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PORYOD  OaHEBLI  HOGID  AVoMLNIMEEBEIB3 CHOBo  BANIAVNIMOB).  GRIIANME  TVRAH UM,
SOMAVaIEMIV] MHAEMIHEIN@ MAMY af)aM] MVOLISMHSHS ¢ Oy &HOalauad qvdear - 2019
016 |03S1E16M” DD HEMBOM@3. EILRAMVOIMIM” OeGHE3ENV103 NI, IR EMIOG: 1 um@EOMo
CalB09” OeDHEsel MBEHMETAUIM. GRYIA®] MSWIM NVAMAIW TLeANWIMAHLIMDE !h8Ba |eM O3
GHOOMILHD MSWIMOWISIHLIIMo MVABGA oJNE]H9IS]. EHOSOMIMIAM” MVACAUW]D o IHEHGOD 90
WOMDIMo  Gal@Bo ONHEABLN M@HINH® GIVAIMo LI |®IW] @@”Ioe;mgd. 060H Bl MOEIBHME]
QAUMABOS  afINOMIC3 QMW QAUGHOOD  @RCalGHI] SOOIV, QM MVACAW]@  HODHE3e(
MBS ®01 31 VomRIMo GalB BRAIGINOAISITBND.

(es., 01/12)
®101S0 4JsS1 arlengo aldLIeeIS’ &EP@®@o GHIP1GANIS0o PENRIAD

@RAITNVIM M aHoQINHD @RYIodH MTN  AVoAVNIM AVBU  HECRIDONVAOM G HLRIIB101SO 13
Qoma1g’  aldLIHNIS. OO0  RMGHIW  OONVAIMINMAD” OS]  @&eenorvalomIcs 951
@momﬂn%mo@osm” al0RIANIS” 6N2J0 NISNJo CRMIAHBIV® . 949 (BoJOQ)ﬂ(T%O@ﬂ B»HIY1CHHIF0 SN0
@EN200MUO0Mo  algs]S. @uzem” (940) gamio  MLOOMOD.  (EBVWIMIMOo @G ]RIAUMOHIM”
OMRRENH] H 161010 @RLlq |9 HHCRIDONQIGT T3 auIBEMHNa |’ GAINENBMD AL | TMIDBI
BaNAMOIMEEDODIVGo  alelgndsSIM” daf elafl@mlel. afmgo  c2R®Iez] 117  altoim
aVIREM BN [1@3 YODMAIFG2 U3 DEFINUWOAIW].

(ea., 01/12)

Galoean’ ManIWo a@@EMOQjo: 112 @3 aNglesndo

QI@1CWI alHhGLI) BRYHOT oB® @RSIVMMRLISOB]Ejo GaldefllN1Hd MVa0IWo LIG1HHIMMS GSIUd @J1
mmd 112, ganelay” GRALNIMHO  HBOMW” HaVARAIENaT’ TLVEBWo LIF1EBG:.  HRIDGHNUI
@101 2J0160D" H@ISFODBB CaloeflI” GIPYUMI@MIAM” Ealoeflly” OSEM@Do. MMIG WG 6 a1Q03
&FIWICM  TVIa0210NINMESIT  HDIOHENITZ CaNIEMIHA alald emiged 3 @alem  GRAGOTIWIL)
©a0elmlm” aVeEmwe eIB1ER0. QY1d (399" GRSIVWANE VIR0 210YEBEIT3 MVAOIVEHIM” alld:’ alESIU
eatelavt maud 1515.12 mamny agan ©n0eemIcd @Qqlo MVa00QOMIMEME. DD BRIl aldM1e:’
nIgeNd EPAGOTWILJo GHMNBESIUY HAVAFOT@ MVaNIWIRIABLOM af)@Do.

(2.2., 02/12)
af)Slag)o, HOLITVMAV, GOaHUM... DM BQ HIBW"

af)Slag)o 3IBAW, HOQWANEE HOLITVAN; GBOHM $0BW” 2UWeales 20 cruaIMea@BUl QIO B89 @dBWI@
LIBYMIHBAN  alfL®] MSeIBPIM  CHOBo BMWERIN.  @RYBYLISOMIGE  HAWMIG"  HIBWIOMIq]o
PoEles” HHLITVMAY” GMVAIMe 220 LIG1ABH:. GARY” MINE; B0al’ MM WM @RYB LISOMIG3
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MVOMVOIM MVBHNIBAOWVT MVa0B:01 3] HIBW” aJOOD0OBH:. M@IMIWVT HIBWIHA AIYH DWI0IHH]
MBHHIATM VNGB, {l2). EHMBMVABHNIE B MIRY0, BB HIBW’ alL®] EMOOOM (@Jelydallesjenlejo
@SAMSalSIHU3 2eM20WEl. MouOIM OO | M AN O @3 0B HOQYSOMION”
af) VN M6af) QRO al@a] MSOH] BHIGW DWINIEH QD).

(2.0, 02/12)
CHOBI Galdeln’ M1 HanelleIalgo1@ aloaso

CHOBO  CalorflN’ ©a0LlEHHIalRB QNSHY af)FHBMN.aBO0 MIFOO®  G@RYELINAIMY” GUOAHAIEM'
®1@BOOMo. @RYBYo Ha0LNEHIalgd VIRV 0I068BRIM G IWBAIM]2{IBOHIME;TLJ0 MVIMIODT B MNIOW I
HEMAH OISO @IBRAIMo  DBaIAH]IBBHIWI@mAD. AWdda0]l  GRAVOMAIW] (@JAUBCHHBOM
aIQIBa0MAY” ) HMIMIVIG MMM’ Ha0ele®00lQd ASHY af)FEBM®.  @@1moave 20
26M1E83 9alcIwldnlo. MM @®MIMo B ST 44 LldHo (BGalWIEM.CH@O®I@ Mmlan”
eIglesam  anme” M@IMIW] 9alC@IUldgte. M@ VO3 QAIMRL  (JAUBRGMEBBUIGE0 (] 1CHHUIER
ML2AVHOD  @RYAINYEBURBAB0  Ha0LNEHITYB  (JEVWIRMOQIODMIMIIN” @I@BAIMo.  @RSIVWIRT©
opi1g6ERS108 AR 1QWHS WI@PIWo M@3dso.

( @0., 03/12)

050100~ caleMo, AIls” alYomo R10189IMABS VIV Q@D Jo

BR@1RUNODIMIYSB G ldEISOMILIM” MFHHT RM®. OHZISMIBRM MVEDMOM1HG Galalad
MYA@MEBBUWE  FHANIMMIW]T BB SO TVWEDINS BRYUB:WHS MSANSALINED 2RMo. MVABHHIA
300qy’ 22 ao ©avaiQosnud 250 ajoomlossl  @ollmlewow -  ®MIBmem  MAHM
DOMOOHBM” MGHNVWIBE D GaHWo BRSOV o 1el@3 aleMmlRy BRYOID §EBRUIINIYSS
af)Blo MIBMOEM (JAUBEMMEBBBo GSQN MG AUIMEDINSWIEM 2ISEBBUS GBBND] §21QEMONIN
@ROIC0Y0  VEMAIV®.1964 el algo  (JomielyE®I@ AIMEa P 288 qudlmlwel mlelnle)8soy.
QIBaHEB8IWT MSMMIZ88  Afld:aVM  (@JAUBDMEBUY &S] aldlwemlal MM algo GHILIMAYDAIW]
oJmosa”oe;mgd MSa0dNEMoO af) NI’ MFHH WS @BRYAIUD Y o.

(2.2, 03/12)
@JOH®IGEaMo MM MGGUOINNIaIMEEBUY GMAIGo ; AIRIAM GRYBYo

@HH®FEaMo @PM1R10NEHIMo (JD]BEIW]BHIMo TVoMLOIMHOI AEAUM @GGUDROEM MuNJa IMEBBBo
A0BaHld  alRL®]  ®QI0ISRBo.  (@JEBUOMINAZ  MVIa02IDY0 oJohdo @WORMVUBHBOS  MIBE3Udo
oJ(Zﬂ(D6TTﬂ_'H00930 @jossutlammeiomlele  Zlolomelomlejo ‘ awlavoapd  moemeHnad’ %onﬁ’
®QI0IABH. M BRFOM  TVIMIANTHAUBHUNOD  AIBH] B IRV TWIT DU ISODo. GHAS™ alBLD]
®QIOIBNIMIWT  MVICHL D] TVa0IW  TVocLlo  (Balldh@1Hs30. ODIM™ &lel N3  Ald:HoGAlOO
aloluolella leso. QORYOM  @RYBIAOWIAN (@JIGBWIHMRIOMIGE  GEMMMIANM  alcL®]
®QIOIBBAND® . TVMVOIME®  MVTLOIM FZEMMMINVEEM @REMINIFIWL (@JICBUIIHMLIOD T dheld:;d
BRWIGHMOIV 221e10 GO M10I6M EREMINIFIYAEM” (@JAUBADMEBBUY aFE:Ia llo {lasamo.

(es., 04/12)
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maesIma@Bud mm1 eRILNZIMo; PSNAIEINN® HalddaHad mgo

m)m(orﬂmamgo audafa” eyl oJ((ﬂmmﬂgd MBHHIB 221N BNIBHE Hal0BaHMB M@IHIM  TVBHHIVTHY
@mam]. 10 adauoom mB:oel (@JIMILILEOmINSVWIIM ®IWBAOMo. M@IMIVT ¢H8 qudariay”
2IgO®I@ 3L AGBOM].MVAEAIMERUWE WWEITYINMT @YW TVAHHIB  (@JeIJdallHBHQ BRI
2002005000 R1AUMEHIEBOS MM MSAVO]g )M GORINQISODBHQAE GHOx8 Tudaflavleel
2150 3l @®000 MDAIOO H2IYITBING.MHOMAe  F1AITVERUY  GAIGMOHIEMI  ARYIYL:LILEBUBCHNI
@RAXR® GRAIWIEHNI HalBaHEMI alBlIVMIEHNMED]L] af)MIV BN MDOINOWYSS alo.

(2.0., 04/12)

S%anld” alle 7 BlaIvamImeo @eSaflogidlad © Al @lendo !

W®IO® MWALICLINEBUARSS alfle 7 F1aINODIMEGo BRSWIO® HOAIMISIHOILING:aN A0aOMEEBUI
2m0I0] AT EIRIHOMANHSQo allSlGe. MOMOo AUAOMEBBUY HaldeflMilnadoe GAIE508 01aOM
Qdha{lodQo MABBOIVaIQE QOMOm1H] 10 2193 a101WIYIORIODEMINE DE3LWAVNAHE allaloo
eiglago. afly - 1Ll QY] B06MOOLINIT3 @RS2JOERI DSAWI@ @PMAIRIES. 6SIU3 o ldIVGU3
HSHNMBB  aNOMPU1OMPQo  Hlaflaf)1OB@o  EH®B  TVBHHIROR  ° Ao avoeLsl
GINVIaQHNIWOINMYL  TVaOIVWEOMINSWINN  MVAWIMo  MSQPSBAND.M 21100  MSqIEHIMNSS
MSaISIGREREo ¢ aRanad avoaltl’ OIG3 AIa0m alaIEEBUd GaIBSBIM GRoeWo CHESOMIG MM
290NV0 aJBOMIWIBs0. allPWIgEMINgo @R @RSPEMINGo AflNIve EINVIALHAIVWOIGE DUdNa|SODo.

(2.0., 04/12)
odglso mdalasmmalid 10 eavadim” a@ acsamlejo MSeMo: H®:SISMIBAITM 250 GRBVIM]

Ml o»HgIso MBaEsaMAIA a§Qo MUOLINPEMBE]T  DEEBBGBo MSeMo.  OHSISo  BY1aTY MG V83
auoeigm 10 oavaflo” 8@ acsamslejo MSEMHAINIE GBEOMI 6219 Hd5ISMIBNaM algomleel 76~ %
Qldqfloel Ql§0IMN. MYEAMAIBSNVEMo  G@JITNI0l ISBIM@INAG  BIVAOWIM MSalS]. By IV
Aglan1e9Q” eicla] 8@ AIBHODINMGHA6M Ao MESMZ®. MLOLIOD MILING MM 1T BR®o
DHEMBONOLIGHB0. B9  HFoMIBBUS  ®IANVTBBIN  OHSISEABUWHH MDD QIJAITVD  NDWHAL]. DEZUD
N2 IMEBBUIAN  BRYAINDIHNEEIB3 MO0 MSIMB &HSO@  AIYOINNGHUY  DUBH A |SOMI0. HHSISEEBUIAE MMIA
M3 2 QABHODID GUdaHo ®EZUDAVNIaIM HAVESO] B0WI1g” al01EUOWM MSEMEMo. Al§AINIWEBBRUI,
aflgd 03, AOMVNAIMEBBUS af)MMINIOW MDD 21SEONIE3 MM’ BY10GH WG

(a., 05/12)
28320wa1gloem enHnlnd M1dademe Mmswe]

oflgHS1e3  2BJ00wA LI  HHAIB DQRIOISBIN® MIGEIWIBNIEMI  MIBOENVIO0H |FODICMI
af)BH OOV Qldsa| 963wlaflgloelamn” a@] S1 all EIAGHHEMM al0R. (HIVDAY] o JD0IONVE
@RYECLINAUCAUBHSIT  Al§0a1nHn0W] BROWIH® HHAUM D@ l03MAjo  Ofl@Ea|MWo  MSSBAN@IW]
016038553 LIBlafl@Bmm. ERMWIGH®R0W] §eUM 2B3q d8lallaf” ANGERIM®” MVPOOHIM” MEIME.
MOMIFINUIBHIMIEM” Ha 1d@MIBERUOMIT MHNI0Yo MYalla(la|®. @RY2100OMING BIVWAIVSS OfleVD”
9@ 0BMAYe OaIEWINYe MSWIE. (es., 05/12)
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aflg MIwo: aRIAS” B@Jal’ WABayYOMBAV” QIGAN

&HOLINQIMND eIt lwilophlww) @SAM8s QMo 1088 MABaHYOMaV’ aLoflWIMo
HIOIAHARIHHOMO  TYDIIRIHHIMo MMAOMG” B0al’ MBIV’ (0ag)s3s]) @Wlagl® aYIBS” E@dal
DHWaPOMBAV”  TVANWIMo  MVoMNIMOD  AlRlVEMMAI@I. A IIRIBNIS gﬂ%mﬂaﬁ O HIFCIMOIMII0,
algeemio], §almnisl @sa@Rlw 7 aunelsRs]od 99alelg” alRL®]1 ERYOEIBBMMIN ®IBIal0Jal@o
SHeMla). afloflw aflg HABYOMBAYHUE @1 PSNIOMFHBAM  HILIMIDMVo  BF1ANGHIMIND o B
MVoAlWOMo.  BHAG ALAILIATHANG GRMW” MANEAUAHM TRIG]S;” HYemMaVlelang (o0d- cuﬂcrg’)
BM@OIOMI@3 aldeIsenIS” Alallw CHh@363BS103 @JILOA]d: aloMo MSOMIWIGAN.BIGOI (JECBUHTIMWo
QldaHo QLAIMBS HILIAINVOY AIGTVIMEBBU DalWad BWQY, OafBS] AAVMAVQHUY agiamial Al
GUOAIGLaf GMIOHDAIDNMW  MVANWIMODIT  CORINQFTDHWIEM” MDAV WIMOIGI.
EMIIH B 21 IMIT GO SADINA DITBOMIM HY1el. MABayoBIV” ORWIHUB @B joB3mM M
MM AQIEGUIRINNIE:0 BRYWIORIBEBD:.

(2.2., 06/12)
0a0OSE: IV Qo PIWIOE @RYBJIVoAVNIMHAM CMFOMCLINS BGHOBo

af)Bld MW@&BHESEjo HOa0HSE: HIMU" Qo BWABAN  AIWIOHOM  @RYBMVOMLOIMOAIN  EMSONIGEIBE"
CH0B0.900a0SH RHOMU” Qo alRL@IWSS OeNRI0 LISOJo aJBOMTHEEMOMIGLINS” o) TDHWIM”. B0
AO@ oGO0 HITYHSs8 9,941 WESHSEIM 900005 LMYBW MN8N  alrL®]Qo
ad@ema0@. 4,752 aV@gsHgloel 99e0a0VE03, a0@daauenmawal aflsanamleel 45,000 gy’ gole:ud
@B PLISODIT H9a00SHNIVT MOV IGBID.HaI0®AINBLIELAV MOOGHHUNIMVBEANOM 1N BONAIWIEM'
&lalil afME” 9aleIWlaf HINQADHUWB DPa0OSH BRYHH] 20N alBL®1HH (@Balo MTIHH1VDDY.
D920V U3 ®LIOMIT3 HIAVQRADHUB HO0NSH: BRYEHIMo HN(EJA0T MLIOTVID JEDIHRIW] HDa0NSHE:
£126N]&H U3 NN 1EHIMRNIW@BATD alRLO.

(es., 06/12)
SHOAE QAIMNIVONOHMR ald]1C)BRINRHIM HAI®idal®]

MOEODIDL! OO IDIH@US  MoBHla] RMEBUIHH GRAVBAIGIBINIGRMM  AIDIWIENG:0 GRLIQ]Y
900I® & alFL®] MSeIARHAWAN” HWVWE EHABEWISMNITW]af MSONIQ HIVAIMIB BREIEJIVeQ]S.
@T@EIH‘P@']G)EI QB  aNIBHSOIHO8Qo  HOA  QAIQINVOWOMOW]  MITWHS  alEMIIN®
Dalh0MEBBEEWo  OUWINQISODT @B l1HA1HBMM  alBL®]  HWA@  QAIJOITVIVOTINM  alGlEal3RdH:0.
HOQRIW]  MINLEq|SOM] @RYLIQ|PQOS 2101@o  QAYADAOSBAN  JAN’ émﬂ@mgos MBandemo
aJGRINATABHWIEM. HWQo AYWNMWAILEN RMEBBUY DU3NA|HSQBS AEMIRY o ldOMIVYNje ®ANL|B8
miacwo  aAlgleao@am  AVAWANAIEEB8I6aM” émﬂ@«mﬂ«ﬁ Quﬁaﬂgmmﬂmﬂgggs)@m)" amilelavy’
alRL@®1QHS  af)oW]  aloery). oeaécgog@om%oo@ Qan” émﬂ@mgo IRV 2@ {H1e1dem”
@YU HA1HBAND. MOEOMID3  aflel OO HABIEERUI Ao MIAIMIBIHBID.  GRAIWOS ol9n
MemdomIQss afld:avmMoe  @RMINEIAEM”. ANeMIRY DOQINIWI@AN @RYLIq ¥ HILIIAD OO @3
O3:I2{lQHS @RAVMNINLAIW]. AUSHO BRYIYD@I® algamMenam” a1y 0®1Vss @REIR]® DO® b (Waj MocLlo
a10MAfaHWAIBH W IBIN@IQo HAVATIMIAB 2JeN1B925].

(ea., 07/12)
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®GRU HMONMMGa]: GA5ABISIH RMARIWIM ; Gald” Galdanellie MITBOME]®HUBHB0 OMG
@IMVo MVAWo

MEGZU0 BOMAVNIAIM HMANENNGA{INVBB HOS GAINSAAISlE: 2MAICTWITI. Gald” Galdsnellavo
OIBOMLIHWBSBo ONZ MIMVo TVAWo M@3dso. 2015 @3 APBW” @RSINLOIMOMG3 QYINIBH W
qUImo  €A1SABaISIE:  MVOMNIM  HDORTMGa] HMTHMB  HQ0g A1TDIVI@ o JDIH1WIEM”
Jen1e0lesa. 2019 o1 anyad emoasmGal &1 algld: @RSITLNIM?IGEHT GEGUD
O®ORMG2{IO0  CI5BaISIS:  @QI0IBHEIMAAAD  ERYAIIODIT  HYMiloLlMno M
@JOCWIWIHAOLINM o MVMVOIM HDMOOMGa] HMNTUMB AlYSMAIHH]. GRIIGH VB, MIVATVE
O®OOMNMMG {100  @AISABaISld: ®EZUD QB @RSINLOIMOMIC 28B®El. M@ QG
@RS1INNIMO]LINGNIM  (@JEDYd: DEBL0NTVONO MRl afl@3” AIdes” 2UWdeales alellw
@ono  calglai®o. 2015 @ smomooml@d  olwem®  audeal  MSOMIWIEM”  CH(@3
O®OMGa] HMNHUAF  BAINSBAISIHOW  TVoMVOIM  A®OOTMGa| GHONTaHMB QB
@RSITOINODNLNEH]1V®. DD 25162 BNERHB0 ERYAUNINIW GIBOME|HBo AUBEONENS
@RYQIUDYCD @gg@mcm” TMVOMLOIM HDMOOTNGa| HENTAHEMAB A l0eOIR. AUIBUBeS AlleeMo
@RYAIWO MOV QIOMILJo MV alSld: BRMIWIMe OR1HN0. MDIM aldho EMHQ3 HINTaHHNY
GASABaIgld 8MSHho AfleNgo AIAA” @RSTANOIMOMILIISBIN@ GRMININD NIV GRILNWIG:o.
DHNIOLo  AflvoEMW]  2IE1CUIWIENIMo I  GAINSBNINO  GCal@HHNIMo Mg AIMVo
@RMAIG1H630.

