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0 J®0I@aHo DI AMVoMLNIM GAIGZIA QAIDaOMAIG: | aJBEMMIWo HSLIIMYVaOIDo.
HAUSS1WILAD @3 Qldsa [l HSeel af)Llo 6830a0TnYo M-630an1aV’
MollWIM@M]LNG:0 (@JAUBOMBBH:. MYDIVIAIWo GANOMILjo HaldDRMEBBUILH
GILAIMEBBUY  £IBYAIBHIMIMI®.  MI&H®]  BFHBDM,  QAUIOMEBBROS  Aaldaly’
LIBYAIBHD, HHLITVABAY’ TVoENIMWAI® af)Lld BIVAIMEBEe (9@’ oSy’
89100) 62a01” AVMBABUTHNIOD@HAN eIy MIHs0. (oakmgosm% QUG ETal EebTe s
POWAINEE" HHLINMAV” af)aMIal BRO®  30a0TTYHSE1@ @108 ©.21Q)7 oMy
921" ®ald® Il GRVAEBIMDo  BF1A0BH]. DOIQYSOS EHMBIHD® BPaJSIQYo
Al®EMOJo MVBHHIB VNI INAIW ABHMIilallag)M” MIBAUaOTH630. GRIGSIAB QAIDaOM
AUHafload  af)BEa0YHAY 0ll8dWo  DLIRGIE:  QA0aOMEBBUY  DaleWIW]HE9I-
OMIMEBRAN.  @ROMAS  AGIM  »HOIB  @RSITVOIMOMILINEM  QIDaOMEBUY
LIBYNIGHTIV®. MANIVILINBIAM” BB af)BEaNIYHAMF Ql8dWo M-0I0aOMEBBUY
DalGWINHBINDY. @R 1hH 0eflnlégh06mo HOQYHWQo MAH901903
g0-000mi1eg] alRL®] MSq IABBHQAEM” LldH 0.

(es., 01/01)

Ba]QME", CHOBo; CHMB HIBaH1H MVABBUHNMDO0 BQOHFIV] MIVAVE
wmdaolleoel  Gr®osvu@iomlad 35 laauaoel  &HBaUH@ @S
Daf)®1a00aV]ld:  TVAAOMIM” Oag)dh BB o @jolydailajo GH@Bo AlIVIGH]W 3
SHoHl  MABBGo o lBAILNGHIMORANININIOR IS TVoTLOIM MIVWATVEWHS
aBHBIN @JED Y TVECAABMO Haf)HhdEGNIM (@JEAWo aldTVIBH]. miloRall @oowo
63.002REUNIINM  (JCAWOMIOMD®IND  (@JTVoW D ajerleje  CANSSa (@3 ag)@’lcﬁgd
CORINQISOMIVILL GR@IMIM, MiloRall @RoWASHNo @PMMZLIN ] (@JEAVWNIH0
MVoMNIMo G MABHHITIM” BRW 5] HBHIGHBD:.

(2.2., 01/01)

af) Baf) V&R @®1B1M aleWINo VEIWET 45 cloMo & ynfle:” 2198
om%(omﬂ«s% &Sl (@OH®AUIDBo  (af)@3ag)ade]) Qu@@ouﬂ% ®S6BR1WEMINS
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e)oe;o%n-om%@ oalal 90eInGd MM8s IMEIM 9aleIwo IO 45 eldHo
oea%mﬂce)” 19001 9Adamn. om%«sanaﬁ @J®181Mo  ©alcWINABAN® 8 Lld:Ho
oea%amoe;“ 2193 Q@ o. 5 aIdavomss1m  CHEsOmejo DoB@  QIYOITVIW
coale1nem]  9alcwivo 110  eloto Synila;” 2190001 PV@EOAMNEM
aNelIBom@3. 2013 @ 08:02f1 QILQITVI®  CAMLIVITE LIBYNIY QD@0
9a16INABMI@  NllaillVlag)@ OHIafl 018HLMOTW0 002060 oM @3.
GHIS1HBOHS MVIMIOD ] £I0BREM” M@ MO IMEBBUIH0 af)@af)MBe] DalGWIW
CMSIHHNISOD D). Ao 24 memlesQe eIy @IMOM3 aDIR1OM
MLoMINWI2{ISEOMIe GSAVAILINN® QI8o D@3alIBMo MSOMIMIW]. anelo: 20-25%
9@3a198M QAUBWM. alB1LAI®T TVDaH3 MANWMRNIVHB BHIBMNIMY aJormase3 20

LODIMOICRINO cOsO%))G)O(T)OG))Q 26)QI@ GMS3o.

(2.2., 02/01)

agagleelss” 83000 engd avomleagaud oaagav'awlall Mo

6H0AW” J®IGEIW MOMBIMWEEBUY aldells] IVEBHUY DOSBEMUIUE  MYOHH
a@a0008 83000 elgd mIMHOQIVAE Hald@ERAILID QAIJAITVIR TUNIAIM GHABI
CIRY” WV’ @RYAZ" aNIBAMY é§1@@<o6<m’ (BDafuWlail) M@BHo. @IBAMADAJ00
A®@8  HOTVBEHIS alwoss 4402 avEe9IG-afVIAWW” TVESHE1ERIHNM
amoM19eHQMVAd  All®EeMo.  ©ald®AlB 0BV  Aldsa lMIAN” e1la]  608aLA
@H20M6M” MVIMIOHQAVA@ MBIBINDY. @QLl]?, @1@WAIMN AN Y0, BHISWo, TUBA,
QAIOMIS’ g’l%oeagmﬂ afllmoemo @SB3, HITVABHHIS, BhIY1BH6IS, 099%(3, O:HIL]o,
alOMo®1g H1elnE1@3 AllmosMo @8I al DWS6BRo. HHIANW” a lURDODLIODY @3
MAHHI@ MIBERUIHOD DSBIMIM” ODHafMWlall TVIMIOHQIVE MIBaNIEMo
@SEEIOM.  GRIMIGOIWY  TLoCRISMQAS  MIMBIMWEBUIGH  GPRIIVA]a)

S060mal121R1e196m” Hdag) MV Wla il MVIMIOHQaVA allalemlalelosslwo.

(es., 03/01)

HBoHUH A QWA HalMaHM al2b®]1 WILNIBLO YO GRISH’

2o 50eJ0afla] MITEHIMB  HBUMSBAS  OOWOICABEM  OalBaHM  alL®]
2 J@URHOMIG  WILNIBLOJAIHMMD.  CHOB  HBaHd  GAHUAMIW]  GmMIdAW1m3
@ROWAISHMMIM”  B06MOOLINV  af)WBEOIWBHAAF MDD  2AVERIFAICE  DS6Ro.

&HoH1BaIN1LJHSWo BRAHUWY CH@363BS1LJHSWVo BRGAIGH]IHSNIMo BRAITVEAMBIH:0.
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SHatl, GPMMMW caaLelshglenw] 30 eldHo  Galdasnsslejo  @RYMRLIN0
LIBYNIHRHQIEMD LldH 0. @RoN®] 02T a1V’ 100 @Gal. @RoUOFIWMIW]
@RSWEHHMD® H:060m@ 100 @al; 203 aldlWllel. @eiyofladimano] 250
@l AUOO AVAHHIG @RSPo. 5 AUGHONIT GHOWIH® @RoUIBIWo @RS AIdHH” 60
QO ®1HQEMIOWE  @BPRoMBRIVOMINMWQo  AIBGHOD]IOMWQo  BRSTTVOIM O3
Oaltdar®@. 30 eldtto Gald GRoVWMIODGOMIGE 0ZEITPHM an1MVIV] 20@o 30
GH»IS1 @Bal GMIBWIHAIODo. HDIM aJOGR @AMV BRoUBIVAOJ AMVAHNIAB
aflaol®0jo 0Q IRV HSIGMI LIS1HHINIIM DB Qo &S1 GalGO8S8 GhIBalI’

aDNE” Da IO 2J0ds0 Hal@@aHo AQ” BRYMLAI 63380 M @3BHANDY

(2.2., 03/01)

Q@6MBI02LIS Ql§dalMo : GHIANW” MIBMI aloMo MSTMo

G0OMNW= 062002215 QI INOBIHG TVIWID® HOMNZOMIM0 (JDIBGRIW G@Do
@YU HO1EBMD@TIMAIW]T  @RYEEIWY Ao GHOANAW=- VOB  aloMo
MS@DA.  MVoMLNIM@MIGAIMe 18 alwmilm” gégleiss 12,100 coimes
OAMMVIMNNUB  af)SO® aldlcowlaso. MIBNY” emoallaw” 2 (SARS COV2)
@RYAFIEMNIAW]  af) @COMIBAMNE" of)AN  HOMBADHWIEMN  LldhHio. GRFOMLIS
QlYOalM  AVOWI®  AMAVILINSH]  ABIMIBEDo  MSOMIMo  NWa IOAIW
@I@BRIMHAGHNIMo al0Mo MadIW]HBOHRAN” BRYGOINY DAV . . OOURIR
aloerm). @RYCOIWIAIBGa]  @RAWIAHUANE (WWOHSQROHSQo  @I@AIMANa 0o
OOWIHN@  CHICBXRIOL! allDeag)ll  HAV@3  CGMIAW®D3  639a0TIVQHSWo
COMEMISOMILIEM” aloMo. 1ol @®eIoMI@ 21210 MVEHHAIWRIMBAV” B8oanlIvad
@JAUB@MMo  aBGHIallafldso. MIEBNIYYaI@THSIT TYJme” CM@@Io MD@IB:o0.
Z1eld MVEHHAIVWRINBA BanT1NVA@ @RI Ao MEZUIMVNIAIMEEBHSV dalderflay’
CIYAHMHOBWo  alOMOBIMIVT HDONMGHRB0. (NI, MO  EGaeILIVIGdMIa
mOMfl|3  6UAIGERB0.  GUAICIMABIMAMI” ERBHBHS MVAMal@o  QII6ERo.
@RYIWIOEOMIBo A MLIMIUY  L10NGE1E3MIaMo  ABM  NIdE:G:81G3M 10

GUOAIATAJ a oM QIEWWMINL..

(ea., 04/01)

OMIOOMIM af)Slaf)e)An0W] CGHOGB MIE;
aléMo afladaelendad oM amdEso af)Slag)o »HMENBQo GMST MSEHNENZ. af)Slag)o
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SHDVMBQRIW] MIdEs” AflgRQEOMEN. aleMo alliBAILNSHLISEHASS MUV 46EBSRIW]
CHOS MINEHIEM HAINHEMNIT af)Slag)o GAVAIMo TVEMNIMA®  AlYdalla[laBaNOY.
H@IMIWSBS Ql0aOMEBBUS MENIBWIHAZ TVaOIVWEOMINS A1EBlBDYIaR. dlavdal
NINE1903 BRMAM] H1F1WILISAT BAVAIMAIVCE1BNIMIOM” LldH 0. BHIYIGHNIS,
@;6;3)@(8, QAOMIS,  af)OMIMBo, aldLldNIS, MGHD] of)aN1  ZHeIHS1T  CH08
MNB1OG  ©209HMIB  af)Slafo  HMVENBRQHUY  Mlelaflelns”. @™ TVoVNIM
QAYOaIHAOW]  MSaodRo.  (WIAlEM  CAQIRIRHUWY  ChH@31H0lajddo  OHRINHEMITI
af)Slaf)2AHBOS  TVERUV0.  CHOB  MIB1OA  aBODBIEONTET  IIQRIW]
nITWlalafodso @JAIBOMMo. 830600 caalriRleje og)eld Flalcnvaje MW allmIVaWo
af)Slago  AAOMORTDo. Q]  AMW&:S]  EROIVISSM@IMIT  BRYBHHUBLS”
alemalsSaldSaud MSOMIN] af)Baj20Sso0. Q6N220°LISO @3 @REHDENE”
DOHHINVUINQIOS AMVDHOJQYAMNBIGHOHAIMIEM @D THH. aB® MIOB1OM af)Slag)o

@JO@QQOJ(%@)O(D’]_HO aleMo afladaielenomodso.

(es., 04/01)

TMVeMOIMOD” EMEISOD” aldiHla|M1 MRS ; @O16EIWEJAUBOHMEBUI
oMRARI®o

MoMNIMOD” ald¥la M MOTE1G:E12|®IWT A@ED)] O, ©IR. (GT@EIHSQG»’]OEI 3MISM
coalellejo  GHISVOM  MINZ@REM”  af)af-S o@B 8 afam eIV’ cEIMO
MOl DD (JE3UWEBRSIT3 MININH:UY &HFEOMINS 2O HM@DSAANI’
6800 Jo@3 eNMIIGEIs” MIMIUWY ERW alGlEUIWM MSOMIV®. af)g” MIMIBHE103
@enl” af)OmIC  60IWo  MOIET®:E1s).  HOAUOMINMMBIGIN  2MI®SBAYGIWIMo
@MMVG]af OMAHYOICRIHN ol MVIWIOWOEE; e MDANO  aldbAaNISIAL
@RYUERHBANMBAN” @] al0e). GRIWo MUOIR1M:®M]4) GRLln]P, EHIFWo e [alEelon)
HLIGHBNIWOS EMPDIONI@ GIY J®IEIW @JAUBOMMERUY DVBXRIMRIS0. BIWO
nAlE1HCla) caalelR” 8@ &16enalgd ~llWIYIE AGBMN  afeld  alsHlHe8WQ0
OGHIOAMISHAHIMIEMN @ TBRIMo. AYAIM MININYHOBWo HHIAM HOMIHBAMN MSals]
92100J09"21 @RYOoE1AB0. afdhe3wo 48,000 8080 aldil®e8 MHOMOOMIG O?IGEIME]
ABo. GO  QABaHo CHIYICHNIS0 Delq |0@Do aldHla Ml cuOleT& G aflaan.

M2IMATH WG @JEBUADD aldH]lHag MUdla{la]oem’ GOIWo alSTGIND SN .

(es., 05/01)
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@R Wy @Mo moo@'l_gd; @RAITVIM  QIdaH MNWBHNIWBo  allRHOIWo
CHIe8R1oIoMm]

MW@BHUWBH  allMIHLl  MVoMUOIMOOD  CHICBBMHSEIEjo  TVBAUBLINUILI
SJoMITysgElejo 294 ElaIMVOmIMEato @RWIMo @YOoE1a). @RAITVIM QIGaH
milms  alzyaditlego  aflzm]l  alzyodidle:ge  @1exg09al  eHIcgeEloniom].
H1emAIBaHo 1B a) 16 Mosem” RIMV” MIBOMAU2 | ald®] Afl310ALEH08 M@0
2U3e IO, GO AIMBIMD(EJEHIVAM” GHITU" BRYAE12|®. CHICBRMHBOS
@yoml aquawo @aafleel  8.30 @@ 99T GREMAUINOWISHT "
aH1a0QOWIEM™  HIMT @JoRle9elo @JWIM  aldOBINEBBUBARB0  DING3
MBIH1WIEM” HBIARHHUB. HJ0MINVIEjo Ga0dqNelleje HAMIEje (0IO1GH: @RG:LI0
Mdnianwaossl. 90 e2ome  @BRWYdAIG@e  aNELAC:8e  @RYRYEIMo
CH68Z10LIMIO®IV]  (@flBMVIa]@dnod ol  BHITBaNOMAVI@  a@D)]
o, sl. eflellom Grolwl,).

(es., 05/01)

ERAHWBHOSOM 1M’ GBIV aJOAV &I

QIRIOOD 2l a] MIPHI HAIIDRMIGRIWY alRLATWIVT MVTLNIM TVBHHIBOAY
'BRAHUVEHOSB0 alRL®]  OMOONGHNNAG. CH@MB  BYEVINY  B&HGoNICHHUN
QABa e EHO8 @RYEROINIABG: {190 @REINIM A lRLDINW  aJOMVBHIOOMIMIW]
al@laMa|@). GBI HILIOD SHHWEOIW MIAEeMo AMMIB3 KheN” MSO1W
@JOIBOMMEBBUIENBB8 @R 13H00M6MID. AHWEAIWHUWIHH  @RYAINd AW
GVAIMEEBUE ARAIMOS AfGHS1HLITNABHHQIV I aIBLMIQYHS Lld:H|o. 6alo
B3G@RHNIAG, MAloNIB 20MVEBSIT BERYUDAI@]HSI ) TMIM  HYTIVOIOD oDV
SHHVCOIN]®HO8  HOMODMMDINIV]  'dy0sf @Raf & yomiIavo’ msoml.
oM 661470 caldl@d msomlw M3 osayl@mlan” 802 o @@ CHIYHHUI
HOMBAVDHYo  H2l0D®. @EZUD  TVIWOoROEM  UNIAIMEBBBNS  MVaOIVWETININS
CHOBo AHUVWEOIW aldiBAIaHMAOjo MSODIWIBAN. MO@EI00  aldlnem]aoem”
'BRAUVEH0B0  aJONUBHIOOMIM HDONNMSENNAISD .  MNJWMIal MSBSAM
af9l0 G3UWIY AADRMIGINY Da|6HISIVWIGE TVoMVOIM  AlaHM  AWORA
alFL®1YHS 6MS6BBRUI AlAIG1H630.

(es., 06/01)
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ol oM MVoaVINIM GOMMo: BBaHBHBHH” Ml Sa101a0000 M@0

ald:Hlo MO MoaUINIM FODROWV]T TVAHHIB (@Jalfdalls). DD MVIRO.210 O3
HBHUBABHH MaHald1n0000 M@EHOHAM 2D Odh. 00&. aldHla|m1 50,000
aldHlZHO8 QOO MDWIHHNIAD  HSWHMMM0o  (@JDIGRIW  (@JAUGTMo
DAMAIBBHDMVo AT A l06R. GRIWNo BSMDB alSEIMIVNHHNIMBS  (JOIGOIW
MSalSlédud (GT@(Z)OBL%. (GT@EIH@@)’]G)EI Moel’ aleOODH:Glejo GHISVWHOD 633
aleI0VOM]LJNW] Qo |d@MFIVTECOMIBo aldHIHOS HHIAN MUDla {lEHOMIEM”
@1@BOIMo. BHISWo MINZAID aldHla Ml AVOITH:E12] andd]eje 8@ &1ERIN19Ad
2JjQ80/ei|8s cnalelvlelo 08O aldHl®:e8 OHHIIM MWTla 199008 @seEBl. G
MOIR13H01a] aNIN1@3 @YY  TVoCLIBRASB®0 Ao 0NZ  (VoCLIBRHBQYMIEM
mm@omblﬂgggmi @@ﬂr}d@@qetjo AUSAO®  oldHl:HO8 MWla 100  @sess].
@RYUEHQBSENE MVIa0 210 A1 M1LING3 GRIWo AMAHIBIGLINN aldhG1OLI0Mo

QU MVoOGHUEM Qldsa] WWORA BWI. Od. af)o. Bleflal aloeom).

(es., 06/01)

ooy 1eeng” 18 @al, a19@d &aolm” 12 @al

A JN@alEIWNTENINIIM o dAYIEHIM” M1 Hleeln@onlm” I8 @al 0100 a0 I®
HAOEIVMINEBUIHE LIElHB0.  DaleWIWls] ald@ &Il &leenq 12 @al
630602 _’)_n%lu HofldBo BG BalQo B@ 16D oloaylds 03ydsafles 12 @aiwo
ce;lgo. oMo 20 Mo @ReORA MelMiEBles TVAENITIMN &:191e)8s R108
CHO8 HMMI  epslauadm  aflel MIRIWl,] DAl GURIALL o) @D]HBAD
TVOMVNIMAOD Ao |HTMIVTEOM@Ia 0o EAVMICWEBUIAE (@D ]aNLlo M@IHIMIEND
afllel MW@, ST VBHNI@ MUNIalMo @ROHRAI MM iEBUHE @oallel
MU BB’ O®IBIMI6'. al0YDITRHHUI @RAGOD] @S1WIHH]
@1@)2J@1000(HMIVTTAW) GRENOMAR. @JeMyd afleloam”.  aflg:glad mlamnoe
M0 INEEBSE1E3 M1aMo MOo@1@1a]” DDA AL Qe YONTWIW GUIRIGIBB0M
@ROORA!I MLNMERUE ME3Ud MNIaIMEBUEE &1918|88 dNGIO1IVWM HLIdHD
0anaV1eglNeelsnIem(ag)o.aUl.agall) a0@1I® HAAETVMIOWEEBUD  af)OIN BB H:.
K10 6HO8 HMIMT Mal aflely) AREB] ajN@WaleIw MIWI® GMISH1 aflallw
BRIV 03063 allg¥laso.

(a.2., 07/01)

@RGaIOHUDHAB @YA.S1. B83aN1TVIM af) GOMENR: MNSalS] GSO@ RIS1MAIAH]

$06MOHLI3  GILAIMo  £IBYNIGHIVIZe BRGAIGHMHM aflengo BRYAST 60113
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of)OMeE]  AIBAN  OI®]1  20Q0MW A J®I® SOOI o Jom10HH]. QI2aOM
O]EaRaHMo HOHQALHAIER" ORIV BIeMOOLIMIT3 BRECAIGH] 2| BUdaHo VN0
aflS1@d RIBYMIGHIND ERGAISHHM BIanlNloeIom] AV’ Galdqy’ GROIM®1M0ESs
S0IQo qNI0ajo MMHEMAIWIWAN. D@ B¥1010H6]. I-00 ®1lo®) a®® HD N3
GILAIMEBRUIARB0 a0V ERSPYEMIOU3 45 @Bt &S] GRWIdo MMSOBBo. AV
GaloMl@3 HOLINMMYo BRHABMU] Mase ¢MAIS AflSIGl ERW 5 M@MM@IMIEM” DD
M 0090 31 B0 B30eMeOLINIG BREAIGH]2JAIdHB0 @PAIG MTH]IW &HaId1ejo
MRooaflejo LIBYMOSE 0. @RAIGIGE MM @RWIdho anlIV” MDSIGH L.

(2.2., 07/01)

'an1eI0a030” a01® 65080 Aalyn@®1 960LI9SMo 02al1Q

a01e1nnmdo’ 0adl® GHO8o alBL@IWHS AVoMLNIMMEl DBPLISMo  AAIYRED]
aflemool afllmwad cmcachﬂ%i. aflg&s1oel MVIWINEM aflLIHAMO” MIVBNIB>Ud
2091 ag)@3MA] MIVBENIBUB 061 MRS AflMOeMo O2IYPIN alRLIWIHID.
as)meé(oﬂ 9alGRBINOJo ®alll0jo WMV HOYOIMB M@ OHNHING HYIQOAAN”
QO] al06oy. altb®] ad@emmnoaad 100 gm@d 150 awe eawoang” 000IBY]
eIflae0m HH¥1Qo. ODAIF] Hdhag)AVUMIQYS @@meécoﬂ QI263B3@3 &) alelnl” 3:0Wo.
gaoaIGatto  1LPAWOIWS8  af@BDW]  MIBMYB:E%M  M@Ban@. 100
GelleiWldo  oflelgss  Iwdmidd 65 @al@oem” M@, 13030
H$2e1080IMISWIM EHSIWIBE 0091 M@so. MIdmilaad allel oeald {é(oﬂ enflefload
2&0S B0NIG20 MAMHSICWI BRSYI0. Hdh.af)IV.M.M1QYeS OalNl” Galddselldd
2R3 ©2IQaIdSHeM” eniudeni” M@G:mM@. Mlelol@ 17 eldHo Gald E1aNA
921QSeME". DHAIBHN” M@IB3 1 051 nIB3ENJEUd DD eLISEOmIGE GaleMo. E1aRAd
921QOOMAIBHS” OTITYAB ©2IQIMT @RAINVO M@Ho.  alEMAUW] Gald alCL®]
(@JCWIRMASOMEMHAIN” QaAOD] @BRYE (3(8@0134.

