu

Rajasthan is the state where the idea of right to information evolved and
revolutionised India’s governance in the form of Right to Information (RTI)
Act, 2005. Now, after the passage of the Right to Information (Amendment)
Bill, 2019, Rajasthan is also the state that has to withhold selection of its state
information commissioners, even after having issued the notification, because
the Centre is yet to prescribe their status; salary and term. The status of
information commissioners under the RTI Act, 2005, and according to the
Constitution of India, will be totally denied with this amendment, which is
designed to encroach upon the states’ power to implement this right within
their territory.

Citizens had asked President Ram Nath Kovind, through post
cards,.emails, online petitions and twitter postings, to return and reject the
amendment when it reached the Rashtrapati Bhavan for assent (see ‘Seeking
information’). But this was not to be. The amendment cannot stand scrutiny
because it violates Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, of which the right to in-
formation remains an integral part. The gist of the amendments is: a) the “five
year fixed term or up to age of 65 years whichever is earlier” is removed; b)
the status, term and salary of the chief information commissioner, which are
now equal to that of the chief election commissioner, will be reduced; and, c)
it is contemplated to give powers to the Centre to prescribe the term, salary
and status of the information commissioners both at the Centre and the states
from time to time.

It may be recalled that the RTI Bill, 2004, had a strange provision of
appointing deputy commissioners, who would function as per “the direction
of the Central Government”. The Parliamentary Standing Committee had then
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rightly recommended its deletion because it would have made every information
commissioner a clerk in the administration. Finally when the Bill was passed,
this sub-clause was replaced with: “....may exercise all such powers and do all
such acts and things which may be exercised or done by the Central Information
Commission autonomously without being subjected to directions by any other
authority under this Act”.

Through the amendment, the Centre seeks control of the rule making
power of the states to determine salaries, allowances and tenure of state
information commissioners. The statement by the Union Minister of State for
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions that the power of framing rules
with respect to information commissions does not fall under the purview of
either the Union or the State or the Concurrent lists, is factually incorrect.
Section 27 of the RTI Act vests the power to frame RTI rules with the state
governments also. As the State Information Commissions
(SICS) are constituted and populated by the state governments by virtue of
Section 15 of the RTI Act, they make RTI rules relating to fees and other
matters listed in Section 27 for the SICS also. It is not proper to take over the
power which was vested with state governments by the Constitutional scheme
of distribution of power and also as per the RTI Act, 2005.

Sections 15-18 of the RT1 Act, 2005, which provide for the establishment
and constitution of the SCIS and the removal of information commissioners,
are the main source of its federal nature. Recognising this legal position, the
RTI Act vests the rule-making power in the heads of all the three organs of the
State as “competent authorities”. Thus the rules that the Centre makes are
applicable only to the executive branch of the government, the Union Territories
and such other bodies. The speakers of the Lok Sabha and the Vidhan Sabhas,
the chairperson of the Rajya Sabha and the Legislative Councils, the chief
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justice of India and the chief justices of the respective high courts are vested
with the power to make rules to implement their RT1 Act within their jurisdiction.
The Centre’s RTI rules do not have automatic applicability to them. This is
the scheme provided for in Sections 2(1)(a) and 2(1)(e), which define the
terms “appropriate government” and “competent authority”, respectively read
with Sections 27 and 28 of the RTI Act, which vest the rule-making power in
such bodies. The amendment obliterates this harmonious scheme.

It also creates two sets of laws applicable to salaries paid in SICS one
made by the states for staff of the commissions under Section 27(2) of the
RTI Act, and the other which the Centre hopes to make for the state information
commissioners. Further, the salaries of information commissioners in the states
are paid out of the Consolidated Fund of the state concerned, over which the
Centre has no control. The amendment thus tries to wrest control over the
states’ financial and executive powers.

DOWN TO EARTH,
16-31 August 2019.
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RESUME OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED
DURING THE FIRST SESSION OF THE 17™ LOK SABHA

The First Session of the Seventeenth Lok Sabha commenced on 17%
June 2019 and concluded on 6 August 2019. In all, the House held 37 sittings
spread lover 280 hours. The House sat 71 hours extra to transact important
financial, legislative and other business during the period. The First Session
has been the most productive ever in the history of the Lok Sabha in terms of
number of legislations passed, utilization of the time of the House and providing
ample opportunity to first time Members to speak in the House.

