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Scientists excavate ‘ancient river’ in Uttar Pradesh

The Union Water Ministry has excavated an old, dried-up river in Prayagraj (formerly Allahabad)
that linked the Ganga and Yamuna rivers. The aim is to develop it as a potential groundwater
recharge source, according to officials at the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), a body
under the Union Jal Shakti Ministry that coordinates the cleaning of the Ganga.The “ancient buried
river” as it was described at a conference organised by the Ministry, is around 4 km wide, 45 km
long and consisted of a 15-metre-thick layer buried under soil.

(H.,01/10)

Obesity and undernutrition coexist, finds study

Nearly 10% of children in the age group of 5-9 years and adolescents in the age group of 10-19
years are pre-diabetic, 5% are overweight and another 5% suffer from blood pressure. These are
among the key findings of the first-ever national nutrition survey conducted by the Centre, yet to be
made public, providing for the first time hard evidence of the coexistence of obesity and
undernutrition, among school going children.The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey
conducted by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and UNICEF between February 2016 and
October 2018 is the first study undertaken to measure malnutrition, including micronutrient
deficiencies through biochemical measures in children and adolescents.

(H.,01/10)

Single-use plastics won’t be allowed inside monuments, says Tourism Minister Prahlad Patel

Tourism Minister Prahlad Patel announced that single-use plastics will not be allowed on the
premises of historical monuments or within 100 metres of them.The announcement comes days
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed to the nation to shun single-use plastics.“Single-use
plastics will not be allowed inside monuments and within 100 metres of them,” the tourism minister
said while addressing the media at the launch of tourism fair ‘Paryatan Parv’ in New Delhi.The idea
of Paryatan Parv is to propagate the message of ‘Dekho Apna Desh’, with the objective to
encourage Indians to visit various tourist destinations of the country and also to spread the message
of 'Tourism for All’.

(H.,02/10)
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Over 11,000 turtles and tortoises poached in India every year since 2009

Over 11,000 turtles and tortoises (testudines) have been illicitly poached every year in India since 2009
according to a study released by the TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade monitoring network under WWF India
on October 1. Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal has emerged as the two major hotspots in terms of total
number of animals seized, accounting for more than 60% of all reported seizures from 19 States and 2
Union Territories indicating the wide expanse of illegal trade with at least 200 being smuggled per
week.The turtles and tortoise species protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, hunting, trade or
any other form of utilization of the species or their body parts and derivatives is banned.

(L.E.,02/10)
Inter-State portability for ration cards launched

An inter-State portability for ration cards has been launched for Rajasthan and Haryana to facilitate
the distribution of foodgrains to beneficiaries of the National Food Security scheme. Labourers in
the unorganised sector, migrating from one State to the other in search of work, will mainly benefit
from the scheme. Rajasthan Food and Civil Supplies Minister Ramesh Chand Meena said that the
beneficiaries would be able to purchase their quota of wheat from the fair price shops in either of
the States on one ration card.Mr. Meena said the new system would be made online in all the States
after their complete digitisation.

(H.,03/10)

Prime Minister Modi declares country open defecation-free

On the occasion of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
declared the country open defecation-free, claiming success for the government’s initiative under
which every household now apparently has access to a toilet.“I am satisfied that on the occasion of
Gandhi at 150, we are witnessing the fulfilment of his dream of ‘Swachh Bharat’. I feel lucky that
on this occasion, when India has successfully stopped open defecation, I’'m here at the ashram,” the
Prime Minister wrote in the visitor’s book at Mahatma Gandhi’s Sabarmati Ashram.

(H.,03/10)
New Doklam roads set to alter India, China military dynamics

India’s Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has built an alternative road through which its troops can
enter the Doklam valley — the site of a 73-day military standoff between India and China in 2017
— where the Chumbi valley of China, Bhutan and India converge, a development that has the
potential to alter the military dynamics in the region. The alternative road will enable access to the
area through two points, easing the logistic difficulties, reducing time and making the process of
deployment smoother.Of the 61 strategic roads spanning 3,346 km being built by BRO along the
India-China border, 3,298 km are now connected. Over 2,400 km, or nearly 72%, of these roads are
already blacktopped, making them all-weather roads.