(ea., 07/12)
302 2051 GalQes HWA 9@ MBS &003

omoIE0a]  aleb@llcelss” 102 6:0S1 @el@es &3 @UIV@oe a3 @Im’
®E3AVN0aIMEEEA0RT  * H©3 emHog 2019 @ 00wl 200 e50SlcwIge  (Galwes
gmﬂﬂmmu&e@” afle3wd $H00Q2OW]. d®IFILj0a] alrb]W]ERIH” FAIN(@o QIIEBRIM MoMNIMEGID)
ME3ZU0 MO IMEBBRIEM” HWVA HAIDEAEILID VNI IMEEBBR0W] &»h0d3 a%mg@i 15 €#0s1 2wy
2193 EAUN@ODIMITN” H0IB. HWVA CJIRDHS BIa01NVBMOBo 29 210IMENIWo  HaloDECARILID
NNV IMEBBGBo BalBIM” AMAOTVRIWT MSOMIWY (JOGMABO afLIN0EM” DD eMSOHAM” AQ@D] ST agf)o
CMIDAVY TV AUIBOMITVEMASMONI@  aloem). Ofle3ud  BIAWA MEO@VWIdkho LIF1SBM®Y
@RYBYNIAEMANo A alOGND).

(ea., 08/12)

QAN MoIeMo: afls’, a1 alfjao al@1WMIEHNHEMNZMMD YaldBwd

AVIMIGNHMIWT afllaMIBHo MI@AESAN QANIHE oﬂ@omamgs)s MoIEeM@ADIM” aflS1HmQoe FA1VOSV
Qlejajo  BOMBIMLAISOBO@AN  MVABHHIB MIEWIWa] H0NTUOM YDalddwd. MILINGE MVeNIesMo
eIglesmald 3¢1ad af)Ll00InE®e AIMIGS ANV &eM#9Ieel 10% amuomiamle: avoaIvemo
EIBJMISHEMOAMo 013, RAWE] 0. VUWIWEM MIVE H2IWAMIMo BRIVl GlGSHNG" EMOAW
92103203 af)o. MIREUNIAILINB MIVAE @RoWNAIW HATaHMB (16q0851G3 MIBEBUTL). YDaldBUdBUD
BROECANLIGYI  GRBNMIHGESBIS &SIGWI  @RoUd;hOla]  AflEamIalMo 921QME®INS  BH(Bo
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200I0101@3 MSapesl 10% amIss MOIMIEOD]E: MVoAIEEMo CHE8OTIEjo (@JomIelyem]end:o. S
agenolcelno @alcwo 1000  ai@owysioieelno  alejeass aflesd  qUITDRIWe 1@
QOMIBHMVENIEEMADIM” @RBOORLIIM  EERVDIWINND  BH(MBo MSaIBHVD.ag)aIMNI@I, EHOBO]D3
MVIMIOMH00W]T afllaNIdno MIGHSBMAIG Galdejo AL ASEUd MIBATEBIMD HEMEN 1OLISOMIE”
afls19a3 alejajo 2IMBEMDAICHNNEDOHLIND HoANTaH MIBERUD1 2o

(a.2., 08/12)
al2MOMIAUB SIKR1H W3S BMBOOLIM Mjan1es”

Al2dMOMIAISOD LIS 6306MBeLIM AIF]l G060 MIEBH1@ SoET MBI’ LIBYMIGBMD. H@IMIW]
0f)@ABCal0dg  Sody] MVaOBH06M Mvorelo @™ @l  afle:milafla). DGa|0Ud
al01a:HUeMOSINOIMOMIE3  MSHBAN  MVoAWIMo  HOAUMBIO®  aJ@eMAVB®RMIG0.  Mlelalled 562
SO1H:806m” AldOMOEMIAUSONIBE (1Pl W’ @YW aVBaflY” MSEVM®. ASHHWI@XI@ HD
SOKIHF08 VWI@HNINO LIBJAISBMNDIMIM” 2 N1V 6306MeeLIM B Ald:Mlaflafldlesmmo”. avlw
@GSOy’ (Neag)ag) slaaulag)ny) af)am Ao N clabeled [ alan” aWwMameelWw’
621Q90.0100MOEMIAUBOMI@E  MIaM” aflalw  queelEBSICeIds WI@ENIBRIW]  GaldW]  nSe3aM
QaOMEEBBOS AfAIEEEBUY @Rq {13 24 mem1@s8qQo eIgymIaM”. DMEBBBOS (JEBUOAD) ZOS HSMD Galdd:M
SOKIHNHUY HOMOD] BRYAIWIENIBHS” Dale@IW]HHIo. Bleela1golm” 10 @a1oem” moos.

(ea., 09/12)
aJOGMUIBH12)8801BB8B0 M GOaHM Hodan”

al0®EWIOEBRUS, BMIS; HMIB af)MIAYAIBG:1Rje HOVIMEA aIGITVETDo HaHWRHSTT MOANTHBMAIRES”
M1 GOaHMD $HIBW’ LIE1HB0. MOMOO K:GoMNIEROHB DHAMEOM] @SAMSaIS] MVADHE1ENIB MIEJHH MVOR]
830a0100380038H830  HaN@AN®OEM WWOHA MIAEBUWWo M@H]. GIWANAa0o  AOHOALD  DallSdons”
a10eIom1 Mualalo @IAAMVIBBIN  @GoMICMING alglem] o JOTDAIMEDINSWIM MSalSl. aJOEMOH1@3
®I0MVIHBMN  A1BH  HGoMIEBBRUISHR0  GOAUM  HIBW”™ @eelmac aflaflw  MABEAIHUE Al EDAIBBIND .
@R@IMOM BAHUJIYOHH NMVNA(@JHIVYBB @RYMVE&LIJo MAIBHS LIE189I01L]. MI®JAIB2IMASOMAIREA e
oA aflel OHISOD @RO1Y0 80 0al0@0flalem11 o3 mlan QIOGEBRNR
@RAINOWIEM . MEZUAVNIAIMEBBUE  MM@IBHAN  ®ITIEHIL( B O_I°]§(T)(T)_I(3 9a1eWIN12Jo6em  &Slejdglelo
@39 B HaUHWBE1jo HY1QYANAIBHBZST GOaHME GHIBW” BRMAIRBBE:.

(es., 09/12)

GHOBOMIB WIGH D0af ; WIGH CMS1HHNIFABMMD]LJo PIVIOM BANIAD”

SQANEHO8 QRIEMIBNIOD® HOBHANLIEBIMIWIABIM CHOBo, UTlIGH EMSIHGNIFAFMMILjo BIRJOD
SINIAD. LIBJAIY aBQajo ajDIQ BHEMEN” ()00 BHASTMIL! (GIAINGI CHITYDHBNS WTlaHI M10Bs”
82.44  womomop a9  esmmysglad  98.83 vomaomamosm” eewl®  00oowedl  42.2
WORIM0VR1OSHWIMI®.  BREAGIEHVIMEa Pl 82  @RIM?IEM”  WIBHIMIVSE CHOBAHI
2016 @ @M@ cHMYHSIT  WIeHB90a g™ 84.61  Y@MIMAY bl CHMYHEIG3  98.47
womaomamoem. 2017 @3 oar 84.37 womomaje 98.24 womaomamoem’ afabheg)@ad o=laugd
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(ea., 10/12)
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elmi” Wogid @saRIVAI3 2U3ealg MV H9HI6MD @1@6)676103%% 2JOMEL. @EITLOIMHHEBD MVoaVNIM
0and0MaVld:  eIGI0S0], (ﬁ)%(ﬂ, @UBd, OdIsfl afaMlafls@sglonl O1RM@  Hand0MAV]HB:’
£16MI005015:03  af)MIafsErglen®] 65 Galmes 8¥1amMS8®.. CHTYNIWT MITWeRS 0dMo, 7S]
@s@ERIVAUYNS Mo0allg®ud MYaHla/lGlesan eMiGEIs, oJog® MIMBBAUNE  (@JeUUWlq len003
aloS1ORIMNE88  MIHUMT  BRGWIGQAHM  GMIIAW™ Gandd osSqyles” @MD" &IellmICOaHd
2166n1005010V” (ag)Bag)enag)@3) 2IS68BBOS LIoLIMMIEM” a B MId9o.

(2.2., 10/12)
MAHHI0100] 8soMInneid cowlew (G@(Oo@']_gd

TMOMLOIM MVBHHIGINHAF BITMOHLING COWIEWI TVoMCRAIY 'GOWICWI GHOS' @JOIBODMMI00E] ).
GLINGHOOMAOSYNBE  NLIWIS]HUdH63 csoeaogm%m@ B0aH, MVOMVU'@IM0, MVIAGI®Yo, MVOAMVLOIMO)
@®@181MRYPNRISHMM M0Q6BRUT @SEBRIVAI LIBJAIABSH af)D LIGHIECOMINSWINN alile: GlELlaHmBIy’
Q| B30eMeeId cowlcwd DSEEIVM. OneaMILIGRI cG:OnJég(ﬂ(SQIO radio.kerala.gov.in agam
AAUMIDOIVY” DO alBlaldS1dHUd HAHNIo. @SHHOMIM3 Flalnvajo 8 memesad oJ«ﬂoJos%e)ggeT\gooeso.
Al M AU @RYAURON]HRB0.0EIMIZ, BROWM, GNID AUSIHSIEINS, HIAljo TYENWo, G 1IN,
MO0l 16101 aldedm @S6a31 @Al eIW]d:o oJ(o%Jos’loe;ggmooe;o.

(2.0., 10/12)
@EeMAINST RIAUMSHIBOS HalBaUM D> AUBWIg 12

ANI® W1EYANHIVM Qldsa | MoEWII® UB1YYAMBHAVM aIRLIYHS BIVAIW] MVMVLNIMOHE AflEx]a)
@EEMANS] 2IAUMBNIBOS OalBaHB D& AUBWIa{l2)0d0Me" 2OMOAL 0 06|50 oj®IWT BRI
M0ge0 MG AMI®  WlEAlGHMM Qg QD] O O OOweIR Sla)d @ROTW1,). @EEMAIS]
I3093MI®OS (@MY HalBaB @& 1000 @3 Mmoo 2,000 @GBaio ©20@30 |B00@OS @J®1@OTVL
9alBarm® @@ 600 @ mlawo 1,200 @aimmowaem” aideula lajo.mleiaNoel dalBaumd @aes 100
W@AIMMIEN” AUBWMAI AUBOT QD"

(ea., 11/12)

@3 emaemI®m” 5000 @at: 11.52 e¢#051@s1 GomIR)

@Y amaeI®™” 5,000 @Gal LIBIMIGSIN BOT)AMBMEVWIRM A lFL@]BH Monom MVAL93d 11.52
6081 @al@S] ERMARs). LGNSO IN” agd TV anmzo®] 10.33 65081 @GalQo EOEMA IR
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e o301 MYESHQo GRYERINJAJe R0 IBNIM @1 alrL®]
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Zegloloer moel’ MIGRAMNISBIFItE  H@OOHIMIOD NSBB8  ald1eHEMISINNINOD]®3
Moomuoom  AflB{OBLIAV  NGAUAHM  aldlwdleim  auaI®l  (ag)VTIDERAEST)  aleb®] (GT@(OO@’]_'}J.
alL@1VI@  YLAUM  HSIHBOS  BRYCAIVY  JUIMEBUY  HOMBONT  AGHIDIGOOS  WEla lesd:Q0
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830a010VQ0 PENBIG:0. QEAIND AMBLIBLOIB:BOSV B:FoMIADOT:H, MVOPaOLMINWo, Ma0a NO1HEBISSS
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(ea., 12/12)
ee1a00flat MVIMIWo; GHOgOm 1ol MB1HHud adellmy 8lauem1wlad

OBNISHNRBS LIMNELIn0BBBHS BRAIBSHORIW TVIMTWL0o OBHING CHOBOMoL! MB1HU3 VGB®
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mEl:gloel 6elda0 afladt MIMTWIHAM BB 5] MWINIBH]V aloM 616qJ0BSIBGRIMIND BEMBADEID:UD.

(2.0., 13/12)
CH08 aJMABMIB2A06Mo: o] Qldra(l@d 183 ¢£0S1 BalQOS aled®1&:ud

GHOZ aJMBMIBEMETOYMOV MINWOS HaHl Qldsaf TVadafla) 182.76 €501 Gales® 9UBeqeS
aflaw Q]8OS alRL®1HUWHE  DHADTITVEWNS @R 1HhI00.  GaHl, AONVYENITWMo, MEZUOEOEMo
Q]8OS IV HUW3HB0 Mo |EOMIEN alRLMBBAIEM @AM, CHAS aJNAMIBMEM IRV IQHS
2M®IWIH0 AT @RoW1Hdh@la] MIBERUEBEBUE  GRIDGMINEIOHME  alld:avm  010Y) QoJ@@ouﬂgd
NS |d830. MVoMOIMOMINMG @JOGRUWDIM: (BalSo MWINIHHIM Bag)S] 2laHHIF MVAOBOMETMINSWIEND
20a|GOMIEM  olBL@] MSaPEBIMND. (@JBDICHHUIR MTVWEDIMEMIMo A JMAWIAIVEMIM  EAlMNS
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(a.0., 13/12)
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E¢MAIZ88 1tH0S0Mo D0 IHHIMAIB:0. BVGHW EH(363BU3 AWM AlAIEEURIVMo. GEZUD QDB
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eal]adlow); 00S@ aIdH, DAFIEIVWE OAWBHNE0HM, 6afh).g1 MVa0IWo DOSERIY  caalelsEleel
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(2.0., 14/12)
&GomIU)] (@JAUROMHABHH” DLIY®I CHIY”
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®MGRUIVIWoRAEM MUNIAIMEEBS1LI6M” GRYBJe DLy Afl3§08500V aldlalds] @RYOoE1ABAN®Y . BRAUD
al01l®IH908 @JeAWIa{les0. allaV’ oJBMRAIWo &:GoMIUYT AlaOlds0. CRHILHBOS 2jAME QlaO18630M
AMVMS@  EHI-BIBAUWIEMOBMIBERBB  @J®1abLlo  MVISHHODO  2laHMB  M@Ho.  °LISo  *LISAOW]
MVEMOIMEDOD 0)gQINd SGoeNI(Uy] (@QJUBO H600Q0 Ao 0o 20@AOHMVEHJO]
DL ®ICRIN O QBBOUQIBBH QI alFL®1WILHS LIGHU|AISINOY.

(@0., 15/12)
SEIQYWo BRMIOMIPWo CHOZOM B BANIAD®”

IRIOOD (NINAITRIVTDHBNS 008103 91 UEs:Qmw ®al¥mosleel OROBUNOMNYANT A lERUODTI”
aMleeiom]. @1@malemIne! @R EmIBs1eem” Qogmoaymﬂ. V|OIOM ORI NIJoNIMIYW @Y’
@M=200®- ¢apI3 89. EIRIHO® 269 ale0VEDHEOS 00816EBaM” (@Jalyda @ EHOgOmIEE MIan”
29 a1em0oomHul 9mE. m®1a 24 alemneomaed 10-00  comlmssleeiom]. eMao GMPISIOE
QA3 alemIOVWODo o@}%O(T@(?ﬂG)EI @IOIOMY®  alemIoVOo 85 GMOQROWT  BHOBOD]®I
BaMIO@OM]. AlaHId @RI JOBRWIAM” 038:HU3 MA@ AloW IRV HUW MSa PSRl
21301 AIMBEMWo. (2.2., 15/12)
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(ea., 16/12)
alef168” ag)eJo0 MA9HIB BdanTaTydm:gleelaso

AMVGES01VGIMN  afllMidel,  MoMOIMOOD  af)eld  TVBHHIB  Banlmydmglejo  alBJOEYOTL
MOdalMmeBglejo &S1 a0dRA@  alomfleld” QAUYIWIABM. MUSQIRIW] 6mcmﬂo£ﬂgd§§ MICWIHNS] B
aflond @103 altemileazImo] 24 ao May 02NEIRHMD MSaISIBHUD oJAOIWIGHIM AlEL0ELIMV Qldq |
MABBLIG DOHH]. allanoeel 29 Qldha|dGleeldso 0lydallo{l980.000I3:10OMIWIT MIGo GHOWQo.
@SBV HHAUSIDVWONIVWIG  ERAIWIWIG0.COMIE AT  GIVIALHAIVWOI® AV @3
9UBPISOO®  B0aOIMHUWB  aleile’” OB QEE]  EREMAMAY”  206MEHAG  MVonlWwIMo
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alo20IW] 8@ MeMIL83 WV O9So. BVEBLOUE: HIVLEERUILE GAINO 30a01NIG3 Caldd:EMINUd
@RAN®S alei” 6alQ)do.

(2.2., 16/12)
GHHUA HalBa@: aquolaErlges 4.5 eleto @MABa0AB aJOCTHER”

MUOMOIMOD GHHA  HalBaHMo MVIPasld MYOMHI HalBatMo AERM 47 pldHo GaldlEd MILIo
LIHUCOMIBo Gal@ ERMBa00V]B1HHIOAMM MINAMo. HalBaHMBHIBOS MICWINAS]E: ATYoles” @y elISo
amO00g Hlaomeaowd 90%  €ald aydomlossl. 7 eldto GaldIem” MM AAYE 213 MINGHQYSIOY.
DM@ M0 LldiHo Gald @lYIVIM GUaHo ATYA 021QOAMIE HOMABZEGB3. NIVASH]1 MILIO LldhHo Gald
OHD@0IOO  EMGa0NIV]  HalBaH®M OO FIVIBOMANIND  WMAUZ{lO]  alelVIBOD@. DA
89110883m™Ngies 600 ¢:»I516I80 (Bl (MIAIBGaHo MVAEHIBIM LE1BHIMIS:O.

(2.0., 17/12)
O3 af) MV ERHASIAVA6” aléMo DENSIBHIM AIaH” &R0

DHaf)MERYASINIO®  TVIMIOW]TH:  J@ITVAWIWIGE MMV OBHNAISOMIMW D1  BRYUWOAIW]
OOIODAUS:a |- MITYDHBOS AMMIejo allaNlejo WIH &000 Alaf @OdWIeE!I MIWALICLIMEEBUY
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(2.o., 17/12)

$IMVACHIS- I@AMINaJ0o AW HOWILNM” CHBOMINAG alale@90S]

3
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(n.2., 18/12)
2WIYEMM MIVWAARo VW] M@0 EH@3 MVIOTMY ERENIBA] 2OV &I
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Panel for Indian system of medicine in school curriculum

A Parliamentary panel has suggested the Government to introduce different disciplines of Indian System of
Medicine (ISM) in the school curriculum to make students from early childhood aware of the concept of
mindfulness and holistic health that the AYUSH system is based on."The present poor health infrastructure in
the country demands more trained healthcare providers from the modern as well as ISM. The Committee,
therefore, is of the view that different disciplines of ISM should also be introduced in the school curriculum,"
said the report prepared by the panel headed by Rajya Sabha member Ram Gopal Yadav.

(P., 01/12)

GST leads to Rs 320 monthly saving for households: Study

Indian households are saving, on average, a monthly Rs 320 each on consumption of staples such as
cereals, edible oil and sugar as well as snacks and sweets under the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime that kicked into force on July 1, 2017, reducing the indirect tax burden on consumers, the finance
ministry said in an internal note. A household saves Rs 94 a month on the consumption of cereals such as
rice and crop because no GST is levied on them. Indirect taxes on cereals ranged from 2.5% to 2.75%
before the introduction of GST, according to the finance ministry. The note has been prepared by the
ministry to ascertain the impact of GST, two government officials said on condition of anonymity.

(H.T., 01/12)

Bar Council seeks de-recognition of 25 law colleges

A Bar Council of India (BCI) panel has recommended de-recognition of 25 law colleges after it found that
they were enrolling students without proper teaching staff in violation of the University of Grants
Commission (UGC) guidelines, according to aware of the developments. The panel found that the colleges
were not paying their faculty members as per the UGC norms, which has also led to their understaffing, the
added. The BCI, which is the regulator for legal education in the country, has also directed all law colleges to
transfer salaries to their teachers electronically to stop the practice of underpaying them.

(H.T., 02/12)

DRDO and Indian Army's SFC to initiate joint probe for Agni-III debacle

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Strategic Forces Command
(SFC) of Indian Army will jointly analyse the faults in Agni-III missile system that had failed to
perform during its first night trial. The 3000-km range surface-to-surface nuclear capable ballistic
missile had reportedly tumbled into the sea after travelling only around 115 km into its flight
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trajectory. The mission had to be terminated as the missile deviated from the flight path behaving
abnormally.On November 23, 2009, 2000-km range Agni-II missile had developed technical snags
during its first night trial and plunged into the sea after travelling a short distance. Indigenously
developed inertial navigation system had failed to perform as desired.