Following the General Elections, the Sixteenth Lok Sabha was dissolved
by the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind on 25 May 2019 and the
Seventeenth Lok Sabha was constituted on the same day. A quick glance at
the membership shows that the present Lok Sabha has as many as 265 members
elected for the first time, which means almost half of the total membership of
the House are new members. There has been an increase in the number of
women members also. The present Lok Sabha has 78 women members,
compared to 62 women members in the previous Lok Sabha. This is the
highest ever representation of women in the Lok Sabha. Significantly, out of
these 78 women members, 46 are first-time elected members.
Arrangements by Lok Sabha Secretariat for New Members

The Lok Sabha Secretariat had made elaborate arrangements for the
newly elected members arriving in Delhi from all parts of the country. For
ensuring smooth and hassle free facilitation for all newly elected Members,
Secretariat was engaged in detailed preparations from March, 2019 itself. Guide
posts were set up from 23 May to 28 May 2019 at the major Railway Stations
and at the Indira Gandhi International Airport Terminal to receive and lead the
newly elected members to the Parliament House.
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In addition, special arrangements were made in the Parliament House for
receiving the members of Lok Sabha. A Single- Window Facilitation Counter
arrangement was also made in Committee Room No.62 of the Parliament House
for checking of election certificates, issue of Permanent Identity Cards, filling up
of various forms, information regarding the language for taking oath or affirmation
making in the House, transit accommodation etc. Arrangements were also made
for taking their photographs. For the first time a major part of this massive
exercise was accomplished inan IT enabled environment. Additionally, a dedicated
team of nodal officers constantly remained in touch with the Returning Officers
and the newly elected members as facilitators and enablers. The members being
issued a Permanent Identity Card on their very first interaction at the time of their
registration was another significant first. The first time convergence of otherwise
cumbersome documentation and the single desk clearance at the time of
registration ensured convenience.

First Session of Seventeenth Lok Sabha

Coming to the Session, on 3 June 2019, the President of India summoned
the Seventeenth Lok Sabha to meet on 17 June 2019. Accordingly, the House
assembled at 11 a.m. on 17 June and the proceedings began with the playing
of the National Anthem. As is customary, members stood in silence for a short
while to mark the solemn occasion of the first sitting of the newly constituted
House. Dr. Virendra Kumar the senior most member of the House, who was
earlier appointed as Speaker Protem by the President and who had already
taken oath before the President, presided over the House. The Speaker Protem
welcomed all the members elected to the new Lok Sabha and expressed
confidence that the members would help the Chair in maintaining the highest
traditions of the House and thereby strengthening the edifice and roots of
parliamentary democracy in the country. Thereafter, a list containing the names
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of members elected to the Seventeenth Lok Sabha which had been submitted
by the Election Commission of India was laid on the Table of the House.

The first two sittings of the House held on 17 and 18 June were mainly
devoted to the members making and subscribing the oath or affirmation. The
Speaker Protem was assisted in this task by members of a Panel of Chairmen
consisting of Sarvashri Kodikunnil Suresh, Shri Brijbhushan Sharan Singh
and Bhartruhari Mahtab. As many as 539 members made and subscribed the
oath or affirmation and took their seats in the House during these two days.
Five more members made oath or affirmation in the subsequent days. In this
context, | also wish to mention about a significant procedural change vis-a-vis
the process of taking oath and making affirmation by Members. Hitherto before,
the practice has been that Member after making oath or affirmation used to go
up to Chair after greeting the Chair, used to come to the other side of the Table
and then sign the Roll of Members which was kept on the left hand side of the
Secretary-General’s Table. For the sake of convenience of Members, from
first Session of 17" Lok Sabha onwards, as per revised procedure, member
after taking the oath or making affirmation, signed the Roll of Members which
was placed on the Table on the right hand side of the Secretary-General’s
Table. This initiative was highly appreciated.