(H.,04/10)
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Chandrayaan 2’s Orbiter payload detects charged particles on Moon

Chandrayaan?2’s Orbiter payload, in its first few days of observation, detected charged particles, and
its intensity variations, the Indian Space Research Organisation said.The space agency said,
“CLASS, #Chandrayaan2’s Orbiter payload, in its first few days of observation, could detect
charged particles and its intensity variations during its first passage through the geotail during
Sept.”The CLASS instrument on Chandrayaan-2 is designed to detect direct signatures of elements
present in the lunar soil, ISRO said in a statement.

(H.T.,04/10)

Food safety agency FSSAI launches ‘Trans Fat Free’ logo

Union health minister Harsh Vardhan formally launched the “Trans Fat Free” logo during the 8th
International Chefs Conference in the national Capital.The use of the logo by restaurants and food
manufacturers, however, is voluntary.As part of the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI)-led ‘Eat Right India’ movement, the target is to reduce the industrially produced trans fatty
acids on food supply to less than 2% by 2022. Food establishments that use trans-fat free fats/oil
and do not have industrial trans-fat more than 0.2g/100g of food, in compliance with the Food
Safety and Standards (Advertising and Claims) Regulations, 2018 are eligible to display the logo.

(H.T.,05/10)

Swachh Bharat 2.0 will tackle plastic menace on war footing

The Modi government will reposition its flagship sanitation programme, Swachh Bharat, to tackle
the menace of plastic waste, according to a strategy document reviewed that will steer the next
phase of the mission expected to run until 2029. The key objective of the Swachh Bharat Mission so
far has been to achieve an open-defecation free (ODF) country by October 2, 2019, with a toilet for
every household.Apart from its focus on sanitation, the Swachh Bharat mission will now be geared
towards recycling and managing waste, including so-called single-use plastic.

(H.T.,05/10)

Parliament body to examine UIDAI's security, privacy of citizens’ data issues

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Information and Technology headed by Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor has decided to examine the security and privacy of the citizens' data and review the
functioning of the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI).The Lok Sabha Secretariat on
Friday said the panel has selected various subjects for examination including policy issues on
information technology including cross border data flows, artificial intelligence (AI) and internet of
things (IoT).The committee is also reviewing functioning of the telecom regulator TRAL,BSNL,
MTNL and the country's preparedness for 5G.

(P.,06/10)
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BSF, B’desh Guards agree to strengthen border

The Border Security Force (BSF) and its Bangladesh counterpart BGB agreed to further enhance
sharing of information and cooperation to ensure effective border management system.The two
forces also decided to pursue the construction of developmental projects in the respective border
areas at the four-day-long IG level talks between them. The conference between inspectors general
of BSF and region commanders of Border Guards Bangladesh (BGB) began on October 3 in the
city.Both the forces guarding border decided to further enhance sharing of information and
cooperation in all fields to bring an effective border management system to fight the menace of
transborder crimes, smuggling of drugs etc, said a press statement from BSF.

(P.,06/10)

Indian Railways aims to complete pending projects by 2022

With ‘Vanda Bharat” Express having a smooth run between New Delhi to Karta in Jammu region,
the Indian Railways has set its eyes on completing all its pending projects by 2022, the 75th year of
Independence.Construction of Dedicated Freight Corridor, electrification of railway tracks,
doubling of tracks are some of the major projects that have been running behind the schedule. “We
have reviewed the progress of these ambitious projects and are determined to complete it by 20207,
Minster of Railways Suresh C Angadi said.

(P.,07/10)

AIIMS, Union Health Ministry launch '‘eDantSeva' website and app

The All India Institute of Medical Sciences in collaboration with the Union Health Ministry launched the
first-ever website and mobile application on oral health awareness.The digital platform, 'e-DantSeva,
contains information about the National Oral Health Programme, a detailed list of all the dental facility
and colleges, Information, Education and Communication (IEC) material and a unique feature called the
'Symptom Checker'.The website also provides GPRS route and satellite images of the facility for easier
access to the people.Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan said the digital platform will provide oral
health information gathered from authentic scientific resources and connect the people to timely advise
for managing any dental emergency or oral health problem.