(es., 08/01)

@PANA01®EIV @R222IAB: 6aPad TRdWo alrL®1g” 3.03 5081 EPMAIG]
MoMLAIMOO®  @RAINANAOTMEIY  ERIDAIGBOS  CHUAOMIMIVW]T  @RYOoE]4)
MVIGaO NI Qe MVIPady MYOBH AlaHOMG GTVa0 AYBUWDO AlRLDIY” WMDY
Ao 3,03,48,000 @aies @pam] M@0 @RQYGRIWY TVIGadyMI®]
US| DQD] 0. 0. HOHURIR BROTIW,). sjateMAMIM” ANEWOEIWT @AM

@RAINNWIG3 BRIAAIOIG:IMAIB H:GomIEBRSIT MMM AVPAOEMIT N1Mo BQOa S’
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Rlallesnmes]l AN,  DOMOINIALY  OOEMo3IM  Rlall@a®»IM’  G@RYAINDYNIW
MLIMIA I MVa0IWo M@ MANO  aJNOWIAITV]a 1685 af)IM DEFUICAMINS
@RANeHHOC 2] MSaPH] AUBAD  alEL@TWINM” EIYa0aAW0. @J@I@moave 1000
@al WMIVa0IWo @RMAIGL, QMM WMAMVaNIWo MDD TVAHHIB BRWIB:000 103
am  ewado 2000 @atwoes)  adatlaflal.  algle:adw  aNINOMIEINAIS
@O0 1®0IW @RANNIABHH  MI@QMRBIWI@AM [29]00) @YVl o lo}
a0 I®ELIOD ARV THBI®  GPMNIBBB0  LIElesmm  AIIYI@ o Namils’
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QADaOMEBBU3 af)MIAIWo oN@MENBINJo.  BFIQAUILHIMINIIDD V02104 BRSIGEI
@IW]  @RAIZ1LS. HIVRO®3 g.ﬂcsmg%o@ o883 quNelEnasled  Galdeflavy”
@RAIGVINSIa]o GalBOM (@JAUBTM]BEB0. Galdeflny” 2E3LWAVOAB TVIIMo TYOHHUY)
Gl YBHBOEJHUZ TV 1BHA1e9MOHRMM0 MIBE3UT2f1geNs"

(2.2., 29/01)
woug aidwm 10%

MVOLNIM  MVBHHNIB  NAUMENIWHS  VMUISOMIT GO 4,650 GBoles
AUBWM D0 0B 1o OflI§ASH: @RIV @rsIaunom migomlea 10% awo
M@BHOM  MIBEBWIsjo 11-00  VMUBHEVaHB  Oleajods” M@S).  mleniloe
vmnIgO®1I@3 Ml el 10% aeremn adwm. ogeld arelnidaysgleje 10%

ABWM MIBERUTla). B0 GRSINVOIM VdMIBo 16,500 @a1001@3 mlano 23,000
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CH 0SB méav“

@Bal@ossl. @slo® 1,20,0000 @Gaioladmian” 1,66,800 @Galwodso. 060
B&1eonag 700 @olt; @s10@” 3400 @alt. 2019 @ooel 1 gmenan @Jomielyo.
A@Wla (o] voMIBo aB@fl@3 Y@ Al 9.21Qjo.

(2.2., 30/01)
80 &¥1eomomd 1000 @al @RWIH HaladaHad

@060 0alBaad 11,500 @al; @&sloo” 83,400 @al. 50600 &HSoml OaldBaHd
11,500 @a1; @sloo” 50,040. @ogoﬂcoﬂ alolwl 14 eloMo @allod amlavn 17
elaHnoss]. 80 QIOAY HFIOMAIGHS 20aVo 1000 @l GRWIH IO MTH6Mo.
0alBoud mI@em® @1 mlenllcd  @eairvom 10 moavecm  vumIscoIead
(DOINBIYHS  ald:®1WIEM. H®  GRAITVOIM  VMISODTOHMG A ld:@1VWIBHEMo.
@RAITVIM MLOIMHNWQo MIHNILNHONE;1GS B0@o 10 MV YVEIVET EMIBHIo..
S0 aldBaHad QI12683AM AIMAV]d: @m%oﬂ@mggg &Gl HUBH3 @6 aliBaHrd

M@3HMo.

(2.2., 30/01)

M@BIQIMo 0o’ @M1 'O S:2001" arlin]

8000QOS  aldOWIGRIHH  @PRINM  AUYICY  Ad@So.  MBOAUMOO®  Hall
GNINGWUINNME  GaldlRIgs oWl VAT IOD  @WIM  GOIAWIM™ AUl
MOOSR0IQYOS  AYIVHAIBNIB  MWOIVBQYSS  @1@BAIMo. HIQULCLIIHOD
AlEY®OIW BRI ABUWBBB0 BRMIMaJOIWHS 2 HBVWOMIT ERFOMSOD QLGB Ud
MYIOSHAI0JAMHAIIM BRAJBAD 2IBI@OWILI0)o. é(ﬂﬂ@)o KRoWaHMIHLI MA30QIMo
QY] BGMIAHOT RoUaHM AHOWESBB GOIAWIM @RAMD] 2] GHAIl MV HDICIQYHS Ga @
M@ 1. HANHE! G2lBOM BHIBAIBOAHND HMENIMVILINND O1TRIMHASOND) .

(2.2., 31/01)
9-% £OM” AWOR WOBHIBIo AIBaH]: al101HH BE1AUISHIM @RYGEII.aIM

MM GPWIOM Adato 1 go®@@ 9 Ao ROTYHGIoel  AlGatld  alolaH
BF10100616QHR0. aldho DSAYLIIMIAIM® MIQHWIM ALl IBOmMTI MSOm]
TLOOMENWQo  M@HOIMIAM”  @RYGeNaIm. 1 o 9 oo RoTyHgleel
Al 08O Ud OO BRANIBATH: QlBaHo qggoe;glmﬁ apolwilsglel.  esHoaflw”
QlYoalMo  @BHHUNIW  MVIa02IOJOMI@ LIGHSHMSHIM  alld odd0]Hes
o 101UV aggda@kselg Qﬂ@bdm@moaa MAH9HI3 263wWlesmMILl.  GRE®
MVAWo ald1dH BF1AANINT MG IEY @1WBAIM]2J0@3 AlBJOAMCHHUd BIMEERING
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CH 0SB méav“
aloMo @RAINIMIafldgBe. M@ G@RAIMHS AZEMIMEONQYo DSBaIOMEOM Vo
MIWIAKB0. MV AVI02IO ORI MVOIMBNVWQo MDHMMIM AQ” af)OINE;1Jo

MIQWo @RYOIVYIM®Y. 6NBOYY) EGUaHo @1@BROIMo DENBIG:HAMD HaldD@0fB3408500V
(umJooeg(a «mo’l@hjd.

(2.0., 31/01)
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Elaborate distribution plan on track as India awaits vaccine approval

India is gearing up to roll out a vaccine against the coronavirus disease (Covid-
19), and has put in a place an elaborate air and road transport network, and
identified locations where it will be administered to people eligible for a dose in
the first phase. A nod by the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation’s
Subject Expert Committee (SEC) on the application by Pune-based Serum
Institute of India (SII) for emergency use authorisation of its Covishield vaccine
is expected this in the coming days, and will then go to the drug regulator for a
final approval. The committee has been vetting the data from safety and efficacy
trials conducted by SII.The adenovirus vaccine has been developed by the
University of Oxford and AstraZeneca, which received regulatory approval in
the UK on Wednesday, brightening the chances of Covishield getting the green
light from the Drug Controller General of India (DCGI). Described as a “vaccine
for the world,” the manufactured-in-India candidate will meet a large part of
India’s vaccination needs because it is cheaper, easier to store and transport and
likely be available in greater quantities than the vaccines developed by
Pfizer/BioNTech.

(H.T., 01/01)

Union ministry extends deadline for complete digital switch of toll
payments till February 15

In a major relief for commuters, the National Highways Authority of
India(NHAI) has extended the deadline for complete digital transformation of
toll payments till February 15. Earlier, the NHAI had mandated that all
commuters will have to pay toll fees only through Fastags from January 1.
Millennium City Expressway Private Limited(MCEPL), the concessionaire of
Kherki Daula toll plaza, had started making preparations for the digital switch
earlier this week. But it was soon observed that there are some technical issues
that need to be resolved. Further, nearly 15 to 20 percent of commuters are still
paying through cash at the toll plaza. As per the directions issued by union
ministry of road transport and highways on Thursday, fee payments can be made
via both Fastags and cash on the hybrid lanes of NHALI toll plazas till February

January 2021 News Digest 26




National News

15.However, in Fastag lanes, no cash payments will be allowed, stated the order.
Shashi Bhushan, project director, NHAI, confirmed that the deadline for digital
payments has been extended but said that they are prepared for the switch as 80
to 85 percent of commuters on Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway already pay via
digital mode. “We were ready to go digital buy it is likely that some of the plazas
in other parts of the country have still need to work in this regard,” he said.
Bhushan also said that the “myFastag” mobile application can be used by
commuters to.get real-time information about their cash balance.

(H.T., 01/01)

India delivers humanitarian assistance, disaster relief support to
cyclone-hit Fiji

India on Saturday delivered the first consignment of relief materials to the
cyclone-hit Fiji, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said. Another
consignment is due to reach by January 6. The Ministry, in a statement, said over
6 tons of relief supplies were put together in a short span of time by the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and were airlifted to Fiji with the help of Air
India and Fiji Airways via Sydney, Australia. Fiji was hit by a Category 5
Tropical Cyclone Yasa on December 17-18, 2020, which caused extensive
damage and destruction of critical infrastructure. “The relief material sent by the
Government of India, consisting of shelter and hygiene kits, will provide
immediate assistance to the cyclone-affected communities,” the statement read.
“Despite challenges posed by the pandemic, over 6 tons of relief supplies were
put together in a short span of time by the National Disaster Response Force
(NDREF) and were airlifted to Fiji with the help of Air India and Fiji Airways via
Sydney, Australia. This was possible thanks to the effective cooperation among
multiple agencies in three countries to deliver the relief material to Fiji in record
time,” it added.

(H.T., 02/01)

Scientists outline steps for safely receiving Covid-19 vaccine

Following accounts of potential allergies to the Covid-19 vaccines produced by
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, scientists have outlined steps on safely receiving
the second dose of the therapeutic in individuals who develop a reaction to their
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first dose. The research, published in the Journal of Allergy and Clinical
Immunology: In Practice, summarised what is currently known about allergic
reactions to vaccines like those developed against Covid-19. In the study, a team
of experts led by allergists at Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) in the US,
proposed detailed advice so that individuals with different allergy histories can
safely receive their Covid-19 vaccine. After closer review of the data related to
allergic reactions, the US FDA recommended that the mRNA vaccines, based on
the genetic material of the novel coronavirus, be withheld only from individuals
with a history of severe allergic reactions to any component of the Covid-19
vaccine. The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also advised that all
patients be observed for 15 minutes post-vaccination by staff who can identify
and manage such reactions. In the review research, Aleena Banerji, MD, clinical
director of the Allergy and Clinical Immunology Unit at MGH and her
colleagues outlined steps on safely receiving the second dose in individuals who
develop a reaction to the first dose of Covid-19 vaccine.

(H.T., 02/01)

DCGI gives licensing permission to Bharat Biotech to manufacture
Covaxin

The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) on Sunday gave licensing
permission to Bharat Biotech to manufacture Covaxin, news agency ANI
reported. Bharat Biotech has been asked to submit updated safety, efficacy and
immunogenicity data from the ongoing Phase I, II and Il clinical trials till the
completion of trials, it further said. Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI)
gives licensing permission to Bharat Biotech to manufacture COVAXIN. Bharat
Biotech asked to submit updated safety, efficacy & immunogenicity data from
the ongoing Phase I, IT & Il clinical trials till the completion of trials. The DCGI
gave final approval to two Covid-19 vaccines on Sunday, paving the way for a
huge inoculation program to stem the pandemic in the second worst-hit country.
The DCGI gave approval for the emergency use of two Covid-19 vaccines, one
developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University and the other by Hyderabad-
based Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and National Institute of Virology (NIV).

(HL.T., 03/01)
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NCW received 23,722 complaints in 2020, highest in six years

The National Commission for Women received 23,722 complaints of crimes
committed against women in 2020, the highest in the last six years. Nearly one-
fourth of the total complaints were of domestic violence, according to NCW
data. Among states, the highest number of complaints were received from Uttar
Pradesh at 11,872 followed by Delhi 2,635, Haryana 1,266 and Maharashtra
1,188, it added. Of the 23,722 complaints, 7,708 complaints were received under
the right to live with dignity clause. The right to live with dignity clause takes
into account the emotional abuse of women. According to the NCW data, a total
of 5,294 complaints were related to domestic violence. NCW Chairperson Rekha
Sharma said economic insecurity, increased stress levels, anxiety, financial
worry, and lack of other such emotional support from parents/family’s side may
have resulted in domestic violence in many instances in 2020. The NCW was
flooded with complaints of domestic violence in March as the lockdown,
imposed in view of the coronavirus outbreak, forced women to remain confined
to their homes with their abusers. The number of complaints of domestic
violence went on increasing through the months and in July, a record number of
660 such complaints were received.

(H.T., 03/01)

Centre draws plan for vaccine roll-out

From retired doctors and nurses to home guards and civil defence personnel and
even volunteers from the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathans, the Centre and state
governments will tap every human resource that is available for the smooth
implementation of the world’s largest vaccination drive against the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19). Each vaccination site, according to official guidelines, would
consist of at least three rooms and require a number of personnel to perform
specific duties. Vaccination Officer 1 would be from the police, home guards,
civil defence, the National Cadet Corps (NCC), National Service Scheme (NSS)
or the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan. His or her job would be to “check the
registration status of a vaccine recipient and to ensure” that entry into the
vaccination centre is regulated. India’s vaccination campaign against Covid-19 is
targeting offering protection against the viral disease to 300 million people by
July, including health-care workers, front-line workers and the people most at
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risk of infection. They would be inoculated at both large public and private
health facilities with a minimum of 100 vaccine recipients covered in each
session.

(H.T., 04/01)

77% Indian adults lost income due to Covid-19 pandemic: Survey

2020 has been a challenging year that no one could have predicted would turn
out in the manner in which it did. The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic sent
economic shockwaves globally, and its impact extended beyond an international
health crisis. The economic effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, in India, led to the
reduction in economic activities, subsequently forcing businesses to scale or shut
down their operations. It resulted in many families being affected due to the
sharp increase in unemployment. In November 2020, Lotto247.com conducted a
survey to understand the financial impact the Covid-19 pandemic had on its
Indian market. Over 1,700 adults participated in the survey. The survey found
that 77% of economically active adults in India had lost income due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. According to the findings, the most affected age group were
adults in their 40’s. Over 80% of adults in the 40’s lost income as a result of the
pandemic. Adults in their 50’s, compared to those in their 40’s, were less
affected. However, 73% of them still lost income. Those aged 70 and older were
the least affected age group. Only 30% of them lost income due to the pandemic.

(H.T., 04/01)

NHRC recommends special Act against manual scavenging

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has made a series of
recommendation to the Centre to eradicate manual scavenging, including
bringing a new Act on “hazardous cleaning” and taking strict action against local
authorities who employ people as manual scavengers. It has also asked the
Centre to provide Rs10 lakh loan to manual scavengers’ family members so that
they can start some business activity. Subsequently, the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) should monitor the sewer deaths in its reports, it said. The
NHRC said the tall claims made by states that they have no manual scavengers
and zero sanitary latrines are “far from truth”. “Therefore, the Commission has
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recommended that accountability must be fixed in case of wrong reporting by the
concerned authorities about the number of manual scavengers in any region of
the country,” the NHRC said in a statement on Monday. Advocating the
broadening of the definition of manual scavenging to cover other types of
hazardous cleaning or enactment of a new law for it, the Commission has also
recommended that a penal section may be put in law to prevent the
discrimination and harassment faced by the children of manual scavengers and
women manual scavengers.

(H.T., 05/01)

2020 was eighth warmest year on record for India: IMD

Last year was the eighth warmest since India started keeping records in 1901,
according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD)’s Statement on Climate
of India in 2020. During the year, the annual average temperature in the country
was 0.29 degree Celsius (°C) above normal ( 29-year average from 1981-2010),
said the report which looks at temperature and rainfall trends annually. Such
temperature trends were reported despite the cooling effect of La Nina, a global
weather pattern that prevailed in 2020 and is linked to substantially below
normal temperatures in winter. In 2016, India recorded the warmest year when
the mean land surface temperature was 0.71°C above normal. The temperature
during the pre-monsoon season was below normal by 0.03°C. But both monsoon
and post-monsoon seasons were 0.43°C and 0.53°C above normal, respectively,
and that contributed to warming. The mean temperature during winter was
0.14°C above normal. India’s warming was, however, significantly lower than
the global average. The global mean temperature rise during 2020 (January to
October, as per the World Meteorological Organisation’s State of the Global
Climate) was 1.2°C above pre-industrial levels.

(H.T., 05/01)

Project to develop Central Vista gets 2:1 Supreme Court green light

A Supreme Court bench on Tuesday greenlighted the mega Central Vista project
by 2:1 majority, saying there were no infirmities in clearances granted to it.
Justice A M Khanwilkar, writing for himself and Justice Dinesh Maheswari,

January 2021 News Digest 31



National News

however, said authorities executing the project will have to get clearance from
the Heritage Conservation Committee, rejecting the Centre’s stand that the
approval was to be taken subsequently. The two judges found the process to
change the land use at the project site legal and valid. They also found all
notifications issued for the project as also the approval granted by the
environmental committee valid. The majority verdict directed the Union
Ministry of Environment to set up smog towers as an integral part of the Central
Vista project and ordered use of environment-friendly construction material. On
the issue of award of contract to a Gujarat-based firm, the court held it was just
and proper.

(N.LE., 06/01)

UK Covid variant: 13 more test positive in India, total now at 71

With 13 more people testing positive for the new UK variant of Sars-CoV-2, the
virus that causes Coronavirus disease (Covid-19), the total number of UK
returnees having tested positive for the mutant virus in the country has reached
71, the Centre has announced. The results are based on the genome sequencing
of positive samples released by the Indian Sars-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) labs that the Centre has specifically created for the purpose of
monitoring any kind of mutations in the virus. “As of now, there have been 71
positive cases detected of the new UK variant from different designated labs
across the country,” said Dr Renu Swarup, secretary, Department of
Biotechnology, in the media briefing on Tuesday. The government has asked
states to fast-track contact tracing of these positive cases, and isolate and test the
symptomatic contacts so as to curb the spread of infection that is known to be at
least 70% more infectious than the original virus.

(H.T., 06/01)

12 avian flu epicentres in India

Avian flu has been reported at 12 epicentres in four States — Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Kerala. Directions have been given to enforce
culling of sick birds as per the government’s 2015 National Avian Influenza Plan,
according to a press statement from the Ministry of Fisheries and Animal Husbandry
on Wednesday. In these States, cases of bird flu have been confirmed in crows in
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Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, in “migratory birds” in Himachal Pradesh, and in
poultry and ducks in Kerala. Avian influenza (AI) viruses have been circulating
worldwide for centuries with four known major outbreaks recorded in the last
century. India notified the first outbreak of avian influenza in 2006. Infection in
humans is not yet reported in India though the disease has an animal origin.

(H., 07/01)

SC to study anti-conversion laws of Uttarakhand and U.P.

The Supreme Court on Wednesday agreed to examine the constitutional validity
of laws enacted by States, such as Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, that
criminalise religious conversion via marriage and mandate prior official
clearance before marrying into another faith. A Bench led by Chief Justice of
India Sharad A, Bobde, however, did not stay the implementation of the
Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance, 2020 and the
Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2018, despite fervent pleas by petitioners
that “rampaging mobs are lifting off people in the middle of wedding
ceremonies,” buoyed by the enactment of the laws.

(H., 07/01)

IAF, airlines to be roped in for COVID-19 vaccine transport across India

Commercial airlines as well as the Indian Air Force are being roped in to transport
the vaccine vials as the government prepares to start giving the first jabs to immunize
the people against Covid-19 next week, said sources. The transportation of vaccines
to different parts of the country could begin Thursday evening or Friday morning.
Officials in the Union Health Ministry, in consultation with the National Expert
Group on Vaccine Administration on Covid-19, aviation ministry and cargo operators
on Thursday prepared a detailed outline for vaccine transportation. The first vaccine
vials, said officials in the health ministry, are set to be from Pune where the Serum
Institute of India has manufactured the ‘Covidshield’ developed by Oxford
University-Astra Zeneca. The Centre has planned 41 mini-hubs across the country
for the distribution of vaccines, which are mostly in state capitals where they will be
stored before finally being dispatched to districts. Delhi and Karnal will be made
mini-hubs for northern India while for the eastern part of the country, Kolkata and
Guwahati will be the mini-hub for distribution. Guwahati will also be a nodal point
for the Northeast.

(N.LE., 08/01)
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Sea of tractors touches capital from two sides ahead of Friday's
talks between farmers, Centre.

Equipped with Google maps and contact details of points-persons appointed to
guide them, thousands of farmers in tractor-trolleys descended on the Eastern
and Western Peripheral Expressways on the outskirts of the national capital on
Thursday in a dress rehearsal of ‘tractor parade’ planned on Republic Day. At
least 5,000 tractors with over 10,000 farmers took part in the rally on the arc-
shaped Kundli-Ghaziabad-Palwal (Eastern) and Kundli-Manesar-Palwal
(Western) expressways. The show of strength came a day before the government
and the farmers’ unions sit for eighth round of talks. The rally was taken out
from four different points — Singhu to Tikri border, Tikri to Kundli, Ghazipur to
Palwal and Rewasan to Palwal. The farmers camping at Singhu and Tikri borders
entered the expressway from Kundli and Sampla, respectively. Both the groups
met midway before returning to their bases. The farmers protesting at Ghazipur
border met the group from Rewasan in Palwal, Haryana, and returned to their
camps. Interestingly, the rally on KMP Expressway was joined by a large
number of farmers and youngsters from Haryana. Both at Singhu and Tikri
borders, it’s the farmers from Punjab who are leading the stir. Farmers and
youngsters were also seen in cars and jeeps. At the KMP crossing, the volunteers
continuously made announcements and alerted the farmers to drive in a lane.

(N.LE., 08/01)

Centre confirms bird flu outbreak in six states, deploys teams

The Centre on Friday bird flu outbreak in six states — Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Gujarat — and asked them to take the
required measures to contain the diseases. In Delhi and some other states, too,
deaths of dozens of birds at a few places have been reported and the samples
have been sent for testing to check if the mortality was caused by the H5N1 virus
or its HSN8 sub-type. The Centre has asked all the states to keep a vigil on any
unusual mortality among birds and to report immediately so that necessary
measures can be taken as quickly as possible. Central teams have been deployed
to visit Kerala, Haryana and Himachal for monitoring and for epidemiological
investigation.

(H., 09/01)
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India to chair UNSC's crucial Taliban and Libya sanctions
committees

India will head three jey panels in the United Nations Security Council after it
assumed a two-year-long non-permanent membership at the body on January 1.
The panels include the Taliban sanctions committee, the counter-terrorism
committee for the year 2022 and the Libya sanctions committee. By heading the
Taliban sanctions commttee, India will get a greater say in the Afghan peace
process and will be able to step up pressure on Pakistan over teh issue of
terrorism. Reacting on the development, the spokesperson of Ministry of
External Affairs, Anurag Srivastava, said India's tenure would be guided by a
commitment to promote responsible and inclusive solutions to international
peace and security.