Election of the Speaker

On 19 June 2019, after some members made and subscribed the oath
or affirmation, the item relating to the election to the Office of the Speaker,
Lok Sabha was taken up. In all, thirteen motions, all proposing the name of
Shri Om Birla were moved. The motion moved by Shri Narendra Modi and
seconded by Shri Raj Nath Singh was unanimously adopted and Shri Om
Birla was chosen as the Speaker of the Seventeenth Lok Sabha. Subsequently,
the Prime Minister and Leaders of other Parties and Groups conducted him
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to the Chair. Felicitating Shri Om Birla on his unanimous election as the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha, the Prime Minister and the Leaders of the various Parties
and Groups in the House pledged full cooperation to him.

Replying to the felicitations, Shri Birla expressed his sincere gratitude

to the House for the honour bestowed upon him and inter alia said:

... “Members may have divergent views and ideology, their policies too
may be divergent but all of us have come to this House with a mission to make
our nation prosperous and progressive. Today, India is moving forward. India
has achieved its remarkable position the world over. It should be our effort to
abide by the decorum of the House in order that we may set a precedent
across the globe of our dignified Parliamentary tradition. | would carry out the
solemn responsibility entrusted upon me and do expect that the requisite
cooperation would be extended at your end to run the House in an impartial
and uninterrupted manner .... On my part, | would like to assure you that |
deem it my responsibility to protect the concerns of everyone without having
any regard to your numbers .... ”

Thereafter, the Prime Minister introduced the members of the Union
Council of Ministers to the House.

Address by the President and Motion of Thanks
This being the first Session of the new Lok Sabha, the President of

India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, addressed the members of both the Houses of
Parliament assembled together in the Central Hall on 20 June 2019 at 11.00 hrs.
Later, the Lok Sabha met at 12.30 hours and a copy of the Address by the

President was laid on the Table of the House and the House adjourned for the day.

The Motion of Thanks to the Presidential Address was moved by Shri

Pratap Chandra Sarangi on 24 June 2019 which was seconded by Dr. Heena

Gavit. The discussion on the Motion of Thanks to the President’s Address was
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held on 24 and 25 June 2019. As many as 118 members participated in the
discussion that lasted over 13 hours and 47 minutes. On 25 June, the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi replied to the debate. The Motion of Thanks to
the President for his Address was adopted the same day after all the amendments
moved were negatived.
I would now like to dwell briefly upon important issues raised by members
and deliberations during the First Session.

e Questions: Out of 500 Starred Questions listed during the Session, 183
Starred Questions were answered orally on the floor of the House. Written
replies to the remaining Starred Questions along with 5711 Unstarred
Questions were laid on the Table of the House. During the current Session,
on an average 7.6 questions per day were answered, whereas during
1966-2019, on an average 3.35 Questions were answered. The maximum
numbers of Questions were answered during this Session.

e Matters of Urgent Public Importance: The Hon’ble members made
use of Rule 377 to raise 488 matters, particularly relating to their constituencies.
Besides, 1066 matters of urgent public importance were raised by members
during Zero Hour. | find it pertinent to mention here, Hon’ble Speaker gave
maximum opportunity to newly elected Members to raise matters of public
interest during Zero Hour. As many as 161 members were allowed to speak
onasingle day i.e. on 18 July 2019. As many as 35 statements were made
by the Ministers on various important subjects.

o | egislative/Financial Business :

Financial Business : The Minister of Finance, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman

presented a statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the
Government of India for the year 2019-2020 to the House on 5 July 2019. The
Minister also laid on the Table the following statements viz., (i) Medium-term