(P.,07/10)

Government plans 1,400km long 'Great Green Wall’ of India
The Centre is mulling an ambitious plan to create a 1,400km long and 5km wide green belt from

Gujarat to the Delhi-Haryana border, on the lines of the “Great Green Wall” running through the width
of Africa, from Dakar (Senegal) to Djibouti, to combat climate change and desertification. Though the
idea is at a nascent stage, it has already generated a lot of excitement among officials in different
ministries who believe that the project, if approved, may turn out to be a legacy programme in India’s
efforts to deal with land degradation and the eastward march of the Thar desert.

(E.T.,08/10)
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Government to hire private security agency to protect its vacant land, bungalows,
flats from encroachment

The Union Housing and Urban Affairs ministry will hire a private security agency to protect vacant
government land, bungalows and flats from encroachment, sources said. The Central Public Works
Department (CPWD), the prime construction agency of the central government, has been given the
task of deploying private security guards, preferably ex-serviceman in Delhi, sources in the ministry
said. The security agency will have to get their guards verified from the Delhi Police before their
deployment at the vacant government bungalows, land and flats, they said.

(E.T.,08/10)
Task force to improve India’s rights record

The government is forming a task force to prepare a National Action Plan on Human Rights
(NAPHR) as mandated under the UN Human Rights Council’s (UNHRC) Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) to improve India’s human rights record, government officials aware of the
development said on condition of anonymity.The task force will involve the Union home ministry
and the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and have representatives from ministries
such as social justice and health, the officials added. Civil society organisations will also be
consulted as part of the process at a later stage; the first draft of the NAPHR is likely to be ready by
the end of November.

(H.T.,09/10)

Government officers’ performance report to include attitude towards SCISTs

Apart from work achievements, the annual appraisal report of government officials will now
include sensitivity towards social justice and attitude towards Scheduled Castes and Tribes. The
report will also have the officers’ ability to ensure justice SC/STs and their ability to protect them
and take quick and effective action to prevent or quell atrocities against them. These guidelines are
a part of draft Central civil services (performance appraisal report) rules 2019, which has been
prepared to consolidate the instructions issued by the department of personnel and training.

(H.T.,09/10)
Panchayats, local bodies to decide water charges

The Centre has allowed gram panchayats and local bodies to decide on water usage charges for
supply of potable piped water under the Jal Jeevan Mission, thereby ending a long debate on the
matter. The Centre has decided that it will not prescribe a price structure for water usage under its
flagship scheme to state governments. Instead, it will give 'full flexibility' to local bodies and gram
panchayats to run the scheme. At present, only 18% of India's rural households (approximately 3.2
crore) have access to piped water. The Centre hopes to take this figure to 100% in five years under
the Jal Jeevan Mission.

(H.T.,10/10)
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Firearm laws may get more stringent

The Union home ministry has proposed stringent punishment, including jail till death, for those
illegally manufacturing “prohibited” arms, and for members of crime syndicates carrying such
arms, in the proposed changes in the Indian Arms Act, 1959, according to senior officials familiar
with the matter.The draft of the proposed law, covers five new areas -- illegal trafficking of arms,
tracking arms and their components from manufacturers to end users, organised crime, organised
crime syndicates, and celebratory firing --- with varying punishment for these offences.

(H.T.,10/10)

Government plans 1,400km long 'Great Green Wall’ of India

The Centre is mulling an ambitious plan to create a 1,400km long and 5km wide green belt from
Gujarat to the Delhi-Haryana border, on the lines of the “Great Green Wall” running through the
width of Africa, from Dakar (Senegal) to Djibouti, to combat climate change and desertification.
Though the idea is at a nascent stage, it has already generated a lot of excitement among officials in
different ministries who believe that the project, if approved, may turn out to be a legacy
programme in India’s efforts to deal with land degradation and the eastward march of the Thar
desert.