(N.LE., 09/01)

Vaccination drive to start on January 16

The COVID-19 vaccination drive in India will begin on January16, with priority
beging given to an estimated three crore healthcare workers and frontline
workers, the Health Ministry said on Saturday. The Ministry said this would be
followed by the voluntary vaccination of people above 50 and those below 50
with co-morbidities, numbering around 27 crore. The announcement followed a
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to review the status of the
pandemic in the country along with the preparedness of the States and the Union
Territories for the vaccination programme. The Ministry, in a release, said the
Drugs Controller General of India had granted Emergency Use Authorisation to
two vaccines- Covishield and Covaxin.

(H., 10/01)

Amid farmers’ protests, govt plans to scale up Kisan e-mart

The Central government is planning to scale up the digital online platform, Kisan e-
mart, that allows farmers to directly sell their produce to private buyers, even as the
impasse over the three new agricultural laws continues. According to people
familiar with the matter, the pilot, which is currently active in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Haryana, will now be extended to Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Tripura, Gujarat and Telangana. The Kisan e-mart is a partnership between
Agri1l0x and the Common Services Centre (CSC) scheme, which operates under the
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Digital India project of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.
Nearly 375,000 CSCs are functional at the panchayat-level across India. Farmers
are allowed to register at the CSC and after their KYC is completed, they can sell
produce online without the hassle of having to transport it.

(H.T., 11/01)

Courts digitise 100 cr files during pandemic

The pandemic seems to have paved way for a digital transformation in the
judiciary. Even as courts turned to virtual platforms to hear fresh cases during
the lockdown, several High Courts in the country completely digitised their old
case records during the same period. As many as 13 High Courts has digitised
all their records, numbering around 100 crore. With the digitisation, it is now
possible to monitor the real-time progress of cases. Information on the status of
a case, date of hearing and the counsel involved is now available online. The
process involves scanning of case records and converting them into digital
format. According to the Ministry of Law and Justice, by the end of 2021 all
case records in the country, including in trial courts, will be completely digitised.
“The digitisation of records will play a vital role in shifting a daily court
proceedings to virtual mode. We have already studies the judicial system in five
countries where it is completely digitised. We are also working on a plan to
offer computer courses to fresh lawyers who are not well conversed with virtual
hearings,” a ministry official said.

(N.LE., 11/01)

Centre to bear expense of vaccinating frontline group

The Centre will bear the full expense of vaccinating three crore healthcare and
frontline workers in the first phase. This was confirmed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his videoconference call with chief ministers on Monday.
“Health workers, both government and private, will be wvaccinated first.
Sanitation workers, other frontline workers, defence forces, police and other
paramilitary forces will also be vaccinated in the first phase,” Modi said.
Thereafter, those above 50 years and younger people with serious co-morbidities
will be given the vaccine against Covid-19. During his interaction with the
CMs, Modi said that apart from Covishield and Covaxin, four others are in the
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pipeline. The PM also said that politicians should not to try to get the vaccine in
the first phase. Vaccine rollout will begin on January 16 with the help of 61,000
managers and 2 lakh vaccinators and 3.7 lakh other vaccination team members,
the CMs were informed. The priority of vaccination has been decided as per
advice of experts and the scientific community after consultation with the
states, the Prime Minister said.

(N.LE., 12/01)

Serum Institute receives purchase order for 11 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccine from govt

The Union government on Monday placed a purchase order with Serum Institute
of India (SII) for 11 million doses of Oxford COVID-19 vaccine, Covishield,
each costing Rs 210 including GST, official sources said. Dispatch of the vaccine
is likely to start by late Monday evening, they said. According to the order
placed, each dose of the vaccine has been priced at Rs 200 and with GST of Rs
10, it would cost Rs 210. The health ministry is also likely to soon sign a
purchase order for another anti-coronavirus vaccine, Covaxin, which has been
indigenously developed by Bharat Biotech, a source said. Covishield vaccine
doses would be initially shipped to 60 consignee points from where those would
be distributed to various vaccination centres across India, the sources said. As
many as 2,54,500 doses of Covishield are set to be delivered at Delhi's central
storage, Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital, in Tahirpur. According to the
Health Ministry, two doses of the vaccine need to be taken by an individual 28
days apart to complete the immunisation schedule.

(N.LE., 12/01)

Air India becomes 19th airline in world to fly plane over North pole

It was only once in August 2019 that an aircraft by an Indian Airline flew over
the North Pole. That was a validation flight by Air India aimed at proving to
various regulators its prowess to fly over the the northernmost point on the
planet. That solo effort has resulted in India getting clearance to fly over this icy,
inhospitable region. Air India on Sunday become the 19th airline in the world to
fly its plane over the North Pole. Flight no AI-176, steered by all-women cockpit
crew achieved this historic feat. Guiding them every second was Air India's
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Executive Director of Flight Safety, Capt. Nivedita Bhasin. Bhasin already has
her name etched in Indian aviation's history books. When she was just 26 years,
became the youngest women pilot in the world to fly a Boeing 737. She also
flew the Second Dreamliner flight from Charleston in the US to India. Sharing
her time on the flight, the Captain said, "It was the first Polar flight and also the
longest, for Air India, and so I was brought in to monitor all safety related
aspects. I travelled as an observer, and carried our spot checks in the cabin and
on the ground in San Francisco. During the flight, I kept checking if everything
was going on smooth and as per plan. “ she told.

(N.LE., 13/01)

Four more COVID-19 vaccines are in pipeline: Health Ministry

Four more COVID-19 vaccines are in the pipeline and their manufacturers may
approach the drug controller for emergency use authorisation, the Health
Ministry said on Tuesday. Addressing a press briefing, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said Zydus Cadila, Sputnik V, Biological E and Genova are
other vaccines also in the pipeline which are in advanced clinical trials in India.
"In the coming days you may see some of these vaccines too approaching the
drug controller for emergency use authorization," Bhushan said. Elaborating
further, Bhushan said Zydus Cadilla completed Phase 2 clinical trials of its
coronavirus vaccine in December of last year and has been granted approval for
Phase 3. Similarly, Phase 2 clinical trials of Russia's Sputnik-V COVID-19
vaccine have also concluded and Phase 3 trials are being carried out by its Indian
partner Dr. Reddy's laboratories, he said. In the case of Biological E, Bhushan
said the Phase 1 clinical trials of its vaccine started in December and Phase 2 is
expected to begin in March. Genova's RnA-based COVID-19 vaccine is
currently in Phase 1 with Phase 2 clinical trials likely to begin in March of this
year, he said.

(N.LE., 13/01)

3 lakh healthcare workers in 2934 sites to get shot on Day 1 of
vaccination drive

The Central Government has planned to inoculate around 300 lakh healthcare
workers at 2934 session sites on the first day of the world's biggest vaccination
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COVID-19 drive that begins from January 16 across India. "This is the biggest
vaccination drive in India so far and it has been decided to vaccinate about 300
lakhs healthcare workers at 2934 sites," a senior government official said on
Wednesday. Two COVID-19 vaccines -Covishield and Covaxin- have been given
Emergency Use Authorisation in the country after going through established
safety and immunogenicity through a well prescribed regulatory process. These
vaccines may cost in the range of Rs 200 to 295 in the country. Earlier in the day,
the health ministry said that full initial procurement amount of 1.65 crore doses
of Covishield and Covaxin vaccines have been allocated to all states and Union
Territories was done in proportion of Health Care Workers database.

(N.LE., 14/01)
Covid healthcare workers at risk of mental health problems: Study

More than half of doctors, nurses, and emergency responders involved in Covid-
19 care could be at risk for one or more mental health problems, including acute
traumatic stress, depression, anxiety, problematic alcohol use, and insomnia, as
per a study. While noting that the daily toll of Covid-19, as measured by new
cases and the growing number of deaths, overlooks a shadowy set of casualties,
the researchers found that the risk of these mental health conditions was
comparable to rates observed during natural disasters, such as 9/11 and
Hurricane Katrina. "What health care workers are experiencing is akin to
domestic combat," said Andrew J Smith, Ph.D., director of the U of U Health
Occupational Trauma Program at the Huntsman Mental Health Institute and the
study's corresponding author. "Although the majority of health care professionals
and emergency responders aren't necessarily going to develop PTSD, they are
working under severe duress, day after day, with a lot of unknowns. Some will
be susceptible to a host of stress-related mental health consequences. By
studying both resilient and pathological trajectories, we can build a scaffold for
constructing evidence-based interventions for both individuals and public health
systems." The study appears in the Journal of Psychiatric Research.

(N.LE., 14/01)
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COVID-19 vaccines interchangeability not allowed, Pregnant, lactating
women should not be administered shots: Centre to states

Interchangeability of COVID-19 vaccines is not permitted and pregnant and
lactating women should not be administered the shots as they have not been part
of any anti-coronavirus vaccine clinical trial so far, the health ministry said on
Thursday. In a letter to all states and Union territories, the ministry highlighted
that under the emergency use authorisation, coronavirus vaccination is indicated
only for 18 years and above. If required, COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines
should be separated by an interval of at least 14 days. "Interchangeability of
COVID-19 vaccines is not permitted. Second dose should also be of the same
COVID-19 vaccine which was administered as the first dose," the letter written
by Manohar Agnani, Additional Secretary, Union health ministry said. The
ministry has listed precautions and contraindications for COVID-19 vaccination
along with a comparative factsheet for both the vaccines (Covishield and
Covaxin) which contains information on vaccine platform, physical
specifications, dosage, cold-chain storage requirements, contraindications and
minor AEFIs (adverse event following immunization).

(N.LLE., 15/01)
Polio drops plan delayed due to mega Covid jab drive

As the country gears up to launch the mega anti-Covid-jab drive for health
workers on January 16, children in the age group of 0-5 years will have to wait
to get their share of polio drops with the Government rescheduling the polio
immunisation programme from earlier January 17 to January 31 across India.
“The massive countrywide COVID-19 vaccination drive will be rolled out by the
Prime Minister from January 16. This would be the world’s largest immunisation
exercise. Therefore, it has been decided by the Health Ministry in consultation
with the office of the President of India to reschedule the Polio vaccination day,
also known as the National Immunisation Day (NID) or ‘Polio Ravivar’ to 31st
January,” the Ministry said in the statement. The decision is in keeping with the
stated policy of the Union Health Ministry to ensure that COVID management
and vaccination services as well as non-Covid essential health services proceed
in tandem without adversely impacting each other, said the Union Health
Ministry in a statement here on Thursday. The President will launch the Polio
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National Immunisation Day on 30th January by administering Polio drops to
some children at the Rashtrapati Bhawan at 11:45 am, the statement said.

(N.LE., 15/01)

EC allows govt to use voters’ data for vaccination, asks to delete it
after drive

The Election Commission has agreed to share its electoral database with the
government authorities and assured “all other possible help” in identifying
targeted beneficiaries at the polling station-level for the Covid-19 vaccination
drive. It, however, has asked the authorities to delete the data once the
vaccination process is completed. Sources aware of the development said the
EC’s nod came following Union Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla’s letter to
Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora, urging the panel to help authorities in
identifying people above 50 years of age at the polling station-level. The sources
said, on the issue of data security, Bhalla wrote that the government was
“complying with the current best practices for ensuring cybersecurity” and
assured the panel that the data will be “used only for the purpose of vaccination”.
The EC, after detailed deliberations, wrote back to the home secretary on
January 4, saying it has decided to render “full assistance” in the vaccination
drive and asked the government to ensure that the data is “strictly used for the
limited purpose for which it has been sought”, the sources said. Some senior EC
officials will be in touch with nodal officers of the MHA and the Union Health
Ministry to settle day-to-day issues, they said.

(N.I.LE., 16/01)
Construction work of new Parliament building starts

The construction work of the new Parliament building started on Friday, a day
after ‘Makar Sankranti’, considered auspicious. “Excavation work has started at
the site where a sufficient number of labourers have been engaged to ensure that
the project is completed on time”, officials said. The site of the construction is
adjacent to the existing Parliament, which was completed in 1927. The new
building is being constructed by Tata Projects Ltd. The project is estimated to
cost Rs 971 crore. Tata Projects Ltd. said despite the 35-day delay in the
commencement of the construction work, it is confident that it will be able to
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deliver the project on or before time. The project was scheduled to start in
December last, but construction and demolition at the site was put on hold while
legal challenges to the project were pending with the apex court. On December
7, the Supreme Court allowed the ground-breaking ceremony to take place after
the government submitted an affidavit that it would not start construction,
demolition and tree transplantation until the court gave its judgment. With the
judgment clearing the project on January 5, the Central Public Works
Department moved the HCC for approval, which was granted on Monday,
according to HUA Secretary Durga Shanker Mishra. The new Parliament
building will have a triangular shape and is expected to be completed by the 75th
anniversary of India’s independence in 2022. The government plans to hold the
monsoon session of Parliament in 2022 in the new building. PM Modi had laid
the foundation stone for the new Parliament building on December 10 last year.

(P., 16/01)

To promote desi toy makers, CSC joins hands with AICTE for ‘Toycathon-
2021’

To promote toy manufacturing among domestic players, particularly among rural
entrepreneurs, the Common Service Centre (CSC), an SPV under the Ministry of
Electronics and IT Ministry, has joined hands with the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE) to organise ‘Toycathon-2021’. “Toycathon-2021 is
aimed at understanding the creativity among start-ups in rural areas, students and
professionals for developing and manufacturing toys. It is a unique opportunity
for students, teachers, start-ups and toy experts/professionals in India to submit
their innovative toys/games concepts and win prizes worth Rs.50 lakhs,” said
CSC Managing Director Dr Dinesh Tyagi. Toycathon-2021 is an inter-ministerial
initiative involving six ministries. Organised by the Ministry of Education’s
Innovation Cell with support from AICTE, the initiative is being supported by
the Ministry of Women and Child Development, Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Ministry of MSME, Ministry of Textiles and Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. Toycathon-2021 will be conducted through CSC Academy, an
arm of CSC, at 6,000 block and taluka level where CSC Academies are present.
“CSC Academy, a not-for-profit society which delivers specialized
courses/training programmes, and promotes entrepreneurship among the rural
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masses, is best suited for this unique initiative due to its reach and expertise.
(P., 17/01)
Bharat Biotech to pay compensation if Covaxin causes side effects

Bharat Biotech, which has received a government purchase order for supply of
55 lakh doses of Covaxin, a Covid-19 vaccine, will pay compensation to
recipients in case of any 'serious adverse' effects experienced after receiving the
antidote. A consent form to be signed by the vaccine recipients said, “In case of
any adverse events or serious adverse events, you will be provided medically
recognised standard of care in the government designated and authorised centres
and hospitals.” “The compensation for serious adverse event will be paid by
sponsor (BBIL) in case if the SAE is proven to be causally related to the
vaccine,” the form said. In phase 1 and 2 clinical trials, Covaxin has
demonstrated the ability to produce antidotes against COVID-19. However the
clinical efficacy of the vaccine is yet to be established and it is still being studied
in phase 3 clinical trials. “Hence, it is important to appreciate that receiving the
vaccine does not mean that other precautions related to COVID-19 need not be
followed,” it added. According to an industry expert, the company is liable to
pay compensation to people in case of serious side effects caused by the vaccine
administered while in the clinical trial mode.

(P., 17/01)
Use of regional languages increased during 2018-2020 in Upper House

The use of regional languages in the proceedings of Rajya Sabha increased
manifold during 2018-2020 with Sanskrit emerging as the fifth widely used
language among the 22 scheduled languages after Hindi, Telugu, Urdu and
Tamil. Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu has been regularly urging the members of
the House on the use of regional languages during the proceedings. According to
research done by the Rajya Sabha secretariat, while Hindi and English are the
widely used languages during the proceedings of the House, the use of 21 other
scheduled Indian languages (other than Hindi) has increased to over five times
(512 percent) per sitting in 2020 over that of the 14-year period between 2004
and 2017. During this period, four languages - Dogri, Kashmiri, Konkani and
Sonthali - have been used for the first time since the Rajya Sabha came into
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being in 1952 and another six languages - Assamese, Bodo, Gujarati, Maithili,
Manipuri and Nepali - have been used after a long gap. Rajya Sabha members
spoke in 10 scheduled languages (other than Hindi) in the House on 269
occasions during 923 sittings between 2004 and 2017 at the rate of 0.291 per
sitting, the Rajya Sabha secretariat said. In 2020, 49 interventions in regional
languages were made during 33 sittings at the rate of 1.49 per sitting, marking an
increase to 512 per cent.

(P., 18/01)

All data pertaining to trials should be made public: Experts on COVID-19
vaccine choices

A national association of doctors and scientists has demanded that all data
pertaining to COVID-19 vaccine trials should be made public to enable scientists
and healthcare workers to make informed choices regarding administration of
vaccination. In a statement issued on Sunday, the Progressive Medicos and
Scientists Forum said the Clinical Trial (PMSF) Phase 3 data should be evaluated
in a transparent manner as and when available for India for both vaccines and the
decision to grant Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) may be revisited once the
Phase 3 trials are completed. They demanded that all data pertaining to the
vaccine trials should be made public to enable scientists and healthcare workers
to make informed choices regarding administration of vaccines for themselves
and for their larger communities. "All healthcare workers should have an option
for opting out without any fear, coercion or any other adverse impact on them,
including linking vaccination status to air travel restrictions," it said. The body
further demanded that the continuation or eligibility for working as healthcare
should not have any precondition of COVID-19 vaccination, as is being done in
a few countries.

(N.LE., 18/01)

India to send 20 lakh Covid-19 vaccines to Dhaka, Pakistan explores
options

While India plans to send 20 lakh doses of Covid-19 vaccines to Bangladesh,
another neighbour, Pakistan, is exploring options to get made-in-India vaccines,
either through a global alliance for vaccines or through the bilateral route, The
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Indian Express has learnt. On Monday, authorities in Bangladesh confirmed that on
Wednesday, January 20, a specially equipped plane will carry 20 lakh doses of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine — manufactured in India by the Serum Institute of
India under the name Covishield — to Dhaka. The consignment will be handed over
to the Bangladesh government by the Indian High Commission in Dhaka.
Bangladesh has had more than 5 lakh cases of Covid, with about 7,900 deaths so far.
Pakistan’s move to source Indian vaccines comes after the country’s drug regulator,
the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP), over the weekend approved
Oxford-AstraZeneca’s Covid-19 vaccine for emergency use. Pakistan has reported
more than 5 lakh Covid cases and almost 11,000 deaths.

(P., 19/01)
Over 3.81 lakh receive COVID jabs, 580 adverse events reported

A total of 3,81,305 beneficiaries have so far been vaccinated for Covid-19 and
580 adverse events following immunisation were reported in the first three days
of the inoculation drive in the country, the Union Health Ministry said on
Monday. It also said of the two deaths reported, the death of 52-year-old Mahipal
Singh from Moradabad in UP (who was vaccinated on January 16 and died on
the evening of January 17) was not related to vaccination as per the post mortem
report. “The postmortem report by a board of three doctors revealed death due to
reveals the immediate cause of death as a cardio-pulmonary disease (pockets of
pus in lungs, enlarged heart)- not related to vaccination,” Manohar Agnani,
additional secretary in the health ministry, said at a press briefing.Agnani said
1,48,266 beneficiaries were vaccinated across 25 states and Union Territories till
5 pm on Monday. The second person to die was a 43-year-old man in
Karnataka’s Bellary. The government said “the cause of death anterior wall
infarction with cardio-pulmonary failure”.

(N.LE., 19/01)

Indian military team to leave for Russia soon to train on operational
aspects of S-400 missiles

A group of Indian military personnel is leaving for Russia in the next few days to
undergo training on key operational aspects of the S-400 air defence systems as
Moscow looks at supplying the first batch of the missile to India later this year,
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officials said on Tuesday. Russian Ambassador Nikolay R Kudashev interacted
with the group at an event in the Russian embassy on Tuesday during which he
said the S-400 programme is one of the flagship projects in further boosting
military cooperation between the two countries. He said Indo-Russia military
and military-technical ties were based on "ever-growing extraordinary mutual
interest", coherence, consistency and complementarity. In October 2018, India
had signed a USD 5 billion deal with Russia to buy five units of the S-400 air
defence missile systems, notwithstanding a warning from the Trump
administration that going ahead with the contract may invite US sanctions. India
made the first tranche of payment of around USD 800 million to Russia for the
missile systems in 2019. The S-400 is known as Russia's most advanced long-
range surface-to-air missile defence system.

(N.LLE., 20/01)
India to provide Covid jabs to friendly countries

Following request from several countries for its two vaccines—Covishield and
Covaxin, India is all set to provide the jabs under grant assistance to Bhutan,
Maldives, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar and Seychelles, to begin with from
Wednesday. It will also send shipments to Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and Mauritius
as well on receipt of necessary regulatory clearances. However, India said that it
will be ensured that domestic manufacturers will have adequate stocks to meet
domestic requirements while supplying abroad. In a tweet, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said India is deeply honoured to be a “long-trusted” partner in
meeting the healthcare needs of the global community and that supplies of the
vaccines to several countries will commence on Wednesday, and more will
follow in the days ahead. India is one of the world’s biggest drugmakers, and an
increasing number of countries have already approached it for procuring the
coronavirus vaccines. The Ministry of External Affairs said India will supply
Covid-19 vaccines to partner countries over the coming weeks and months in a
phased manner keeping in view the domestic requirements. In a statement, the
MEA said India has received several requests for the supply of Indian-
manufactured vaccines from neighbouring and key partner countries.

(P., 20/01)
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Narendra Modi government proposes to put farm laws on hold for
two years to break the ice

The tenth round of talks with the protesting farmers on Wednesday opened a
window of opportunity to break the deadlock on the contentious farm laws with
the Centre proposing to constitute a new committee as also keeping the laws on
hold for two years or more and the farmers agreeing to consider them. The two
sides will meet again on Friday, when the farmers are expected to spell out their
stand on the suggestions after holding consultations among themselves on
Thursday. The fact that the government came out with new proposals and the
farmers agreed to examine them are being seen as signs of accommodation from
both sides. Until Wednesday, the government’s consistent stand was that it was
ready to amend the laws while the farmers remained firm in their repeal-or-
nothing demand. Sources said the Centre, during the meeting, urged the farmers
to consider its proposal for an hour separately. The two sides broke off into
different rooms following which the farmer unions agreed to consider the offer.
However, they insisted that their demand of repealing the laws still stands.

(N.L.LE., 21/01)
Names of 20 'Galwan heroes' inscribed on national war memorial

The names of 20 Indian Army personnel, who were killed while valiantly fighting
Chinese troops in Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh in June last year, were inscribed
on the National War Memorial ahead of the Republic Day, official sources said. Col
B Santosh Babu, the commanding officer of the 16 Bihar regiment, was among the
Indian soldiers who laid down their lives in the fierce hand-to-hand combat on June
15, an incident that marked one of the most serious military conflicts between the
two sides in decades. China is yet to disclose the number of its soldiers killed and
injured in the clash though it officially admitted to having suffered casualties.
According to an American intelligence report, the number of casualties on the
Chinese side was 35. The Galwan Valley clash had escalated the border row in
eastern Ladakh and resulted in a large deployment of troops and heavy weaponry by
both the armies at the friction points. "The names of the Galwan heroes have been
inscribed at the National War Memorial," said a source. Some of these soldiers are
also likely to be honoured with gallantry awards on the Republic Day.