Fiscal Policy cum Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement; and (ii) Macro-Economic
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Framework Statement; under section 3(1) of the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management Act, 2003. Thereafter, she introduced the Finance Bill,
2019 and the House was then adjourned for the day. Earlier, on 4 July 2019,
a copy of Economic Survey 2018-2019 was laid on the Table of the House.
The House took up the General Discussion on Union Budget for 2019-2020
on 8 July 2019. The discussion continued on 9 July 2019 and 10 July 2019.
Since the Departmentally-Related Standing Committee (DRSCs) were yet to
be constituted, the Minister of State in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs,
Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal moved a motion for the suspension of Rule 331 G
of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha in its
application to the discussion and voting on the Demands for Grants for
2019-20, which was adopted by the House. The Hon’ble Speaker Shri Om
Birla thereafter observed:
“Hon. Members, although Rule 331 G of the Rules of Procedure
has been suspended to enable the House to pass the Demands
for Grants without the same being referred to the concerned
Departmentally Related Standing Committees. The Demands
would, however, stand referred to the Standing Committees, after
they have been constituted, for examination and report to the
House so that the Committees can make suitable
recommendations which may be used in the preparation of
Demands for Grants for the next year.”
The Demands for Grants for 2019-20 in respect of the following Ministries
were discussed and voted in full: (i) Ministry of Railways, 11 July 2019; (ii)
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, 15 and 16 July 2019; (iii) Ministry of
Rural Development and Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, 16 and 17
July 2019; and (iv) Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 17 July 2019.
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Twenty one cut motions each were moved in respect of the Demands
for Grants relating to Ministry of Railways; Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways and Ministry of Rural Development; twenty eight in respect of
Demands for Grants relating to Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare; and forty
one in respect of Demand for Grants relating to Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports. All the cut motions were negatived. All other remaining outstanding
Demands for Grants in respect of the Union Budget for the year 2019-2020
were submitted to the vote of the House and voted in full. The related
Appropriation Bill was passed. The Finance Bill, 2019 was passed by the Lok
Sabha on 18 July 2019. The Rajya Sabha returned the Appropriation (No.2)
Bill, 2019 and the Finance (No.2) Bill, 2019 on 25 July 2019. As such the entire
Financial Business was completed before 31 July 2019.

Legislative Business(Government): During the Session, 33 Government
Bills were introduced, 6 Bills, as passed by Rajya Sabha, were laid on the
Table of Lok Sabha. 35 Government Bills were passed by the House. Some
of the important Bills considered during the Session include: (i) The Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill, 2019, (ii) The National Investigation
Agency (Amendment) Bill, 2019, (iii) The Code on Wages Bill, 2019, (iv) The
Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill; 2019, (v) The National
Medical Commission Bill, 2019, (vi) The Consumer Protection Bill, 2019,
(vii) The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019 and (viii) The
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill, 2019.

Private Member’s Bills : As many as 118 Bills on different subjects
were introduced by the Private members during the Session. The discussion
on the motion for consideration of the Compulsory Voting Bill, 2019, moved
by Shri Janardan Singh “Sigriwal’, on 21 June 2019 was further taken up for
discussion on 12 and 26 July 20 19. However, the discussion on the Bill
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remained inconclusive.

Private Member’s Resolution : As regards, Private Members’

Resolutions, the Resolution regarding the construction of canals through Ken-

Betwa river-linking projects to overcome the problem of water scarcity and

stray cows in the Bundelkhand region, moved by Shri Kunwar Pushpendra

Singh Chandel on 21 June 2019, was further discussed on 28 June and 19 July

2019. However, the discussion remained part discussed.

Panel of Chairpersons : On 21 June, the Speaker announced that he had
under Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok
Sabha, nominated Smt. Rama Devi, Dr. Kirit P. Solanki, Shri Rajendra
Agarwal and Smt. Meenakashi Lekhi on the panel of Chairpersons. On 25
June, the Speaker announced the nomination of Shri Suresh Kodikunnil as
the Member of the Panel of Chairpersons. Further, on 26 June 2019 the
Speaker announced the nomination of Sarvashri A. Raja, P.V. Midhun Reddy
and Bhartruhari Mahtab as the members of the Panel of Chairpersons while
on July 3 and 4 he announced the nomination of Shri N. K. Premachandran
and Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, respectively to the Panel of Chairpersons.
Obituary References: Obituary References were made to the passing
away of the former members, viz., Sarvashri S. Rajendran, Vishwa Nath
Shastri, Paripoornanand Painuli, K.J.K. Ritheesh Sivakumar, S.P.Y. Reddy,
V.Viswanatha Menon, R.N. Rakesh, Hariom Singh Rathore, M.K. Subba,

Kamlesh Balmiki, S. Jaipal Reddy and Smt. Sheela Gautam.
On 22 July 2019, the Hon’ble Speaker made reference to the passing

away of Ramchandra Paswan, a sitting member of the Lok Sabha. He also
made reference to the passing away of Smt. Sheila Dikshit, a former member
of the House and former Chief Minister of Delhi. As a mark of respect to the
memory of the departed, members stood in silence for a short while and,
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thereafter, the House was adjourned till 2.00 pm.