(N.LE., 02/12)

Nasa finds Chandrayaan-2’s Vikram lander, tweets pic of impact site on moon

Nasa said its satellite orbiting the Moon has found Vikram lander of Chandrayaan-2 which crashed
on the lunar surface in September. The US space agency also released an image showing the impact
site of the lander. The image, taken by Nasa’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO), also showed
associated debris field, with parts of Vikram lander scattered over almost two dozen locations
spanning several kilometers.In a statement, NASA said it released a mosaic image of the site on
September 26, inviting the public to search it for signs of the lander.

(H.T., 03/12)

Indian Navy’s first woman pilot takes wing

Sub lieutenant Shivangi carved out a place for herself in naval aviation history by becoming the first
woman pilot in the Indian Navy, a defence ministry spokesperson said. Until now, women officers
only served as observers on board aircraft such as the P-81 submarine hunters and Ilushyin-38, also
used for anti-submarine warfare.The 24-year-old, who grew up in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur district
chasing dreams of becoming a pilot, is thrilled about being a trailblazer.“The aircraft doesn’t
recognise gender. It doesn’t care whether the pilot is a man or a woman. It’s quite exhilarating that
my dream has come true. I have dreamt of flying since I was 10,” Shivangi told.

(H.T., 03/12)

Naidu launches low-cost vaccine for diarrhoea

Almost four years after India got its first indigenously made Rotavac vaccine to combat severe
diarrhoea causing rotavirus, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu launched vaccine's newer variant,
Rotavac 5D, a smaller dosage and low cost cold chain footprint form of its earlier oral
immunisation shot.Globally, Rotavirus disease burden is estimated at 200,000 deaths and about 2
million hospitalizations annually, mostly in low-income countries. While child deaths from
rotavirus have more than halved since 2000, almost half of the deaths each year occur in just four
countries: India, Pakistan, Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of Congo, according to the WHO.

(P., 04/12)
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Parliament approves bill to merge two UTs

Parliament passed a bill to merge two Union territories Daman & Diu, and Dadra & Nagar Haveli
into one unit.The Rajya Sabha passed the Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu (Merger of
Union Territories) Bill, 2019 through voice vote. Lok Sabha had passed this bill on November
27.Responding to the bill, minister of state for home G Kishen Reddy said that the measure will
help in strengthening administrative efficiency and fast track the development of the two union
territories. Merging will also help in cutting down administrative cost, he said, adding the move was
supported by civil societies along with the elected member of Parliament of that area.

(HL.T., 04/12)

India conducts fresh night trial of Prithvi-2 missile: Report

India successfully conducted another night trial of its indigenously developed nuclear capable
Prithvi-2 missile as part of a user trial for the armed forces from a test range in Odisha coast, a
defence source said.The flight test of the surface-to-surface missile was carried out barely a
fortnight after two back-to-back trials of the Prithvi-2 were conducted successfully at night from the
same base on November 20.The trial of the surface-to-surface missile, which has a strike range of
350 kilometres, was carried out from a mobile launcher of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at
Chandipur near Balasore at around 7.50 pm.

(H.T., 04/12)

WHO, Ayush ministry develop standardised terminologies for traditional medicine systems

As part of its global strategy to strengthen the quality, safety and effectiveness of traditional and
complementary medicines, the World Health Organisation (WHO) has developed standardized
terminologies for the Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha systems.The terms relate to basic principles,
fundamental theories, human structure and function, diagnosis, diseases, disease patterns and body
constitutions, medicines, food, therapies, preventive and promotive health interventions etc. of the
respective medical systems that will help facilitate better communication between practitioners of
modern and traditional medicine, and support integration of traditional medicine into the national
health system.In collaboration with the ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha,
Sowa Rigpa and Homoeopathy (Ayush), the WHO reviewed the ‘Standard International
Terminologies Documents’ during a three-day meeting in India’s oldest post-graduate college for
Ayurveda in Jamnagar, Gujarat, that concluded on Wednesday.

(H.T., 05/12)

Govt for mandatory linking of mobile numbers with vehicles

The Centre proposed mandatory linking of mobile numbers of vehicle owners for any services
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related to the vehicles, including registration, pollution certification and renewal, from April 1,
2020.The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways issued a draft notification on Wednesday,
inviting public comments within 30 days.The move comes on a day the Cabinet cleared the
Personal Data Protection 2019 bill aimed at regulating the processing of personal data by public and
private entities.The road transport ministry collects and holds data as part of the issuance of vehicle
registration certificates (RCs) and driver licences (DLs).

(H.T., 05/12)

Anglo-Indians left out as Bill to extend quota in legislature gets nod

When the Union Cabinet approved extension of reservation for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes in Parliament and state Assemblies for 10 more years, it did away with the reservation for
Anglo-Indians in legislative bodies.The reservation for SC/ST communities and the Anglo-Indian
community was to expire in January 2020, but the new Bill will extend the reservation for SC and
ST communities by 10 years, till January 25, 2030.To ensure representation of the communities in
elected legislative bodies, similar to reservation for SCs and STs, Anglo-Indians were provided two
nominated seats in the Lok Sabha and nominated seats in certain state Assemblies.But, according to
the new Bill, it will cease to exist in January. The nominated Anglo-Indian members of the
legislative bodies enjoy voting privileges similar to other members, except when it comes to the
election for President, as only elected members of both houses of Parliament, state Assemblies and
Legislative Councils are allowed to vote as the electoral college.

(I.E., 06/12)

RBI holds rate,slashes growth forecast to 5%

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) defied expectations by keeping its policy rate unchanged at 5.15%
even as it downgraded its growth projection for the year to 5% — an indication, experts said, that
the central bank either understands the limited role of monetary interventions in reviving growth or
wants to wait till banks pass on the earlier cuts or both. They added that RBI may have also turned
cautious because of a recent spike in inflation. The move surprised many, with the consensus
opinion ahead of the policy being that RBI would continue to ease interest rates to revive growth.
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth for the three months ended September came in at 4.5%, the
lowest since March 2013.

(H.T., 06/12)

MHA sanctions Rs 100 crore to set up women help desks in police stations

The Home Ministry has sanctioned Rs 100 crore from the Nirbhaya fund to set up women help
desks in police stations across the country.A home ministry statement said the women help desks
would focus on making police stations more women-friendly and approachable, as they would be
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the first and single point of contact for any woman walking into a police station.The ministry has
sanctioned a sum Rs 100 crore from the Nirbhaya fund for setting up and strengthening of the
women help desks in police stations, the statement said.The scheme would be implemented by the
states and Union Territories, and lady police officers would be deployed at these help desks.

(H.T., 06/12)

Supreme Court’s Ayodhya verdict failure of justice, say fresh review pleas

The November 9 judgment of the Supreme Court in the Ayodhya matter has resulted in the failure
of justice by sanctioning serious illegalities, at least seven separate review petitions filed in the
Supreme Court said.The review petitions were filed by individuals, who were parties to the case,
on the day marking the 27th anniversary of the demolition of Babri Masjid. The pleas have the
backing of the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB), an AIMPLB press release said.
The petitions challenge the verdict of the five-judge bench headed by then Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Ranjan Gogoi and also comprising current CJI SA Bobde and justices DY Chandrachud,
Ashok Bhushan and S Abdul Nazeer. The court had awarded the title of the 2.77-acre disputed land
to Ram Lalla Virajman, the child deity, while granting five acres to Muslims at an alternative site
for a new mosque. The court also asked the government to set up a trust to oversee the construction of
the temple and manage the disputed site.The petitioners submitted that the SC verdict took advantage
of the destruction of the mosque to award the title of the disputed land to Hindus, effectively holding
that had the mosque not been destroyed, the judgment would have ordered it to be destroyed. The
petitioners said the title could not have been awarded to Hindu parties based on exclusive possession
of the site since it has been admitted that Muslims entered and prayed there till 1949.

(H.T., 07/12)

Proactively deal with cases: MHA to states on crimes against women

The Union home ministry has written to all states in the wake of a recent spate of crimes against women,
underlining the need for “deterrence”, better implementation of laws and urging them to deal with
complaints in a “timely and proactive manner”.“I am writing in connection with the unfortunate incidents
of heinous sexual offence against women and girls recently,” Union home secretary Ajay Bhalla has said
in his letter to all states and Union territories.In his letter, Bhalla has asked chief secretaries to ensure
strict compliance with provisions in law to file “Zero” FIR in the event of cognizable offence. “It has also
been reiterated that failure in this regard, by any police official, is a punishable offence,” the letter stated.
Police personnel have to be more “responsive and sensitive in handling complaints against women”,
Bhalla has told the states.The home ministry has said that the country-wide Emergency Response
Support System “single, internationally recognised number -112- must be activated immediately”. The
facility is operational in 27 states in the country. “I would request the States/ Union Territories where this
service is yet to commence, to ensure that it commences immediately,” he has written.Bhalla has also
highlighted the need for better “forensic evidence” to deal with crimes against woman. The MHA has
stressed that individual states must ensure that forensic laboratories maintain their “operational
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independence”. He has asked states to “review their capacities, identify gaps, and take action for
modernisation of their Forensic Laboratories”. The MHA has asked states to ensure that their forensic
scientists and policemen are trained at the Bureau of Police Research and Development and the Lok
Nayak Jayaprakash Narayan National Institute of Criminology.

(H.T., 07/12)

Centre likely to extend forest clearances for over 40 mines

Forest clearances for over 40 mines on which leases are set to expire on March 31, 2020, are likely
be extended for new lessees that will take over the mines.The environment ministry has drafted a
policy of extending forest clearances for non-captive mines that have been already operating for the
past 50 years. The policy is now awaiting approval from the ministry of law and justice.According
to senior officials in the environment ministry, the extension of green clearances is necessary to
avert major disruptions in the mining industry. Environmental activists and researchers warned that
a transfer of clearances would pose the risk of past violations of by mining companies.

(H.T., 08/12)

2019 saw record 11 cyclonic disturbances over Indian Ocean after 127 yrs

As cyclonic storm 'Pawan' crossed over the Somalia coast and weakened into a deep depression, the
calendar year 2019 has witnessed 11 cyclonic disturbances developed over the India Ocean, a
phenomenon recorded after 127 years. Such development was last recorded in 1893.0f the 11
cyclonic disturbances, five were developed over the Arabian Sea while four of them turned into
severe intensity. Similarly, the Bay of Bengal (BoB) witnessed three cyclonic disturbances this year.
Of them, two developed into severe intensity. "India will break its previous record of having been
hit by the most number of tropical cyclones in a year. Back-to-back cyclones have caused havoc and
affected weather pattern in Indian Sub Continent. The maximum number of 10 cyclones developed
over north Indian Ocean during 1893, 1926, 1930 and 1976. The maximum number of five cyclones
with four severe cyclones developed over Arabian Sea during 1902," the India Meteorological
Department said.

(H.T., 08/12)

India, US may conclude water, space debris, S&T pacts

India and the US hope to conclude three key agreements on issues, including space and science, at
the second edition of the 2+2 ministerial dialogue in Washington on December 18. The two sides
are negotiating pacts on science and technology, water, and space that could entail technology
transfer and collaboration. The proposed pacts could be signed at the Foreign and Defence Minister,
or 2+2, dialogue in DC. The space deal will entail collaboration in handling space debris and
incidents of increased collision threat with operational spacecraft. The pact could lead to
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collaboration between ISRO’s Space Situational Awareness & Management (SSAM) and the
corresponding US agency.

(E.T., 09/12)

Health experts warn of emerging threat of Nipah virus

A deadly virus called Nipah carried by bats has already caused human outbreaks across South and
South East Asia and has "serious epidemic potential”, global health and infectious disease
specialists said. The virus, identified in 1999 in Malaysia and Singapore, has sparked outbreaks
with mortality rates of between 40% and 90% and spread thousands of kilometres to Bangladesh
and India - yet there are no drugs or vaccines against it, they said. "Twenty years have passed since
its discovery, but the world is still not adequately equipped to tackle the global health threat posed
by Nipah virus," said Richard Hatchett, chief executive of the CEPI Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations, which is co-leading a Nipah conference this week in Singapore. CEPI, a
partnership between disease experts, and public, private, philanthropic, and civil organisations, was
set up in 2017 to try to speed up the development of vaccines against newly emerging and unknown
infectious diseases.

(E.T., 09/12)

Lok Sabha passes bill to amend Arms Act

The Lok Sabha passed a bill providing a maximum punishment of life imprisonment for manufacturing
and carrying illegal arms, and which also seeks to rationalise and facilitate licensing procedures for the
use of firearms by individuals.The Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019, piloted by home minister Amit
Shah, was passed by the Lok Sabha after rejecting several amendments moved by Opposition
members.It also ensures that those using firearms in a rash or negligent manner in celebratory gunfire
will be punished with an imprisonment of up to two years or with a fine up to X1 lakh or both. The
proposed law is aimed at curbing crimes committed by using firearms, and to provide effective
deterrence, Shah said, replying to a nearly three-hour-long discussion in the Lower House.

(H.T., 10/12)

Birth registrations in India doubled in 10 years: Unicef

Birth registration in India has increased from 41% in 2005-2006 to 80% in 2015-2016, according to a
new Unicef report that said one in four of the world’s children remains invisible despite significant
global progress driven by India, Bangladesh and Nepal.Twenty-two states have attained birth
registration levels of more than 75% in the first year of birth in 2015-16, as compared to eight states
in 2005-06.Globally, children under five years, whose births were officially recorded, went up from
63% to 75% over the past decade, but 166 million children are unregistered, shows an analysis of data
from 174 countries published in the report called Birth Registration for Every Child by 2030.

(H.T., 11/12)
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Personal Data Protection Bill may give govt a wider berth on data surveillance

The proposed law to protect personal privacy in India gives the government more powers to access
people’s data over reasons such as safeguarding national security as compared to the law
recommended by an expert committee, according to a version set to be introduced in Parliament this
week. The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, which will underpin India’s first legal framework to
protect privacy after it was held as a fundamental right by the Supreme Court in 2017, has been
circulated among parliamentarians, according to a person aware of the development, who added that
MPs are likely to push for the bill to be sent to a joint committee for closer scrutiny. The bill
prepared by the ministry of electronics and information technology has several new and changed
provisions, including those that dilute some of the contentious data “localisation” requirements, and
requirements for social media giants such as Facebook and Twitter to carry out new identity
verification mechanisms.

(H.T., 11/12)

Personal data protection bill referred to House committee

Members in Lok Sabha referred the personal data protection bill to a new a parliamentary
committee, triggering strong protests from opposition MPs who said the move — steered by Union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad — sets a dangerous precedent for parliamentary procedure.The
personal data protection bill - covering how data of Indian users is stored, processed and transferred
- has been been criticised by experts, activists and lawmakers for being flawed and giving the
government unbridled powers to circumvent obligations to respect privacy over grounds such as
national security.The bill will be sent to a joint select committee, Union electronics and information
technology minister Prasad said in Lok Sabha after members pressed for greater scrutiny.

(H.T., 12/12)

In its 50th flight, PSLV launches ten satellites in orbit

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully placed an Indian radar earth imaging
satellite and nine customer satellites from four other countries in orbit. This was the 50th flight of India’s
workhorse Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). In the 26 years since its development, the launch
vehicle has placed 61 Indian and 319 customer satellites in space. The PSLV C48 took off from the first
launch pad at Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh at 03:25 pm. It injected into space the Indian satellite — RISAT
2BR1 —a 628 kg radar imaging earth observation satellite that will have applications in agriculture,
forestry, and disaster management support. In just over 16 minutes from the launch, the satellite was
placed at an altitude of 576 km.The PSLV has also been used for India’s space exploration missions, such
as the Mars Orbiter Mission, Chandrayaan 1, and AstroSat, the first dedicated Indian astronomy mission.

(H.T., 12/12)
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Bill for maintenance of parents and senior citizens introduced in LS

Persons intentionally abusing their parents or senior citizens under their care and protection or
abandoning them may be sentenced to six months’ imprisonment or slapped with a fine of Rs
10,000 or both, according to the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, introduced in the Lok Sabha. The legislation defines “abuse” as physical,
verbal, emotional and economic abuse, neglect and abandonment, causing assault, injury, physical
or mental suffering. “Children” in relation to a parent or a senior citizen means son or daughter,
whether biological, adoptive or step-child, and includes son-in-law, daughter-in-law, grandson,
grand-daughter and legal guardians of minor children. Son-in-law and daughter-in-law have also
been brought under provision of the Bill besides son or daughter of the senior citizens.

(P., 12/12)

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill gets President Kovind’s assent, becomes an Act

President Ram Nath Kovind gave his nod to the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019, turning it
into an Act. The Act comes into effect with its publication in the official gazette, according to a
government notification. In keeping with the Act, members of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi
and Christian communities who have come from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan till
December 31, 2014 and have faced religious persecution there will not be treated as illegal
immigrants but given Indian citizenship.The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill was passed by the
Rajya Sabha on Wednesday and by Lok Sabha on Monday.

(H.T., 13/12)

Govt proposes new rules for registration of vintage cars

The Centre proposed draft rules to streamline the process of regulating and registering vintage cars.
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways formulated a draft order ‘Regulation of Vintage
Motor Vehicles Order, 2019’. The draft rules are aimed at preservation of vintage vehicles owing to
their historic, cultural, technical and aesthetic significance.According to the Central Motor Vehicle
rules, the central government currently exempts vehicles taking part in vintage car rallies from
registration. The rules define any car older than 50 years as a vintage car.As per the order, all
vintage motor vehicles shall not, however, be driven or plied on the roads for regular purposes and
shall not be used for any commercial purposes.

(H.T., 13/12)

New Army post to deal with on ground situations

Indian Army will soon get a new post of the Deputy Chief of Army Staff (DCOAS) but it resulted
from the way Doklam was handled on ground.A senior Army officer told that Army hierarchy
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realised that there was a way to quicken the decision-making process right from situation
assessment, decision making for deployment and getting arms and store in lesser time.“There were
branches and departments which we analysed took time in positioning troops and procuring the
suitable store.”The restructuring is aimed at making the Army agile, shedding the flab in order to
fight the modern wars. The post of new Deputy Chief is one of the few changes proposed of which
Ministry has approved. The new DCOAS (Strategy) will have the heads (Director General) of the
Operations (DGMO), Intelligence (DGMI), Planning and Perspective (DGPP), Operational
Logistics and yet to be created DG Information Warfare.

(N.LE., 14/12)

Northeast burns as anti-citizenship act protests reach Bengal, Uttar Pradesh

While Assam witnessed a violence-free day on Friday though agitators continued to defy curfew to
organise protests, a massive rally heading to the Meghalaya Governor’s residence in Shillong
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act turned violent, leaving several injured.Protests against the
new law also spread to West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh and even New Delhi, prompting Home
Minister Amit Shah to cancel his visits to Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh scheduled for Sunday-
Monday.The Meghalaya rally had been organised by the Confederation of Meghalaya Social
Organisations (COMSOQ), an umbrella outfit of student bodies, which is demanding extension of the
inner line permit regime to the state.Meanwhile, violence escalated in Bengal with protestors
targeting four railway stations and engaging in arson.

(N.LE., 14/12)

Government looks to modernise functioning of Akashvani

The government has sanctioned 177 projects for the upgradation of Akashvani during the period
2017-2020.This information was shared in response to an unstarred Lok Sabha question on
Friday.The modernisation of the Akashvani is a continuous ever-evolving process. The projects for
upgradation and expansion include projects for setting up of FM transmitters/stations at existing and
new locations, replacement of medium wave (MW) and short wave (SW) transmitters, digitisation
of studios and regional news units.

(N.LE., 14/12)

NHALI to operate more hybrid lanes until 75% of vehicles are fitted with fastag

With more than 50% of the vehicle owners have not fitted their vehicles with radio frequency
identification (RFID) based FASTag and deficit of supply of the tag, the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has extended the window period for another 30 days from December 15
for smooth transformation to the mandatory usage of FASTag under electronic toll collection (ETC)
programme.The chairman of NHAI Sukbir Singh Sandhu has asked the regional officers of the
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NHALI to take call in converting the FASTag lane into hybrid lane as temporary measures. He,
however, instructed the ROs not to convert more than 25% of FASTag lanes of fee plaza to hybrid
lanes during the period.

(T.0.1., 15/12)
Arms (Amendment) Bill turns law, gets President's nod

New Arms (Amendment) Act has come into force with President Ram Nath Kovind giving his
assent to a Bill cleared by Parliament earlier this week to help the government in controlling
proliferation of illegal arms and ammunition in the country.Kovind gave his approval to the Act
which provides for enhancement of period of arms licence from three years to five years and
issuance of arms licence in its electronic form for rationalising and facilitating the licensing
procedures for use of firearms by individuals as well as to curb crimes committed by using illegal
firearms.The Act aimed at providing effective deterrence against violation of law.