(E.T.,10/10)

Trade deficit, market access issues to be discussed in Modi-Xi summit in Mamallapuram

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping are expected to take up concerns
over a massive bilateral trade imbalance and the mega RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership) trade deal being negotiated in Bangkok, in between more serious talks on Kashmir,
Pakistan and the ongoing US-China trade war. The bilateral trade between the two neighbours
touched a historic high of USD 95.54 billion in 2018, according to Chinese statistics. However, the
trade deficit in China’s favour also rose to USD 57.86 billion, about one-third of India’s total trade
deficit. India has been repeatedly raising the issue of the high trade deficit with China at various
levels including at summit levels. More than tariff barriers, we have found non-tariff barriers
impede our attempts to increase trade with China," said one of the top commerce ministry officials
who are likely to meet their Chinese counterparts Thursday, ahead of the summit.

(N.LE.,11/10)

Centre begins process to privatise 150 trains, 50 railway stations

The government is in the process of forming a task force to draw a blueprint for handing over
operations of 150 trains and 50 railway stations to private operators in a "time-bound manner". A
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letter from Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant to Chairman Railway Board VK Yadav said an
empowered group will be constituted to "drive the process".Besides Yadav and Kant, Secretary,
Department of Economic Affairs and Secretary, Ministry of housing and urban affairs will be part of
the empowered group.

(N.LE.,11/10)

Government approves Rs 5.5 lakh resettlement package for 5,300 displaced PoK
families

The Centre approved a resettlement package under which Rs 5.5 lakh will be given to each of the
5,300 displaced families which had come from PoK, initially settled outside Jammu and Kashmir
and later relocated to the state. The decision was taken at a meeting of the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi here.The families will get a one-time financial assistance of Rs 5.5
lakh under the existing scheme, and in turn, be able to get some sustained income, an official
statement said.

(N.LE.,11/10)

PM Modi to inaugurate Kartarpur corridor on November 8

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the much-awaited Kartarpur corridor to Sri
Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan on November 8, Union Minister Harsimrat Badal said.Modi will
inaugurate the integrated check post on the Indian side, she said."With the blessings of Guru Nanak
Dev ji, Sikh Panth's ardaas for 'khule darshan deedar' of Sri Kartarpur Sahib to finally become
reality! On November 8th, history will be created with PM Narendra Modi ji inaugurating the
Kartarpur corridor (ICP)," Badal tweeted.

(N.LE.,12/10)
India may restrict imports of palm oil, other goods from Malaysia

India is considering restricting imports of some products from Malaysia including palm oil,
according to government and industry sources, in reaction to the Southeast Asian country’s leader
criticising New Delhi for its actions in Kashmir.India is looking for ways to limit palm oil imports
and may place restrictions on other goods from the country, said a government source and an
industry source who participated in discussions led by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry on
the planned restrictions.India, the world’s biggest importer of edible oils, is planning to substitute
Malaysian palm oil with supplies of edible oils from countries such as Indonesia, Argentina and
Ukraine, said the sources.

(H.T.,12/10)

With Modi-Xi meet, Tamil Nadu and Fujian forge new relationship

The easy rapport between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping, as they
continued their private conversation in this seaside resort, led to the forging sister state ties between
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Tamil Nadu and China’s Fujian province. There is historical evidence in both countries of the
cultural and trade linkages between Fujian and South India dating back many centuries, including
significant maritime contacts. Modi and Xi agreed on establishing sister state relations between
Tamil Nadu and Fujian province, exploring the possibility of establishing an academy to study these
and conducting research on the maritime links.

(H.T.,13/10)

UK to issue coin with Mahatma’s image

The UK government will issue a commemorative coin to mark the 150th birthday anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, British finance minister Sajid Javid said.While the denomination bearing
Gandhi’s image has not been revealed yet, Javid, who was culture secretary when a Gandhi statue
was installed in London in 2015, told an annual awards event that as Master of the Royal Mint, he
has called for plans to issue the coins to be advanced.

(H.T.,13/10)

India, China to focus on culture, mutual learning

Calling for a long-term plan to develop India-China relations, Chinese President Xi Jinping, who
had lengthy meetings with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Chennai, said bilateral differences
should not be allowed to “dilute” the cooperation and the dance of the dragon and the elephant is
the only “correct choice” for both sides.After the two-day talks, which mostly confined to the
conversations between the two leaders in a relaxed manner followed by delegation level talks in the
end, Xi said “no matter from any point of view, China and India should be good neighbours and
good partners who live in harmony and move forward hand in hand”.