» Congratulatory References: The Speakers on behalf of the House
congratulated all the scientists of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) for
successfully launching Chandrayaan-2, India’s second indigenous mission to moon.

» Other Parliamentary Events: Orientation Programme for newly
elected members: An Orientation Programme for the newly elected Members
of the 17th Lok Sabha was organized by the Parliamentary Research and
Training Institute for Democracies (PRIDE), earlier known as Bureau of
Parliamentary Studies and Training (BPST) from 3 to 4 July and on 19 July
2019. The Union Minister of Defence, Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated the
Orientation Programme on 3 July 2019. Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla,
Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Pralhad Joshi and Leader of
Indian National Congress in Lok Sabha, ShriAdhir Ranjan Choudhury
addressed the Members at the Inaugural Function. As many as 295 newly
elected members attended the programme. The members were addressed on
various procedural and other matters by the Union Ministers and eminent
parliamentarians during the Programme.

Yoga Shivir: On 21 June, 2019, on the occasion of International Day
of Yoga, a Yoga Shivir was organized in the Parliament House. Hon’ble Speaker,
Shri Om Birla graced the occasion.

Special Cleanliness Drive: On the initiative of Hon’ble Speaker Lok
Sabha, Shri Om Birla, a two-day Swachhata Abhiyan (Special Cleanliness
Drive) in Parliament House Estate was held on 13 and 14 July 2019. Union
Ministers, Ministers of State, Members of Parliament and other dignitaries
present on the occasion took the pledge to spread the message of Swachhata.
The Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla urged the Members of Parliament to

work towards taking the zeal of Swachhata Abhiyan from Parliament to each
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village of the country. Later, Shri Birla visited Parliament House, Parliament
Library Building, Parliament House Annexe and its Extension Building and
gave detailed directions for cleanliness and upkeep of the Complex.
Tree Plantation Drive: On 26 July 2019, Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om
Birla launched a “Tree Plantation Programme’ in the lawns of Parliament Library
Building. On the occasion, the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Lok
Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla each planted a sapling of the Rudraksha tree.
Several Union Ministers, Deputy Chairman Rajya Sabha Shri Harivansh and
Members of Parliament were present at the programme. Shri Birla said that
with the launch of this initiative of tree plantation in Parliament, concerted
efforts should be made to make every part of the country clean and green.
Later, Leaders of Parties in Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha also planted the
saplings of Rudraksha tree and Crape Myrtle tree at the earmarked places. On
the last day of the Session, on 6 August, 2019 the Hon’ble Speaker, in his
Valedictory Address, said:
“... During the period from 17-6-2019 to 6-8-2019 in 37 sittings, a total
number of 33 Government Bills were introduced and 36 Bills were
passed. This figure is quite on the higher side when compared to the
first session of First Lok Sabha in 1952 in which 32 Government Bills
were introduced and 24 bills were passed even though the House sat
for 67 days. The Bills were passed in such a great number with the
cooperation of all of you. Out of 265 newly elected Members, almost
all of them got an opportunity to speak in the House either during zero
hour or on another business of the House. During the zero hour out of
265 newly elected Members, 229 Members got the opportunity to speak
in the House. Out of 46 newly elected women Members, 42 of them got
opportunity to speak in the Zero Hour. | am very glad to say that during
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this period there was no loss of time due to interruptions, which is
perhaps a record since 1952 till date. All of you conducted the
proceedings of the House in a productive manner for which you all
deserve compliments. | hope that this cooperation would continue in
the coming session also to enable us to uphold the dignity of the House
in the country and the world as well. .....”

The House was adjourned sine die on 6 August after the playing of National

Song. The President of India prorogued the Lok Sabha on 8 August 2019.
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