(N.LE., 21/01)
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Centre modifies CoWIN app to address lower vaccination

Amid reports of low turnout of beneficiaries for Covid-19 vaccinations and
wastage of vaccines, the Centre has modified the CoWIN app, the platform
driving the immunisation drive, to allow registered but non-allocated individuals
to take the shots. This new feature will permit states to accommodate walk-ins,
especially at centres where less than 100 people per day, as planned, are taking
the jabs. “While the average vaccination sessions allowed per site are 100, in a
majority of the states, fewer people were turning up as a result of which a large
number of vaccines were getting wasted,” said an official in the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare. “Therefore, following requests by the states, we
have created a provision in the app to also accommodate registered beneficiaries
scheduled to take the jab on other dates.” The pace of the vaccination, since the
launch on January 16, however, has been slower than expected and till Thursday
10,40,014 beneficiaries had taken either Covishield or Covaxin across India.

(N.LE., 22/01)
Farmers draw hard line, reject Centre’s offer to stay farm laws

Drawing the hard line to press for the repeal of the new agriculture laws, farmer
unions Thursday rejected the Centre’s offer to keep the laws in abeyance for 18
months and form a joint committee to address grievances. The unions, scheduled
to return to the talks table Friday, were virtually split down the middle at a
meeting to discuss the Centre’s offer. Sources told The Indian Express that of the
32 unions from Punjab, more than a dozen were in favour of accepting the offer,
but the majority vote carried the resolution to reject the offer. A statement on
behalf of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, the umbrella body of organisations
spearheading the protest, released by Darshan Pal of Krantikari Kisan Union,
stated: “In a full general body meeting of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha today, the
proposal put forth by the Government yesterday was rejected. A full repeal of
three central farm acts and enacting a legislation for remunerative MSP for all
farmers were reiterated as the pending demands of the movement.”

(L.E., 22/01)
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Women army officers once again move SC for grant of permanent
commission, promotions and benefits

Eleven women army officers have moved the Supreme Court seeking
compliance of its February last year directions to the Centre for grant of
permanent commission, promotions and consequential benefits to them "in an
inclusive, fair, just and reasonable manner". In a plea, Lieutenant Colonel Ashu
Yadav and 10 other women Army officers alleged that the directions were not
being complied with in "letter and spirit". The procedures for grant of permanent
commission is "vitiated with arbitrariness, unfairness and unreasonableness",
they alleged in the petition, which is scheduled to be taken up for hearing by a
bench headed by Justice D Y Chandrachud on January 27. "The respondent
institution is not leaving any possibility of thrusting their stand of unequal
treatment to the women officers indirectly by trapping them into technical and
procedural formalities and consequential denial of their rights," it said. The
conduct of the Centre suggests that it is "playing a psychological warfare with
these women officers" to avoid every possibility of granting them the benefits of
permanent commission, promotion and consequential benefits, which is in clear
violation of the order dated February 17, 2020, the plea said.

(N.LE., 23/01)

Ministry of Home Affairs asks States, UTs to protect, rehabilitate
transgenders

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has written a letter to all chief secretaries
of Union Territories and states on protection of rights of transgender persons and
also directed them to sensitise police and prison officials in this regard. The
Ministry has also said that all states are required to protect and rehabilitate
transgenders. "The law mandates adequate steps to be taken by the State
Governments/Union Territories for not only providing for welfare measures to be
taken but steps to be taken for rescue, protection and rehabilitation of a
transgender person,” read the MHA's letter. The MHA has said that under section
18 of the Transgenders (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, it is a punishable
offence in case anyone compels or entices a transgender person to indulge in the
act of forced or bonded labour other than any compulsory service for public
purposes imposed by the government. While giving details of the act, MHA said
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if someone denies a transgender person the right of passage to a public place or
obstructs such person from using or having access to a public place to which
other members have access to or a right to use, forces or causes a transgender
person to leave the household, village or other place of residence, it also falls
under the category of punishable offence.

(N.LE., 23/01)

Bird flu confirmed in 12 Indian states for crow, migratory and wild
birds: Centre

The central government on Saturday informed that avian influenza or bird flu has
been confirmed in nine states for poultry birds and in 12 states for the crow,
migratory and wild birds till January 24. "Till January 24 outbreaks of Avian
Influenza (Bird flu) have been confirmed in 9 States (Kerala, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab) for poultry birds and in 12 states (Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi,
Rajasthan, Jammu and Kashmir and Punjab) for Crow/Migratory/ Wild birds,"
informed the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying. Control and
Containment Operations (Cleaning and Disinfection) are going on in the rest of the
affected epicenters of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and
Uttarakhand. Compensation is paid to farmers whose poultry birds, eggs and poultry
feed are culled/disposed of by the state as per the action plan. "The Department of
Animal Husbandry & Dairying (DAHD), Government of India provides funds to
states / UTs on a 50:50 sharing basis under Assistance to States for control of animal
diseases (ASCAD) component of its Livestock Health and Disease Control
Scheme," the ministry said.

(N.LE., 24/01)
Downloadable e-version of voter card to be launched on January 25

Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad will on Monday launch the electronic version
of the voter identity card which can be downloaded on a mobile phone or a
personal computer. The e-elector photo identity card is non-editable digital
version of the elector photo identity card and it can be saved in facilities such as
digital locker and can be printed in the PDF format, Election Commission
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officials said. "Union minister Ravi Shankar Prasad will launch the e-EPIC
programme and distribute e-EPICs and Elector Photo Identity Cards to five new
voters," a Commission statement said on Sunday. The physical card takes time to
print and reach the voter, and the idea is to provide faster delivery and easy
accessibility to the document, the statement said. The Aadhaar card, Permanent
Account Number (PAN) card and driving licence are available in digital mode.
Introduced in 1993, the elector photo identity cards are acceptable as proof of
identity and address. The e version of the voter card is being launched to mark
the anniversary of the Election Commission.

(N.LE., 24/01)

Next-generation surface-to-air Akash missile successfully test-fired

Achieving a major milestone in the ongoing Surface to Air Missile (SAM)
programme, India on Monday successfully conducted the first test of Akash-New
Generation (NG) aiming to bolster country’s air defence capabilities.The missile
was launched from a mobile platform at the Launching Complex - III of the
Integrated Test Range off Odisha coast at about 2.30 pm against an electronic
target. Defence sources said, the missile intercepted the target with text book
precision having met all the test objectives by performing high manoeuvrs
during the trajectory. Performance of the command and control system, onboard
avionics and aerodynamic configuration of the missile was successfully
validated during the maiden trial. Akash-NG is a new generation SAM system
meant for use by Indian Air Force to intercept high manoeuvring low radar cross
section aerial threats. This advanced variant comes with Active Electronically
Scanned Array (AESA) multi-function radar that features all three functions -
search, track and fire control in one platform. The earlier version is guided by
phased array fire control radar.The missile, with canisterised launcher and much
smaller ground system footprint, has been developed with better deployability
compared to other similar systems. The multi function radar was tested for its
capability of integration with new missile system.

(N.LE., 25/01)

COVID persistence may lead to regional strains with improved fitness:
Study

January 2021 News Digest 51




National News

Following a study of genomes of various variants of Covid-19 virus from over 2
lakh samples, scientists have predicted that the persistence of pandemic may lead
to the emergence of newer regional strains with improved fitness. The scientists
analysed 200,865 SARS-CoV-2 genome sequences from 155 countries, which
had 2.58 million mutations as of late last year as compared to the reference
Wuhan strain. They found about 39% synonymous mutations, mutations that are
usually minor and do not change the amino acids while about 51% were non-
synonymous mutations, which are mutations that change the amino acids. Upon
comparing the variants predominant in the three new strains, the researchers
found four common hotspot mutations, noted scientists attached with the
Integrated Cancer Genomics Laboratory, Homi Bhabha National Institute and
Institute of Advanced Virology, Kerala. Their paper “Evolving Insights from
SARS-CoV-2 Genome from 200K COVID-19 Patients” says that N501Y was the
base mutation in all the three variants, with the South African and Brazilian
strains showing additional E484K mutation in the spike protein.

(N.LE., 25/01)

Over 139 million Indian women now use modern methods of
contraception: Report

Over 139 million women and girls in India now use modern methods of
contraception, according to a new report released on Tuesday. The report
published by FP2020, a global partnership that supports the reproductive rights
of women and girls, details the progress achieved in family planning over the
past eight years. In 13 low-income countries, the number of modern
contraceptive users has doubled since 2012 and more than 121 million
unintended pregnancies, 21 million unsafe abortions, and 1,25,000 maternal
deaths were prevented in the last year alone, the report said. As a result of
contraceptive use in India, more than 54.5 million unintended pregnancies were
prevented, and 1.8 million unsafe abortions and 23,000 maternal deaths averted
in the last year alone. In 2017, India updated its FP2020 commitment with two
very specific, data-driven pledges: to invest USD 3 billion of domestic resources
in family planning by 2020, and to increase the country's modern contraceptive
prevalence for married women from 53.1 per cent to 54.3 per cent by 2020, with
74 per cent of the demand for modern contraceptives satisfied. Both of those
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commitments have been fulfilled. "India continues to be one of the countries
with the highest levels of domestic government expenditure, reflecting the
governments' commitment to its family planning programmes," the report said.

(N.LE., 26/01)

Samyukta Kisan Morcha disassociates itself from violence during tractor
parade

Farmers' union body Samyukta Kisan Morcha Tuesday disassociated itself from
those who indulged in violence during the tractor parade, and alleged some
"antisocial elements" infiltrated their otherwise peaceful movement. The union
also condemned and regretted the "undesirable" and "unacceptable” events as the
parade turned violent after several groups of farmers deviated from the pre-
decided route for the march. The Samkyukta Kisan Morcha, an umbrella body of
41 farmer unions, is leading the protest against the three central farm laws at
several border points of Delhi. "We thank farmers for the unprecedented
participation in today's farmers' Republic Day Parade. We also condemn and
regret the undesirable and unacceptable events that have taken place today and
dissociate ourselves from those indulging in such acts. "Despite all our efforts,
some organisations and individuals have violated the route and indulged in
condemnable acts. Antisocial elements had infiltrated the otherwise peaceful
movement. We have always held that peace is our biggest strength, and that any
violation would hurt the movement," the farmers' body said in a statement.

(N.LE., 26/01)

Covaxin effective against U.K. virus variant, says study

Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin has been found to neutralise the U.K. variant of the
COVID-19 virus with “similar efficiency” as the strain used for making the
vaccine and hence “dispels the uncertainty of possible neutralisation escape”
following vaccination, say results posted on the bioRxiv preprint server.
Preprints are yet to be peer-reviewed and published in medical journals. The
work was carried out by researchers from ICMR and Bharat Biotech, Hyderabad.
The sera from people vaccinated with Covaxin were tested against the same
strain used for making the vaccine, another strain found in India, and the U.K..
variant. The median ratio of 50% nuetralisation of sera was found to be 80% for
the U.K. variant and 90% for the strain circulating in India, but different from the
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one used for making the vaccine, Dr. Samiran Panda of the ICMR and one of the
authors of the preprint told The Hindu.
(H., 28/01)

‘A global Challenge to deliver vaccine’

If 2020 was the year of discovery of COVID 19 vaccines 2021 will be the year
India faces the challenge of getting them to people across the world who most
need it. Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan, who is the Chairman of the
Executive Board of the World Health Organisation, has said. He chaired the 148™
session of the Board on Tuesday, said a press release issued by the Health
Ministry on Wednesday. The release said Anthony Fauci, chief medical adviser
to the U.S. President, addressed the Board on behalf of the Biden administration,
announcing that the U.S. would remain a member of WHO and fulfil its financial
obligations, with continued technical collaboration at all levels, including
through its collaborating centres.

(H., 28/01)

Farmers face pushback at protest sites

There was a confrontation like situation on the Singhu border on Thursday when
a group of people, claiming to be locals, staged a demonstration against the
farmer's agitation demanding that the inter-state highway be cleared. As the
agitation was nearing the two-month mark, heavy security was deployed and all
entry points to the protest site were barricaded by security personnel, with
farmer's on one side and the locals on the other. Mahesh Chauhan, a resident of
the Pala Village, said “The road has been blocked for over two months now and
it is causing inconvenience to all, including labourers and villages.” “We want
the road cleared. Today, we have come as a relatively small group. Tomorrow, a
larger number of villagers will be gathering here”, he added. Meanwhile the
Ghaziabad administration and farmer unions continued at the Ghazipur border
late on Thursday following orders to vacate the site.

(H., 29/01)
More 'Made in India' COVID-19 vaccines on the way, says PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Thursday that more 'Made in India'
COVID-19 vaccines are on the way to help speed up the world's vaccination
efforts, and India's economy would help global growth recover from the
aftermath of the pandemic. “So far, there are only two Made in India Vaccines
available. In the coming days, many more vaccines are expected to arrive.
These will help the world vaccinate more people in an expediatious way,” said
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the Prime Minister at the World Economic Forum's virtual Davos Summit.
Seeking to assuage concerns about India's self reliance aspirations as enunciated
under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Programme, the Prime Minister said this drive
would support globalism with a new vigour. “I would like to assure all here that
India's every success. Even Atma Nirbhar Bharat is committed to global supply
chains. We have the capacity and reliability to be a part of the global supply
chain. We have large consumer base as were and as it grows, it will help the
world's economy too he said.

(H., 29/01)

Economic Survey predicts 11% growth next fiscal

India’s economy is firmly in the middle of a V-shaped recovery and will bounce
back to record 11% growth in 2021-22 after an estimated 7.7 % contraction this
year, as per a “conservative” estimate in the Economic Survey for 2020-21,
which termed this a “lockdown dividend” from the country’s stringent response
to the COVID-19 pandemic.Making a strong pitch for the government to loosen
its purse strings to spur the economy with a “counter-cyclical fiscal push” till the
country returns to its pre-COVID-19 growth path, the survey, tabled in
Parliament on Friday, defended the conservative fiscal stimulus during the initial
phase of the pandemic, stating that pushing down on the accelerator while the
brakes are clamped “only wastes fuel”. Comparing the Indian economy’s
resurgence from the collapse in the first two quarters of the year to the country’s
recent cricketing fortunes, which recovered swiftly from the lows of being
bowled out for 36 in the Adelaide Test to register a series win against Australia,
Chief Economic Adviser Krishnamurthy Subramanian indicated that it was time
to switch fiscal gears to a more aggressive approach.

(H., 30/01)

Gouvt. tightens oversight on funds received by NGOs

The Union Home Ministry has laid down a charter for banks which says that
“donations received in Indian rupees” by non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and associations from “any foreign source even if that source is located
in India at the time of such donation” should be treated as foreign contribution.
As per the existing rules, all banks have to report to the Central government
within 48 hours the “receipt or utilisation of any foreign contribution” by any
NGO, association or person whether or not they are registered or granted prior
permission under the FCRA. Last September, the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010, was amended by Parliament and a new provision that
makes it mandatory for all NGOs to receive foreign funds in a designated bank
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account at the State Bank of India’s (SBI) New Delhi branch was inserted.
(H., 30/01)

Govt. plans law to ban bitcoin, set up official digital currency

India plans to introduce a law to ban private cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin and
put in place a framework for an official digital currency to be issued by the
central bank, according to a legislative agenda listed by the government. The law
will “create a facilitative framework for creation of the official digital currency
to be issued by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),” the agenda, published on the
lower house website on Friday, showed. The legislation, listed for debate in the
current Parliamentary session, seeks “to prohibit all private cryptocurrencies in
India, however, it allows for certain exceptions to promote the underlying
technology for cryptocurrency and its uses,” the government said.

(H., 31/01)

‘7% of those aged 10 years or older exposed to virus by August
2020’

Approximately one in 15 individuals aged 10 years or older in India is likely to
have gone through a SARS —CoV-2 infection by August 18, 2020, according to
the findings of a survey published in the Lancet Global Health. Adult sero-
prevalence increased approximately tenfold between May and August, 2020, said
the survey that was funded by the Indian Council of Medical Research. The
study, titled ‘SARS-CoV-2 antibody sero-prevalence in India, August —
September 2020°, found that sero-prevalence was highest in urban slums. The
survey added that the lower infection-to-case ratio in August than in May
reflected a substantial increase in testing across the country. Serum samples
were collected from 29.082 individuals from 15.613 households between August
18 — September 20, 2020.

(H., 31/01)
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ANDHRA PRADESH

Andhra Pradesh intermediate board to implement 1:40 teacher-student ratio

The Board of Intermediate Education (BIE), the regulator of the crucial two-year
intermediate course in Andhra Pradesh, will implement a teacher-student ratio of
1:40 from the next academic year, 2021-22, an official said on Thursday.
However, for the current 2020-21 academic year, obeying the Andhra High
Court ruling, BIE will allow a maximum number of 88 students per classroom.
“Yes, definitely we will reduce it to 40. Whatever studies the High Court has
directed us to do, we will conduct them,” BIE secretary V. Ramakrishna told.
The BIE envisioned restricting the number of students in a classroom to 40,
adhering to international standards of the teacher-student ratio, considering the
endless number of students corporate colleges were cramming into classrooms.
However, the court allowed 88 students per classroom for this academic year.
Ramakrishna himself is clueless about who recommended this 88 ratio earlier,
which was existing as a government order even before the court recommended
it. The state government has chosen not to challenge the High Court ruling in the
Supreme Court as students and parents are eager to start the academic year after
the time they lost due to the corona virus pandemic.

(P., 08/01)

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Arunachal to hire porters to transport food grains

Arunachal Pradesh has sought a return to the British-era system of using porters
to transport foodgrains in remote administrative circles to save on air freight
charges paid or payable to the Indian Air Force(IAF). Appointment of porters
under the Auxiliary Labour Corps was stopped after Arunachal Pradesh attained
statehood in 1987.

(H., 10/01)
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BIHAR

Vocational training for shelter home girls across Bihar

Self reliance is the keyword the state government is banking on to transform the
lot of girls sheltered in various care homes in Bihar. Under a new model, the
government aims to make all girls at state-sponsored institutions self-reliant
through vocational training by the time they turn 18. The plan is significant as it
comes in the wake of the 2018 sex scandal at a Muzaffarpur-based Girls Shelter
Home. After having sent 14 girls from the shelter homes at Begusarai,
Madhubani, Patna, Mothari, and Purnia to Bengaluru and other cities for
vocational training in 2020, they plan to send another batch of 30 girls to
participate in a programme on hotel management. The girls would be sent to
Bengaluru, among other cities, in association with the Children and Human
Rights Organisations Centre for Juvenile Justice. “Now, the second batch of 30
inmates — educated up to classes VI and VII — will be sent to Bengaluru for
training on housekeeping to make them financially self reliant,” the director of
the department said.

(N.LE., 09/01)

Bihar to introduce tracking system to curb high school dropout rates in
state

In a first of its kind move aimed to check the drop-out rate among children in
Bihar, the state education department is set to introduce a tracking system. At
present, the drop-out rate between children from primary to secondary levels is
approximately 32 per cent, almost 34 per cent of whom are girls. Expressing
concern, the state education department is preparing a system to ascertain when
and how many children drop out of school. Principal secretary of the education
department Sanjay Kumar, said that the system once developed and introduced,
will not only aid in tracking the dropout rate of children in schools but also of
those pursuing technical or professional education. The system will be
introduced for around 3 crore students enrolled in more than 78,000 government
schools from classes 1 to 12. "It will take six months to put it (the system) in
place,” Kumar said. Adding, that once enrolled, the children's performances can
be tracked by the government till they graduate. Quoting a government statistic
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from 2018, Kumar shared that out of over 24 lakh children enrolled in class 1,
only around 4 lakh of them completed their school level education.

(N.LE., 14/01)

Bihar to soon have gas insulated power sub-station

Bihar has started working on setting up a gas insulated power sub-station, with
high safety features, in the state. A couple of days ago, secretary of Bihar energy
department Sanjiv Hans went to Naubatpur in Patna and reviewed the work for
the Naubatpur 400/220/132/33KV Gas Insulated Sub Station. The gas insulated
power sub-station happens to be an upgraded technology which requires less
maintenance. Hans said that this gas insulated power sub-station is due for
completion by June 2021. "It will augment and stabilise power supply in and
around areas of Patna. Apart from the state capital, Ara will also be one of the
beneficiary of this gas insulated power sub-station", Hans claimed. In addition to
this project, a power grid is also being set up in Katihar from which the
international transmission of power can be done to Bangladesh and Bhutan also.
With the completion of Katihar based power grid by 2022, Bihar will be the first
state in the country to have international power transmission power connectivity
with Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan.

(N.LE., 23/01)

Digital land records to be a click away

In a State like Bihar, where land disputes dominate the crime scene, the state
government is working to put even 100-year-old land records available at just
with a click. A new system is being implemented for the search of land
documents at the government level at warfooting. For this, 163 zones of the
state have been selected in the first phase and the land documents are being
digitizing and scanned for keeping them in digital preservation. Once
implemented, the Document Management System and the Record management
System will allow public to track their records online.

(H., 30/01)
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CHHATTISGARH

Maoists’ 'area of influence' declines but Chhattisgarh remains worst
affected

Chhattisgarh saw a consistent decline in areas cited as the stronghold of the
outlawed CPI (Maoist), though the state still remains as the worst-hit as over half
of the violent incidents in the country involving the Red brigade have been
reported only in Bastar zone. The comprehensive crime statistics released by the
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) also suggest the state continues as the
hardest-hit by violence and crime unleashed by Maoists. With the reach and the
cross district raids by the security forces continue, as many as 16 new base
camps were set up in 2020 across the strategically chosen hypersensitive
forested terrain of conflict zone in south Chhattisgarh. “Inspite of various
challenges of Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown, the security forces could make
decisive inroads into some of the erstwhile epicentre of Maoists. The area of
influence of Maoists reduced to a great extent as the forces moved in to set up
new posts. The rebels on backfoot are restricted to small pockets of affected
districts. As many as 105 times we carried out the raids at naxal hideouts and
engaged in exchange of fire with the red guerrillas,” said Sunderraj P, inspector
general of police (Bastar Range).This year the troopers recovered 40 bodies of
the rebels killed in an encounter and arrested as many as 390 during the anti-
Maoist operations. The forces lost 36 personnel in the gunfight with the ultras.

(N.LE., 02/01)

Chhattisgarh first state to block covaxin

Chhattisgarhs government on Sunday said it was not inclined to use Bharat
Biotech's Covaxin unless the vaccine successfully completes the recommended
testing process, thus becoming the first state to indicate it may refuse the jab
ahead of the national rollout of the vaccination programme on January 16,
Whether or not other opposition states would adopt a similar approach was not
immediately known. “ The vaccine has been approved for emergency use (by
the Drug Controller General of India). But its use should be avoided until its
complete result are out, “Chhattisgarh health minister T S Singh Deo said . “In
my opinion, it should not be allowed in the state. As of now, I am not confident
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of asking people to accept this vaccine,” he added.

(N.LE., 11/01)

Indian Railways longest freight train 'Vasuki' creates new record in
SECR zone

The South-East Central Railways (SECR) zone in Chhattisgarh breaks its own
previous record by successfully operating the longest ever freight train by
amalgamating five rakes of goods trains as one unit of around 3.5 km. Named as
"Vasuki', it covered the distance of 224 km between the railway stations of Bhilai
and Korba and took about seven hours. The "Vasuki', comprising of 300 wagons
of long haul rake of five goods trains, ran with the help of one pilot, one assistant
loco pilot and a guard. The nation’s most profitable railways zone SECR had
earlier operated 177 loaded wagons "Super Anaconda" of 2 km long freight train
on 29 June 2020, then connecting three goods trains using the latest technology
of Distributed Power Control System (DPCS). SECR also successfully operated
another trial 'Shesh-Naag' of 251 empty wagons with four electric locomotives
that traveled a distance of 260 km from Nagpur to Bilaspur.