(H.T.,14/10)

Army increases troops at LoC to fend off infiltration

The Indian Army has deployed more troops along the Line of Control (LoC) over the past two months
to deal with an unusual spike in infiltration by Pakistan-backed terrorists looking to stir trouble in
Jammu and Kashmir since the Centre’s move revoking the special status of the state on August 5, one
of the army’s top-most commanders said.Northern Army commander Lieutenant General Ranbir
Singh said anger over the government’s move to effectively scrap Article 370 of the Constitution and
J&K’s bifurcation into two Union Territories was subsiding in the Kashmir valley but Pakistan was
trying its best to reinvigorate the terror machinery in order to destabilise the border region.

(H.T.,14/10)

Indian-origin MIT professor Abhijit Banerjee, wife, among economics Nobel winners

A trio of American economists won the Nobel Economics Prize for their work in the fight against
poverty, including with new approaches in education and healthcare, the Royal Swedish Academy
of Sciences said.Indian-born Abhijit Banerjee of the US, his French-American wife Esther Duflo
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and Michael Kremer of the US were honoured "for their experimental approach to alleviating global
poverty," the jury said.The three found efficient ways of combatting poverty by breaking down
difficult issues into smaller, more manageable questions, which can then be answered through field
experiments, the jury said.

(N.LE.,15/10)

Granaries overflowing, Food dept’s SOS to MEA: Send wheat, rice as aid to deserving
countries

With Food Corporation of India granaries overflowing, the government is looking to liquidate its
grain stocks to prevent damage and minimise the carrying cost in the country beyond the
requirement. In fact, the Food Ministry wants the Ministry of External Affairs to look at the option
of presenting the surplus grain stocks as “humanitarian aid to deserving countries”.Procurement of
wheat and rice in the central pool has been increasing over the years, leading to accumulation of
surplus stock of wheat and rice with FCI. As a result, stocks of food grain in the central pool
continue to remain much in excess of stocking norms.

(1.E.,15/10)

Poverty index: Well done, but still a long way to go

The 2019 global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) from the UN Development Programme and
the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative, which was released last week, confirmed
that India’s poverty reduction programmes are on the right track. The report said that incidence of
multidimensional poverty almost halved between 2005-06 and 2015-16, climbing down to 27.5%,
indicating that the number of poor people in the country fell by more than 271 million within 10
years.Multidimensional poverty defines poor not only on the basis of income, but also on other
indicators, including poor health, poor quality of work and the threat of violence. The poorest
district is Alirajpur in Madhya Pradesh, where 76.5% of people are poor — the same as Sierra Leone
in Sub-Saharan Africa.

(H.T.,16/10)

Air India is world’s first airline to use TaxiBot on A320 aircraft with passengers onboard

National carrier Air India (AI) became the first airline in the world to use a TaxiBot on an Airbus
A320 aircraft operating a commercial flight with passengers onboard. A TaxiBot or a Taxiing Robot
is a pilot-controlled semi-robotic towbar-less aircraft tractor used as an alternate taxiing equipment.
It is used for taxiing an aircraft from parking bay to runway and vice versa.The aircraft of AI 665
Delhi-Mumbai flight, brought to the runway at IGI airport’s Terminal 3 using the TaxiBot, was
flagged off by Air India CMD Ashwani Lohani.

(H.T.,16/10)
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Weddings in forests may not require Centre’s permit anymore

Weddings, exhibitions, concerts, film shoots and other events of a temporary nature may now be
allowed inside forests without the requirement of prior permission from the Centre under the Forest
Conservation Act, a decision that has opened a debate on their likely impact on the wilderness. In a
letter dated October 11 addressed to forest secretaries of states and union territories, the
environment ministry said all such temporary activities can be conducted with approval of the
divisional forest officer (DFO) of the range.