(N.LE., 15/12)

Draft bill to check violence on doctors takes back seat

A bill drafted by the health ministry to check violence against doctors and other healthcare
professionals has been put on the back-burner with the home ministry stating that there was no need
for a separate law in this regard, officials said.The Health Services Personnel and Clinical
Establishments (Prohibition of Violence and Damage to Property) Bill, 2019, sought to punish
people who assault on-duty doctors and other healthcare professionals by imposing a jail term of up
to 10 years.The call for a comprehensive legislation to check violence against healthcare
professionals gained momentum against the backdrop of rising instances of such cases and damage
to the property of clinical establishments across the country. The health ministry had intended to
introduce the bill during the winter session of Parliament, which ended on December 13.

(H.T., 16/12)

Sharp drop in education loans under Central scheme since inception

A Central scheme meant to help students pursue higher and technical education by facilitating easy
education loans is going through its worst phase since its inception. For, the number of education
loans given out to students under the Credit Guarantee Fund for Education Loans scheme has gone
down by a third in the last three years, figures show.As per the government data, only about 44,000
students availed the loan the current financial year, though the Union Human Resources
Development ministry has set a target of offering it to nearly 3.3 lakh students per year.The scheme
launched in 2009 is meant to help students receive long-term education loans of up to Rs 7.50 lakh
without banks seeking any collateral security and third-party guarantee as the government is the
guarantor. Another scheme meant for students with family income of less than Rs 4.5 lakh per
annum, too, is eligible for loans under the 2009 scheme.

(N.LE., 16/12)
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India slips to 112th rank on WEF’s gender gap index, in bottom 5 on health, economic fronts

India has slipped four places to rank 112th globally in terms of gender gap amid widening disparity
in terms of women’s health and survival and economic participation -- the two areas where the
country is now ranked in the bottom-five, an annual survey showed.While Iceland remains the
world’s most gender-neutral country, India has moved down the ladder from its 108th position last
year on the World Economic Forum’s Gender Gap Report to rank below countries like China
(106th), Sri Lanka (102nd), Nepal (101st), Brazil (92nd), Indonesia (85th) and Bangladesh
(50th).Yemen is ranked the worst (153rd), while Iraq is 152nd and Pakistan 151st.

(H.T., 17/12)

Lt Gen Manoj Naravane to succeed Gen Bipin Rawat as next army chief

Lieutenant General Manoj Mukund Naravane will take the reins of the Indian Army after current
chief General Bipin Rawat’s term ends on December 31, two senior officers aware of the
developments said. The appointments committee of the Cabinet has cleared Naravane’s
appointment as the next army chief, said the first officer on the condition of anonymity. The Centre
is yet to make an official announcement.There has been no announcement so far on India’s first
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) that was expected this month along with the appointment of the new
army chief. The CDS will have powers to direct the three service chiefs and to create new theatre
commands for an optimal military response in case of hostilities.

(H.T., 17/12)

Government mulls OBC quota in navodaya schools, Kendriya Vidyalayas

In a decision that will have political ramifications, the Union Human Resources Development
Ministry plans to implement OBC quota in Kendriya Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
from the next academic session.Till now, there was no provision for reservation for OBC students at
school level though SC/ST students were given reservations.There are 1,228 KVs in India under the
Department of School Education & Literacy of the HRD Ministry with 13 lakh students.It is the
largest chain of schools globally.At present, 15% of all fresh admissions in KVs are reserved for SC
students, 7.5% for the ST category and 3% for differently abled children.

(H.T., 18/12)

Twin success for supersonic BrahMos

India tasted twin success with supersonic cruise missile BrahMos in a coordinated exercise for the
first time.The Army conducted a test of upgraded land-attack variant of the missile and Air Force test-
fired the cruise weapon from Sukhoi-30 MKI off Odisha coast. While the success of air-launch version of
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BrahMos paved the way for its early induction in the Air Force, land version, already in service, was
flight-tested with indigenous seeker as part of operational user training exercise.The test, conducted in
user configuration, revalidated the ship attack capability of the advanced air-launched cruise missile.

(H.T., 18/12)
States seek share of ‘super rich’ tax to compensate for GST dues

The Centre should give the states a share of cesses and surcharges, including the super-rich tax
levied on people earning over Rs 2 crore a year, according to one of the suggestions made at a
meeting of state ministers (including some chief ministers) and Union finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. A group of chief ministers, deputy chief ministers, state finance ministers, and other
ministers from the states participated in pre-budget consultations with Sitharaman on Wednesday.
They expressed concerns about a slowdown in the economy, suggested several measures, including
a pause to the fiscal deficit target to revive the growth rate, and asked the Centre to compensate
them for their revenue loss due to a sharp cut in corporate tax rate that involved a Rs 1.45 lakh crore
loss to the exchequer, two officials familiar with the matter said on condition of anonymity.

(H.T., 19/12)
Regular monitoring for heavy metals in soil-food crops soon

The country’s apex food safety regulator, Food Safety Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), along
with the Ministry of Agriculture, will soon start regular monitoring for presence of heavy metals,
including lead, arsenic, cadmium and mercury, in soil-food crops. “The presence of heavy metals,
especially lead, arsenic, cadmium and mercury, is an area of concern that we aim to check through
regular monitoring, like in case of pesticides,” FSSAI CEO Pawan Agarwal said.In a recently
released result of the food and beverages samples analysed, the FSSAI found that 4% of the
100,000 samples analysed by states and union territories were unsafe. FSSAI has commissioned
another pan-India survey to understand the extent of the problem.

(H.T., 19/12)

Upgraded version of Pinaka guided rocket system successfully Test-fired from base on Odisha coast

An upgraded version of Indias indigenously developed Pinaka guided rocket system was
successfully test-fired from a base on Odisha coast on Thursday in a boost to the Armys artillery
power, defence sources said. The multi-barrel rocket launch system, developed by Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO), was fired from the Proof and Experimental Establishment
firing test range at Chandipur near here around noon, they said.The weapon system, mounted on a
Tatra truck, is equipped with state-of-the-art guidance kit comprising an advanced navigation and
control system, DRDO sources said.The indigenously developed guided Pinaka system is all set to
significantly boost the capability of the artillery to hit the targets with precision and accuracy, the
sources said.

(P., 20/12)
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Anti-CAA protest: Gates of 16 Delhi metro stations closed

The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation closed entry and exit gates of 16 stations for commuters in view
of protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act.Earlier in the morning, the DMRC had closed
gates of seven stations, including Jamia Millia, Jama Masjid and Munirka. Seven more stations
were closed soon after, followed by two more."Entry & exit gates of Vasant Vihar and Mandi House
are closed. Interchange facility is available at Mandi House," the DMRC said in its latest
tweet.Metro stations which are closed include Patel Chowk, Lok Kalyan Marg, Udyog Bhawan,
ITO, Pragati Maidan and Khan Market.The gates of Central Secretariat were also closed but
interchange facility was available for passengers. Other stations which are closed are: Jasola Vihar
Shaheen Bagh, Lal Quila, Vishwa Vidyalaya.

(P., 20/12)

Nationwide protests against citizenship law continue; many booked

Protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and the all-India National Register of
Citizens (NRC) continued to take on Friday, even as clashes between police personnel and
protestors intensified in different places across the country.In Madhya Pradesh, peaceful protests
were held in many cities, including Ujjain, Damoh and Rajgarh, but violence broke out in parts of
Jabalpur city due to which curfew was imposed by authorities. After the city’s Gohalpur and
Hanumantal localities, parts of Kotwali and Adhartal were brought under curfew, Jabalpur District
Collector Bharat Yadav said.Mobile Internet services remain suspended till noon on Saturday in
Jabalpur, Bhopal and Indore, after protesters pelted stones at police in Jabalpur, surrounding a
policeman and breaking the glass panes of a police vehicle. At least six personnel were injured in
the protests.

(N.LE., 21/12)

India set to sign $930-mn deal for 6 Apache attack helicopters

India is all set to hammer out a deal with the United States for six Apache attack helicopters for the
army, two government officials said . The army will deploy attack helicopters for the first time.The
Boeing-manufactured helicopters and associated equipment cleared by the council are expected to
cost around $930 million. “The Apache purchase is before the cabinet committee on security for
final clearance. The deal will be inked in early 2020,” said one of the officials cited above, asking
not to be named.The AH-64E Apache multi-role combat helicopters are being bought under the US
foreign military sales programme, Washington’s government-to-government method for selling US-
built platforms. The deliveries of the helicopters will begin in 2022, the second official said.

(N.LE., 21/12)
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Indian Army retaliates strongly to Pakistan's ceasefire violation in J&K's Neelum Valley

Pakistan resorted to unprovoked ceasefire violation from its positions in the Neelum Valley in Pakistan
occupied Kashmir (PoK).In response to the provocative actions by Pakistan Army, the Indian Army
retaliated strongly around midnight on Friday. Pakistan has been violating ceasefire in the Tangdhar and
the Kanzalwan sectors along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir sector.The Pakistanis had tried to
do a BAT action a few days back in the Sunderbani sector in which one Indian soldier had lost life while
two Pakistani elite Special Services Group commandos were killed in Indian Army retaliatory action.

(N.LE., 22/12)

After onions, cooking oil gets costlier for aam aadmi

After onion and garlic, prices of edible oil have registered a sharp rise due to costlier
imports.Consumers will have to dig deeper into their pockets as the cooking oil prices may rise
further, say oil industry experts.Palm oil prices have shot up by Rs 20 a litre (more than 35 per cent)
in the last two months. Palm oil's meteoric rally has led to a sharp rise in the prices of other edible
oils."The prices of all edible oils have increased following the rise in palm oil over the last two
months. Due to costlier imports from Malaysia and Indonesia, edible oil prices are likely to see a
further increase," Oil-oilseed market expert Salil Jain said.

(N.LE., 22/12)

New guidelines to ship out noise from the Indian Ocean region soon

Mumbai The Indian Ocean Region (IOR), which includes Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal and the southern
Indian Ocean, will soon have standards to ensure noise pollution is curtailed at sea.After concerns raised
by several research bodies in India and abroad regarding the impact of shipping noise on the health of
marine mammals, the ministry of shipping said the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) — an
international regulatory body— had decided to implement noise abatement measures.“Marine traffic
noise has risen. As shipping is on international waters, it does not come only under the jurisdiction of the
Indian government,” said S Barik, chief surveyor and additional director general, ministry of shipping.

(H.T., 23/12)

Deployment of Indian Army's integrated battle groups to be done soon

In order to facilitate rapid deployment with added firepower to take on potential enemies on its
borders, the Indian Army has decided to reconstitute its standing forces into 12 modernized
integrated battle groups (IBG’s).The reconstitution of the close to 12 lakh-strong standing Army is
part of the restructuring process which was started in mid-2018, under which Army, organisationally
and operationally, is being prepared to face future war imperatives.The forces reassigned and
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reconstituted would be smaller but swifter with greater combat thrust with need-based presence of
combat support, logistics and service units.The first IBGs will be reconstituted from the three Corps
covering the Western and Northern borders.

(N.LE., 23/12)

Army has its eye set on dual use technology for civil and military purposes

The Army is working to raise the level of involvement of the private industry in the indigenisation
process of military equipment and specifically in the domain of dual use technology, which can be
used for both civil and military purpose. Army chief General Bipin Rawat said, “With dual use
technology and readjusting the commercial specifications Indian Army is working to involve private
industry into indigenisation process.”The Army has endeavoured to be more open towards the
industry and has converted stringent military specifications for number of its equipment into
commercial grade specifications, added the Army Chief, who was speaking at the Army Technology
Seminar on the theme ‘Technologies for Non Contact Warfare’ at Manekshaw Centre, Delhi
Cantonment.

(N.LE., 24/12)

Road accidents leading cause of death among 15-39-year-old males: Survey

According to a research paper published by The Lancet Public Health journal, road injury was the
leading cause of death in India among 15-39-year-old males in 2017 and was the second leading
cause for both sexes combined.As per the research findings, more than half of 2.2 lakh road injury
deaths in India in 2017 were among pedestrians and motorcyclists.If the estimated trends are to
continue, no state in India is likely to meet the SDG 2020 target of reducing the road injury deaths
by half from 2015 to 2020 or even by 2030, the research supported by the Indian Council of
Medical Research noted.

(N.LE., 24/12)

World’s cheapest, biggest telecom market faces life-threatening crisis

From being the world’s cheapest and fastest growing market, India’s telecom sector is sputtering as
it faces life-threatening liability running into billions of dollars, a crisis that may alter the character
of an industry that has already seen a painful price war destroying profits and push several operators
out of the market.The Supreme Court order for including non-core revenue in telecom groups’ gross
adjusted revenue -- the figure on which the levies are charged -- revived the rivalry between the old
operators and Mukesh Ambani’s low-cost upstart Reliance Jio during 2019, but there are signs of a
truce with the rival camps agreeing to raise tariffs and also favouring regulator’s intervention in
fixing floor or minimum tariffs.With 1 gigabyte (GB) of mobile data costing just USD 0.26

December 2019 News Digest 36




National News

compared to USD 12.37 in the US and USD 6.66 in the UK, India in 2019 emerged as the nation
with the cheapest telecom tariff in the world. It was also the fastest-growing telecom market.

(H.T., 25/12)

Government comes up with 7,522 crore package for fisheries sector

The Centre has created a 7,522.48 crore package for infrastructure development of the fisheries
sector, especially in coastal states, in line with the objective of doubling farmers’ incomes, Union
fisheries and animal husbandry minister Giriraj Singh said.The fund will mainly be used by the
coastal states to invest in infrastructure facilities for deep-sea fishing, post-harvesting, cage culture
and export promotion of fish and marine products.As part of the initiative, the first tripartite
memorandum of agreement has been signed between the department of fisheries, National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development (Nabard) and the Tamil Nadu government for marine
infrastructure development of farmers under the Fisheries and Aquaculture Development Fund
(FIDF). The fund will provide subsidised finance to eligible farmer collectives, cooperatives,
individuals and marine entrepreneurs.

(H.T., 25/12)

PM Modi launches scheme for groundwater conservation

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation the world’s longest mountain tunnel and
launched a groundwater conservation mission, both named after Atal Bihari Vajpayee, on the latter’s
95th birth anniversary.The Atal tunnel, an underground passage of strategic importance beneath
Rohtang Pass in Himachal Pradesh, cuts the road distance between Leh in the Union territory of
Ladakh and Himachal’s Manali by 46 hours and reduces travel time between Leh and Manali by
five hours. It will increase the country’s all-weather access to Leh, Ladakh, Kargil and other remote
parts of Jammu Kashmir.The decision to construct a strategic tunnel below Rohtang Pass was taken
on June 3, 2000 when Vajpayee was the prime minister. The 8.8-km-long tunnel is the world’s
longest, and located above an altitude of 3,000 metres took over 19 years to complete. The tunnel
will facilitate quicker movement of material and manpower across destination in Jammu and
Kashmir.

(H.T., 26/12)

House panel may seek changes in labour code

A parliamentary panel may seek key changes in the Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code after it was flooded with demands by various organisations and trade bodies to be
more flexible over rules for small and medium enterprises and to allow them to work longer hours,
and have shared facilities such as creches.The parliamentary committee on labour is reviewing the
OSH code, one of the four codes aimed at overhauling India’s archaic labour sector laws to make
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them more industry- and worker-friendly. Out of the four codes, the wage code has already been
cleared by Parliament. Another, the code on industrial relations, has been cleared by the Union
cabinet. According to prevailing laws and international norms, up to eight hours of work is allowed
following the first International Labour Organization (ILO) convention in 1919.

(H.T., 26/12)
UGC may permit on-demand tests

University students in the coming years may get to decide the time and place of when they sit for
examinations as higher education sector regulator UGC has given a go-ahead to the concept of on-
demand testing.In its latest guidelines on evaluation reforms which were released by Union human
resources development (HRD) minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, the University Grants
Commission has held that a new national board should be created to conduct examinations on
demand.The guidelines say that initially the new board will conduct exams for popular degree
programs across the undergraduate and postgraduate levels.The committee had suggested the
introduction of encrypted barcodes to curb malpractice in examinations. The UGC, also came out
with guidelines on inculcation of human values and professional ethics in educational institutions.

(H.T., 27/12)
Aadhaar is now compulsory for this pension scheme for senior citizens

The government has made Aadhaar mandatory for subscribers of the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana
Yojana (PMVVY), a pension scheme for senior citizens.The scheme, which envisages an assured rate of
return of 8 per cent annually, is being implemented through Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC).
The scheme was announced in Union Budgets of 2017-18 and 2018-19.“An individual eligible for
receiving the benefit under the scheme shall hereby be required to furnish proof of possession of Aadhaar
number (the unique 12-digit biometric identity number) or undergo Aadhaar authentication,” according
to a finance ministry notification.The notification, dated December 23, has been issued under the
Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016.

(H.T., 27/12)

Floods in North India killed over 1,900 people this year, displaced over three million: Report

Floods in north India killed 1,900 people this year and forced more than three million out of their homes,
according to a new report, which said these weather events reflected trends being driven by climate
change."Cyclone Fani was the strongest storm to make landfall in India in over 20 years, hitting India
and Bangladesh from May 2 to 4, 2019 with wind speeds up to 200 km/h and led to storm surges of 1.5
metre."May and June saw 28 billion US dollar of damage in Asia. Cyclone Fani struck India and
Bangladesh, parts of China experienced their highest rainfall for 60 years and in Northern India, a
stronger than usual monsoon led to floods that killed 1,900 people," the report said.It said the floods
reflect trends that are being driven by climate change which makes extreme rainfall more common.

(N.LE., 28/12)
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Govt launches index to rank State

A good governance index (GGI) was launched on Wednesday by the Central Government to assess
the State of governance in the country, according to a statement issued by the Personnel
Ministry.The objectives of GGI are to provide quantifiable data to compare the State of Governance
in all States and Union territories, enable them to formulate and implement suitable strategies for
improving governance and shift to result oriented approaches and administration, the statement
said.Various principles have been kept in mind while selecting the indicators, i.e. It should be easy
to understand and calculate, citizen-centric and result driven, leading to improved results and
applicable to all States and UTs, among others, it said.

(P., 28/12)

Chief of Defence Staff can serve up to 65 yrs

In a precursor to the announcement of who India’s first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) will be, a
gazette notification issued on Saturday set 65 as the maximum serving age for India’s “first among
equals” in the armed forces.The appointment of a CDS was cleared by the government on
December 24. The government has not announced the name of the country’s first CDS, but serving
army chief General Bipin Rawat is widely seen as the front-runner for the top post. He finishes his
term as army chief on December 31.“Provided that the Central Government may, if considered
necessary, in public interest , so to do, give extension of service to the Chief of Defence Staff...for
such period or periods as it may deem necessary subject to maximum age of 65 years,” said the
notification, which comes under the Army (Amendment Rules) 2019.

(H.T., 29/12)

Navy plans to build 24 submarines, six of them nuclear powered

To strengthen its underwater fleet, the Indian Navy plans to build 24 submarines, including six
nuclear attack submarines, a parliamentary panel was told.The Navy also told the panel that Medium
Refit Life Certification (MRLC) of submarine Sindhuraj has been held up since the Russian side has
not been able to submit bank guarantees and integrity pact due to sanctions imposed by the US.In its
report tabled this month, the Navy stated that there are presently 15 conventional submarines and two
nuclear submarines in its fleet. The Indian Navy has two nuclear submarines -- INS Arihant and INS
Chakra, the latter being leased from Russia.Majority of the conventional submarines are over 25 years
old. Thirteen submarines age between 17 and 32 years, it said.

(H.T., 29/12)

Health ministry plans policy for rare diseases’ treatment

In order to provide relief to millions of patients that are estimated to be suffering from rare
disorders in India, the Union health ministry has been working on a draft National Policy for
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Treatment of Rare Diseases that will soon be made public for feedback from stakeholders such as
state governments, advocacy groups, patients etc.There is no universally accepted definition of rare
disease; however, the World Health Organisation defines rare disease as an often debilitating
lifelong disease or disorder with a prevalence of 1 or less per 1,000 population. Different countries
have their own definitions to suit their specific requirements, and according to the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), it is one in 2,500 people or less.

(H.T., 29/12)
Hemant Soren sworn in, Oppn leaders band together

Hemant Soren on Sunday took oath as the 11th chief minister of Jharkhand in a ceremony billed as
a show of strength by opposition parties amid nationwide protests against the amended citizenship
act and a proposed move for an all-India National Register of Citizens (NRC).The alliance of
Soren’s Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM), the Congress and the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) cruised
to a majority in the 81-member state assembly in the recently held elections, clinching power from
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government in the state.On Sunday, governor Droupadi Murmu
administered the oaths of office and secrecy to 44-year-old Soren, who became the state’s chief
minister for the second time.

(H.T., 30/12)
Govt panel okays animal testing at PG level medical colleges

The expert committee formed by Union health ministry has suggested against doing away with the
practice of use of animals for experimentation at the post graduate level in medical colleges, in a
notification released earlier this month.The expert committee was formedto look into the feasibility
of entirely doing away with animal use in laboratory experiments for training in post graduate (PG)
medical education and switching over to non-animal based modules, as suggested by the ministry of
environment, forest and climate change.“The Board of governors regulating medical education is of
the view that there are still certain areas of learning and training in medical education where animal
experimentation is needed,” said Dr VK Paul, chairman, board of governors for the Medical
Council of India (MCI).