(N.LE., 23/01)

DELHI

Delhi govt to set up Tamil academy

Delhi government’s Department of Art, Culture, and Language on Sunday set-up
a Tamil academy to promote the language and culture of the southern state of
Tamil Nadu. Delhi deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia, who also holds the
charge of the Art, Culture, and Language department, said, “It is this diversity
that forms Delhi’s vibrant and cosmopolitan culture. Delhi has a large population
of people from Tamil Nadu and we want to present a platform to the people of
Delhi to get a taste of the art and culture of Tamil Nadu.” The Delhi government
has appointed a former councilor and member of Delhi Tamil Sangam N Raja as
the Vice-Chairman of the academy. In a statement issued by the government,
Raja said, “I am glad to see that the Delhi Government under Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia has established the Tamil language academy. I am honored to be
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a part of this academy. The Tamil language and culture have a long tradition in
the history of Indian culture as well as in Delhi.”

(HL.T., 04/01)

Well-designed timetable, no heavy school bags: Kejriwal government issues
policy to cut burden

From well-designed timetable, limited use of notebooks, awareness programmes
and a variety of co-curricular activities, the Delhi government has issued a slew
of directions to reduce the weight of school bags. The Directorate of Education
(DoE) issued these revised guidelines on Monday for cutting down the burden
students carry every day to school were issued in view of the fresh School Bag
Policy 2020 released by the Union Ministry of Education last month. According
to the policy, school bags should not be more than 10 per cent of the bodyweight
of students studying in classes I —X.The newly framed rules say that no
homework should be given to students till class II and students of pre-primary
classes shouldn’t carry school bags. The notice, recommending various measures
to reduce the weight of school bags, has been sent to heads of all schools in the
national capital. Noting that the school diary or Almanac also adds to the weight
of the school bag, the DoE also suggests usage of digital mode of
communication to contact parents.

(N.LE., 06/01)

Air quality in Delhi touches hazardous level

Air quality in Delhi spiked to dangerous levels due to low ventilation and calm
surface winds as Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research ( SAFAR )
predicted on Saturday. According to the National Ambient Air Quality Index
( NAAQI ), the overall Air Quality Index ( AQI ) was recorded at 492
micrograms per cubic. According to SAFAR, the values of Suspended
Particulate Matters ( SPMs ) were recorded 436 and 278 microgram per cubic
for Particulate Matters ( PM ) 10 and 2.5.SAFAR, in its short range weather
forecast said that the air pollution in Delhi has spiked to dangerous levels due to
extremely low ventilation and calm surface winds. On Saturday morning, the air
quality touched the hazardous level with the AQI touching 492.SAFAR further
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said that slight improvements in surface winds are observed wind speed is
moderate and West northwesterly. “Due to slight better ventilation marginal
improvement air quality is forecasted for Sunday, AQI likely to improve to the
higher end of Very Poor. The SAFAR forecast reveals that AQI will continue at
the high end of the Very Poor category for January 18, This is likely to be the
first extended extreme air pollution event for 2021. Further improvement is
expected on January 19, 20,” it added.

(P., 17/01)

Govt orders 'lockdown' against large gatherings in Delhi; temporary
internet shutdown in parts of city as agri protests turn violent
Following violence in parts of the city during the tractor rally, Delhi Police on
Tuesday announced a ‘lockdown’ to prevent ‘large gatherings’ and suspended
internet in several parts of Delhi. Police authorities decided there would be no
large assemblies, congregations of religious, political, social and cultural nature
up to December 31. The government also ordered temporary suspension of
internet services in parts of Delhi-NCR as a tractor parade by protesting farmers
turned violent at several locations in the national capital, officials said. The
internet shutdown will be effective till midnight Tuesday in Delhi's Singhu,
Ghazipur, Tikri, Mukarba Chowk, Nangloi and their adjoining areas. An order
issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs said the decision has been taken in
exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Indian Telegraph Act 1855.

(N.LE., 26/01)

GUJARAT

Gujarat government decides to rename dragon fruit as '‘Kamalam':
CM Vijay Rupani

The Gujarat government has decided to rename dragon fruit as 'Kamalam', Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani has said. The state government has applied for a patent to
change the nomenclature of dragon fruit, which is largely grown in Kutch, Navsari
and different parts of Saurashtra, to 'Kamalam', Rupani told reporters on Tuesday.
"The name dragon fruit is not proper, and due to its name one thinks of China. So
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Trn

we have given it the name 'Kamalam'," he said. Asked why the name 'Kamalam'
has been given to the fruit, Rupani said, "Farmers say it looks like lotus and that is
the reason we have named it 'Kamalam'." The fruit is found in arid areas of the state
and it is known for its nutritional value, like it also helps in increasing the

hemoglobin, Rupani said in reply to question on the need to rename it.

(N.LE., 20/01)

JAMMU & KASHMIR

Committee to look into Ladakh issues

A committee would be constituted under Minister of State for Home G. Kishan
Reddy to find an appropriate solution to the issues related to language, culture
and conservation of land in the Union Territory of Ladakh, the Home Ministry
said in a statement on Wednesday. A 10-member delegation of Ladakh met
Home Minister Amit Shah. “In view of the difficult geographical conditions and
the strategic importance of Ladakh, all the representatives expressed their
concern with respect to conservation of language, culture and land of Ladakh,
participation of the people of Ladakh in its development, protection of
employment and changes in the demography of Ladakh region. A protest was
also held in this regard before the LAHDC[Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council] elections,” the Ministry said.

(H., 07/01)

Centre approves Rs 28,000-crore plan to draw industries in J&K

The Centre on Wednesday approved a Rs 28,400-crore new industrial
developmental scheme, paving the path for attracting investments and creating
jobs for the youth in the militancy-hit Jammu and Kashmir. The Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), headed by the Prime Minister, on
Wednesday approved the proposal of Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade for Central Sector Scheme for Industrial Development of Jammu
& Kashmir. The scheme will stay in force till 2037, and Rs 1,123.84 crore has
already been disbursed under various special packages, the government said, in a
statement. Welcoming the approval given by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs to the Central Sector Scheme for Industrial Development of
Jammu and Kashmir, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said the decision illustrates
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how the Union Territory holds a ‘special place’ in heart of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. According to CCEA, the provisions of the scheme aim at drawing both small
and large units. Smaller units with an investment in plant and machinery up to Rs
50 crore will get a capital incentive up to Rs 7.5 crore and get capital interest
subvention at the rate of 6% for a maximum of seven years.

(N.LE., 08/01)

2 die, over 100 houses damaged due to snow

Two persons died and over 100 houses were damaged in snow in the Kashmir
Valley on Wednesday. The Valley remained out of bounds for the fourth straight
day, while 22 stranded families were rescued and shifted to safer locations. An
official said CRPF sub-inspector H.C. Murmu dies after a structure collapsed
under the weight of snow and hit him at the residence of a former legislator in
the Hazratbal area here. Rehami Begam,70, from Shah Mohalla at Trehgam in
Kupwara, died after snow accumulated on the house roof fell and buried her in.
A police spokesman said 22 standed families were rescued and shifted to safer
locations in Kulgam.

(H., 07/01)

Army to vacate Kargil land to build township

The Indian Army would vacate around 3,000 kanals (375 acres) land at Kargil
Lower Plateau in six months, starting March, paving the path for a well-planned
civilian township. The one-and-a-half years of talks on the issue culminated in
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding(MoU) between the Deputy
Commissioner Kargil and CEO of Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development
Council(LAHDC) Baseer-ul Haq Choudhary and Brigade Commander, 121
Infantry Division, Brigadier Vivek Bakshi on Friday. The army had been using
the land locally known as Khurbathang plateau for field and firing range,
logistics, and operational purposes. The civilian administration has assured the
army of alternative land. As per the MoU, army would start vacating the land in
March, and hand over its control to the civil administration in six months.

(N.LE., 09/01)
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White winter raises hope for J&K tourism

Unlike most people, six feet of snow and minus 10 degrees Celsius are no cause
for worry for Asif Igbal Burza. The hotelier, who owns the Heaven Resorts in
Gulmarg, north Kashmir’s ski capital, is in fact overjoyed. For the first time in
15 months, Mr. Burza is happy to re-employ staff whom he had to lay off in the
wake of the August 5, 2019 move to end J&K’s special status. As did some
1,500 other hotels in the Kashmir Valley. “We had to stop hiring services such
as security, laundry and transport. We retained a bare minimum staff and
negotiated their salaries. However, it seems the good days are back. Gulmarg
witnessed a very, very good season in the past two months. My hotel, like others,
was booked for December and January,” he said.

(H., 10/01)

JHARKHAND

Jharkhand cops to woo Maoists’ kin in local dialect in new
awareness drive

Intensifying efforts to eliminate Maoists from the state, Jharkhand Police is
using local tribal languages as a tool to reach out to the people in the remote
jungles to create awareness against the extremists. The police is also contacting
family members of Maoists, asking them to convince their near ones to
surrender. All SPs have been given a list of absconding Maoists so that they can
approach their families and inform them about the state government’s new
surrender policy. This initiative was taken because it was felt that most arrested
Maoists were not aware of the surrender policy. Else, they would have
surrendered years back. Following the policy, families of surrendered Maoists
are given land to live and their children are provided free education. The families
are also given the reward money declared on their heads. A large number of area-
specific pamphlets in local dialects are being distributed in remote villages. The
dialects include Nagpuri, Sadri, Santhali, Ho and Khadia.

(N.LE., 25/01)
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KARNATAKA

Tourism dept issues series of guidelines for hotels, resorts

The Karnataka tourism department has issued guidelines for hotels, resorts and
bars, in the wake of rising cases of drugs being found. While tourism is
flourishing despite the pandemic, such illegal activities will drive away tourists
and mar the state’s image, and compromise the safety of domestic and
international tourists, the department said. Property owners have been directed to
submit documents to the Assistant Commissioner of Bengaluru, within 15 days.
The list of documents include: No Objection Certificate from jurisdictional
police station, BBMP and other departments, clearance from Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board and food safety department. Fire and emergency
department guidelines should be adhered to, besides clearance from forest
department irrespective of whether it falls under eco-sensitive zones or not,
licence from excise department, certificate from income-tax department,
clearance and certification from the National Stunts Academy if stunts are being
preformed, and monthly financial statements. The guidelines also state that the
property owner must display the availability of rooms, rates and Covid- 19
guidelines being adhered to.

(N.LE., 02/01)

16 lakh Corona warriors to get shots from Jan 16

Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa on Monday said 16 lakh Corona warriors,
including healthcare workers, will be vaccinated in the state in the first phase,
starting from January 16. Apart from healthcare workers, the first phase will
include employees of municipalities, rural development and panchayat raj,
police and revenue departments, among others. After Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s video-conference with chief ministers, Yediyurappa said that the second
dose will be given 28 days after the first shot. The vaccination drive will be
taken up at 235 centres in the state. “Both Covishield and Covaxin will be given
in Karnataka,” he said. Health Minister Dr K Sudhakar, who was present with
the chief minister at the videoconference, said that the two vaccines, developed
by Indian companies, will be given free of cost to three crore people across the
country in the initial phase and the cost will be borne by the Centre. He said that
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immunity develops 45 days after the shots. “One has to be careful for those 45
days,” he added, quoting the Prime Minister. Dr Sudhakar said that if the
vaccination drive has to start on January 16, the vaccines have to reach the 235
centres across all 30 districts well before that date. The vaccines have to first
reach the two state storage facilities in Bengaluru and Belagavi.

(N.LE., 12/01)

Karnataka retains top spot on innovation index

Karnataka has retained the top position in the innovation index for a second year
in a row, a pointer to its strength in maintaining the leadership position. The
state’s innovation score of 42.5 was way above the average score of 25.35
among the major states. Maharashtra was in second place with a score of 38 and
Bihar in the last place with just 14.5. Among City States and Union Territories,
Delhi topped list. Skilled human resource, ease of doing business, legalities,
knowledge dissemination, health and education are some of the parameters
considered to decide the ranking. The NITI Aayog’s Innovation Index 2020
report, released on Wednesday, attributes Karnataka’s top rank to the number of
venture capital deals, information and communication technology exports, high
foreign direct investment inflow among other factors.The index learnings can be
used in devising policies, both at the central and state levels, and it helps to
attract investment. Karnataka has been categorized as “over-performing” in
certain categories such as; Human Capital ( 54.27); Knowledge Diffusion
(72.26); Investment (33.01), while it has been rated as “under-performing” in
Safety and Legal Environment (39.75) and Business Environment (24.43).

(N.LE., 21/01)

Karnataka govt, to set up 2 cow shelters in every taluk

The Karnataka government plans to set up tow goshalas in every taluk to ensure
that “not a single cow goes to slaughter house”, Prabhu Chavan, Minister for
Animal Husbandry, has said. Officials of the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Department, the police, and various district administrations should do everything
necessary to stop illegal transportation of cattle, he said at a meeting in Hassan.
The Government had promulgated a strong ordinance prohibiting the slaughter
of cattle and it had to be implemented effectively. A stronger law to stop the
slaughter of cattle was part of the BJP agenda. The new law has stringent
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punishment for those who violated it. In the earlier version, the penalty was only
% 1,000. Now it has been increased to up to I3 lakh. Earlier, imprisonment was

only for six months. Now, offenders can be imprisoned for up to seven years”.
(H., 31/01)

LAKSHADWEEP

Nearly a year into COVID-19, Lakshadweep reports first positive
case

The first COVID-19 case was reported in the Lakshadweep Islands on Monday,
nearly an year after the outbreak of the pandemic in the country.The man,
belonging to the India Reserve Batallion, had left for Kavaratti by ship from
Kochi on January 3 and tested positive on Monday, official sources said. He is
not a resident of the islands, they said. The case was reported two weeks after the
Lakshadweep administration revised Standard Operating Procedures by doing
away with mandatory quarantine guidelines for those arriving from Kochi. The
islands had so far not reported a single positive COVID-19 case. Taking
measures to prevent the spread of the virus, the administration has directed all
those who had come in contact with him to go on quarantine, they said. The
samples of his primary contacts have been taken for lab examination, officials
said. The administration also suspended all the inter island movements,
including ships from Tuesday, they said.

(N.LE., 19/01)

MADHYA PRADESH

Madhya Pradesh govt to register details of girls, boys going out for work in
effort to prevent trafficking

Concerned about around 3000 girls missing from the state, Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that a system will soon be put in
place under which all boys and girls going out for work will have to first
compulsorily register themselves with government bodies to ensure that they can
be tracked easily in case they go missing. Addressing the state police
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establishment at Bhopal’s Minto Hall during the launch of Samman, a fortnight
long awareness drive to create public awareness about crime against women, the
CM said on Monday, “Entire rank and file of the state police establishment in all
districts have to work to first ensure that none of our boys and girls go missing
and if at all they are missing, they are tracked and brought back promptly.” “We
are giving final shape to a new system under which if any boy or girl goes out
for work (particularly as labourers) out of their home district or state, they’ll first
have to compulsorily register themselves with authorities. If the boy or girl is
going for work out the district, then the details will be registered with the
concerned gram panchayat. If the boy or girl is going for work outside the state,
then we’re creating system in each district where his or her details will be
registered to ensure that if the particular boy or girl goes missing, the police can
track them,” Chouhan said.

(N.I.LE.,, 14/01)

MAHARASHTRA

Mumbai airport launches application to offer guided virtual tour of its Jaya
He Museum

The Mumbai airport authorities have launched an application to offer a guided
virtual tour of its Jaya He Museum with over 5,000 pieces of artwork and
artifacts. Officials said the application is available on all play stores. Passengers
using the airport’s Terminal 2 can also access a web version of the tour by
scanning a QR code. “Users can navigate the tour as per their preference through
a menu of art content and opt for the audio-visual treat of the artwork spread
across the international or domestic departures as per their choice. Moreover, the
app operates on a unique technology platform that allows users to listen to the
narrations offline, even with their phones on airplane mode,” a spokesperson for
the airport said. The second edition of the museum’s carnival series was
organised virtually in June and focussed on the art and heritage of North-East
India.

(H.T., 01/01)
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Maharashtra govt to penalise bureaucrats coming late to work

Going to a bureaucrat’s office and hearing the peon say, “Sahab ab tak nahin aaye”
will soon be a thing of the past. That is if the Maharashtra government has its way.
Cracking the whip on habitual latecomers, Maharashtra has decided to start
penalising staff, including senior state employees, who turn up late for work. It has
decided to start deducting earned leaves of latecomers. According to a new
circular issued by the Uddhav Thackeray-led General Administration Department,
three or more days of tardiness in a month will lead to forfeiture of a day’s casual
leave. Further those reporting late to work for over nine or more days will see a
daily deduction of earned leaves. Giving lessons in punctuality to employees, the
new circular also said that those reporting an hour and a half late for more than
two occasions will have to stay back after office hours to make up for the lost
time. Department heads have been asked to review attendance of their staff on a
monthly basis, asking each one of them to submit biannual reports.

(I.E., 03/01)

Bird flu confirmed after 900 hens die in Parbhani poultry farm

Bird flu has been confirmed as the cause of death of around 900 hens in the last
few days at a poultry farm in Maharashtra's Parbhani district, a senior official
said on Monday. The district administration has now decided to cull nearly 8,000
birds in Murumba village where these hens died, Collector Deepak Muglikar
told. Earlier, Muglikar on Saturday said around 900 hens had died at a poultry
farm, run by a Self-Help Group (SHG), in the village and their samples were
sent for testing. "The cause of the death has been confirmed as bird flu. Hence,
we have decided to cull all the birds in one-km radius of the place where these
deaths took place," the collector said. "We have created a prohibitory zone in 10
km radius of the area where the birds died. No birds will be transported from
there to any other place. Our medical team is stationed there and it is examining
all people of the village," he said. The bird flu outbreak has already been
confirmed in Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh.

(N.LE., 11/01)
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Health care workers to be vaccinated four days a week

Vaccination of health care workers for COVID-19 will be carried out in
Maharashtra four days a week so that health services at hospitals are not
hampered due to their absence, an official said on Friday. The inoculation drive
is set to begin from Saturday with health care workers being the beneficiaries in
the first phase. "The vaccination drive will be carried out for four days a week
(after the launch on Saturday),” said a senior health department official.
"Majority of the health staff in the state comprises of nurses and others having
similar skill sets. Hence we need to manage their availability as well as their
duty hours before sending them SMS for inoculation,” he said. All beneficiaries
will be getting text message before they are vaccinated. Asked when the state is
expected to receive a second lot of vaccine doses, he said the state government
will inform the Centre about the number of health workers it needs to vaccinate
but it is up to the Centre to sanction vaccine supply.

(N.LE., 16/01)

Maharashtra plan to invoke Official Secrets Act

The Maharashtra government would seek legal and expert opinion on whether
Republic TV editor Arnab Goswami could be booked under the Official Secrets
Act for disclosing sensitive information on Balakot strike three days before it
took place. The government’s decision follows the surfacing of a purported
WhatsApp chat between ex-CEO of BARC and Arnab Goswami. Maharashtra
Home minister Anil Deshmukh said that they have taken a serious note of Arnab
Goswami’s chat. “We have decided to seek legal and expert opinion on whether
Arnab Goswami can be booked and arrested under the Official Secrets Act for
allegedly sharing classified military information. We cannot comprise on
national security. We have to find out with who else he has shared the
information. Besides, we need to trace the source of this crucial information, and
whether it was limited to Arnab and Partho Dasgupta,” Deshmukh said.

(N.LE., 20/01)
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Committee set up to study increase in leopard deaths

In view of the increase in the number of leopard deaths and human-animal
conflict in the state, the forest department on Thursday set up an 11-member
committee headed by Additional Principal Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)
Sunil Limaye. The committee will study the increase in the number and cause of
leopard deaths, increase in loss of human life due to leopard attacks and suggest
measures to control the same. The report will be submitted in three months.
According to a department report, 173 leopards have died in the state between
January and November in 2020 — an increase of over 57 per cent from the
previous year. Of the 173 deaths, 85 died of natural causes, 64 due to accidents,
17 due to poaching and seven from electrocution. The report also found a three-
fold increase in loss of human life due to leopard attacks. While eight persons
died in man-animal conflict in 2019, the number had gone up to 23 till last
November. A total of 37 leopards were rescued this year.

(I.E., 22/01)

AAP gets a foothold in Maharashtra with wins in 70 gram
panchayats

As the Aam Aadmi Party looks to spread its footprints and foray into local polls
in various states this year, it has received a shot in the arm by winning a
significant number of village panchayat seats in Maharashtra. Of the total 14,000
gram panchayat seats, the AAP has won 70 seats across 13 districts. Party
spokesperson and national executive member Preeti Sharma Menon said, “The
AAP has made a splash in Maharashtra politics with a spectacular debut in the
recently concluded gram panchayat polls.” “Our gram panchayat win tally is
now 145/300! And we have full majority in 4 villages. This is a historic entry
and it shows that the whole country is keen to have the Kejriwal model of
governance in their villages and towns,” she said in another tweet. Chief
Minister and AAP’s national convener Arvind Kejriwal congratulated “Team
Maharashtra” for the victory and tweeted his best wishes to all the winners.
Menon said 300 party members had contested the elections and 70, including 13
in an alliance, emerged victorious.

(N.LE., 24/01)
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Maharashtra launches jail tourism project from Pune's Yerawada
prison

Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray on Tuesday launched a jail
tourism initiative in the state with an aim to help students and other citizens
experience "vignettes from history". People will be able to understand the
struggles of freedom fighters by visiting jails under the new initiative, Thackeray
said in a statement. The initiative was launched from the 150-year-old Yerawada
prison in Pune, where several freedom fighters, including Mahatma Gandhi,
Lokmanya Tilak, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Sarojini
Naidu and Subhas Chandra Bose, had been imprisoned under the British rule.
"CM Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray today launched a unique jail tourism
initiative. This will help school and college students, history enthusiasts and
citizens to experience vignettes from our history," the Chief Ministers Office
(CMO) said in a tweet. Addressing the initiative launch event virtually, the chief
minister referred to his father, Shiv Sena founder late Bal Thackeray's days spent
at the Yerawada prison.

(N.LE., 26/01)

ODISHA

Odisha govt plans memorial for 'martyrs' Covid warriors

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Thursday announced plans to build a
memorial in the State Capital for the Covid warriors who laid their lives in the
line of duty. The Chief Minister made this announcement during a discussion
with family members of martyred Covid warriors of five districts through video
conference. Expressing his gratitude to the family members of martyred
warriors, Naveen said names of those who lost their lives will be inscribed in the
memorial to keep their memory live.“The dedication of these martyrs will not go
in vain and our victory is certain in this war against Covid,” Patnaik said adding,
the government will always be with the families of the Covid warriors who lost
their lives in line of duty. Describing 2020 as a year of disaster, the Chief
Minister said, “Odisha faced these challenges and bore the brunt of the Covid
pandemic as much as anywhere else in the globe. However, we could stand tall
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against all adversity because of the dedication and honesty of our lakhs of Covid
warriors.”