(H.T.,16/10)

India ranked 102 in Global Hunger Index, 8 places behind Pakistan

India slipped to the 102 spot in the Global Hunger Index which features 117 countries, according to
Concern Worldwide, an aid agency which compiles the report. India was the lowest ranked South
Asian country in Global Hunger Index even behind Pakistan which was ranked 94th. Indeed, India
is also ranked below countries such as North Korea at 92.The report warned that the progress
towards a 2030 zero hunger target that was agreed upon by leaders across the words was “under
threat”.

(H.T.,17/10)

Kartapur corridor: Centre may relax communication rules for pilgrims

To ease communication restrictions on the high-security Kartapur corridor, the Centre is considering
relaxing mobile connectivity rules for the benefit of pilgrims visiting the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib,
starting next month. At present, only BSNL services are available in areas bordering Pakistan,
officials said. Land Port Authority of India chairman Govind Mohan said: “We have sought special
relaxation for mobile connectivity in this area. Being a border area, there is a stated security policy.
We are trying to carve out the area.” Mobile towers of private telecom operators like Airtel,
Vodafone and others are not allowed in the vicinity.

(E.T.,17/10)

Livestock census hints at rise in cattle being abandoned

The Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying has released the key results of the 20th
livestock census. A comparison of the results with previous statistics shows that cattle population
has increased in the country. However, a closer reading of the statistics suggests that there may have
been some increase in cattle owners abandoning unproductive animals. The numbers also suggest
that a ban on cattle slaughter could have led to an increase in the number of cattle being abandoned.
A decline in cattle population in states which banned cattle slaughter and a reduction in share of dry
animals in total milch cattle suggests that people could be abandoning animals where it is difficult
to dispose them in the market.

(H.T.,18/10)
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Chandrayaan 2: Orbiter captures first illuminated image of moon

One of the spectrometers (an instrument that measures wavelengths to tell the properties of an
object) on-board the Chandrayaan 2 orbiter has captured its first illuminated image. The image,
released by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), captures part of far side (the part of the
moon facing away from the Earth) in the northern hemisphere of the moon.The image shows that
the Imaging Infrared Spectrometer (IIRS) is able to measure the variations in the reflected solar
radiation and identify various features like crater central peaks, crater floors, the inner-rims of the
craters, and very fresh reworked ejecta associated with small craterlets within the crater floor of a
large crater.

(H.T.,18/10)
India-US bilateral defence trade to reach $18 billion this year: Pentagon

The bilateral defence trade between Indian and the US is expected to reach USD 18 billion by year
end, the Pentagon said on Saturday. The statement comes ahead of the ninth India-US Defence
Technologies and Trade Initiative or DTTI group meeting in New Delhi next week. The DTTI seeks
to identify opportunities for co-development and co-production of military hardware, collaborate on
science and technology projects and jointly explore policy changes needed to further the military
relationship. Under secretary Of Defense For Acquisition And Sustainment Ellen M Lord said the
US is committed to strengthen its partnership with India while furthering military-to-military
relationships and cooperation. “Bilateral defence trade, essentially zero in 2008, will reach an
estimated USD 18 billion later this year,” she told reporters at the Pentagon.

(H.T.,19/10)

Final agreement on Naga peace talks ‘almost ready’, says Centre as it blames
NSCN-IM of delaying tactics

The decades-old Naga political issue and the peace talks underway for 22 years could finally end
soon with the signing of a ‘final agreement’ between the New Delhi and the Naga rebel outfits. A
press release issued by the office of the Centre’s chief interlocutor and Nagaland Governor RN Ravi
after a consultative meeting with Naga civil society groups, church rganisations and tribal bodies in
Kohima indicated the same.“A mutually agreed draft comprehensive settlement, including all the
substantive issues and competencies, is ready for inking the final agreement,” the release said.lt
mentioned that the Centre is “determined and diligent to honourably conclude the Naga peace
talks”, which has become “truly inclusive in last five years and reached the conclusion stage”. The
consultative meeting was held when talks between Centre and Isak-Muivah faction of National
Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM), the largest of the Naga rebel outfits, and seven other
rebel outfits under the umbrella of Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) are at a crucial stage
and an agreement is expected before 2019 ends.