(H.T., 30/12)
Navy bans use of social media, smartphones for personnel

A new directive issued by the Indian Navy on Friday has banned the use of social media and
smartphones for all its personnel. The move has come after seven sailors in Vishakapatnam were
arrested for allegedly passing on information to Pakistan, through a spying racket which had agents
posing as women on social media. The case was cracked this month by the Andhra Pradesh police
that found a ‘hawala’ operator managing the operation with the help of Navy personnel posted in
Mumbai, Karwar and Vizag.The order first reported by the Stratpost website says, “Recent case of
inimical elements targeting naval personnel over social media to elicit sensitive/operational
information is a matter of serious concern necessitating stringent correctives.”

(H.T., 31/12)
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General Rawat appointed India’s 1st Chief of Defence Staff

The Union government announced that General Bipin Rawat will be India’s first Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS), heading the newly created department of military affairs and acting as the principal
military adviser to the defence minister on all matters related to the tri-services, an announcement
that came a day before his retirement as the Indian Army chief.The development, perhaps the most
significant reform in top military management in India, comes four months after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced in his Independence Day speech the creation of the post for more
effective coordination between the three armed forces. Rawat will take over as CDS on
Tuesday.The creation of a CDS was suggested almost two decades ago by the Kargil Review
Committee (KRC) in February 2000.

(H.T,, 31/12)
Centre says forest cover rising, triggers a debate

India recorded a 0.56% improvement in its forest cover since 2017, taking total forest cover to
21.67% of India’s geographical area, the India State of Forest 2019 report released said, although
experts expressed concerns about plantations being included in the definition of forests and the
relative youth of many of the country’s forests. Union environment minister Prakash Javadekar,
who released the report on Monday, said India is among very few countries that may be recording
an increase in forest cover.Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal
Pradesh recorded the highest increase in forest and tree cover while Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, Meghalaya recorded the highest losses.

(H.T., 31/12)
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ANDHRA PRADESH
Andhra government to come up with law to bring rapists to book in 21 days

Stating that his government will come up with a revolutionary law to deal with perpetrators of
crimes against women and children, Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy indicated that a Bill to
ensure stringent punishment to culprits within 21 days, if there is conclusive evidence, would be
tabled in the House.During a short discussion on ‘security of women in the State’ in the Assembly,
Jagan said he was pained at the incidents of crime against women and children and decided to bring
a Bill to ensure speedy justice to victims wherever there is conclusive evidence.

(N.LE., 10/12)
Andhra Pradesh assembly passes School Education Regulatory Bill

The State Legislative Assembly passed the Andhra Pradesh School Education Regulatory and
Monitoring Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2019, which aims at expanding the scope of regulating
fee structure and improving education standards in private junior colleges, besides ensuring 25 per
cent reservation to poor students.Tabling the Bill, Education Minister Adimulapu Suresh said it
aims to bring junior colleges under the ambit of the Monitoring Commission, headed by a retired
High Court judge.The Bill became necessary to check commercialisation in the education sector as
private and corporate institutions have been charging huge amounts as fee in the name of coaching
for EAMCET, IIT, NEET and other competitive exams, along with the regular courses. This
adversely affects government schools and colleges, he said.

(N.LE.,13/12)
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana drop plan on Godavari water diversion

The Telangana and Andhra Pradesh governments have dropped the plan to jointly divert Godavari
waters to the Krishna river basin. Both the Telugu states still remain at odds over the diversion of
Godavari waters and eventually came up with their own individual plans within their territories.The
Andhra Pradesh government is going ahead with its own plan of diverting water from Polavaram to
Penna basin through Banakacherla reservoir. With this, the Telangana state government has also
devised its own plan of diverting Godavari water from Kaleshwaram to supplement the Nagarjuna
Sagar Project (NSP) ayacut.

(N.LE.,14/12)
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Andhra government to adopt blockchain tech to end land record tampering

To put an end to tampering of land records, the State government has decided to adopt blockchain
technology. The talks with 4-5 companies are at preliminary stages and the government will take a
final call after the winter session of the Assembly. Deputy Chief Minister (Revenue) Pilli Subash
Chandra Bose exuded confidence that the blockchain technology will come in handy for perfect
maintenance of land records.“At present, every one, right from the data entry operator, is changing
land records, which ultimately lead to land disputes. But once getting purification of land records
and implementing the blockchain technology, it will be impossible to tamper,” he said.Stating that
the ongoing exercise of purifying land records will be completed by May 31, 2020, Bose said the
government will announce the details in every village and give one month for receiving objections

(N.LE.,16/12)
Panel recommends Vizag as Andhra Pradesh’s capital

A six-member expert cl0ommittee formed by the Andhra Pradesh government has recommended
that Visakhapatnam be the main capital of the state instead of Amaravati. In its report submitted to
chief minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, the committee headed by retired IAS officer G Nageshwar
Rao said Visakhapatnam would be the seat of state administration — secretariat, department offices
and the chief minister’s office, besides a separate high court bench and the assembly complex for
the budget session.Amaravati will have Raj Bhavan and the assembly complex that will host the
monsoon and winter sessions, besides the Amaravati bench of the state high court.

(N.LE.,21/12)
ASSAM
Assam up in arms against Citizenship Amendment Bill

Protests over the Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB), which is expected to be tabled in the Lok
Sabha on Monday, have intensified in Assam, prompting chief minister Sarbananda Sonowal to call
for peace.The bill seeks to grant Indian citizenship to non-Muslim refugees from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan escaping religious persecution there. It proposes to make people from
Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Christian and Parsi faiths who entered India till December 31, 2014,
eligible for citizenship.A large section opposing the bill also says it will nullify the provisions of the
Assam Accord of 1985, which fixed March 24, 1971, as the cut-off date for deportation of all illegal
immigrants irrespective of religion.

(H.T., 09/12)
Almost 1.3 lakh people declared foreigners in Assam

The ministry of home affairs (MHA) informed the Parliament that 1,29,009 people have been
declared as foreigners while 1,14,225 people have been declared as Indians by the Foreigners
Tribunals in Assam as of October 2019. It added that 289 declared foreigners have been kept under
detention in 2019 in Assam while 4 Bangladeshis and 2 Afghan nationals, after declaration as being
foreigners, have been deported. In all, 227 foreigners have been deported to the countries of their
origin from Assam till December 5, 2019. Minister of state for home Nityanand Rai informed the
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Lok Sabha that “no children has been declared as a foreigner by the Foreigner Tribunals”. He added
as per information provided by Assam government, total 4,68,905 cases were referred to the
foreigners tribunals’ in Assam till October 2019.

(H.T., 11/12)
BIHAR
Organic farming corridors to be put up at 12 river-side towns of Bihar

In a move to give a boost to organic farming,'Organic Farming Corridors' along both sides of the river
Ganga in 12 cities of Bihar including Patna, will be developed in the next few years. The corridors,
which are in the progress, will be coming under the state's ambitious "Third Agriculture Roadmap", for
the years 2017-2022 with an attached budget of Rs 1.55 lakh crore. Under these corridors,farmers
would be encouraged and helped to resort to organic farming by using organic manures. In a state like
Bihar, which has made a huge progress in the cultivation of vegetables and other crops like paddy and
potatoes, the organic farming corridors would give a major boost to the economy of farmers.

(N.LE.,15/12)
250 farmers deprived of government benefits for stubble burning in Bihar

Bihar's agriculture department has denied all aids under the direct benefit transfer (DBT) system to
250 farmers who were caught stubble-burning in their fields by officials during an awareness drive.
The state government has imposed a blanket ban on stubble burning in the fields to check air
pollution and save diminishing fertility of the soil. CM Nitish Kumar had recently issued a strict
warning to the farmers that if they indulge in stubble burning in their farmlands,financial assistance
and subsidies under government schemes would be denied. Carrying out the directive, 250 farmers
were caught stubble burning during an awareness drive conducted by the department.

(N.LE.,16/12)
DELHI

After construction ban, Delhi government aims for 100 new Mohalla clinics by
December

The AAP led Delhi government is aiming to come up with 100 new Mohalla Clinics in the city,
which will take the total count up to more than 400. According to officials from the health
department, some out of these new clinics will be porta cabins while others will be on rented
premises.To tackle the lack of sufficient plot for establishing the Mohalla clinics, the Delhi
government has started looking for premises on a rental basis.Mohalla Clinics are primary health
centres in the union territory of New Delhi in India, that offer a basic package of essential health
services including medicines, diagnostics, and consultation free of cost.

(N.L.E., 03/12)
Delhi employees to get health checks paid by state govt

Delhi government employees over the age of 40 have been asked to get their health examinations
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done under a new scheme that makes annual check-ups a part of performance appraisal reports,
according to government officials and documents. The check-ups, which will be mandatory for
employees across the board irrespective of their rank and designation, will be paid for by the
government.The modalities of the scheme, first initiated by lieutenant-governor (L-G) Anil Baijal
on August 1, were finalised by the Delhi government on November 25, and circulars were sent out
to all departments between December 1 and 14.The Delhi government has around 200,000
employees. It was not immediately clear how many of them are over the age of 40 because there is
no centralised database, and employee records are maintained individually by the over 100
departments of the administration.

(H.T.,26/12)
Delhi restaurants will now have menus in Braille

The Delhi State Commissioner of Person with Disabilities (PWD) has recently passed an order to
almost 400 hotel and restaurants stating that they should print menus in Braille for the benefit of the
visually impaired.“All the members which are part of the Federation of Hotel and Restaurant
Association of India (FHRAI) have been instructed to implement the order given by the court.
Many PwD people who visit hotels maybe alone and Braille would be very helpful. As per the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 access to public services is mandatory,” said
commissioner T D Dhariyal.The order further specifies that the Ministry of Tourism should “put
together the relevant provisions/requirements/measurement and designs for various facilities in the
hotels and restaurants irrespective of their category in a smaller booklet by extracting the same from
the Harmonised Guidelines.

(N.LE.,27/12)

Private firm to secure East Delhi vehicle-free road, in exchange for managing
parking sites

The East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC) has found a novel way to ensure security of its
pedestrianised roads without having to worry about paying for it or make sure that vehicles keep to
the no-entry rule. The corporation has decided to handover security of the roads to a private
company, which in turn will be allowed to run the parking facilities and earn their fee from it. The
civic body believes that this way, it would be in the firm’s interest to keep vehicles off the road and
utilise the parking facilities.The three municipal corporations of Delhi (MCDs), have several
projects to pedestrianise certain stretches and also beautify them.Under directions of the Ministry of
Home Affairs, the three municipal corporations of Delhi and the New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) have been trying to turn few popular markets in their areas to “pedestrian only” to
decongest them and enhance shoppers’ experience.

(H.T.,29/12)
GOA
Goa University offers land to government to set up solar panels

Even as the state’s power department is finding it a challenge to identify open land on which to set
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up solar panels, the Goa University (GU) has written to the state government offering its vast open
spaces to install solar panels. As part of its mission to make its campus a green one, the varsity has
already given its nod for setting up solar panels on rooftops of all its buildings. The work of
installing the panels is currently on and once completed, will meet 40% of the university’s power
requirement. By also offering its open spaces to set up solar panels, GU is hoping to meet 80% of
its power requirement through renewable energy sources in the future. The cost of solar panels is
borne by the state government and the power generated will be fed to the area grid. Goa University
will, in turn, get commensurate concession on the institution’s electricity bills from the state.

(N.LE.,17/12)

HARYANA
Radio collars to be put on leopards in Haryana

In order to reduce the man-animal conflict in the region, the Haryana wildlife department has now
decided to radio-collar the big cats to track their movements and to study their activities.The state
wildlife department has sent this proposal to Haryana chief secretary Keshni Anand Arora, sources
said. If the proposal is cleared, the wild life department will start the process of putting radio collars
on leopards.It can then try to prevent the big cats from entering any populated areas in the state and
if at all they enter they could be easily located and rescued.An official of the department said that
many leopards become man eaters as they hunt dogs, humans. Installation of the collars can also
help in the study of their hunting pattern, official added.

(N.LE.,24/12)
HIMACHAL PRADESH
Atal Rohtang, world’s longest mountain tunnel, dedicated to nation by Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the Atal Rohtang tunnel to the nation and also launched
the Atal Bhujal Yojana at a function in the capital’s Vigyan Bhawan on the occasion of former prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s birth anniversary. The Rohtang tunnel in Himachal Pradesh, which
is the longest mountain tunnel in the world, cuts the road distance between Leh and Manali by 46
hours and reduces the travel time by five hours.“This is a gift to the people of Himachal Pradesh on
the occasion of Vajpayee-ji’s birthday. The Atal tunnel is a national tunnel of great importance both
from the point of view of tourism and national security,” the prime minister said.The decision to
construct a strategic tunnel below the Rohtang Pass was taken on June 3, 2000 when Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was the prime minister. The 8.8-km-long tunnel is the world’s longest above an altitude of
3,000 metres.

(HL.T.,26/12)
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JAMMU & KASHMIR
J&K Panchs start week-long hunger strike over MGNERGA funds, security cover

Dozens of panches and sarpanches began a week-long hunger strike here in support of their various
demands, including the clearance of Rs 1,000 crore liabilities under the Centre’s flagship
MGNERGA scheme.The hunger strike under the banner of the All Jammu & Kashmir Panchayat
Conference (AJKPC) was also to press for security cover to all sarpanches and panches in the
vulnerable areas and enhancement of monthly honorarium given at the rate of Rs 2,500 to
sarpanches and Rs 1,000 to panches.

(P., 04/12)
Over 8,000 vehicles stranded in Kashmir

Over 8,000 vehicles were stranded in Kashmir as the Srinagar-Jammu Highway remained closed for
the second day on Sunday after landslides blocked the road, officials said. The highway was closed
after a landslide hit a road in Ramban on Saturday.“It was a big landslide and will take two to three
days to clear the road. The Highway will open either on Monday evening or Tuesday morning,” said
superintendent of police traffic (rural), Muzaffar Shah.The traffic police officer said that thousands
of vehicles were stranded on the Highway from Kashmir side. “More than 8000 trucks and small
goods vehicles are stranded on our side. There are no passenger vehicles,” Shah said.

(H.T.,23/12)

KARNATAKA
Sahaaya 2.0 from 2020, promises to be user-friendly

With its Sahaaya app not working up to the mark in helping people register complaints, the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) is now coming up with its 2.0 version.The app was
launched in 2016 as a one-stop platform to register complaints related to the civic body. However,
people complain that none of the grievances is addressed and even before a complaint is addressed,
there would a message saying it is “resolved”. Scheduled for launch on January 1, the upgraded
version is expected to solve the problem.Another first of its kind app - ‘Namma Bengaluru App’ - is
set to come up by mid-January with BBMP, BDA, BESCOM, BWSSB being its stakeholders.

(N.LE., 25/12)
Subsidised canteens by, for state govt employees

These canteens will be of the state government employees, for the employees and by the employees.
Probably the first-ever subsidised canteen in the country for government employees, both serving and
retired, where one can get goods from electronics to groceries at a cheaper price.According to the
Karnataka State Government Employees Association sources, there are about 5.8 lakh employees
working in the State government. Of whom, around 2 lakh are school teachers. Each member will be
given an identity card with a unique number.The very purpose of a subsidised canteen is to enable our
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employees buy goods at affordable prices. Groceries, including food grains, electronic items like
washing machines, mixers, music systems, television sets, computers, refrigerators and even cell
phones will be sold. The canteen will also have cosmetics and essential items like bags, umbrellas and
many more. All these will be branded just like the ones available at military canteens.

(N.LE.,28/12)

MAHARASHTRA
Maharashtra government to review bullet train project

Maharashtra chief minister Uddhav Thackeray ordered a review of the Rs 1.2 lakh crore Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train project as part of a wider audit of infrastructure projects in the state to
determine the priorities of the new administration.The 59-year-old also said his government will
withdraw all cases against people protesting in September against the felling of trees to make way
for a metro car shed in Mumbai’s Aarey Milk Colony, and reiterated his commitment to an
unconditional farm loan waiver.

(H.T,, 02/12)
Soon, eateries in malls could stay open 24x7

The long-pending ‘24x7 Mumbai nightlife’ plan has got a fillip, with the BMC deciding to allow
eateries in malls across Mumbai to stay open through the night. The project is the brainchild of
Aaditya Thackeray, who held a meeting with BMC chief Praveen Pardeshi and Mumbai police
commissioner Sanjay Barve to discuss the plan.The plan was first pitched in 2013 by Thackeray, but
it did not move ahead as the police department had raised security concerns. However, now with a
Shiv Sena-led government in power, the state government is pushing for Thackeray’s pet project.

(H.T., 05/12)
CM Uddhav Thackeray moots idea of one housing body

Chief minister Uddhav Thackeray mooted the idea of having a single housing planning authority in
order to have a “slum-free” Mumbai and create more scope for affordable housing. In his first visit
to the BMC headquarters after taking over as the CM, Thackeray took stock of various on-going
infrastructure and development works and discussed ways to increase tourism. Major infrastructure
projects like the Coastal Road and GMLR were discussed. “Various authorities like SRA, BMC and
Mhada are working to build affordable houses. Instead, we need to consider having a single
planning authority,” the CM said in a statement.BMC chief Praveen Pardeshi also gave a
presentation on ‘Vision 2030°, which included a plan for sustainable roads, ways to fulfil city’s
water needs by 2030, etc.

(H.T., 06/12)
Shiv Sena to launch pilot project of 'Rs 10 meal' scheme in Mumbai

The ruling Shiv Sena will launch a pilot project of the much-anticipated 'Rs 10 meal' scheme
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intended for the poor at Mulund on Friday to coincide with Dr Ambedkar Mahaparinirwan Divas' or
the 63rd death anniversary of Dr B.R. Ambedkar.The affordable meal scheme, which was a part of
the Shiv Sena-Nationalist Congress Party-Congress' Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government's
official common minimum programme, will be formally launched sometime next month by the state
government, said Jagdish S. Shetty, a former Deputy Vibhag Pramukh of the party.The meal, known
as 'Shiv Thali' would comprise a wholesome plate with three chapatis, a vegetable dish, a portion of
rice-dal/curry and a sweets preparation, and the menu will change daily.

(H.T., 06/12)
Soon, Maharashtra government schools to get about 20,000 kitchen gardens

As many as 20,000 kitchen gardens will be set up in government schools across the state in the next
academic year. The produce from the kitchen gardens will be included in the mid-day meal.
The union government has sanctioned Rs20 crore under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan to set up the
kitchen gardens. Officials of the state education department have stated that the students would get
healthy meals and the move would also boost enrolment in schools. Deputy director of education
and in-charge of the mid-day meal scheme Padmashree Taldekar said that proposals are being
invited from schools that have the space and are willing to set up a kitchen garden. “Every school
will get funding worth Rs5,000. So far, almost 11,000 schools in Maharashtra have been successful
in running kitchen gardens.”

(T.0.L,18/12)

Mumbai needs to walk an extra mile to curb air pollution

A study released by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) said that Mumbai’s air has the
highest concentration of PM10 - a particulate matter of size 10 microns — among 24 cities in peninsular
India.The study stated that Mumbai had PM10 concentrations of 166 microgrammes per cubic metre
(ng/m3) in its air, two times the safe standard of 83 pg/m3 for its climatic zone — warm and humid, and
close to three times the safe standard of 60 pg/m3. PM is a mixture of dust, soot, chemicals, pollen and
other particles that remain suspended in the air, more so in winter when cold air traps the deadly
cocktail close to the ground. PM can enter the respiratory system and cause or aggravate ailments.
Another study has said that Mumbai has seen an 80% increase in the concentration of PM10 between
2007 and 2018, making it the most polluted of the country’s three major coastal cities (Mumbali,
Kolkata, and Chennai). PM10 levels in 2018 were also the highest in 20 years.

(H.T.,22/12)

MADHYA PRADESH
16 teachers in Madhya Pradesh lose jobs for failing efficiency test

As many as 16 permanent government school teachers were given forced retirement from their
services for failing to score 33% marks in the efficiency test conducted twice by the school
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education department to test their knowledge, minister of school education Prabhuram Chaudhary
said.This happened for the first time in the country, the minister added.According to a school
education department officer, 84 teachers from across the state failed in scoring 33% marks in the
efficiency test conducted twice and that too with the help of text books.

(H.T., 02/12)
Now, MP temples to get ‘qualified’ priests

Being a pure vegetarian, with no criminal record, minimum class 8 pass and having knowledge of
the ved puranas; these are some of the qualifications for a temple priest and head of a math (a
religious institution) in Madhya Pradesh, said an officer of spiritual department. The department,
which finalized the rules earlier this month, had started formulating them in February this year to
end disputes related to the appointment of head in a math and priest of government controlled
temples of the state to save the sanatan dharma, said the officer. According to the rules, head of a
math and priest should be of a good character and have knowledge of all the traditions of the
sanatan dharma and would be tested by religious gurus.