(N.LE., 01/01)

India’s first Fire Park comes up in Odisha

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Tuesday inaugurated the ‘Fire Park’, a first of
its kind initiative in the country, to bring awareness on fire safety measures. He
also launched a dynamic online portal, ‘AgnishamaSeva’ of Odisha Fire Service
on virtual platform. Located inside the premises of the Odisha Fire and Disaster
Academy in Bhubaneswar, the Fire Park will be open to the public every
Saturday from 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm. Demonstrations on use of first aid fire-
fighting equipment, rescue and disaster operations, visit to exhibition hall,
screening of films and distribution of leaflets on fire safety will be part of the
activities. Students from schools and colleges will be the focus group. The Chief
Minister said that the Fire Park will go a long way in educating and improving
awareness on basic fire safety measures among the people, particularly the
students. “It is no doubt an effort in the right direction to create a safety
compliant citizenry,” he said.

(N.LE., 06/01)

Odisha’s Chilika Lake logs its highest ever count with 11.42 lakh migratory birds

The bird population in Odisha’s Chilika Lake has touched its highest in the last two
decades with officials estimating around 11.4 lakh birds during the annual bird
census of the largest coastal lagoon in the country. Chief executive of Chilika
Development Authority Susanta Nanda said the annual bird count of Asia’s largest
brackish water lagoon undertaken on Tuesday revealed a record presence of 11.42
lakh migratory birds from 190 species. The annual bird census in the lagoon was
carried out in five ranges under the Chilika Wildlife Division. As many as 21 teams
comprising 111 wildlife officials, experts and environmentalists were deployed at
Satpada in Puri, Rambha in Ganjam and Balugaon and Tangi of Khurda districts for
carrying out the migratory bird count exercise.

(N.LE., 06/01)
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Survey on differently-abled children in Odisha on cards

The State government has planned to conduct a comprehensive survey of
children with disabilities with an objective to initiate timely interventions for
their rehabilitation and mainstreaming so that they can lead a normal life. The
survey will be conducted by the Social Security and Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (SSEPD) department in collaboration with Women and Child
Development and Mission Shakti department. Anganwadi workers and ICDS
supervisors will be engaged for identification of the children aged up to six years
and with disabilities. Secretary of SSEPD department Bhaskar Jyoti Sarma said
around 70 per cent of disabilities is preventable if detected and treated at an early
stage. “Initially, we will conduct the survey to identify the children with
disabilities so that they can be provided treatment at the right time,” he said.
After the survey, Sarma said a system will be put in place to identify such cases
at the time of birth as part of the mandate given under Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016. As per the decision, anganwadi workers will
monitor incidents of birth of children with disability in their area of operation
and report to their supervisors.

(N.LE., 18/01)

Odisha seeks 90:10 per cent sharing pattern for Central schemes

With pre-budget consultations between Centre and states kicking off, Odisha
government on Monday reiterated its demand for fixing the sharing pattern in the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) on par with North-Eastern (NE) and
Himalayan states. The sharing pattern of CSS for NE and Himalayan states is 90
per cent for Centre and 10 per cent for the latter. Participating in the consultation
meeting convened by Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman through
video-conference, State Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari said that the Centre
should give advance indication on Central assistance for CSS and release funds
as per commitment. The Centre should stop off-budget transfers of funds for
CSS, he said and added, even if it is an off-budget resource, it should be routed
through the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). He also requested that states should be
allowed to operate CSS directly instead of opening separate scheme-based bank
accounts. In the 2020-21 budget, the State government had estimated its share in
Central taxes at Rs 36,300 crore and grant-in-aid of Rs 32,000 crore, which,
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totalling Rs 68,300 crore, was 55 per cent of its own budget of Rs 1,50,000
crore. However, the budget went haywire because of the Covid-19 pandemic as
the economy came to standstill.

(N.LE., 19/01)

Odisha government revises fee structure of all the private schools

The Odisha government on Wednesday notified the revised fee structure of all
the private schools as per the MoU signed between the School and Mass
Education department and 14 educational institutions. Minister Samir Ranjan
Dash said the fee revision order has been issued as per the direction of Orissa
High Court and will be applicable for all aided and unaided private schools in
the State. However, the new fee structure will be effective for the current
academic session of 2020-21 only. According to the notification of the
department, there will be a waiver of 26 per cent (pc) for school (tuition) fees
above Rs 1 lakh per annum, 25 pc for fees from Rs 72,001 to Rs 1 lakh per
annum, 20 pc for Rs 48,001 to Rs 72,000 per annum, 15 pc for Rs 24,001 to Rs
48,000 per annum, 12 pc for Rs 12,001 to Rs 24,000 per annum and 7.5 pc for
Rs 6,001 to Rs 12,000 per annum. There will be no waiver for fees up to Rs
6,000 and transport, food charges will also remain the same. There will also be a
flat waiver of 30 pc hostel fees for all the students in private schools.The
Minister said no school will be allowed to charge any optional fees beyond this
fixed structure in the new academic year. Those having objections to the new fee
slab may approach the Court again, the Minister said.

(N.LE., 21/01)

PUNJAB

Punjab FM Manpreet launches one time settlement scheme for recovery of
outstanding dues

Punjab Finance Minister Manpreet Singh Badal on Tuesday launched the One
Time Settlement (OTS) scheme for the recovery of outstanding dues 2021, to
clear and settle their pending arrears. Manpreet Singh Badal said that the
performance of the other ministries reflects that of the Finance Ministry.
“Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and centre's stoppage of Punjab's share of GST
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and RDF, the State has not gone into overdraft” revealed the FM adding that
Punjab especially Ludhiana have it in them to further rise up the ladder of
economic progress which is due to the hardworking nature of the Punjabi
community whose trust reposed in the Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh
led Government would never be broken. Manpreet Singh Badal said this while
chairing a state-level function organised regarding the OTS Scheme at Dr
Manmohan Singh Auditorium at Punjab Agricultural University, here today. He
was also accompanied by Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, PWD Minister Vijay Inder Singla, PPCB President Sunil
Jakhar, besides several others. While taking an aim at the Union government,
Badal said that the partisan attitude of the Union Government towards Punjab is
evident from the fact out of the three food parks to be developed by the UAE in
India, none was given to Punjab although the UAE Government had clearly
evinced keen interest in setting up the same in the State, revealed the FM.
Coming to the OTS policy, he further added that the 47000 traders would be
benefitted by the new OTS policy okayed by the State Government.

(P., 13/01)

Expressway project: Punjab farmers boycott public hearing for land
acquisition

Farmers boycotted the public hearing held for acquisition of land for the Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra Expressway at Sultanpur Lodhi (Kapurthala district) and Lohian
(Jalandhar district) on Thursday. They also opposed the land acquisition because
the government was not listening to the genuine grievances of the people
protesting at Delhi borders. The public hearing was organised by the Punjab
Pollution Control Board (PPCB) and National Highways Authority of India
(NHALI). The agricultural land of several districts of Punjab is being acquired for
this project. The farmers’ objections were to be listened to in this public meeting
but the farmers boycotted the meeting. Protesting under the banner of
Expressway Sangharsh Committee, the farmers raised slogans against the land
acquisition. They said not even an inch of land will be given to the NHALI for this
project as they already have small landholdings.

(LE., 22/01)
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Amarinder lays foundation stone of Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Memorial park

Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh on Monday laid the foundation stone of
the Jallianwala Bagh Centenary Memorial park at Amritsar, dedicated to unsung
heroes of the massacre. He paid an emotional tribute to the unsung heroes of the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre and to their families by reciting a poem. The chief
minister virtually laid the foundation of the memorial park. The Jallianwala
Bagh Centenary Memorial Park, to come up over 4490 square metres at Amrit
Anand Park in Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar, will stand out as a remembrance for the
future generations, Amarinder Singh said. To be built at a cost of Rs 3.52 crore,
the memorial will have soil brought by the kin of martyrs or
panchayats/sarpanchs/councillors. Remembering the martyrs who sacrificed
their lives for India's independence, the chief minister slammed those criticising
the state government for setting up this memorial, and said every Punjabi has the
right to remember the unparalleled tragedy that paved the way for the freedom
struggle.

(N.LE., 25/01)

RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan government sets up special cell to nab corrupt officials

In a bid to tighten the noose around corrupt officials, the Rajasthan Government
has decided to a create a special cell in the personnel department that will closely
monitor suspected corrupt and irresponsible officials in the state. This comes a
day after two senior Rajasthan Administrative Service (RAS) officials were
trapped by Anti-corruption Bureau (ACB) while they were taking huge bribes in
return of promised favours. In recent months, the ACB has been on a massive
campaign against corrupt officials in the state at the behest of Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot. The new cell has also been created on his initiative and the
information was conveyed by the CM himself while addressing the collectors of
the state via a video conference. CM Gehlot stated that a cell within the
department of personnel will be formed “to look into complaints of indiscipline
and corruption against government officials and anyone found guilty will be
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punished severely.” It may be noted that on Wednesday, the Rajasthan Anti-
Corruption Bureau had trapped two senior RAS officials taking bribes of 10 and
5 lakhs each in a single day. The two officials were SDM of Bandikui Pinky
Meena and Dausa SDM Pushkar Mittal. According to the ACB, both the SDMs
were arrested for demanding bribes from a construction contractor under the
Bharat Mata project of laying down the Delhi Mumbai Express Highway. The
ACB conducted the action on the basis of a complaint which they received
against the two officials who were caught red-handed on Wednesday.

(N.LE., 15/01)

SIKKIM

Sikkim assembly adopts resolution for granting Scheduled Tribe status to 11
communities

The Sikkim assembly on Monday adopted a resolution for granting Scheduled
Tribe status to 11 left-out communities of the state. The resolution will now be
forwarded to the Centre for approval. Speaking at the one-day assembly session,
Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang said it is a long-standing demand of the 11
communities to be granted ST status. The assembly passed the Sikkim Panchayat
(Amendment) Bill and the Sikkim Industries Licensing (Amendment) Bill. The
House also passed the second supplementary demands of Rs 503.47 crore for
2020-21 fiscal by a voice vote. It also passed the Sikkim Appropriation Bill for
the second supplementary demands. Governor Ganga Prasad, while addressing
the House, said that the prevailing challenges related to the COVID-19 outbreak
will not be allowed to derail the state government's resolve to bring all-round
development of the state.

(N.LE., 12/01)
TAMIL NADU
TN government allows 100 percent seating in theatres ahead of

Pongal

In the wake of the Tamil Nadu government permitting 100 percent seating
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capacity in theatres on Monday, public health experts have opposed the move,
saying it may lead to more COVID-19 cases. The TN government’s move to
allow hundred percent seating comes after actor Vijay requested Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami to grant permission ahead of the release of his movie
Master on January 13. Along with the Vijay-starrer, Silambarasan’s movie
Eshwaran is also set to hit the big screen. However, from the medical standpoint,
experts say it is not safe inside closed spaces, that too for long hours. Infectious
diseases specialist Ram Gopalakrishnan of Apollo Hospitals said it is not an
optimal situation to allow 100 percent attendance in theatres and it may lead to
more cases.

(N.LE., 05/01)

UTTARAKHAND

Uttarakhand to provide 20,000 litres free water per month to 18.5 lakh
consumers

Uttarakhand state government has decided to give 20000 liters of water per
month free of cost to 18.5 lakh consumers in the state. Out of total consumers,
6.53 lakh are in urban areas while a majority of 12 lakh are based in rural areas
of the hill state. Nitesh Jha, secretary, Uttarakhand government said, "The tariff
on the drinking water supply is to be done by sub committe. The final decision in
the matter will be taken by the states cabinet." The sub committe headed by
Uttarakhand state cabinet minister Madan Kaushik has funalised the draft.
According to the draft upto 20,000 liters of water will be free for domestic use
while for commercial establishments, the limit has been powered to 10,000
liters. In case of usage of extra water by any of the consumers, whole bill will
have to be paid even if a single litre of water is used more than the prescribed
limit. The sources in the state government said that Uttarakhand is probably the
first country to provide water connection at such a nominal fee.

(N.LE., 16/01)

Enter at your own risk: Uttarakhand village bans entry for members,
leaders of 'anti-farmer' BJP

As farmers agitation continues against the newly framed farm laws, a village in
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Uttarakhand has banned the entry of Bhartiya Janta Party members, workers and
leaders. Posters, banners and hoardings have come up in Malpuri village of
Udham Singh Nagar district warning the 'Anti-Farmer' BJP workers and leaders.
The banners further warn that if they venture into the village, none will be
responsible for their 'security’. Suba Singh, former village pradhan said, "A total
of 70 farmers have sacrificed their lives for the movement and the BJP led
government is still adamant. We are not letting anyone from the BJP to enter our
village. If the party doesn't care for us we don't care for them." Farmers from the
district have been actively supporting the Delhi-NCR protests. More than 20,000
farmers from the district have already joined others in Delhi at the protest site.
More than 3,000 farmers from Uttarakhand’s Udham Singh Nagar district will
drive their tractors to Gazipur on the Delhi border on January 23 to participate in
the kisan tractor parade on Republic Day in the national capital.

(N.IL.E., 24/01)

UTTAR PRADESH

UP govt plans ‘new Noida’ on 20,000 hectares

The Uttar Pradesh government has asked the Noida authority to work out a plan
to develop a new Noida area on 20,000 hectares of land. Noida’s boundaries will
expand till Bulandshahr, which is an adjoining district, and the city will double
its size for which 20,000 hectares will be acquired, officials of the Noida
authority said. The move is aimed at creating more opportunities for industries
in Noida, where no more land is left for industrial purposes, said the officials.
This 20,000 hectares of land is located between Greater Noida and Bulandshahr,
and was notified (earmarked for development) by the UP State Industrial
Development Authority (UPSIDA) about 10 years ago, they said. However,
UPSIDA, a public sector undertaking of the Uttar Pradesh government
spearheading the development of industrial infrastructure in the state, could not
develop the notified area because it is already occupied in other industrial zones
located elsewhere in the state, the authority officials said. The UP government is
likely to finalise the ‘model of development’ for the new area in the next four to
six months and hand over the land to the Noida authority if all goes well, said
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the authority officials. The government had started the process for developing a
new Noida area two months ago.

(HL.T., 04/01)

Teachers to get psychology tips to help parents deal with kids post-
pandemic

The Bureau of Psychology in the UP State Council of Educational Research and
Training (SCERT) will give tips first to the teachers and with their help to the
parents on the way the children should be dealt with in the changing
environment and emergent stresses in the changed post-pandemic scenario.
According to the sources in the bureau, the experts feel that to cope with the
emerging new normals related to both the lifestyle and studies owing to the
pandemic, counselling of parents is a must to help them understand the
challenges being faced by their children and enlighten them accordingly.
Keeping these factors in mind, the Bureau of Psychology is readying the
guidelines for the parents besides preparing training modules for basic and
secondary level school teachers. As per the scheme of things, first, the teachers
would be trained and then they would be roped in to help counsel parents so that
they could deal with the kids in this new digital age, said a senior psychologist at
the bureau. According to the psychologists, parents often come across unusual
behaviour of their child who fails to put enough efforts to score good marks in
tests. “Lack of concentration due to distractions at home and related distress
could be the reason for their poor and ‘not up to the mark’ performance in
various walks of life,” says a noted psychologist Pallavi Bhatnagar.

(N.LE., 09/01)

Yogi Adityanath launches app to give people access to UP
government directory

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Thursday launched a mobile
application that will let people access the state government's directory. Speaking
at an event, Adityanath praised the information department for coming up with
the digital directory app and said that it will help people connect to their
representatives and officials of government departments. The directory also
contains information of Union ministers, he said. "We can provide better
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facilities to people with technology people can get pension in their Jan-Dhan
account while sitting at home. Under the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, it has become possible to provide help to 2.35 crore people every month
through technology,” he said. The additional chief secretary of information
department, Navneet Sehgal said, "Anyone can download the UPIDINFO app
through play store on a mobile phone and it is free. Till now, everyone was not
able to get access to it (directory)."

(N.LE., 15/01)

WEST BENGAL

Bengal to launch project today; free eye-care for all over next five years

The Mamata Banerjee administration would be launching on Tuesday a project
to provide free eye-care to millions of people across West Bengal over the next
five years. The project, Choker Alo (Light of the Eye), is to provide free eye-
care, including cataract surgery, spectacles and eye check-up, to all. The name
and logo of the project was decided by Banerjee herself. “We are launching a
project from January 5 under which at least 2 million poor and elderly people
can undergo free cataract surgery. We would also provide free spectacles to
around 825,000 people,” the chief minister said while speaking to media persons
from the state secretariat. Free eye check-up would be provided to all students in
government schools across the state and around four lakh students would be
provided with free glasses. Children visiting anganwadi centres can also get free
eye check-up, so that eye problems could be detected at an early stage. More
than 300 eye surgeons and around 400 optometrists would be working on this
project.

(H.T., 05/01)

West Bengal Assembly demands repeal of farm laws

The West Bengal Assembly on Thursday passed a resolution extending support
to farmers protesting in the national capital and demanding the repeal of three
farm laws passed by Centre. The State's Minister for Parliamentary Affairs,
Partha Chatterjee, moved a government resolution under Rule 169 urging the
Centre that the three laws be repealed. Speaking on the resolution, Chief
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Minister Mamata Banerjee said the BJP government should either withdraw the
farm laws or step down. She also accused the BJP government of passing these
laws without much discussion. Referring to the developments in Delhi on
January 26, the Chief Minister said there was prior permission for march, but the
police could not handle it properly.

(H., 28/01)

West Bengal polls: Congress, Left agree to share 193 seats

The Left parties and the Congress on Thursday agreed on seat sharing in almost
two-thirds of the assembly seats in West Bengal — 193 of the 294 seats. Of the
193, the Congress will contest 92 and the left 101. State Congress President
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and Leader of the Left Front Biman Basu held a press
conference at Bidhan Bhavan, announcing the seat sharing arrangement. Both
expressed confidence that the seat sharing would be completed in the next few
days. Sources said both the parties were trying to ensure a seamless seat sharing
in all the 294 seats and there was no friendly contest in any seat. The Left
parties and the Congress had come together and forged electoral understanding
in the 2016 Assembly and 2019 Lok Sabha elections. However, on both
occasions, there were few seats where the parties had put up nominees.

(H., 29/01)

skkkokokokokkkkkkk
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Macron sees tough months ahead before spring recovery
French President Emmanuel Macron said the corona virus will continue to weigh

on the country for a few months until vaccinations are ramped up, pledging that
the crisis will not stop the government pursuing economic, security and
environmental reforms. “The first few months of the year will be difficult, and the
epidemic will continue to weigh a lot on the life of our country until at least the
spring,” Macron said on Thursday in a New Year’s Eve address. France will rise
to the challenge and pursue reforms to protect the environment and biodiversity,
boost security, reward work, and fight against discrimination, the president said.
Sixteen months ahead of the next presidential election, Macron needs to find the
right balance between protecting people against a virus that has already claimed
more than 64,000 lives in the country, and revitalizing an economy that has
contracted by about a 10th because of lockdowns and other restrictions aimed at
stemming the pandemic. While some European nations such as Germany have
closed non-essential shops again, France lifted the country’s second lockdown in
mid-December and replaced it with a curfew. Restaurants, museums, cinemas,
theaters, gyms, and amusement parks remain shut.

(H.T., 01/01)

Deal approved, post-Brexit era begins for UK and EU
Britain was all geared up to enter a new era at 11pm local time on Thursday,

emerging out of the European Union to embark on a new, uncertain post-Brexit
journey. “Covid loves a crowd, cancel parties” was the key message on a public
information campaign on Thursday, the last day of 2020, urging Britons to usher
in the New Year at home. For the first time since the April peak, the UK on
Wednesday recorded nearly 1,000 Covid-19 deaths in a day and over 50,000
new cases. The post-Brexit agreement between the UK and the EU struck last
week received Britain’s royal nod and became law amid continuing debate about
whether leaving the bloc is better for Britain’s prosperity. Several aspects of life
are likely to change as new post-Brexit realities unfold. This will include higher
prices in supermarkets and changes to Britons visiting EU member states. There
will be a 90-day limit to their stay in any 180-day period, using queues for non-
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EU citizens at airports, and being asked by immigration officials to show return
tickets and adequate funds for their stay.
(H.T., 01/01)

Australia changes word in anthem to honour Indigenous people
Australia has changed one word in its national anthem to reflect what the Prime

Minister called “the spirit of unity” and the country’s Indigenous population.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison on New Years Eve announced that the second
line of the anthem, Advance Australia Fair, has been changed from “For we are
young and free” to “For we are one and free.” . The change took effect Friday.
“It is time to ensure this great unity is reflected more fully in our national
anthem,” he said, adding that Australia was the “most successful multicultural
nation on Earth.” “While Australia as a modern nation may be relatively young,
our country’s story is ancient, as are the stories of the many First Nations
peoples whose stewardship we rightly acknowledge and respect,” Morrison said.
“In the spirit of unity, it is only right that we ensure our national anthem reflects
this truth and shared appreciation.” Minister for Indigenous Australians Ken
Whyatt said in a statement that he had been asked about the change and had given
it his support. Wyatt, the first Indigenous Australian elected to the federal
Parliament’s lower house, said the one-word change was “small in nature but
significant in purpose.”

(H.T., 02/01)

Singapore and Malaysia Terminate High Speed Rail Project
Singapore said a multi-billion-dollar high-speed rail link between the city state

and Malaysia’s capital Kuala Lumpurhas been terminated. Malaysia has allowed
the high-speed rail project “to be terminated, and has to compensate Singapore
for costs that the city has already incurred in fulfilling its obligations,” according
to a statement from Singapore’s transport ministry on Friday. The announcement
came just after a December 31 deadline for the second and final extension of the
suspension of the project, which was first mooted a decade ago and given the
green light in 2013. In June, the Southeast Asian neighbours had agreed to put
the development, which has already incurred multiple suspensions, on hold
again amid a discussion around costs. The on-again, off-again 350 kilometer
(218 mile) high-speed rail link would have cut travel time between the centers

January 2021 News Digest 87




International News

down to about 90 minutes versus more than four hours by car. Although flying
between the two only takes about an hour, that’s a lot longer once airport check-
in and security is taken into account. The service was due to start in 2026.

(H.T., 02/01)

Nancy Pelosi re-elected as US House speaker amid political
uncertainty
Nancy Pelosi was narrowly re-elected speaker of the US House of

Representatives on Sunday, as a new Congress took office amid political
uncertainty, with Senate control undecided and a Republican fight looming over
presidential election results. The House voted 216-209 to reinstate Pelosi, after
Democrats lost 11 seats in the November elections to command a narrower 222-
212 majority. Five Democrats chose not to support her - two voted for
Democratic lawmakers who were not running, while three others simply voted
“present.” “As we are sworn in today, we accept a responsibility as daunting and
demanding as any that previous generations of leadership have faced. We begin
the new Congress during a time of extraordinary difficulty,” Pelosi said in a
floor speech that noted the deaths of more than 350,000 Americans from the
Covid-19 pandemic. “Now is a time for our nation to heal. Our most urgent
priority will continue to be defeating the corona virus. And defeat it, we will,”
she added, pledging that further aid would follow the latest $892 billion package
that Congress passed in December.

(H.T., 03/01)

400 million km within 163 days, China’s Mars probe heads for red
planet
China’s first Mars exploration mission Tianwen-1 travelled more than 400

million km by Sunday morning and is expected to enter Mars orbit next month,
the country’s space agency said. So far, the Mars probe had flown in space for
163 days. It was about 130 million km from Earth and about 8.3 million km
from Mars, according to the China National Space Administration (CNSA).
According to the CNSA, the probe is functioning stably and is scheduled to slow
down before entering Mars orbit in more than a month and preparing itself to
land on the red planet. Since its launch on July 23, 2020, the Mars probe has
captured an image showing both Earth and the Moon, as well as taking several
selfies. Tianwen-1 probe, weighing about five tonnes, consists of an orbiter, a
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lander and a rover. It is designed to complete orbiting, landing and roving in one
mission. After entering Mars orbit, it will spend two to three months surveying
potential landing sites, using a high-resolution camera to prepare for the landing
in May.