(H.T.,19/10)
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Study flags deadly combo of anti-rabies vaccine shortage, ill-equipped clinics

NEARLY 60,000 people die of rabies globally every year. One-third of these deaths happen in
India. This, despite the fact that each death is preventable if the animal bite is treated properly, and
on time.According to a recent survey conducted by researchers at Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
Institute of Medical Sciences, the facilities available in most anti-rabies clinics in India are not at all
adequate.The survey, which assesses the quality of treatment provided to people bitten by dogs,
monkeys and other animals, also reveals that there is an acute shortage of anti-rabies vaccines
(ARVs) in India.Dogs cause the highest number of rabies deaths among humans (97%), followed by
cats (2%), mongoose, jackals, and other wild animals (1% each). In the case of a dog bite, patients
need to be treated with rabies immunoglobulin at the wound site, followed by multiple shots of anti-
rabies vaccine.

(N.LE.,20/10)

Verification with Aadhaar will help purify electoral rolls, suggests Election
Commission

Controversies over deletion of names from electoral rolls particularly ahead of polls are quite
common. However, that is about to change.Aiming to completely purify the electoral roll, the
Election Commission wrote to the Law ministry seeking amendments in certain sections of Acts for
verification of the voter lists with the Aadhaar numbers.EC believes that the purification of the
electoral roll is a long overdue challenge and verification with Aadhaar will help in streamline the
process of registration of voters.EC said that “Appropriate amendments may be made in
Representation of People Act and Aadhaar Act will for permitting the election machinery to obtain
and use the Aadhaar numbers for the purposes of electoral rolls as a back-end exercise,” said the
Commission in its letter clarifying that “Aaadhaar numbers will not be put in public domain.

(N.LE.,20/10)

Railway Board to trim its staff by 25% for efficiency

The Indian Railways has decided to cut down the staff strength of its board from 200 to about 150
by transferring about five director-level officials and above to zonal railways in a long pending
move to enhance efficiency, officials aware of the development said on Sunday. The transfers
would be completed within a month, said a senior official with the railway ministry, adding that the
move will not affect top-level members of the board. “It was one of the top suggestions of railway
minister Piyush Goyal and was to be done on priority. In a review meeting, it was noted to review a
deployment of railway staff. It was felt there were too many officers within the railway board
looking at the same thing. The officers will be sent to supervise and help in the functioning of the
zones. A final decision is yet to be taken on how many officers will be transferred,” said an official
familiar with the development on the condition of anonymity.

(H.T.,21/10)
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Centre all set to revamp British-era Indian Penal Code

The Home Ministry is all set to overhaul the Indian Penal Code (IPC) designed by the British. A
senior government official said rebooting the code introduced by the British in 1860 was necessary
as it is primarily based on the spirit of “master and servant”. At a function in Delhi on September
28, Home Minister Amit Shah had said that the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR
&D) should work on a proposal to amend various sections of the IPC and the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Cr. PC) after seeking suggestions from people across the country.

(H.,21/10)

INX Media case: Chidambaram gets bail in CBI case, to remain in ED custody

The Supreme Court Tuesday granted bail to Congress leader and former finance minister P
Chidambaram in connection with the INX Media case. The apex court said Chidambaram, 74, could
be released from Tihar if he is not wanted in any other case. It added that its judgment would not
have any bearing on any other proceedings. Chidambaram is currently in the custody of the
Enforcement Directorate which arrested him last week. A bench headed by Justice R Banumathi
and comprising Justices A S Bopanna and Hrishikesh Roy directed Chidambaram to deposit his
passport and said he could not leave the country without obtaining permission from the Court. It
also ordered him to furnish a bond of Rs one lakh and two sureties.

(LE.,22/10)

Distress signal: Share of youngest workers in NREG begins to rise

The steady decline in the proportion of young workers, those between 18 and 30, under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has halted and has
begun to rise in the wake of demonetisation and the rollout of GST. There is no clarity on what
could be the reason behind this rising trend of entry level workforce among MGNREGA workers
but experts say this could be a reflection of rural distress and lack of employment opportunities. An
analysis of age-wise data of persons employed in MGNREGA indicates that the share of workforce
in the 18-30 age bracket began moving up after financial year 2017-18. The total number of young
workers (18-30 years) employed under the job guarantee scheme was more than 1 crore in 2013-14
which came down to 58.69 lakh in 2017-18. However, their number started rising again and reached
70.71 lakh in 2018-109.