(H.T., 08/12)
MANIPUR
Manipur comes under inner line permit regime

The government notified the extension of the inner line permit (ILP) regime to Manipur on
Wednesday, seeking to blunt opposition to the Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) in the north-
eastern state. CAB is not applicable in states that come under the ILP regime. To visit such states,
outsiders, including people from other states of the country, need to take permission. Such states
also provide protection for locals in terms of land, jobs, and other facilities.Manipur is the fourth
state after Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram where the ILP regime is applicable. The
objective of the ILP system is to prevent settlement of other Indian nationals in the states that come
under it so as to protect the indigenous population.

(H.T., 12/12)
MIZORAM
At 17,897, Mizoram reports highest number of AIDS patients in India

Mizoram reported that at least 17,897 people are infected with HIV/AIDS, the highest in the
country, with around nine persons testing positive everyday in the State since the beginning of this
year.Over 42 per cent of those in the age group of 25-34 have tested positive for HIV in the state,
one of the least populated in the country, said officials of the Mizoram State AIDS Control Society
(MSACS) that released the data on the occasion of the World AIDS Day.Several awareness
programmes were organised here and across the state to mark the Day, which was on December
1.Officials said 2,557 fresh HIV cases were detected in 2018-19, which was “extremely high” as the
State has a merely ten lakh population.

(P., 03/12)
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NAGALAND

Nagaland declared ‘disturbed area’, MHA extends AFSPA in state by 6 months

The ministry of home affairs declared the entire state of Nagaland a “disturbed area” for six more
months, till June, under the controversial Armed Forces Special Protection Act (Afspa), which
empowers security forces to conduct operations anywhere and arrest anyone without any prior
notice.In a notification, the ministry said the central government was of the opinion that the area
comprising the whole state of Nagaland is in such a disturbed and dangerous condition that the use of
armed forces in aid of civil power is necessary.“Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred
by Section 3 of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (No. 28 of 1958), the central
government hereby declares that whole of the said state to be a ‘disturbed area’ for a period of six
months with effect from December 30, 2019 for the purpose of that Act,” the notification said.

(H.T.,31/12)
ODISHA
Enthusiastic start to ‘Meal for Plastic’ initiative in Bhubaneswar

The Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) rolled out its ‘Meal for Plastic’ initiative in the
city to beat plastic pollution. The initiative was launched across 11 Aahar centres in the Capital. A
beneficiary inaugurated the programme from the Aahar centre near Kalpana Square in presence of
Municipal Commissioner Prem Chandra Chaudhary and others.“Aahar centre is the right platform
to create awareness among households on proper management of the non-biodegradable waste,”
Chaudhary said.According to BMC officials, 10 kg plastic was collected in exchange of 20 Aahar
meal coupons on the first day at the Aahar Centre near Kalpana Square. Besides, one and half kg
plastic was collected from the Aahar centre at Rasulgarh.As per BMC guidelines, Aahaar Kendras
will accept only one kg plastic per person per day in exchange of two Aahar coupons.

(N.I.LE.,17/12)
Odisha Cabinet okays agriculture policy ‘Samridhi’

The State Government announced new agriculture policy ‘SAMRIDHI’ to ensure continuous
increase in income of farmers and make the process inclusive of small and marginal cultivators to
achieve sustainable, stable and scalable agriculture growth.The agriculture policy was approved at
the State Cabinet meeting presided over by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik here.Stating that the new
policy is focused on farmers’ wellbeing and has been formulated to build on the inherent strengths
of its agriculture and allied sectors, Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy told mediapersons after the
meeting that it aims to address the constraints the sector faces and make optimal use of resources
and emergence of accelerated economic growth in the State.

(H.T.,18/12)
Govt plans martial arts training for college girls

Higher education department will engage reputed and experienced martial arts institutes or sports
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organizations to provide self-defence training to college-going girls. The department will invite
expression of interest from organisations. The organisations will submit their bids by January 10.
The institutions must have prior experience in the art of imparting self-defence training to large
number of women with prior syllabi.

(N.LE.,21/12)
Govt plans martial arts training for college girls

Higher education department will engage reputed and experienced martial arts institutes or sports
organizations to provide self-defence training to college-going girls. The department will invite
expression of interest from organisations. The organisations will submit their bids by January 10.
The institutions must have prior experience in the art of imparting self-defence training to large
number of women with prior syllabi.

(N.LE.,21/12)
Odisha Police undergo training to tackle cybercrime

Commissionerate Police has organised a training programme for its personnel to impart skills to
curb cybercrimes as tech-savvy offenders have been adopting new ways to cheat public.Two police
officials from each police station in the Twin city attended the two-day training conducted by Crime
Branch at Commissionerate Police office here.The officials will then be provided advanced training,
which will be imparted by the experts from the banking sector, IT industry and others,
Commissioner of Police Sudhanshu Sarangi added.“Further training will be conducted with the help
of experts and required forensic labs will be set up in next two months to meet the emerging
challenges of cybercrime,” Commissionerate Police said in a tweet.

(N.LE.,30/12)
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao in all districts of Odisha

Worried over declining child sex ratio and rising crimes against women, State Government has
decided to implement the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme of the Centre in all 30
districts.Launched in 2015, the scheme was implemented only in Nayagarh district. It will be
extended to rest 29 districts as a tri-ministerial effort of Ministries of Women and Child Development,
Health and Family Welfare and Human Resource Development to address declining child sex ratio
and related issues of empowerment of girls and women.The scheme will be implemented in two
components - multi-sectoral intervention and media advocacy outreach activities.

(N.L.E.,30/12)
PUNJAB
Beneficiaries await health cards to undergo treatment

Launched to provide quality healthcare to rural community at affordable cost, Bhai Ghanhya Sehat
Sewa Scheme’s purpose seems defeated as thousands of cooperative societies’ members are waiting
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for their health cards. Roop Singh, 62, a marginal farmer from Muktsar Jandoke village, is required
to undergo a knee surgery. But, without a health card, his hopes of availing scheme’s benefits are
dashed for now. Roop’s is not the lone case as there are thousands like him for whom the scheme
stands useless. The policy for last financial year had lapsed on August 14, 2019. Though enrolment
for the current financial year started soon after, but the process hit a roadblock after the private
insurance firm backed out of the pact.

(H.T,, 01/12)
Punjab announces home drop for women by police between 9pm and 6am

Amid growing concerns over women safety, Punjab chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh
announced free police help to drop women safely home if they are stranded outside between 9 pm
and 6 am.The statewide facility will be available on DIAL 100, 112 and 181, through which the
woman caller will be connected immediately to the police control room (PCR).The pick-up and
drop facility will be available to women who do not have access to a safe vehicle, including taxi or
3-wheeler. To give the woman caller a sense of total security, the chief minister has directed that at
least one lady police officer should accompany her during the transportation.

(H.T., 04/12)
Chandigarh not to reduce traffic challans, but opts minimum fine in some

The Chandigarh administration has decided not to reduce the hefty traffic fines in amended motor
vehicles act and instead opted for minimum fine in a few cases where penalty range was specified, said a
senior official privy to the development.Sources said that for dangerous driving, UT opted for a
minimum fine that is 1,000 instead of the maximum penalty of 5,000 but for speeding, it opted for the
maximum fine of 2,000. Changes have been made in the maximum and minimum range in a few other
cases as well but overall the UT kept most of the fines unchanged as mentioned in the amended MV Act.

(H.T., 05/12)
Govt to spend X41.5 crore to develop 961 villages in Jalandhar

The state government has decided to spend I41.46 crore for development of 961 villages in Jalandhar
district under ‘Smart Village Campaign’. Jalandhar deputy commissioner (DC) Varinder Kumar Sharma
said the state government under this campaign has identified 961 villages, which will be developed from
the funds from finance commission.Sharma said an elaborate mechanism has been devised for smooth and
efficient execution of the development projects under this scheme.The work will be monitored through an
SVC mobile app, which would be released shortly by the chief minister, he added.

(H.T., 08/12)
RAJASTHAN
Polluted Sambhar lake to follow Chilika model after deaths of 20,000 migratory birds

The Rajasthan government will set up a standing committee on the lines of Odisha’s Chilika
development authority to better manage Sambhar Lake, India’s biggest inland saline wetland, which
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has seen deaths of 20,000 birds since November 10 due to pollution-bred disease called botulism. A
government draft report accessed last month ranked Sambhar Lake among India’s 34 worst
wetlands and a subsequent state government study found it’s water to be highly alkaline, saline, of
poor quality, and prone to bacterial growth-- indicating the damage done by pollution.

(H.T., 09/12)

Rajasthan government launches Rs 1,000 crore women empowerment fund

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot launched a Rs 1,000 crore fund for empowerment of women in
the state.The ‘Indira Mahila Shakti Nidhi’ fund will be used to empower women through various
schemes of the state government, including granting loans of up to Rs 1 crore to women self-help groups,
he said.“We are launching a separate fund of Rs 1,000 crore for women and the state government will not
leave any stone unturned to empower them,” Gehlot said during an event organised here as a part of his
government’s first anniversary.“We all have a responsibility to provide education to girls, save daughters
and abolish female foeticide. The state government has made many laws, but all the work cannot be done
by law. The society will also have to come forward,” the chief minister said.

(H.T.,19/12)
Gehlot Government starts first Janta Clinic in Rajasthan to treat the needy

Celebrating its first year since coming to power, the Ashok Gehlot-led Congress government has given a
special gift to the people of Jaipur — Janta Clinics, located close to their homes and mohallas.On
Wednesday, Chief Minister Gehlot inaugurated the first Janta clinic at Valmiki Basti in the Malviya
Nagar area to provide free primary health care to people living in slums.In its first phase, 12 Janta Clinics
will be opened in Jaipur where people would get free medicines, and free medical examination in some
cases. Later, in the second and third phases of this scheme, Janta Clinics will be opened in other areas.

(N.LE.,20/12)
Rajasthan tops in free medicine scheme in country

Rajasthan has emerged as leader in free medicine scheme yet again in the country. According to the
rankings of the states providing free medicines in the country issued by the ministry of health and
family welfare (MoHFW), the state has secured top position. National health mission of MoHFW
has issued a letter to health department informing that the state is ranked first in 16 states of the
country in implementation of the free medicine scheme. The state had launched the free medicine
scheme on October 2, 2011. The flagship scheme of chief minister Ashok Gehlot is improving as
more medicines have been included in the list of free medicines. Recently, the health department
has included medicines for free distribution for treatment of cancer, kidney and heart disorders.

(N.LE.,24/12)
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TAMIL NADU
HC reserves verdict on PIL for CBI probe into IIT-Madras student suicides

The Madras High Court Tuesday reserved its verdict on a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking
CBI investigation into suicides at the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (II'T-M).The PIL was
filed by the Loktantrik Yuva Janata Dal on November 25. Last year, IIT-M had been rocked by two
suicides as Shahal Kormath from Kerala took his life in September, followed by assistant professor
Aditi Simha’s suicide in December. This year, the institute had begun its year on a bleak note after
Gopal Babu, a native of Uttar Pradesh and Ranjana Kumari, a resident of Jharkhand, committed
suicide in January, followed by Fathima Latif in November. LYJD alleged students faced
discrimination in IITs on the basis of caste , religion and even language since students hailing from
backward areas are unable to converse fluently in English with people hailing from affluent sections
of society. Counsel for the case and Tamil Nadu state president of LYJD, V Rajagopal, told that the
government’s counsel had said in court that apart from Fathima’s case, complaints were not filed in
any other suicide.The case had been heard by a bench comprising justices M Sathyanarayan and R
Hemalatha on December 3. Rajagopal said the court had reserved its judgment after deliberation
and a verdict was expected anytime.Saleem said he had also registered a case with the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) regarding the student suicides.

(LE., 07/12)
SC gives green signal to Tamil Nadu civic polls

The decks for elections to the local bodies in Tamil Nadu have been cleared by the Supreme Court’s
order to hold the December 27 and 30 polls as per the 2011 census.The opposition parties in Tamil
Nadu led by the DMK had petitioned the Supreme Court seeking postponement of the civic polls
alleging the state election commission had used 1991 census data for the delimitation and other
poll-related determinations like reservations in wards etc, when the 2011 census data should have
been used.A bench headed by Chief Justice of India (CJI) SA Bobde gave the nod to elections after
the Tamil Nadu government confirmed using the 2011 census figures for all relevant exercises
linked to the upcoming panchayat elections in the state.

(H.T., 12/12)
Largest thermal plant proposed in TN among India's top 12 NPA

Tamil Nadu's largest 4,000 MW Cheyyur thermal power plant proposed near Chennai finds a place
among India's top 12 non-performing assets, according to a new report released by US-based
Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA).IEEFA report, released on
Wednesday, reviewed 12 non-performing assets (NPAs) in India’s thermal coal-fired generation
sector, some previously identified by the government, and others unable to operate at a competitive
price.“Each of the 12 non-performing assets we reviewed had questionable economics behind their
investment proposals, particularly as lower cost renewable alternatives can be built in a third of the
time and at 30% or lower cost to Indian electricity consumers,” says Tim Buckley, lead author of
the report and director of energy finance studies with IEEFA.

(N.LE.,19/12)
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The Nilgiris all set to go 100% organic

The Nilgiris is gearing up to become a total organic district.Recently, municipal administration and
rural development minister S P Velumani had declared the Nilgiris an ‘organic district’.
As a first step, 48 farmer producer companies (FPCs) in the district have been selected by the
horticulture department for ‘scope certification’. ‘Scope certification’ is issued after inspecting the
farming land which has been put under the process of organic farming. The companies, each
comprising 100 members, have started organic farming in their lands. It has been decided to ban
chemical pesticides and weedicides bearing ‘red’ and ‘yellow’ tags in the district.

(N.LE.,20/12)

TELANGANA

Case against four accused killed in encounter in Hyderabad for ‘attacking’ cops

A case was registered against four accused, arrested for the alleged rape and murder of a woman
veterinarian near here last month and killed in an encounter, for ‘attacking’ the police
personnel.Case under IPC sections 307 (attempt to murder), 176 (omission to give notice or
information to public servant by person legally bound to give it) and relevant sections of the Indian
Arms Act were registered against the accused.Based on a complaint filed by the in-charge of police
team that accompanied the four accused, the FIR was booked on Friday, a senior police official told
PTI.Meanwhile, an National Human Rights Commission team is scheduled to visit the place where
the encounter took place, on Saturday.All the four arrested accused in the rape and murder of the
25-year-old woman veterinarian were killed in ‘retaliatory’ firing by police at Chattanpalli near here
on Friday morning, when they were taken to the scene of crime to recover the victim’s phone, and
others pertaining to the case.The Cyberabad Police had said its personnel resorted to “retaliatory”
firing after two of the accused opened fire at them by snatching their weapons besides attacking the
latter with stones and sticks, resulting in injuries to two policemen.The post-mortem of four accused
was done in the Government District Hospital at Mahabubnagar district and it was
videographed.The four men, all lorry workers, aged between 20 and 26, were arrested on November
29 for allegedly raping and killing the woman by smothering her and later burning her body.

(LE., 07/12)

Telangana State tech body to give Al training, internship for IT students

The Telangana Information Technology Association (TITA) will be conducting an In-Plant Training
(IPT) cum industry tour from December 16 to December 28 on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
Machine Learning (ML).The 60-hour internship program aims to open doors of various IT
opportunities for the participants. Digithon has decided to take up this initiative to enhance the
industry required skills and knowledge among students and techies so that they can grab abundant
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opportunities.The two-week program seeks to train students and faculty on basics of Al and other
contentious topics of the industry besides giving an industry tour.Participants need to pay "6000 fee
the IPT cum internship and industry tour programme.

(N.LE.,13/12)

Secunderabad Cantonment resident develops app to weed out duplicate voters

Residents of Secunderabad Cantonment have been raising the issue of duplication of names in the
voters list in their area since long.But when things did not change, one resident from Ward 4,
Shravan Kumar, decided to take matters into his own hands.He has developed a mobile app which
can be used to find such duplicate voters listed more than once in electoral rolls. Shravan says these
discrepancies can then be reported to the concerned authorities.“I found out that there are multiple
entries of a single voter with different serial numbers. In another instance, a voter had multiple
entries with a different address, however, has the same husband/father’s name,” said Shravan.He
stated that the app has been developed in a way that if one types a name in the search option, it will
provide all similar-sounding names and their full details.

(N.L.E.,25/12)

TV artistes to get govt ID cards

The State government has decided to issue identity cards to around 900 TV artistes in the State by
January 4, announced Cinematography Minister Talasani Srinivas Yadav.After meeting with the TV
Artistes’ Association, the Minister said that the artistes were facing various issues, especially at
night after they return to Hyderabad from shooting spots.Association members told the Minister that
the police would harass them and register false cases against them. To avoid such inconveniences,
he promised them that the government would issue them ID cards.The Minister also assured them
that the government schemes would be implemented to eligible TV artistes too.

(N.LE.,29/12)

UTTARAKHAND

In Dehradun, govt to give laptops to meritorious students

In a bid to motivate students from government schools, the education department has decided to
give laptops to meritorious students from the next session, officials said.The education department
has sent a proposal to the state government for sanctioning the budget for giving laptops to students.
RK Kunwar, director of the education department said that a provision of Rs 1.5 crore has been
made for this in the financial year 2019-20.“Tt was decided that to motivate students to study better,
all those students who would get more than 80% in their 10th and 12th board examinations, will be
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given laptops. We are waiting for the state government to approve the budget for buying the laptops
which will be given from the next session,” he said.

(H.T.,23/12)
UTTAR PRADESH

Protecting cattle from cold in open shelters poses challenge for UP govt

After many stray cattle were reported to have died due to poor arrangements in cow shelters in several
districts during the rains this year, the state government now faces an even bigger challenge of
protecting four lakh cattle from the vagaries of winter.There are hundreds of makeshift cow shelters
running in the open with not even boundary walls around. The cattle staying there may be the most
vulnerable to fog and cold wave even as adequate arrangements are still not in place at most of these
places.There are around 3.75 lakh stray cattle living in 4,200 make-shift cow shelters and 392 kanji
houses and 98 cow protection centers since the Yogi Adityanath government ordered catching of stray
cattle in December last year after growing public outcry over the stray cattle menace.

(H.T., 01/12)
Uttar Pradesh reels under intense cold wave, around 143 dead so far

Inclement weather conditions threw life out of gear in Uttar Pradesh which is reeling under an intense cold
wave with maximum temperature hovering over 12-14 degree Celsius on Thursday. Around 40 persons
were reported dead in the state in the last 24 hours, taking the toll to 143 so far.Early morning fog disrupted
normal life in the state capital and a dozen trains were cancelled due to poor visibility. Respective district
administrations ordered to close the schools across the state till Saturday.The hospitals in the state have
been witnessing a huge rush of patients due to a spurt in cold-related medical conditions. Around nine
toddlers in different districts contracted pneumonia due to sweeping cold wave conditions.

(N.LE.,27/12)

UP assembly to ratify bill that has no provision for Anglo-Indian nomination

When the state assembly votes to ratify the Constitution (126th) Amendment Bill to extend
reservation to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (STs) for another 10 years the ratification
may ultimately mean bringing down its own strength from 404 to 403 members in Uttar Pradesh as
the bill does not provide for extending the nomination to the Anglo-Indian community.At present,
the Uttar Pradesh assembly has a seat reserved for nomination of an Anglo-Indian community
member. Although the union government is learnt to have given the assurance that the issue of
reservation to the Anglo-Indian community in Lok Sabha and state assemblies may be considered
separately, the provision for reservation to the community will end on January 25, 2020.

(H.T.,31/12)
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WEST BENGAL
Bengal government starts selling onion from ration shops

With onion prices continuing to bring tears to the eyes of common people, the West Bengal
government started selling the bulb at ration shops here and adjacent districts at heavily subsidised
rates.Every family with ration card was given 1 kg onion at Rs 59. In the local markets, the
vegetable is being sold for Rs 130-140 a kg, which is a seven-time increase in four months.Over the
past couple of weeks, the state government had been selling onion at Rs 59 a kg from its Sufal
Bangla stalls.“In making onion available to people at this rate, the government is giving subsidy of
Rs 50 per kg,” Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said and added, the pod was being sold by 430
Khadya Sathi (ration shop) dealers in Kolkata and suburbs.

(H.T., 10/12)
Bengal govt curtails Governor’s powers as chancellor of state universities

The acrimony between West Bengal governor Jagdeep Dhankhar and the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
government took an unprecedented turn on when the latter curtailed his powers as chancellor of state
universities through a set of new rules.This happened on a day when TMC lawmakers in the Rajya
Sabha demanded Dhankar’s removal and staged a walkout. The Bengal governor is chancellor of all
state universities by default with Visva Bharati, a Central university, being the sole exception. The
higher education department issued a gazette notification that abolished the chancellor’s secretariat,
reduced the chancellor’s role in choosing vice-chancellors, took away his power to convene meeting of
the highest bodies of the universities or take action against vice-chancellors.