(H.T., 03/01)

US Congress passes ‘Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act’ for
Pakistani women
The US Congress has passed the ‘Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act’ which will

expand the number of scholarships available to Pakistani women to receive
higher education under a merit and needs-based programme. Passed by the
House of Representatives in March 2020, the bill was passed by the United
States Senate by a voice vote on January 1. The bill now heads to the White
House for US President Donald Trump to sign into law. The bill requires the US
Agency for International Development to award at least 50% of scholarships
under a Pakistan-based higher education scholarship programme to Pakistani
women, from 2020 to 2022, across a range of academic disciplines and in
accordance with existing eligibility criteria. The bill also requires USAID to
consult with and leverage investments by the Pakistani private sector and
Pakistani diaspora in the United States to improve and expand access to

education programmes in Pakistan.
(H.T., 04/01)

Pakistan cancels 200,000 fake citizen ID cards held by Afghan
refugees
Pakistan has cancelled about 200,000 computerised national identity cards

(CNICs) fraudulently held by Afghanistan refugees. Speaking to reporters in his
home town Rawalpindi on Saturday, Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
said: “We have data of 1.5 million Afghan refugees having legal status and
about 800,000 Afghans living in the country illegally.” He said corruption in the
issuance of visas was being tackled and the government was providing online
visa facility to citizens of 192 countries. “To eliminate the chances of
corruption, we have launched online visa service as there are chances of
corruption in manual processing of visas,” he said, adding that over 200,000
visa applications were received for online visas in a single day. Meanwhile,
Rashid said persons targeting the armed forces were doing so at the behest of
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foreign countries and action would be taken “within 72 hours” against those
making “anti-army” remarks. “We would defeat such disinformation against our
country and state institutions,” he said. The Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) - an alliance of 11 Opposition parties - has been formed against the
Pakistan Army’s interference in politics and installing “puppet” Prime Minister
Imran Khan through a manipulated election.

(H.T., 04/01)

South Africa testing whether vaccines work against indegenous
COVID-19 variant

Scientists in South Africa are urgently testing to see if the vaccines for COVID-
19 will be effective against the country's variant virus. The genomic studies
come as Britain's health minister, Matt Hancock, and other experts in the UK
have said they worry that vaccines may not be effective against the South
African variant. "This is the most pressing question facing us right now," said Dr
Richard Lessells, an infectious diseases expert who is working on the country's
genomic studies of the variant. "We are urgently doing experiments in the
laboratory to test the variant," against the blood of people with antibodies and
against the blood of people who have received vaccines, Lessells told The
Associated Press Monday. The tests, called neutralizing assays, will help
determine the reliability of vaccines against the variant, he said. The South
African variant, 501.V2, is more infectious than the original COVID-19 virus
and has rapidly become dominant in the country's coastal areas.

(H.T., 05/01)

After India, UK, now Mexico approves Oxford COVID-19 vaccine for
emergency use
Mexico approved the Oxford-AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine for emergency

use Monday, hoping to spur a halting vaccination effort that has only given
about 44,000 shots since the third week of December, about 82 per cent of the
doses the country has received. Prior to this, the Pfizer vaccine was the only one
approved for use in Mexico. Mexican regulators approved the AstraZeneca shot.
Assistant Health Secretariat Hugo Lopez-Gatell said he erroneously reported
approval for Chinese vaccine maker CanSino, noting it had not yet submitted
full study results for safety and efficacy. Mexico has pinned much of its hopes
on the inexpensive, one-shot CanSino vaccine. "It will makes things a lot easier
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for us," Lopez-Gatell said. Lopez-Gatell, who heads up efforts to deal with the
pandemic, had to explain why he was spotted at a Pacific coast beach,
apparently sitting at sea-side restaurant without a face mask on.

(H.T., 05/01)

US could soon give 1 million Covid-19 vaccinations a day, says
Anthony Fauci
The U.S. could soon be giving at least a million COVID-19 vaccinations a day

despite the sluggish start, Dr. Anthony Fauci said Tuesday, even as he warned of
a dangerous next few weeks as the coronavirus surges. The slow pace is
frustrating health officials and a desperate public alike, with only about a third
of the first supplies shipped to states used as of Tuesday morning, just over three
weeks into the vaccination campaign. “Any time you start a big program, there’s
always glitches. I think the glitches have been worked out,” the nation’s top
infectious disease expert told The Associated Press. Vaccinations have already
begun speeding up, reaching roughly half a million injections a day, he pointed
out. Now, with the holidays over, “once you get rolling and get some
momentum, I think we can achieve 1 million a day or even more,” Fauci said.
He called President-elect Joe Biden’s goal of 100 million vaccinations in his
first 100 days “a very realistic, important, achievable goal.”

(H.T., 06/01)

Germany orders 62,000 poultry culled after bird flu found on farms
About 62,000 turkeys and ducks will be slaughtered after bird flu was found on

more poultry farms in Germany, authorities said on Tuesday. Type H5N8 bird
flu was confirmed in two farms in the Cloppenburg region in the northern state
of Lower Saxony, the Cloppenburg local government authority said.
Cloppenburg is one of Germany’s leading poultry production areas. A series of
outbreaks of bird flu have been reported in Europe in past weeks, with wild
birds suspected to be spreading the disease. Outbreaks have been reported in
countries including France and Britain, along with cases found elsewhere in
Germany. Risk to humans from the disease is considered low, but past outbreaks
among farm birds have needed extensive slaughtering programmes to contain.
(H.T., 06/01)
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Democrats set to win Senate as Georgia results come in
Democrats inched closer to taking control of the U.S. Senate on Monday as
African American pastor Raphael Warnock defeated incumbent Republican
candidate Kelly Loeffler- a former businesswoman- in one of two run-off
elections in Georgia. Mr. Warnock became the first black Senator elected from
the southern State. The other run-off race was too close to call with incumbent
David Perdue, a Republican, trailing his challenger, 33 year-old Jon Ossoff, a
documentary film-maker, by over 1600 votes with 98% reporting on Wednesday
morning (U.S. time).

(H., 07/01)

China denies entry to WHO experts
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has said it was “very disappointed” that
China had not allowed a team of international experts to go ahead with a visit to
study the origins of COVID-19 that was planned for this week. China’s decision
to not permit the trip appeared to come at the last minute and catch the WHO by
surprise, with some of the experts already having left home and in transit when
told the visit would not take place. WHO Director- General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said he was “very disappointed” the visit could not go forward.
“Today, we learned that Chinese officials have not yet finalised the necessary
permissions for the teams arrival in China,” he said in Geneva, “I have been in
contact with Senior Chinese officials and I have once again made it clear the
mission is a priority for the WHO”. The comments marked a rare instance of
the WHO head expressing some displeasure with China’s government, which he
has consistently praised from the start of the pandemic.

(H., 07/01)

US to modify H-1B visa selection process, to give priority to wages,
skill level
The United States on Thursday announced that it will modify the selection

process for H-1B visa, giving priority to salary and skills instead of the current
lottery procedures. The final rule to be published in the federal register on
January 8, officials said, is aimed to protect the economic interests of US
workers and better ensure the most highly skilled foreign workers benefit from
the temporary employment programme. The H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa
that allows US companies to employ foreign workers in specialty occupations
that require theoretical or technical expertise. The technology companies depend
on it to hire tens of thousands of employees each year from countries like India
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and China. Modifying the H-1B cap selection process will incentivise employers
to offer higher salaries, and/or petition for higher-skilled positions, and establish
a more certain path for businesses to achieve personnel needs and remain
globally competitive, said US Citizenship and Immigration Services. The final
rule will be effective 60 days after its publication in the Federal Register. The
next H-1B visa filing season is slated to start on April 1.

(N.LE, 08/01)

Brazil passes 200,000 COVID-19 deaths, second most in world
Brazil passed 200,000 deaths from the coronavirus pandemic Thursday. That is

the second highest total in the world. The health ministry said the country had
1,524 deaths in the previous 24 hours, rising to a total of 200,498 for the
pandemic. The milestone was reached as Brazilians are once again crowding
their beaches. Many Brazilians have been straining against quarantine for
months, going to bars or small gatherings with friends, but massive blowouts
had been few and far between since the pandemic began. Then big festivities
kicked off after the Southern Hemisphere's summer started Dec 21. While many
countries imposed new restrictions to limit the spread of the virus in mid-
December, Brazil's government gave its blessing for holiday fun in the sun.
(N.LLE., 08/01)

WHO blames spiked Italy COVID-19 report on error, 'overlooked'
rule
The World Health Organization denied Thursday that Italian officials pressured

it to spike a report into Italy's coronavirus response but said the UN agency
should have shared the document with Italy's government before publishing it.
Dr Hans Kluge, head of WHQO's Europe office, said the agency's procedures had
been "overlooked," as he sought to explain WHO's decision to pull the report
from its website a day after it was posted May 13. By then, it had already
cleared all internal WHO approval protocols and been printed. The mystery over
the spiked report became a headache for WHO and a problem for the Italian
government. The document noted that Italy hadn't updated its influenza
pandemic preparedness plan since 2006 and that its initial response as virus
cases multiplied was "improvised, chaotic and creative."

(N.LE, 09/01)
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London declares 'major incident' as hospital flooded with Covid
patients
London mayor Sadig Khan on Friday declared a major incident, warning

hospitals in the British capital could soon be overwhelmed after a surge in
coronavirus infections linked to a new strain. “The stark reality is that we will
run out of beds for patients in the next couple of weeks unless the spread of the
virus slows down drastically,” Khan said in a statement, urging greater support
from the central UK government. “We are declaring a major incident because
the threat this virus poses to our city is at crisis point. If we do not take
immediate action now, our NHS could be over whelmed and more people will
die.” An estimated one in 30 Londoners now have the virus. The number of
patients in the capital's hospitals has grown by 27 per cent over the last week
and the number on ventilators has increased by 42 per cent.

(H., 09/01)

US tweaks H-1B process to prioritise salary, skills
The outgoing Trump administration on Friday modified the selection process for

H-1B visa, giving priority to salary and skills instead of the current lottery
procedures. The notification was published in the Federal Register. It would
come into force in 60 days. The H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows
US companies to employ foreign workers in speciality occupations that require
theoritical or technical expertise. The technology companies depend on it to
hire tens of thousands of employees each year from countries like India and
China. The next H-1B visa filing season is slated to start on April 1.

(H., 09/01)

Removal of war victims’ memorial at Jaffna University sparks
tension

A tense situation continued at the Jaffna University on Saturday, as dozens of
locals, students, and politicians gathered overnight, protesting the removal of a
war memorial on campus. According to students and eyewitnesses, on Friday
night university authorities bulldozed a sculpture, of hands held out of water,
erected in memory of several thousand civilians brutally killed in the final phase
of the civil war in 2009, in Mullivaikkal in Sri Lanka’s northern Mullaitivu
district.
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(H., 10/01)
Brazil passes 200,000 COVID-19 deaths, second most in world
Brazil passed 200,000 deaths from the corona virus pandemic Thursday. That is
the second highest total in the world. The health ministry said the country had
1,524 deaths in the previous 24 hours, rising to a total of 200,498 for the
pandemic. The milestone was reached as Brazilians are once again crowding
their beaches. Many Brazilians have been straining against quarantine for
months, going to bars or small gatherings with friends, but massive blowouts
had been few and far between since the pandemic began. Then big festivities
kicked off after the Southern Hemisphere's summer started Dec 21. While many
countries imposed new restrictions to limit the spread of the virus in mid-
December, Brazil's government gave its blessing for holiday fun in the sun.

(H., 10/01)

UK firms 'blindsided' by Brexit deal's export rule
Many British businesses are swiftly discovering that they must now pay duties

on exports bound for the European Union, despite the breakthrough Brexit free
trade deal clinched over Christmas. The development, which has already helped
spark sliding freight traffic to Ireland, is part of trade disruption that has become
increasingly evident this year after Britain's Brexit divorce was finalised on
December 31. Trade has also been badly hampered by new Covid-19 border
restrictions, with the roll-out of testing for lorry drivers as Britain races to curb a
rampant variant of the deadly virus.

(N.LE, 11/01)

Johnson under fire again as Britain records 30,000 death in 30 days
The crisis facing Britain this winter is depressingly familiar; Stay-at-home

orders and empty streets. Hospitals overflowing, A daily toll of many hundreds
of coronavirus deaths. The UK is the epicenter of Europe's Covid-19 outbreak
once more, and Prime Minister Boris Johnson's Conservative government is
facing questions, and anger, as people demand to know how the country has
ended up here again. Many countries are enduring new waves of the virus, but
Britain's is among the worst, and it comes after a horrendous 2020. More that 3
million people in the UK have tested positive for the coronavirus and 81,000
have died — 30,000 in just the last 30 days.

(N.LE., 11/01)
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House will consider Trump impeachment Wednesday; President,
Pence speak for first time since Capitol riots
The Democratic-controlled House of Representatives would vote on the

impeachment of outgoing President Donald Trump on Wednesday on charges of
inciting his supporters to carry out a violent attack on the Capitol Hill last week.
Co-authored by Congressmen Jamie Raskin, David Cicilline and Ted Lieu, the
article of impeachment -- co-sponsored by 211 House members -- was tabled on
Monday. During a conference call with his party colleagues on Monday, House
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer said the impeachment vote will be held on
Wednesday. The article of impeachment charges Trump with a count of
"incitement of insurrection" for his actions on January 6, when he delivered a
speech inciting his supporters to lay siege to the Capitol, an action that
temporarily halted the counting of Electoral College votes and resulted in the
deaths of five individuals, including an officer of the US Capitol Police. The
Democrats have enough votes to impeach the president in the House, which
requires a simple majority. But the Senate, where the Republicans have a razor-
thin 51-50 majority -- requires votes of two-third of the members to remove the

president out of the office.
(N.LE, 12/01)

Eight gorillas test positive for coronavirus at US' San Diego park
Several gorillas at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park have tested positive for the

coronavirus in what is believed to be the first known cases among such primates
in the United States and possibly the world. The parks executive director, Lisa
Peterson, told The Associated Press on Monday that eight gorillas that live
together at the park are believed to have the virus and several have been
coughing. It appears the infection came from a member of the parks wildlife
care team who also tested positive for the virus but has been asymptomatic and
wore a mask at all times around the gorillas. The park has been closed to the
public since December 6 as part of the state of California's lockdown efforts to
curb coronavirus cases. Veterinarians are closely monitoring the gorillas and
they will remain in their habitat at the park, north of San Diego, Peterson said.
For now, they are being given vitamins, fluid and food but no specific treatment
for the virus. While other wildlife has contracted the coronavirus from minks to
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tigers, this is the first known instance of transmission to great apes and it is
unknown if they will have any serious reaction.
(N.L.E,, 12/01)

US House passes 25th amendment resolution, urges Pence to help
in Trump impeachment
The US House rushed ahead toward impeaching President Donald Trump for the

deadly Capitol attack, taking time only to try to persuade his vice president to
push him out first. Trump showed no remorse, blaming impeachment itself for
the "tremendous anger" in America. Already scheduled to leave office next
week, Trump is on the verge of becoming the only president in history to be
twice impeached. His incendiary rhetoric at a rally ahead of the Capitol uprising
is now in the impeachment charge against him, even as the falsehoods he spread
about election fraud are still being championed by some Republicans. The
House on Tuesday night approved a resolution urging Vice President Mike
Pence to invoke the 25th Amendment to the Constitution to remove Trump with
a Cabinet vote and "declare what is obvious to a horrified Nation: That the
President is unable to successfully discharge the duties and powers of his
office." The resolution passed was approved by 223-205 votes. Democrats
proceeded even though Pence said he would not do what the resolution asked.
(N.L.E, 13/01)

China completes 3D mapping of its Western border: official media
China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) recently started deploying the country's

first panoramic, high-precision spatial datum that covers the uncharted Western
border region of the country, official media here reported on Tuesday. The
system which provides 3D mapping with centimetre level accuracy will
contribute to the infrastructure construction as well as combat capability
enhancement of Chinese forces in the region, state-run Global Times reported.
China has the longest border spanning 22,000 kms and shares them with 14
countries with 11 of them, including India, in the Western sector. India and
China have 3,488-km long Line of Actual Control (LAC) including the Eastern
Ladakh where the armies of the two countries have deployed a large number of
troops. Over the past two years a navigation and mapping unit affiliated with the
PLA Western Theatre Command, which looks after the borders with India,
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traversed over 20,000 kms and established the first panoramic, high-precision
spatial datum in the western border region based on 3D geographic information
from remote sensing images and joint situational precognition, the Global Times
quoted the official China Central Television (CCTV) as saying.

(N.ILE., 13/01)

Donald Trump impeached for second time, becomes first US
President in history
Donald Trump became the first US president in history to be impeached twice

when the House of Representatives voted Wednesday to charge him with
inciting last week's mob attack on Congress.
The Senate will not hold a trial before January 20, when Democrat Joe Biden
assumes the presidency, meaning the real estate tycoon will escape the risk of
being forced to leave early. He will, however, depart in disgrace -- and likely
due to face a Senate trial later. The only question in the House had been how
many Republicans would join the Democratic majority. In the end, 10
Republicans broke ranks, including the party's number three in the House,
Representative Liz Cheney. Holed up in the White House, Trump had no
immediate reaction but he earlier issued a brief statement insisting that he
opposed violence among his supporters. "In light of reports of more
demonstrations, I urge that there must be no violence, no lawbreaking and no
vandalism of any kind. That is not what I stand for," he said.

(N.LE, 14/01)

WHO probe team arrives in Wuhan to search for COVID-19 origins
A global team of researchers arrived Thursday in the Chinese city where the

coronavirus pandemic was first detected to conduct a politically sensitive
investigation into its origins amid uncertainty about whether Beijing might try to
prevent embarrassing discoveries. The 10-member team sent to Wuhan by the
World Health Organization was approved by President Xi Jinping's government
after months of diplomatic wrangling that prompted an unusual public complaint
by the head of the WHO. Scientists suspect the virus that has killed 1.9 million
people since late 2019 jumped to humans from bats or other animals, most likely
in China's southwest. The ruling Communist Party, stung by complaints it
allowed the disease to spread, says the virus came from abroad, possibly on
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imported seafood, but scientists reject that. The members include virus and other
experts from the United States, Australia, Germany, Japan, Britain, Russia, the
Netherlands, Qatar and Vietnam.

(N.L.LE., 14/01)

Joe Biden announces USD 1.9 trillion COVID-19 stimulus plan to
revive US economy
President-elect Joe Biden will propose injecting $1.9 trillion into the US

economy when he takes office next week, as evidence mounts that the recovery
from the sharp downturn caused by Covid-19 is flagging. With his fellow
Democrats narrowly controlling both houses of Congress, Biden has a shot at
passing what would be the United States' third massive pandemic aid package.
Dubbed the American Rescue Plan, the proposal released Thursday includes a
host of measures aimed at revitalizing the world's largest economy. Biden aims
to raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour, help struggling state and
local governments, safely reopen schools, roll out a massive Covid-19
vaccination campaign and raise the size of stimulus checks Congress approved
last month. "The return on these investment in jobs, racial equity will prevent
long-term economic damage, and the benefits will far surpass the cost,” Biden
said during a speech in Wilmington, Delaware. "In this moment of crisis... we
cannot afford inaction."

(N.LE, 15/01)

Earthquake sets off landslides, flattens homes in Indonesia
A strong, shallow earthquake shook Indonesia's Sulawesi island just after

midnight, causing landslides and sending people fleeing from their homes in the
nighttime darkness. At least three people died and 200 were injured, but
authorities were still collecting information from devastated areas. In a video
released by the National Disaster Mitigation Agency, a girl trapped in the
wreckage of a house cried out for help and said her mother was alive but unable
to move out. “Please help me, it’s hurt,” the girl told rescuers, who replied that
they desperately wanted to help her. In the video, the rescuers said an excavator
was needed to save the girl and others trapped in collapsed buildings. Other
images in the video showed a severed bridge and damaged and even flattened
houses. TV stations reported the earthquake damaged part of a hospital and
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patients were moved to an emergency tent outside. Thousands of displaced
people were evacuated to several temporary shelters. The magnitude 6.2 quake
early Friday was centered 36 kilometers (22 miles) south of West Sulawesi
province’s Mamuju district, at a depth of 18 kilometers (11 miles), the U.S.
Geological Survey said.

(N.LLE., 15/01)

COVID worldwide deaths cross 2 million; six countries including
India make up over half count
Total confirmed deaths from Covid-19 around the world passed two million on

Friday, according to a count by AFP. As of 1825 GMT on Friday, 2,000,066
people have died of the virus since it first emerged in China in late 2019,
according to the count based on official figures provided by authorities. The
grim milestone comes as countries around the globe battle rising infections,
despite the gradual rollout of vaccination campaigns. In total, 93,321,070 cases
of the virus have been confirmed worldwide since the start of the pandemic,
according to the AFP count. Europe is the continent where the health crisis has
proved most deadly, with 650,560 fatalities to date. Latin America and the
Caribbean have recorded 542,410 deaths, while the United States and Canada
have counted 407,090. The individual countries that have suffered the highest
death figures are the United States (389,581), Brazil (207,095), India (151,918),
Mexico (137,916), Britain (87,295) and Italy (81,325). These six countries alone
make up more than half of the global death count.

(N.L.E, 16/01)

Nepal approves AstraZeneca's India-made COVID-19 vaccine for
emergency use
Nepal has granted emergency approval for AstraZeneca's India-made Covishield

vaccine against the novel coronavirus that has claimed nearly 1,950 lives in the
country. The decision to grant the approval for the vaccine was taken on Friday,
Nepal's Department of Drug Administration (DDA) said in a statement.
"Conditional permission has been granted for emergency use authorization of
Covishield vaccine against COVID-19 in Nepal," the statement said. Drug major
AstraZeneca has partnered with the Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII),
the world's largest vaccine manufacturer, for the supply of the vaccine to the
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Indian government and also to a large number of low and middle-income
countries. The vaccine, developed with the University of Oxford, is made from a
virus which is a weakened version of a common cold virus (adenovirus), that
has been genetically changed so that it is impossible for it to grow in humans.
(N.LLE., 16/01)

Nepali team first to top world’s 2nd tallest peak in winter
A team of Nepalese climbers on Saturday made history by scaling the world’s

second highest peak — Pakistan’s K2 — in the winter season, a local Alpine
Club official said. The secretary of Pakistan’s Alpine Club, Karrar Haideri, said
10 Nepali Sherpas reached the summit around 5 pm. At 8,611 metres (28,251
feet), K2 is the most prominent peak on the Pakistani side of the Himalayan
range, and the world’s second tallest after Mount Everest. Winter winds on K2
can blow at more than 200 kilometers per hour (125 miles per hour) and
temperatures drop to minus 60 degrees Celsius (minus 76 Fahrenheit). “This
was never done by anyone before in winter,” said Haideri. He added that four
international climbing teams had arrived about a month ago to try scaling K2 —
the last peak above 8,000 meters in the world to not be climbed in the winter. Of
these dozens of climbers, the group of 10 Nepalis have so far been the only
successful team, said Haideri. Since the maiden attempt back in 1988, just a
handful of winter expeditions have been attempted on the storied 8,611-metre
peak in the Karakoram range along the Chinese border that leads into the
Himalayas. Haideri said no mountaineers had reached higher than 7,750 metres,
until Saturday when fair weather conditions allowed the climbers to push ahead.