(H.T., 11/12)
Anti-Citizenship Act stir enters third day in Bengal, internet services suspended

Protests over the amended Citizenship Act rocked parts of West Bengal for the third consecutive
day, prompting the state government to suspend internet services in six districts.Internet services
were suspended in Malda, Uttar Dinajpur, Murshidabad, Howrah, North 24 Parganas and parts of
South 24 Parganas districts to prevent rumour-mongering and circulation of fake news, especially
on social media, a senior government official said.Meanwhile, the ruling Trinamool Congress
(TMC) took out peaceful rallies in various parts of the state against the amended Citizenship Act.

(N.L.E.,15/12)

Skokokokokkkkkkkkk
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S Africa’s Zuma loses bid to appeal against bribe trial

A South African court dismissed former president Jacob Zuma’s attempts to appeal against a
corruption trial in which he faces charges related to a 1990s arms deal. The High Court in the
southeastern city of Pietermaritzburg ruled that “Mr Zuma’s leave to appeal is dismissed with
costs”.Zuma filed an appeal last month ahead of the initial October 15 trial date, dragging on a case
that has seen numerous legal turns over a decade and a half. He is alleged to have taken bribes
worth four million rand ($270,000, 240,000 euros) related to a $3.4 billion arms deal in 1999 when
he was deputy president.

(P, 01/12)
Hong Kong set for fresh weekend protests

Hong Kong police ended their two-week siege of a university campus that became a battleground
with pro-democracy protesters, as activists vowed to hold fresh rallies and strikes in the coming
days.Renewed calls to hit the streets came after Beijing and city leader Carrie Lam refused further
political concessions despite a landslide victory for pro-democracy parties in local elections last
weekend.Sunday’s district council polls delivered a stinging rebuke to the financial hub’s pro-
Beijing establishment and undermined their argument that a silent majority were tired of the nearly
six months of increasingly violent protests.

(P., 01/12)
Australia rolls out mobile phone detection cameras

The Australian state of New South Wales, home to the country’s largest city Sydney, rolled out mobile
phone detection cameras, hoping to cut the number of fatalities on its roads by a third over two years,
transport authorities said. The mobile phone detection programme, one of the first in the world, involves
cameras operating day and night in all weather conditions to determine if a driver is handling a mobile
phone, according to Transport for NSW, which manages the state’s transport services.

(H.T,, 02/12)
WHO wants standard HIV testing strategy

To reach out to the People living with HIV (PLHIV) who are yet to be diagnosed and get treatment, the
World Health Organisation (WHO) has issued new recommendations including a standard HIV testing
strategy using three consecutive reactive tests to provide an HIV positive diagnosis and HIV self-testing
to bring them under lifesaving care. The are atleast 8.1 million PLHIV who remain undiagnosed.The new
recommendations also include a range of innovative approaches to respond to contemporary needs.
Previously, most high burden countries were using two consecutive tests. The new approach of using
three tests can help countries achieve maximum accuracy in HIV testing.

(H.T., 02/12)
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Russian president Vladimir Putin signs law to label journalists as ‘foreign agents’

Russian President Vladimir Putin has signed a controversial law allowing independent journalists
and bloggers to be labelled as “foreign agents”, a move that critics say will violate media freedom.
Russian legislation passed in 2012 already gave authorities the power to brand media organisations
and NGOs as foreign agents, a term that has Soviet-era overtones. The new law, which now extends
to individuals, will come into effect immediately, according to a document published on the Russian
government website. Foreign agents, defined as involved in politics and receiving money from
abroad, must register with the justice ministry, label publications with the tag and submit detailed
paperwork or face fines.

(H.T., 03/12)
Former beauty queen barred from Miss World for being mother, files lawsuit

A former Miss Ukraine stripped of her crown and barred from competing for Miss World because
she is a mother has launched legal action against the contest, demanding a rule change.“We demand
a change of rules, @missworld”, allowing all women to participate, 24-year-old Veronika
Didusenko said on her Instagram after launching a campaign called #righttobeamother.Didusenko
was crowned Miss Ukraine in 2018, but was dethroned after the organisers found out that she has a
five-year-old son and disqualified from going on to compete for the Miss World title.

(H.T., 03/12)
'Power of Siberia' : Russia begins pumping gas to China via 8000 km pipeline

China and Russia have operatioanalised a mega natural gas pipeline connecting Siberia to northeast
China further fuelling political and economic ties between the two countries, which are increasingly
a pivot against US-led western powers.Called the “Power of Siberia”, the cross-border gas pipeline,
according to the official news agency, Xinhua, is over 8,000 km long with a 3,000-km section in
Russia and a 5,111-km stretch in China.China is the world’s largest energy consumer and demand
for natural gas is increasing in the country, especially in the northern part, as it gradually moves
from burning coal to cleaner energy for central household heating in winter.

(H.T., 04/12)

Kamala Harris, first Indian-American woman in US presidential race, bows out of 2020 bid

Kamala Harris, the first Indian American woman to run for the White House, announced she was
suspending her bid for lack of funds.First-term Senator Harris’s campaign was struggling with
depleting resources and several offices had been shut down in recent weeks and staff downsized.
There had also been reports of bitter in-fighting among factions in the campaign.Harris told her
supporters in an email she was suspending her campaign because of lack of funds. “I’ve taken stock
and looked at this from every angle, and over the last few days have come to one of the hardest
decisions of my life,” she wrote.

(H.T., 04/12)
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Gene-editing may have resulted in unknown mutations

The gene editing performed on Chinese twins last year meant to immunise them against HIV may have
failed in its purpose and created unintended mutations, scientists have said after the original research was
made public for the first time.Excerpts from the manuscript were released by the MIT Technology
Review for the purpose of showing how Chinese biophysicist He Jiankui ignored ethical and scientific
norms in creating the twins Lula and Nana, whose birth in late 2018 sent shockwaves through the
scientific world.A small percentage of people are born with immunity because of a mutation in a gene
called CCR5 and it was this gene that He claimed he had targeted using a powerful editing tool known as
CRISPR which has revolutionised the field since bursting on the scene in 2012.

(H.T., 05/12)
UK statue to honour Sikh soldiers unveiled

A statue to honour the role of thousands of Sikh soldiers who fought along with British forces in the
two World Wars has been unveiled in the west Yorkshire town of Huddersfield, which has a sizeable
Sikh community described as ‘vibrant’.The monument in the Greenhead Park marks the
culmination of a project of the Sikh Soldier Organisation (SSO), which coordinated donations and
other activities of the six feet high bronze statue that cost £65,000. A memorial to the Sikh soldiers
was unveiled in the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire in 2015.

(H.T., 05/12)
Mass animal slaughter to honour goddess Gadhimai’s legacy begins in Nepal

The stench of raw meat hung in the air and pools of blood dotted the muddy ground as what is
thought to be the world’s biggest animal sacrifice swung into action in a remote area of
Nepal.Efforts from activists and officials were expected to cut the death toll from the 200,000
butchered at the last Gadhimai Festival five years ago, but thousands of creatures were still set to be
killed over the two days.Many were hopeful the centuries-old tradition would end after the temple
authorities announced a ban in 2015 and Nepal’s supreme court directed the government to
discourage the bloodshed a year later.

(H.T., 06/12)
Democrats move toward impeaching Trump, with scant grumbling

House Democrats are charging toward impeaching President Donald Trump but not without pockets
of division, as lawmakers who began the summer divided largely rallied behind Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s cry that his actions leave them “no choice but to act.”The California Democrat’s
announcement that she was asking committee chairs to begin crafting articles of impeachment
hardly staunched grumbling that the effort was risky for swing district lawmakers whose 2018
victories gave the party House control. But the strong consensus among Democrats was that the
time had come to plunge forward.

(H.T., 06/12)
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White House rejects participation in ‘baseless’ impeachment probe

The White House on Friday responded to a deadline on an invitation to defend President Donald
Trump in his impeachment probe by denouncing the entire process as “baseless.”“As you know,
your impeachment inquiry is completely baseless,” White House chief lawyer Pat Cipollone wrote
in a letter to Jerrold Nadler, Democratic chairman of the Judiciary Committee in the House of
Representatives.While Cipollone did not specifically rule out the White House’s participation in the
process, the meaning was clear as he said Democrats had “wasted enough of America’s time with
this charade.”Cipollone issued the letter minutes before an end-of-business-hours deadline for the
White House to declare whether it would send representatives to the Judiciary Committee.The
committee is drawing up impeachment charges that the full House is expected to vote on later this
month.While Democrats are likely to get a majority to impeach Trump on allegations that he abused
his office by pressuring Ukraine to interfere in the 2020 US presidential election, his Republican
party will almost certainly acquit him in the Senate.

(H.T., 07/12)
US to start accepting applications for H-1B visa from April 1

The US has completed implementation of H-1B electronic registration process for the 2021 cap season
and the petitions for the most sought after work visa among Indian IT professionals will be accepted
from April 1 next year, the country’s immigration agency has announced.The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows the US companies to employ foreign workers in speciality occupations that
require theoretical or technical expertise. The technology companies depend on it to hire tens of
thousands of employees each year from countries like India and China.The US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS), the federal agency mandated with task of approving such applications,
on Friday announced that it had completed the process to implement the H-1B electronic registration
process for the 2021 cap season.The companies applying for H-1B visas for foreign workers for the fiscal
year 2021 would have to register online and pay a processing fee of USD 10.The USCIS would start
accepting the H-1B petitions from April 1, 2020 for the next fiscal year.

(H.T., 07/12)

North Korea says denuclearization not on negotiating table

North Korea said Saturday that denuclearization has “already gone out of the negotiation table” and
it does not need to have lengthy talks with the United States as the end-of-year deadline set by its
leader Kim Jong Un for substantial U.S. concessions in nuclear diplomacy looms.A statement
released by North Korea’s U.N. ambassador, Kim Song, accused the Trump administration of
persistently pursuing a “hostile policy” toward the country “in its attempt to stifle it” and of using
claims that the U.S. is engaged in a “sustained and substantial dialogue” with Pyongyang solely for
“its domestic political agenda.”Song’s statement was a response to Wednesday’s condemnation by
six European countries of North Korea’s 13 ballistic missile launches since May.

(H.T., 08/12)

December 2019 News Digest 63




International News

Myanmar’s Lady gambles image in Rohingya genocide lawsuit

From democracy champion to defending Myanmar against genocide charges, the shock decision by
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi to face the UN’s top court risks further damaging her image
overseas and deepening the siege mentality at home.“We stand with you,” proclaim billboards
across Myanmar, sporting beaming portraits of the Nobel laureate as she prepares to face the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) over the Rohingya crisis.Political parties and even some rebel
armed groups have also fallen over themselves to give their support, in a country where the
Rohingya garner little sympathy and are widely regarded as illegal immigrants.

(H.T., 08/12)
Finland elects youngest-ever prime minister

Finland’s Social Democrats elected a 34-year-old former transport minister to the post of prime
minister on Sunday, making her the youngest head of government in the country’s history.Sanna
Marin narrowly won Sunday’s vote to replace outgoing leader Antti Rinne, who resigned on
Tuesday after losing the confidence of the coalition partner Centre Party over his handling of a
postal strike.At 34, Marin also becomes one of the world’s youngest state leaders, ahead of
Ukraine’s prime minister Oleksiy Honcharuk, who is currently 35.

(H.T., 09/12)
Netanyahu pushes annexation plan as new elections loom

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu touted his plan to annex a swathe of the occupied West
Bank and Israeli settlements in a last-ditch effort to prevent another general election.“It’s time to
apply Israeli sovereignty over the Jordan Valley and legalise all the Judea and Samaria settlements,
those that are in settlement blocs and those outside of them,” he said. Netanyahu announced in
September, a week before general elections, that he planned to annex the Jordan Valley, which
accounts for around a third of the West Bank, if re-elected. Around 400,000 Israeli settlers live in
the West Bank alongside around 2.6 million Palestinians. The settlements are viewed as major
stumbling blocks to peace as they are built on land the Palestinians see as part of their future state.

(H.T., 09/12)
Five killed, 24 missing as New Zealand island volcano erupts

A volcano on a New Zealand island erupted with a towering blast of ash and scalding steam as
tourists were exploring the moon-like surface, killing five people and leaving perhaps two dozen
others missing and presumed dead. Eighteen others were rescued, some of them severely
burned.Police said that the site was still too dangerous hours later for rescuers to search for the
missing but that aircraft had seen no signs of life. “Based on the information we have, we do not
believe there are any survivors on the island,” police said in a statement.The terrifying disaster
immediately raised questions of why people were allowed to visit the island some 50 kilometres off
mainland New Zealand after scientists had noted an uptick in volcanic activity in recent weeks.
White Island is the tip of an undersea volcano.

(H.T., 10/12)
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Arms sales worldwide up nearly 5%, says new report

Arms sales rose by nearly five percent worldwide in 2018 in a market dominated by the United
States, according to a new report published Monday by the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI).The turnover of the 100 biggest arms manufacturers came to $420 billion, thanks
in large part to the US market, said the report.US manufacturers alone accounted for 59 percent of
the market, or a turnover of $246 billion, up 7.2 percent on the previous year.Russia was second in
the rankings for arms production, with 8.6 percent of the market, just ahead of the United Kingdom
on 8.4 percent and France on 5.5 percent.

(H.T., 10/12)
To Brexit or not to Brexit, that is the question in UK poll

The United Kingdom goes to the polls for the third time in four years in a febrile atmosphere
marked by allegations of lies, blurred party loyalties and deep anxieties about the future spawned by
the 2016 vote to leave the European Union.Former prime ministers John Major and Tony Blair
asking voters to vote against their own party candidates is one of several incongruities thrown up by
the election that will determine the shape and form of Brexit by the deadline of January 31, if at all
it happens.The basic fault-line between the two main contenders, Conservative and Labour, is this:
the former wants a majority to be able to deliver Brexit by the deadline on the basis of an agreement
reached, while the latter wants to re-negotiate it and hold another referendum.

(H.T., 11/12)

Nobel peace laureate Suu Kyi told to ‘stop the genocide’ in UN court showdown

Nobel peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi faced calls for Myanmar to “stop the genocide” of
Rohingya Muslims as she personally led her country’s defence at the UN’s top court.Suu Kyi,
whose silence about the plight of the Rohingya has tarnished her reputation as a rights icon, sat
through graphic accounts of murder and rape in the wood-panelled courtroom in The Hague.Rights
groups have criticised her decision to represent Myanmar at the International Court of Justice
against accusations by the west African state of The Gambia that it has breached the 1948 Genocide
Convention.Around 740,000 Rohingya fled to neighbouring Bangladesh after a bloody crackdown
by the Myanmar military in 2017 that UN investigators have already described as genocide.

(H.T., 11/12)

Bougainville votes overwhelmingly to become world’s newest nation

The South Pacific region of Bougainville voted overwhelmingly to become the world’s newest
nation by gaining independence from Papua New Guinea, results showed. Bougainville
Referendum Commission Chairman Bertie Ahern was cheered when he announced that more than
98% of valid ballots favored independence. The only other option in the vote was greater autonomy
from Papua New Guinea.The referendum is nonbinding, and independence would then need to be
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negotiated between leaders from Bougainville and Papua New Guinea. The final say would then go
to lawmakers in the Papua New Guinea Parliament. The process of becoming a separate nation
could take years to achieve.

(H.T., 12/12)
Indian-origin scientist finds dead probiotic that can fix leaky gut

A team led by an Indian-origin scientist has identified a dead probiotic that can reduce age-related
leaky gut and control harmful, ageing-related inflammation.Leaky gut, in which microbes and
bacteria in the gut leak into the blood stream through holes or cracks in the intestinal lining, causes
an increase in low-grade inflammation, and these conditions are common in older people. This
resulting inflammation is thought to play a role in the development of many age-related diseases,
such as diabetes, obesity, cancer, cardiovascular disease and decline in physical and cognitive
functions.In the study, Yadav’s team first screened eight strains of human-origin probiotics in
roundworms, a commonly used model with a short lifespan of 11 to 20 days.

(H.T,, 12/12)
Pentagon tests long-banned ballistic missile over Pacific

The Pentagon flight-tested a missile that had been banned under a treaty that the United States and
Russia abandoned last summer. Some U.S. arms control advocates said the test risks an unnecessary
arms race with Moscow.The prototype missile was configured to be armed with a non-nuclear
warhead. The Pentagon declined to disclose specifics beyond saying the missile was launched from
a “static launch stand” at Vandenberg Air Force Base in California and landed in the open ocean.
The Defense Department said the ballistic missile flew more than 500 miles.The test comes amid
growing uncertainty about the future of arms control. The last remaining treaty limitation on U.S.
and Russian nuclear weapons — the New START treaty of 2010 — is scheduled to expire in
February 2021.

(H.T., 13/12)
UN chief warns against ‘survival of the richest’ on climate

Failure to tackle global warming could result in economic disaster, the United Nations Secretary-
General warned in Madrid, as negotiators at the U.N. climate talks remained deadlocked over key
issues.Antonio Guterres said unrestrained climate change would allow only the “survival of the
richest,” while former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said the “absence of leadership” from
Washington was a big obstacle in the talks.“It’s very difficult to get this done if the United States of
America isn’t there,” the veteran diplomat told The Associated Press during an interview in the
Spanish capital, adding that he felt negotiators were holding their breath until the next U.S.
presidential election at the end of 2020.

(HL.T., 13/12)
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Pakistan, World Bank sign agreement for financing Khyber Pass Economic Corridor
project

Pakistan and the World Bank has signed a project agreement worth USD 406.6 million for financing
the Khyber Pass Economic Corridor (KPEC) project with an aim to promote economic
development.The signing ceremony was held at the Economic Affairs Division, Islamabad, The
Express Tribune reported.The project is aimed at constructing a 48km four-lane, dual carriageway,
high-speed and access-controlled motorway from Peshawar to Torkham border point with
Afghanistan in a bid to promote economic development and ensure uplift of the areas adjoining the
expressway and falling in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.

(N.LE., 14/12)
Traditional Thai massage get UNESCO heritage status

At Bangkok's Reclining Buddha temple, Krairath Chantrasri says he is a proud custodian of an
ancient skill -- the body-folding, sharp-elbowed techniques of Thai massage, which was added to
UNESCO's prestigious heritage list.Originating in India and practiced in Thailand for centuries, the
massage was popularized when a specialty school opened in the 1960s to train massage therapists
from around the world.Nuad Thai's addition to UNESCO's list of "Intangible Cultural Heritage"
practices "is historic," said the Thai delegate at the United Nations Economic, Scientific and
Cultural Organization meeting in Bogota, Colombia.The teachings focus on directing blood
circulation around problem areas to solve muscle aches -- sometimes drawing winces from clients
unaccustomed to the force applied.Studies have shown it can help relieve back pain, headaches,
insomnia, and even anxiety.

(N.LE., 14/12)
Jamaica's Toni-Ann Singh crowned Miss World 2019

Jamaica's Toni-Ann Singh has bagged the Miss World 2019 at an annual beauty pageant held here, with
India's Suman Rao becoming second runners-up.The 23-year-old Jamaican was declared the winner at a
televised event, hosted by British television personality Piers Morgan, held at Excel. London. Born to her
Indo-Caribbean father Bradshaw Singh and African-Caribbean mother Jahrine Bailey, Singh is a student
of women's studies and psychology at Florida State University and she aspires to be a medical doctor.

(N.LE., 15/12)
US to withdraw 4,000 troops from Afghanistan by next week

The United States has planned to withdraw around 4,000 of its servicemen from Afghanistan next
week in the wake of the resumption of the talks between Washington and Taliban, the local media
reported after citing US officials on Sunday.After the possible withdrawal, about 8,000-9,000 US
soldiers would remain in the war-torn country, while the total pullout would be phased and occur
over a few months, the NBC News broadcaster stated.The US and the Taliban had for nearly a year
been attempting to negotiate a peace deal that would ensure the withdrawal of foreign troops in
exchange for the GROUP'S guarantee that the country will not become a safe haven for terrorists.

(N.LE., 15/12)
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Longest UN climate talks end with no deal on carbon markets

The longest UN climate talks held here ended on Sunday with no deal on carbon markets as sleep-
deprived delegates from almost 200 countries, after two weeks of marathon negotiations, failed to
come up with more ambitious targets to cut greenhouse gas emissions to fulfil the terms of the 2015
Paris agreement.The negotiations which extended till Sunday saw no agreement on major issues
such as Article 6, loss and damage, and long term finance.Despite clear warnings from scientists
through 2019, record levels of protests and severe climate impacts, the COP25 talks held between
December 2 and 13 saw major differences between countries that are proving hard to resolve.

(N.LE., 16/12)
Tens of thousands evacuated in Italy as World War Il bomb defused

Around 54,000 people were evacuated from the southern Italian city of Brindisi on Sunday as
experts worked to defuse a World War II bomb, in the largest operation of its kind in the country,
media said.The British bomb, one-metre (three-feet) long and weighing 200 kilogrammes (440-
pounds), was found on November 2 during work on a cinema.The device was damaged by the
workers' equipment, making the operation more tricky.All residents within a 1.5-kilometre radius
were evacuated, and gas supplies were cut in homes within 500 metres of the site.Some air traffic
and rail services were also suspended.More than 1,000 members of the security forces and around
250 volunteers took part in the evacuation operation.

(N.LE., 16/12)
Dengue kills 120 in Sri Lanka, affects over 87,000 others

A severe dengue outbreak has claimed the lives of at least 120 people and affected over 87,000
others across 11 districts in the island country, health officials said here.Secretary of the
Government Medical Officers Association (GMOA) Haritha Aluthge told the local Daily Mirror
that the GMOA had informed new Health Minister Pavithra Wanniarachchi and the Secretary to the
Ministry of Health about the seriousness of the issue as over 10 districts were affected by the rapid
spread of the disease.The continuous rains in many parts of the island were considered as one of the
leading reasons for the spread of the virus.

(N.LE., 17/12)

20 Indians aboard commercial vessel kidnapped by pirates off western coast of
Africa

Twenty Indians on board a commercial vessel were kidnapped by pirates from the high seas off the
western coast of Africa and the government has taken up the issue with Nigerian authorities,
officials said.The incident comes 10 days after 18 Indians on board a Hong Kong-flagged vessel
were kidnapped by pirates near the Nigerian coast."We are concerned by the kidnapping of 20
Indian crew members (as reported by the shipping agency) from the vessel MT Duke in the high
seas off the western coast of Africa on December 15," External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar said.

(N.LE., 17/12)
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Ex-Pak President Pervez Musharraf sentenced to death by special court for high
treason

Former Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf was sentenced to death for high treason by a special
court. He is the first former military ruler to have been tried and convicted for treason.The case, along
with a bunch of others, was filed against him in 2013 after his return to Pakistan from four years of
self-imposed exile to run for parliament to “save” the troubled nuclear-armed state. In this, he faced
charges for suspending, subverting and abrogating the Constitution, imposing an emergency in the
country in November 2007 and detaining judges of Pakistan’s superior courts.Musharraf, who had left
Pakistan soon after he stepped down as President in 2008, exited the country a second time in March
2016 for “medical treatment”. He was declared an absconder in this case.

(H.T., 18/12)

Donald Trump objects to US House impeachment drive, calls it ‘perversion of
justice’

US President Donald Trump is angrily objecting to the House of Representatives’ articles of
impeachment, accusing Democrats of “perversion of justice and abuse of power” in their effort to
remove him from office.In a fiery letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on the eve of his expected
impeachment, Trump maintained that he did nothing wrong in seeking foreign investigation of
political rivals, and he attacked Democrats for focusing on impeachment rather than other
issues.Trump also repeated his objections to the process of the House inquiry, claiming “more due
process was afforded to those accused in the Salem Witch Trials.”Trump says he doesn’t believe his
letter will change anything, but that he is registering his objections “for the purpose of history.”

(H.T., 18/12)

Trump 3rd president to be impeached by US House, charged with abuse of power,
obstruction

President Donald Trump was impeached by the U.S. House of Representatives Wednesday night,
becoming only the third American chief executive to be formally charged under the Constitution’s
ultimate remedy for high crimes and misdemeanors.The historic vote split along party lines, much the
way it has divided the nation, over the charges that the 45th president abused the power of his office
by enlisting a foreign government to investigate a political rival ahead of the 2020 election. Th House
then approved a second charge, that he obstructed Congress in its investigation.The House of
Representatives has impeached the 45th President of the United States, Donald John Trump.

(H.T., 19/12)
India is world's third-largest producer of scientific articles: Report

With over 1.35 lakh scientific papers published, India has become the world's third largest publisher
of science and engineering articles, according to a US government agency data, topped by China.As
per the statistics compiled by the US National Science Foundation (NSF), the number of scientific
papers published worldwide increased from 1,755,850 in 2008 to 2,555,959 in 2018.The global
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research output, as measured by peer-reviewed science and engineering (S&E) journal articles and
conference papers, grew about four per cent annually over the last 10 years.

(N.LE., 19/12)
State of emergency declared as bushfires rage in Australia

A state of emergency was declared in Australia's most populated region, as a record heatwave
fanned unprecedented bushfires.About 100 fires have been burning for weeks in drought-plagued
New South Wales (NSW) with half of them uncontained, including a "mega-blaze" ringing Sydney,
covering Australia's biggest city in a haze of toxic smoke.NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian said the
seven-day state of emergency, the second declared in the state since the bushfire season began early
in September, was due to "catastrophic weather conditions".Temperatures are expected to near 50
degrees celsius (122 Fahrenheit) in South Australia and peak at 45 degrees in the western suburbs of
Sydney, while turbulent winds of up to 100 kilometres (60 miles) are expected to fan bushfires
burning ever-closer to the city.

(N.LE., 20/12)
Cuba to name first prime minister in 40 years

Cuba is to resurrect the position of prime minister in a parliamentary session at the end of the week,
with President Miguel Diaz-Canel nominating a candidate to the post which has remained dormant
for more than 40 years.The last time Cuba had a prime minister, it was revolutionary hero Fidel
Castro. However, the position was abolished in 1976 when Castro transitioned to the presidency,
taking over from Osvaldo Dorticos after the country's constitution was restructured.The new official
will become "head of government" for a five-year term. Diaz-Canel's nomination must then receive
an absolute majority in a National Assembly vote, according to the country's new constitution,
which was approved in April.

(N.LE., 20/12)
U.S. House impeaches President Trump

Donald Trump became the 3™ U.S. President to be impeached as the House of Representatives
formally charged him with abuse of power and obstruction of Congress in a historic step that will
inflame partisan tensions across a deeply divided America. The Democratic-led House's passage of
two articles of impeachment on a mostly party-line vote sets the stage for a trial next month in the
Republican — controlled Senate on whether or not to convict and remove him from office.

(H., 20/12)
Bill to promote Gandhi’s legacy introduced in US House

America’s legendary civil rights leader Congressman John Lewis has introduced a bill in the House
of Representatives to promote the legacy of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr and sought
a budgetary allocation of USD 150 million for the next five years.Introduced to mark the 150th
birth anniversary of Gandhi, the House Bill (HR 5517) affirms the friendship between the two
largest democracies of the world and honours the legacy and contributions of Mahatma Gandhi and
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Dr Martin Luther King.Among other things, the Bill proposes establishing a Gandhi-King
Development Foundation, which will be created by the USAID under the Indian laws.

(N.LE., 21/12)
Brexit by January 31 as House of Commons passes bill

As promised by Prime Minister Boris Johnson during the recent election, the United Kingdom is set
to leave the European Union on January 31 after the House of Commons on Friday passed the
Withdrawal Agreement Bill (WAB) by 358 votes to 234.The bill’s passage marks a key stage to
complete parliamentary processes in time for the deadline of January 31. The bill turns the
withdrawal agreement, which is a draft international treaty reached by the previous Johnson
government with Brussels in October, into UK law.On January 31, the UK will cease to be an EU
member, but in practice it will continue in the EU customs union, the single market and obey EU
rules until the end of the transition period ending December 31, 2020. It will no longer be
represented in the EU parliament or council of ministers.

(N.LE., 21/12)
Cuba gets first prime minister in over 40 years

Cuba’s first prime minister in more than four decades - long-serving tourism minister Manuel
Marrero - took office as the country resurrected a post last held by Fidel Castro.The appointment of
Marrero, 56, as head of government is part of a process of decentralization and generational change
from the revolutionary old guard that is aimed at extending and protecting Communist Party
rule.“This proposal was duly approved by the political bureau of the Communist Party of Cuba,”
President Miguel Diaz-Canel said, presenting it to the country’s National Assembly, which
unanimously signed off.Immediately after his presentation, Marrero received a handshake from
former president Raul Castro, the leader of the Communist Party.

(H.T., 22/12)
Pakistani academic Junaid Hafeez sentenced to death over blasphemy charges

A Pakistan court sentenced Junaid Hafeez, a former university lecturer in Multan, to death on
blasphemy charges.Formerly a visiting lecturer at the Department of English Literature of the
Bahauddin Zakariya University (BZU), Multan, Hafeez was booked on blasphemy charges and was
arrested by police on March 13, 2013, Dawn news reported.The trial of the case started in
2014.Blasphemy is a hugely sensitive issue in Pakistan, with even unproven allegations often
prompting mob violence, said Dawn news.Anyone convicted, or even just accused, of insulting
Islam, risks a violent and bloody death at the hands of vigilantes.

(N.LE., 22/12)
US builds a force for space wars of the future

The United States officially launched the Space Force with President Donald Trump signing into
law the 2020 defence budget that will fund the newest and the sixth branch of US military, to
counter increasing threats chiefly from Russia and China to American assets in space.The US Space
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Force has been assigned a $40 billion budget and will be staffed with 16,000 personnel. It will be
charged with protecting America’s navigation and communications satellites from being jammed,
blinded and disabled by adversaries, which also include Iran and North Korea.“Space is the world’s
newest warfighting domain,” Trump said in an address to troops at airfield before signing the
National Defence Appropriation Act (NDAA) 2020 into law.

(H.T., 23/12)
Afghan president Ashraf Ghani wins 2nd term in preliminary vote count

Afghanistan’s president won a second term with 50.6 per cent of the preliminary vote count, but his
opponents can still challenge result, according to an announcement Sunday by the country’s election
commission.Results for the September 28 presidential polls have been repeatedly delayed amid
accusations of misconduct and technical problems with counting ballots.Ashraf Ghani received
50.64 per cent of the vote, said Hawa Alam Nuristani, head of the Independent Election
Commission, at a press conference in the capital, Kabul.Ghani appears to have beaten out his main
challenger Abdullah Abdullah, who serves as the country’s chief executive in a fragile national
unity government.

(H.T., 23/12)
New UK plan to fast-track visas for scientists, experts

The Boris Johnson government announced the expansion of the list of UK-based fellowships whose
international holders such as scientists and experts will be extended a fast-track visa process, so that
they can begin work as soon as possible.This is one of the measures the Johnson government is
taking in the near future to attract professionals and experts needed in the country, as the United
Kingdom prepares to leave the European Union on January 31.Home secretary Priti Patel said the
number of eligible fellowships which can offer accelerated endorsement for visas for scientists
wanting to conduct research in the UK will double from 62 to over 120 from early next year.

(H.T., 24/12)

Muslims, Tibetans among the most poor in China, says govt report

Ethnic minorities in some areas of troubled Xinjiang and in remote Tibet continue to be the most
impoverished in China even as 10 million people were expected to be lifted above the poverty line
in the rest of the country in 2019, a year-end government report says.At the end of 2018, China had
16.6 million rural poor (across the country) who were living on less than 2300 yuan (approximately
Rs 23000) annually; as many as 400 counties were listed as impoverished.Those numbers have been
reduced significantly, according to Liu Yongfu, China’s top poverty relief official from State
Council’s (China’s cabinet) leading group office of poverty alleviation and development said.

(H.T., 24/12)
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South Korea’s nuclear regulator approves shutdown of country’s second-oldest
reactor

South Korea’s nuclear safety regulator said on it has decided to permanently shut down the
country’s second-oldest nuclear reactor.Nuclear operator Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power approved
last year the shutdown of the Wolsong No.1 nuclear reactor earlier than planned, as part of the
country’s long-term scheme to phase out nuclear power.The Nuclear Safety and Security
Commission approved the operator’s request for the shutdown on Tuesday, saying the move would
not result in public safety risks.The 679-megawatt Wolsong reactor has been offline since May
2017.South Korea currently operates 25 nuclear reactors, which supply about a third of the
country’s electricity. Nine are offline for maintenance, according to Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power.

(H.T., 25/12)
Japan could release Fukushima radioactive water into the environment

A Japanese government agency has proposed releasing radioactive water from the stricken
Fukushima nuclear plant into the environment, as storage space runs out.The plant suffered a
meltdown about nine years ago after it was hit by an earthquake-triggered tsunami. About a million
tonnes of contaminated water has built up since then and the tanks that hold it are almost full.The
government’s Agency for Natural Resources and Energy on Monday proposed three ways to deal
with the water -- releasing it into the sea, into the air using vaporisation or a combination of the two.
Properly filtered Fukushima water could be diluted with seawater and safely released into the ocean
without causing environmental problems, the International Atomic Energy Agency argues.

(H.T., 25/12)
Nepal arrests 122 Chinese nationals over suspected cyber scam

More than 100 Chinese nationals in Nepal on tourist visas have been detained over a suspected
cyber scam, police said Wednesday, in the country’s largest ever crackdown involving
foreigners.Eight women were among the 122 Chinese nationals arrested in a coordinated police raid
on nine houses in the capital Kathmandu on Monday. Police said the houses were set up like hostels
with large kitchens, bunk beds and rows of tables and chairs for working.“We suspect they were
involved in cyber crime. We are investigating the evidence... action will then be taken accordingly,”
Niraj Bahadur Shahi, chief of Nepal’s Central Investigation Bureau, told.And last month almost 700
Chinese nationals were arrested in Malaysia when authorities busted a major online investment
scam operation. It is not clear whether the arrests are linked.

(HL.T., 26/12)

Brazil president Bolsonaro says ‘fine’ now but lost memory after fall

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro temporarily lost his memory after hitting his head in a fall at his
official residence, he said in an interview on Tuesday.The 64-year-old slipped Monday night in a
bathroom at the Alvorada Palace, the latest health scare for the Brazilian leader who was wounded
in a knife attack in September 2018 while campaigning for the presidency.His health has been a
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subject of concern ever since he became president on January 1.He has undergone four surgeries to
treat the stab wound to his abdomen, most recently in September.

(H.T., 26/12)
UN declares Malala decade’s ‘most famous teenager’

The UN has declared Pakistani education activist and Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai as “the most
famous teenager in the world” in its ‘Decade in Review’ report.In part one of its review series,
which takes into account events that happened between 2010 and the end of 2013, the UN
highlighted the devastating Haiti earthquake in 2010, the beginning of the ongoing Syrian conflict
for 2011 and Malala’s work in favour of girls’ education for the year 2012, The News International
reported on Thursday.In 2014, Malala became the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in
recognition of her efforts for children’s rights which started even before she was shot in the head
two years ago by Taliban militants.

(H.T., 27/12)
Israel’s Netanyahu wins ruling party leadership vote

Embattled Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared a “huge” victory, after winning a
leadership primary that ensures he will lead his right-wing Likud party into March elections.Israel’s
longest-serving premier, who faces a corruption indictment and a third general election in twelve
months, was expected to beat rival Gideon Saar but the convincing margin of victory strengthened
his position in the party he has dominated for 20 years.With all votes counted, Likud announced
early Friday that Netanyahu had secured 72.5 percent, with Saar winning 27.5 percent. “A huge
win! Thank you to Likud members for their trust, support and love,” Netanyahu tweeted.

(H.T., 27/12)

Christmas typhoon leaves 20 dead in Philippines

A strong typhoon that barreled through the central Philippines left at least 20 people dead and
forced thousands to flee their homes, devastating Christmas celebrations in the predominantly
Catholic country. Typhoon Phanfone stranded many people in sea and airports at the peak of holiday
travel, set off landslides, flooded low-lying villages, destroyed houses, downed trees and electrical
poles and knocked out power in entire provinces.One disaster response officer described the
battered coastal town of Batad in Iloilo province as a “ghost town” on Christmas Day.“You can’t
see anybody because there was a total blackout, you can’t hear anything. The town looked like a
ghost town,” Cindy Ferrer of the regional Office of the Civil Defense said by phone.

(P., 28/12)
Escape Brexit with Down Under holiday, Oz tells UK

Australia has launched a new tourism campaign starring singer Kylie Minogue aiming to attract
British tourists fatigued by Brexit to escape on a laid-back Down Under holiday.The three-minute
advertisement, which premiered ahead of the queen’s televised Christmas Day address in Britain,
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begins with a primly dressed Minogue apparently at Sandringham, the monarch’s country home,
before the set disappears to show the pop star on a beach of the same name in Australia.L.ondon-
based Minogue begins by singing “This year’s been tough and confusing, but progress is moving”
before antipodean comedian Adam Hills jumps in with “Well, at a glacial pace”.“But all of Australia
loves you, and we’ll never judge you,” the 51-year-old former Neighbours star continues.Tourism
Australia said the Aus$15 million ($10 million) campaign was its largest investment in the British
market for more than a decade.

(P., 28/12)
90 killed, dozens injured after bomb-laden vehicle explodes at Mogadishu checkpoint: Report

At least 90 people were killed and dozens were wounded when a bomb-laden vehicle exploded at a
bustling checkpoint in the Somali capital Mogadishu on Saturday, an international organisation
working in the country said, in one of the most deadly recent attacks.The dead included many
students and two Turkish nationals, the Somali foreign minister said.Rescuers carried bodies past
the twisted wreckage of a vehicle and a minibus taxi smeared with blood.A report by the
international organisation, which did not want to be named, said the death toll was more than 90. A
Somali MP also tweeted that he had been told the death toll stands at more than 90, including 17
police officers.

(H.T., 29/12)
London’s iconic first red phone booth passes into history

The first red phone booth installed in 1924 in Piccadilly that became a prototype for thousands
across London and elsewhere was on Friday listed as a Grade II* structure, which ensures special
protection measures to retain its iconic status.The world has moved on since the booth was installed
outside the Royal Academy. The red phone booths may be objects of curiosity and attraction for
tourists in the digital age, but are as much a British icon as the Queen, Big Ben and
Shakespeare.The first booth was built as part of a competition for the iconic design to replace an
unpopular structure introduced in 1921. It was created with timber by architect Giles Gilbert Scott,
and judged as the ‘most suitable for erection in busy thoroughfares of large towns’.The booth’s
pioneering status is known but the Grade IT* listing is intended to better recognise its more than
special architectural and historic value. A small number of clones were placed outside London and
just over 200 survive today.

(H.T,, 29/12)
Iraq protesters lock down oil field, call strike

Iragi anti-government protesters blockaded an oil field and rallied in southern cities Sunday while
political factions remained paralysed in their attempts to form a new government.Several hundred people
demanding jobs shut off access to the Nassiriya field, 300 kilometres (190 miles) south of Baghdad,
which produces 82,000 barrels of oil per day, executives said.The two-day-old blockade is the first to
disrupt operations in OPEC’s second largest producer since the start of the popular revolt set to enter its
fourth month in early January.The youth-led protests demand the ouster of the entire political class that
has run the country in the aftermath of the 2003 US-led invasion that toppled dictator Saddam
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Hussein.Demonstrators have vented their fury at what they consider inept politicians who have
mismanaged the economy, enriched themselves and are beholden to powerful neighbour Iran.

(H.T., 30/12)
China to issue GDP figures under new mechanism from 2020

China will revise its historical regional GDP data under a unified accounting mechanism from early
next year, the National Bureau of Statistics said, amidst the continued slowdown of the world's
second largest economy.The Chinese economy grew at an annual pace of 6.0 per cent in the July-
September quarter, the slowest growth since 1992.The slowdown is exacerbated by the ongoing
trade war between the US and China. In November this year, China revised its 2018 GDP, saying
the economy was 2.1 per cent bigger than earlier estimated, revising the gross domestic product
(GDP) for 2018 to 91.93 trillion yuan (USD 13.1 trillion) from USD 12.8 trillion.A new GDP data
under a unified accounting mechanism to be introduced early next year, state-run Xinhua news
agency quoted the National Bureau of Statistic (NBS).

(N.LE., 30/12)
‘Blood-red sky, choking dust’: Thousands trapped on Australia beaches by wildfires

Thousands of tourists and residents in an Australian seaside town hunkered down in public buildings or
waded into water at the seafront on Tuesday as wailing emergency sirens warned of a looming, fierce
firefront.With the coastal town of Mallacoota ringed by wildfires and the main road in and out of town
cut off, residents and holidaymakers were forced to head to the local gymnasium or waterfront as embers
swept through the town. Australia has been battling huge bushfires, mostly across its east coast, for
several weeks. The blazes have destroyed more than 4 million hectares (10 million acres).Authorities
said on Monday they feared three people had been killed in New South Wales while four others were
missing in Victoria after powerful blazes in both states over the past 24 hours.

(H.T., 31/12)
Breakthrough in US-China trade war

As 2019 winds down, apprehensions remain that the “phase one” trade deal agreed to by the US and
China earlier this month will not completely end the trade war between the two countries that had a
massive impact on established global multi-lateral trade arrangements.US President Donald
Trump’s “America first” policy was the precursor to the trade war, which led to both sides imposing
tariffs worth hundreds of billions of dollars on each other’s exports.After protracted negotiations
conducted in fits and starts over the year, the two countries unveiled a preliminary deal in December
whereby the US will reduce some tariffs on Chinese goods while China will increase purchases of
American farm, energy and manufactured goods. The “phase one” deal also addresses some US
complaints about China’s intellectual property practices.

(H.T., 31/12)
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