(P., 17/01)

Biden plans to give jabs to 30% nationals in 100 days
US President-elect Joe Biden has announced an ambitious goal of inoculating

100 million of total 331 million Americans with Covid-19 vaccines in the first
100 days of his administration, noting the vaccine rollout in the country, the
worst hit by the pandemic, has been a “dismal failure.” Ahead of his
inauguration on January 20, Biden on Friday held a briefing with his team on
addressing the major health crisis that has engulfed the nation for nearly a year
now. The US is the worst-affected country in the world with more than
23,523,000 COVID-19 infections and 391,955 deaths, according to the Johns
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Hopkins Coronavirus tracker. During his election campaign, Biden, a Democrat,
made tackling COVID-19 and the economic hardships it had put on Americans a
core pitch to voters. “The vaccine rollout in the United States has been a dismal
failure thus far and in today’s briefing we discussed five things, five things we
will do in an attempt to turn things around, five things to turn frustration into
motivation, five things to help us meet our goal of 100 million shots by the end
of our first 100 days in office. Some wonder if we are reaching too far for that
goal. Is it achievable? It’s a legitimate question to ask,” Biden told reporters in
Wilmington, Delaware.

(P, 17/01)

COVID-19 vaccine skepticism hurts East European anti-virus efforts
Vaccines from the West, Russia or China? Or none at all? That dilemma faces

nations in southeastern Europe, where coronavirus vaccination campaigns are
off to a slow start, overshadowed by heated political debates and conspiracy
theories.In countries like the Czech Republic, Serbia, Bosnia, Romania and
Bulgaria, vaccine skeptics have included former presidents and even some
doctors.Serbian tennis champion Novak Djokovic was among those who said he
did not want to be forced to get inoculated.False beliefs that the coronavirus is a
hoax or that vaccines would inject microchips into people have spread in the
countries that were formerly under harsh Communist rule.Those who once
routinely underwent mass inoculations are deeply split over whether to get the
vaccines at all."There is a direct link between support for conspiracy theories
and skepticism toward vaccination," a recent Balkan study warned.

(N.LE, 18/01)

Gene-mapping champion Iceland leads the way in Covid
sequencing
Iceland has genetically sequenced all its positive Covid-19 cases since the start

of the pandemic, an increasingly vital practice as worrying new strains emerge
from Britain and South Africa. The World Health Organization on Friday urged
all countries to ramp up genome sequencing to help combat the emerging
variants. Scientists at the Icelandic biopharma group deCODE Genetics'
laboratory in Reykjavik have worked relentlessly for the past 10 months,
analysing each positive coronavirus test in Iceland at the request of the country's

January 2021 News Digest 102




International News

health authorities. The aim is to trace every case in order to prevent problematic
ones from slipping through the net. "It takes us relatively short time to do the
actual sequencing,"” explains the head of the lab, Olafur Thor Magnusson,
adding that "about three hours" is all that is needed to determine the virus strain.
The entire process, from isolating the DNA to sequencing it, can take up to a day
and a half, and has enabled Iceland to identify 463 separate variants -- which
scientists call haplotypes. Prior to sequencing, the DNA of each sample is first
isolated, then purified using magnetic beads.

(N.LLE., 18/01)

Dramatic drop in Saudi executions after laws changed in 2020
Saudi Arabia, for years one of the world's most prolific executioners,

dramatically reduced the number of people put to death last year, following
changes halting executions for non-violent drug-related crimes, according to the
government's tally and independent observers. The Saudi government's Human
Rights Commission said Monday it documented 27 executions in 2020. That's
compared to an all-time high of 184 executions the year before as documented
by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. The change represents an
85 per cent reduction in the number of people put to death last year compared to
2019. "The sharp decrease was brought about in part by a moratorium on death
penalties for drug-related offenses,"” the Saudi rights commission said. When
asked by The Associated Press, the commission said the new law ordering a stop
to such executions came into effect sometime last year. The new directive for
judges does not appear to have been published publicly and it was not
immediately clear whether the law was changed by royal decree, as is typically
the case.

(N.LE, 19/01)

UK's vaccination programme expands to cover over-70s
Millions of people aged 70 and over and those clinically extremely vulnerable to

COVID-19 will be invited to get their vaccinations as the National Health
Service (NHS) expands the rollout of the vaccines to the next priority groups
from Monday. The NHS has so far been working to vaccinate the first two
priority cohorts recommended by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and
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Immunisation (JCVI), which are care home residents and staff, and those aged
80 and over and frontline health and care staff. Vaccinating these groups will
remain the priority, but vaccination sites which have enough supply and capacity
for vaccinating further people are allowed to offer vaccinations to the next two
cohorts [l those aged 70 and over and clinically extremely vulnerable people.
[Today is a significant milestone in our vaccination programme as we open it up
to millions of more people who are most at risk from Covid-19,0 said UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson. IWe are now delivering the vaccine at a rate of 140 jabs
a minute and I want to thank everyone involved in this national effort. We have
a long way to go and there will doubtless be challenges ahead [l but by working
together we are making huge progress in our fight against this virus,l he said.
(N.L.E,, 19/01)

Joe Biden to deliver ‘forward-looking' inaugural speech written by
Indian-American Vinay Reddy

Joe Biden, in his maiden address to the nation soon after being sworn in as the
46th President of the United States, would deliver a forward-looking speech
built around the theme of unity, advisors close to the President-elect said.
According to the advisors, in his first moments after being sworn in as the 46th
President of the United States by Chief Justice John Roberts after the clock
strikes 12 noon (local time) at the West Front of the Capitol, Biden will speak
about the need to bring the country together during an unprecedented moment of
crisis. He will reach out to all Americans, and call on every citizen to be part of
meeting the extraordinary challenges facing fellow Americans, his advisors said
Tuesday on the condition of anonymity. Biden's "remarks will be a forward-
looking vision for his presidency while addressing the moment we are living in
as a country. The speech is built around the theme of unity," said the advisors
who were not authorized to speak to the press. The speech is likely to last
between 20 and 30 minutes. The theme of the speech is America United.

(P., 20/01)

Thailand leader threatens punishment for false vaccine news

Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha warned Tuesday that his government
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will prosecute anyone who shares false information about coronavirus vaccines
in social or mass media. The government already has the power to impose
punishments under a state of emergency that was declared last March to deal
with the health threat. Prayuth's warning was an apparent reaction to charges
that his government has done too little to acquire adequate supplies of vaccines.
The criticism took on a sharp political tinge after a popular politician aired such
allegations in an internet broadcast Monday night. Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit, former leader of the dissolved Future Forward Party,
accused the government of acting too slowly to inoculate the country's
population. Thanathorn has long been a thorn in the side of Prayuth's
government. His party made a strong third-place showing in the 2019 general
election, but he was forced out of Parliament when a court ruled that he had
broken an election law. His party was later dissolved on a similar technicality.

(P., 20/01)

Biden's immigration bill proposes to eliminate per country cap, to
benefit Indian IT professionals
In his first official acts as US President, Joe Biden will send a comprehensive

immigration bill to Congress which among other things proposes to eliminate
the per country cap for employment-based green cards, a move that would
benefit hundreds and thousands of Indian IT professionals whose current wait
period for legal permanent residency runs into several decades. Called the US
Citizenship Act of 2021, the legislation modernises the immigration system,
according to an incoming White House official. It prioritises keeping families
together, grows the country's economy, responsibly manages the border with
smart investments, addresses the root causes of migration from Central America,
and also ensures that the US remains a refuge for those fleeing persecution, said
the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity. The bill clears employment-
based visa backlogs, recaptures unused visas, reduces lengthy wait times, and
eliminates per-country visa caps. The bill makes it easier for graduates of US
universities with advanced degrees, in the Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) stay in the US; improves access to green cards for
workers in lower-wage sectors; and eliminates other unnecessary hurdles for
employment-based green cards. It also provides dependents of H-1B visa
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holders work authorisation, and children are prevented from "aging out" of the

system.

(N.LE., 21/01)
On Day One, Biden to undo Trump policies on climate, COVID-19
management

In his first hours as president, Joe Biden will aim to strike at the heart of
President Donald Trump's policy legacy, signing a series of executive actions
that will reverse his predecessor's orders on immigration, climate change and
handling of the coronavirus pandemic. Biden on Wednesday planned to halt
construction on Trump's U.S.-Mexico border wall, end the ban on travel from
some Muslim-majority countries, rejoin the Paris Climate Accord and the World
Health Organization and revoke the approval of the Keystone XL oil pipeline,
aides said. The new president will sign the orders almost immediately after
taking the oath of office at the Capitol, pivoting quickly from his pared-down
inauguration ceremony to enacting his agenda. The 15 executive actions are an
attempt to essentially rewind the last four years of federal policies with striking
speed. Only two recent presidents signed executive actions on their first day in
office, and each signed just one.

(N.LLE., 21/01)

Joe Biden launches '100 days mask challenge'; makes COVID test,
quarantine mandatory for people entering US
US President Joe Biden has signed a series of executive orders to address

COVID-19 challenges, including making coronavirus test followed by
quarantine mandatory for all travellers coming from overseas. "In addition to
wearing masks, everyone flying to the United States from another country will
need to test before they get on that plane, before they depart, and quarantine
when they arrive in America,"” Biden said at a White House event wherein he
signed the orders. "Our national plan launches a full-scale wartime effort to
address the supply shortages by ramping up production and protective
equipment, syringes, needles, you name it. "And when I say wartime, people
look at me like wartime? Well, as I said last night, 4,00,000 Americans have
died. That's more than World War II. This is a wartime undertaking," he said.
Unveiling a national strategy on COVID-19 and executive actions to beat the
pandemic, Biden said this plan reflects the ideas he set forward during the
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campaign and they have been further refined over the last three months. The
national strategy is comprehensive and detailed, and is based on science and
truth not politics and denial, he said.

(N.L.E., 22/01)

Germany moves to eradicate lingering World War Il era-Nazi laws
Germany is moving to rid itself of a cluster of laws introduced by the Nazis, still

lingering on its books 75 years after World War II. There are 29 German legal or
regulatory texts that still use wording introduced when Hitler was in power,
according to Felix Klein, the government's point man for fighting anti-Semitism.
Some of them have "a very clear anti-Semitic background", Klein told. Now,
with the support of several parties in the Bundestag lower house of parliament as
well as Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, Klein wants to wipe the slate clean --
preferably before the end of the current term in September. But the question
remains whether to introduce a single law to reform all the texts at once or to
approach them one by one. Germany has already reformed several Nazi-era laws
over the years, including the infamous Paragraph 175 that criminalised sex
between men, and was repealed in 1994.

(N.L.E,, 22/01)

Ageing dams in India, US, other nations pose growing threat: UN
report
Over a thousand large dams in India will be roughly 50 years old in 2025 and

such aging embankments across the world pose a growing threat, according to a
UN report which notes that by 2050, most people on Earth will live downstream
of tens of thousands of dams built in the 20th century. The report, titled 'Ageing
water infrastructure: An emerging global risk' and compiled by United Nations
University's Canadian-based Institute for Water, Environment and Health, says
most of the 58,700 large dams worldwide were constructed between 1930 and
1970 with a design life of 50 to 100 years. It said at 50 years, a large concrete
dam "would most probably begin to express signs of ageing." Ageing signs
include increasing cases of dam failures, progressively increasing costs of dam
repair and maintenance, increasing reservoir sedimentation, and loss of a dam's
functionality and effectiveness, "strongly interconnected" manifestations, the
report said. "By 2050, most people on Earth will live downstream of tens of
thousands of large dams built in the 20th century, many of them already
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operating at or beyond their design life," according to the UN University

analysis. The analysis includes dam decommissioning or ageing case studies

from the USA, France, Canada, India, Japan, and Zambia and Zimbabwe.
(N.L.E., 23/01)

China law empowers coast guard to use force amid disputes
China has authorised its coast guard to fire on foreign vessels and destroy

structures on features it claims, potentially raising the possibility of clashes with
regional maritime rivals. The Coast Guard Law passed on Friday empowers the
force to take all necessary measures, including the use of weapons, when
national sovereignty, sovereign rights, and jurisdiction are being illegally
infringed upon by foreign organisations or individuals at sea.l The law also
authorises the coast guard to demolish other countries' structures built on reefs
and islands claimed by China and to seize or order foreign vessels illegally
entering China's territorial waters to leave. China's coast guard is the most
powerful force of its kind in the region and is already active in the vicinity of
uninhabited East China Sea islands controlled by Japan but claimed by Beijing,
as well as in the South China Sea, which China claims virtually in its entirety.
Those activities have brought the coast guard into frequent contact with air and
sea forces from Japan, its chief ally the US, and other claimants to territory in
the South China Sea, including Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philippines. Both
water bodies are considered potential flashpoints and the law's passage may be a
signal that China is preparing to up the stakes over what it considers its key
national interests.

(N.L.E,, 23/01)

China pushes fringe theories on pandemic origins, virus
Chinese state media have played up questions about Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine

and whether it could be lethal to the very old. A government spokesperson
suggests the coronavirus could have emerged from a U.S. military lab. As the
ruling Communist Party faces growing questioning about China's vaccines and
renewed criticism of its early COVID response, it is hitting back by encouraging
fringe theories that some experts say could cause harm. State media and officials
are sowing doubts about Western vaccines and the origin of the coronavirus in
an apparent bid to deflect the attacks. Both issues are in the spotlight because of
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the ongoing rollout of vaccines globally and the recent arrival of a WHO team in
Wuhan, China, to investigate the origins of the virus. While fringe theories may
raise eyebrows overseas, the efforts also target a more receptive domestic
audience. The social media hashtag “American’s Ft. Detrick,” started by the
Communist Youth League, was viewed at least 1.4 billion times last week after a
Foreign Ministry spokesperson called for a WHO investigation of the biological
weapons lab in Maryland.

(N.LLE., 24/01)

Portugal chooses a president amid a severe pandemic surge
Portugal held a presidential election Sunday, with the moderate incumbent

candidate strongly favored to earn a second five-year term as a devastating
COVID-19 surge grips the European Union nation. The head of state in Portugal
has no legislative powers, which lie with parliament and the government, but is
an influential voice in the running of the country. Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, 72,
is regarded as the clear front-runner among seven candidates. He is an affable,
approachable law professor and former television personality who as president
has consistently had an approval rating of 60% or more. To win, a candidate
must capture more than 50% of the vote. But a severe surge in coronavirus
infections in recent days could keep turnout low and perhaps lead to a runoff
between the two top candidates, which would take place on Feb. 14. Portugal
has increased polling stations and allowed for early voting to reduce crowding
on election day. Portugal has the world’s highest rates of new daily infections
and deaths, according to a tally by Johns Hopkins University, and the public
health system is under huge strain.

(N.L.E., 24/01)

Italy PM Giuseppe Conte set to quit and seek new govt as pandemic
rages
[talian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte is expected to quit on Tuesday and try to

form a new coalition government to tackle the coronavirus pandemic, which has
killed more than 85,000 people in Italy and crippled the economy. Conte
survived a confidence vote last week after a coalition partner pulled out but has
been left severely weakened and his resignation bid is seen as an attempt to
avert a humiliating defeat in the Senate later this week. Conte has called a
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cabinet meeting for 9:00am (0800 GMT), when he "will inform the ministers of
his desire... to resign”, his office said late Monday. Media reports suggest Conte
will seek a mandate to form a new government to replace a ruling coalition that
has been on the edge of collapse since former premier Matteo Renzi withdrew
his small Italia Viva party on January 13. Italy was the first European country to
face the full force of the pandemic early in 2020 and has the sixth-highest death
toll worldwide.

(N.LLE., 25/01)

Trump sets up 'Office of the Former President' in Florida
Former US President Donald Trump on Monday established an official post-

presidency office in Palm Beach County setting up a vehicle for future public
appearances and statements. "The Office of the Former President" will manage
Trump's correspondence, public statements, appearance and official activities,
according to a press release from the office. "Today, the 45th President of the
United States, Donald J. Trump formally opened the Office of the Former
President,” the statement said. It added, "The Office will be responsible for
managing President Trump's correspondence, public statements, appearances
and official activities to advance the interests of the US and to carry the agenda
of the Trump administration." "President Trump will always and forever be a
champion for the American people," it further said. The Hill reported that the
title of the office could fuel speculation that Trump may not run for president
again in 2024, something he and his advisers have not definitively weighed in
on.

(N.LE., 25/01)

Estonia's new government sworn in with first-ever female Prime
Minister
Estonia's new two-party coalition government has been sworn in with the first

female prime minister in the Baltic country since it regained independence in
1991. The 15-member Cabinet of Prime Minister Kaja Kallas a 43-year-old
lawyer and a former European Parliament lawmaker was approved Tuesday in
the 101-seat Riigikogu legislature after President Kersti Kaljulaid had first
appointed it. The centre-right Reform Party, chaired by Kallas, and the left-
leaning Centre Party, which are Estonia's two biggest political parties, clinched a
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deal on Sunday to form a government replacing the previous Cabinet led by
Centre leader Juri Ratas that collapsed this month due to a corruption scandal.
Both parties have seven ministerial portfolios in the Cabinet in addition to
Kallas' prime minister post. The government musters a comfortable majority in
the Parliament. The Reform Party emerged as the winner of Estonia's 2019
general election under Kallas' lead but she failed to form a government at the
time.

(N.LLE., 26/01)

Angela Merkel urges 'fair' distribution of coronavirus jabs
German Chancellor Angela Merkel urged a "fair" distribution of coronavirus

vaccines across the world on Tuesday, warning that the memories of countries
left out in the race for the life-saving jabs would persist. "Money is one thing,
but the other thing in a time of scarcity is the availability of the vaccine. Here
it's about a fair distribution, and not about a question of money," she told an
online forum. "Let's not kid ourselves, the question of who gets which vaccine
in the world will of course leave new wounds and new memories because those
who get such emergency help will remember that." Amid a global scramble for
the jabs, countries particularly in the developing world are increasingly having
to weigh up diplomatic and logistical considerations as they place their vaccine
orders. While developed countries have so far only approved vaccines by
Western makers Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, many in the developing world
have turned to China's Sinopharm or Russia's Sputnik V vaccine. South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa on Tuesday lashed out at "vaccine nationalism,"
accusing rich countries of bulk-buying coronavirus vaccines and hoarding them

to the detriment of others.
(N.LE., 26/01)

Pak. plans to hold Senate polls through open vote

Pakistan Cabinet has decided to table a Bill in Parliament to amend the
Constitution for holding the Senate elections through open vote. The decision
was taken during the Cabinet meeting on Tuesday, presided over by Prime
Minister Imran Khan. “The government wants the (Senate) polls to be held in a
transparent manner and without horse-trading. This is why we want Senate
polls to be held through an open ballot,” Information Minister Shibli Faraz told
the media after the meeting. He said that in the past, money was used in Senate
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elections and votes were bought making the House election a mockery. The
Minister asked what was the use of an upper house in which people come
through purchasing of votes.

(H., 28/01)

Chinese media takes aim at India over COVID-19 vaccines
China’s government said this week there was “no place for malign competition
“on the issue of supplying vaccines. The media it control in China have,
however, adopted a different line, from accusing India of “interference” in
preventing Chinese Vaccines being use in South Asia, to questioning the efficacy
of Indian and Western vaccines. “There are multiple COVID-19 vaccine
candidates out there on the market, and countries should be able to make their
choices on the vaccines independently”, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao
Lijian said this week when asked by Chinese State media about reports of
India’s “vaccine diplomacy” in the neighbourhood. “This issue can afford no
place for malign competition, let alone the so-called ‘rivalry’. We hope and
welcome that more doses of safe and effective vaccines will be manufactured at
a faster pace by more countries and then provided to more countries to benefit
more people,” he said.

(H., 28/01)

New Zealand tops COVID-19 performance ranking
New Zealand and Vietnam are ranked the best performing countries in their

response to the pandemic, according to a COVID-19 “performance index” put
together by the Lowy Institute, Australian think tank, such sought to assess the
impact of geography, political systems and economic development in assessing
incomes. The index, which was ranked on six different indications, including
confirmed cases and deaths per million people and the scale of testing, sought
“to gauge the relative performance of countries”, assessing 98 countries in the
36 weeks that followed their hundredth case. “Fewer reported cases and deaths,
both in aggregate and per capita terms, point towards a better response to the
virus,” the sydney-based think thank said. “ More tests conducted on a per
capita basis reveal a more accurate picture of the extent of the pandemic at the
national level. Lower rates of positive tests, meanwhile, indicate greater degrees
of control over the transmission of COVID-19.”

(H., 29/01)

Biden warns Beijing over 'expansionism'
A week into the job, U.S., President Joe Biden has sent a clear warning to Beijing

against any expansionist intentions in East and South-east Asia. In multiple calls
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and statements, he and his top security officials have underscored support for
allies Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines, signalling Washington's
rejection of China's disputed territorial claims in those areas. On Wednesday, Mr.
Biden told Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga that his administration is
committed to defending Japan, including the Senkaku Islands, which are claimed
both by Japan and China, which calls them the Diaoyu Islands.

(H., 29/01)

WHO team begins fieldwork in Wuhan to trace virus origins
Experts from the World Health Organisation visited a Wuhan hospital on Friday

as the fieldwork began in a closely watched coronavirus origins probe that will
take in a food market presumed to be “ground zero” of the pandemic. The
WHO investigation has been hobbled by delays, and there are fears over access
and the strength of evidence a year after the virus emerged in the central
Chinese City The team met Chinese officials on Friday and then left their
Wuhan hotel in a fleet of cars, trailed by a media pack reflecting the intense
global scrutiny on a visit whose aim is to establish how the virus was transferred
from animals to humans.

(H., 30/01)
Myanmar poll panel rejects fraud claims
Myanmar's Election Commission rejected allegations by the military that fraud
played a significant role in determining the outcome of November's election, in
which Aung San Suu Kyi's party won majority of seats. The decision,
announced Thursday, came amid heightened tensions after the military, which
had ruled Myanmar for five decades until 2015, refused to rule out the
possibility of a coup if their complaints were ignored.

(H., 30/01)

After uproar, Myanmar Army plays down coup rhetoric

Myanmar’s military on Saturday vowed to abide by the country’s Constitution,
in an apparent backtracking after its commander-in-chief spurred fears of a coup
when he suggested the junta-scriped charter could be repealed. The powerful
Army has for weeks alleged widespread irregularities in November's election,
won in a landslide by Aung San Suu Kyis ruling National League for
Democracy(NLD). Tensions ramped up on Tuesday when a military spokesman
refused to rule out the possibility of a coup. A day later, Army Chief General
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Min Aung Hlaing — aruguably the most powerful person in Myanmar — said
revoking the 2008 Constitution could be “necessary” wunder certain

circumstances.
(H., 31/01)

Post-poll crisis in CAR displaced 2 lakh : UN
More than 2,00,000 people have fled fighting in the Central African Republic
since violence erupted over a December election result, the U.N. refugee
agency(UNHCR) said on Friday, with nearly half crossing into the Democratic
Republic of Congo. The CAR Army, backed by U.N., Russian and Rwandan
troops, has been battling rebels that are seeking to overturn a December 27 vote,
in which President Faustin-Archange Touadera was declared the winner.
“Refugees have told UNCHR that they fled in panic when they heard gun shots,
leaving their belongings hehind,” spokesman Boris Cheshirkov told journalists
in Geneva. About 92,000 refugees have reached DRC and more than 13,000
have crossed into Cameroon, Chad and the Republic of Congo. The rest are
displaced inside the Central African Republic.

(H., 31/01)
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