(1.E.,22/10)

We will be successful when Kashmiri youth does not join militancy: J&K DGP

J&K DGP Dilbagh Singh said that three local militants associated with Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind
were killed on October 22.He said that an operation in Anantnag, three militants were neutralized
before that, news agency ANI reported.Addressing the media here, Singh said that the militant
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group 'Ansar Ghazwat-ul Hind (AGH) has been 'wiped out'.He blamed the Pakistan army and ISI
for pushing militants to India ."Through launching pads near Line of Control (LoC), Pakistan army
& ISI are involved in pushing in the maximum number of militants towards Indian side."Singh
asserted that terrorism can only be stopped when the youth of Kashmir does not take path of
militancy."We will be successful in our efforts to curb terrorism only when the local youth of
Kashmir do not take the path of militancy and choose the path of peace," Singh said.

(D.C.,23/10)

Supreme Court to examine restrictions on lawmakers

A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court is set to examine the point of law whether any restrictions
other than those permitted in Article 19 (2) of the Constitution, dealing with free speech, can be
imposed on lawmakers on the ground that it violates another persons’ right to lead a dignified life.
Freedom of speech and expression in India is not absolute, with Article 19(2) limiting it “in the
interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations with
foreign States, public order, decency or morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or
incitement to an offence”. However, any restrictions to freedom of expression can only made by
law, which means this is something that will have to be done by parliament and not the Supreme
Court. The bench comprising Justices Arun Mishra, Indira Banerjee, Vineet Sharan, MR Shah and
Ravindra Bhat is dealing with this question in the context of a statement by controversial Uttar
Pradesh politician Azam Khan in 2016, when he termed an incident of rape in Bulandshar “an
outcome of political controversy”. The court had wanted to know whether a person holding a high
office can pass comments such as the one Khan did, when a victim files an FIR alleging a heinous
offence. It wanted to know if the state “should allow such comments as they have the effect,
potentiality of creating distrust in the mind of the victim as regards the fair investigation and, in a
way, the entire system” and whether or not the statements come within the ambit of freedom of
speech. The court had said it will examine “whether such comments (not meant for self protection)
defeat the concept of constitutional compassion and also conception of constitutional sensitivity .

(H.T., 24/10)
Better sanitation made groundwater safer, says IIT study

Rising income and improved access to sanitation facilities has led to a decrease in disease-causing
bacteria that cause acute diarrhoea in groundwater, according to a study by researchers from Indian
Institute of Technology, Kharagpur.Open defecation is a major contaminant of groundwater, which
is the most common source of drinking water in India. Acute diarrhoea is the cause of 9% of all
deaths among children under the age of five.The study, published in a Nature group of journals,
Scientific Reports shows that the concentration of faecal coliform in groundwater reduced by 38.5%
between 2002 and 2017. Coliform are organisms that are found in the environment and the faeces of
warm-blooded animals; their presence is used as a proxy for pathogens in water samples. “This is
probably the first time we are systematically studying the actual impact of improvement in
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sanitation conditions in India and its impact on the drinking water quality and health. For the study,
we have mainly used government data sources for drinking water and health parameters and used
NASA images of nightlight in the areas as a measure of urbanisation and economic development,”
said Abhijit Mukherjee, the lead author of the paper and the associate professor of hydrogeology in
the department of geology and geophysics at IIT Kharagpur.

(HLT., 24/10)

Focus on formative, continuous assessment of pre-school students: NCERT

Assessment of pre-school students should be formative and continuous, mentions the new
curriculum released by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).“It
implies observing and documenting the development of a child, day-to-day experiences, behaviour,
artworks and interactions to address the learning gaps,” NCERT stated in the recently released pre-
school curriculum which also describes the role of teachers, administrators, policy planners and
other stakeholders in providing good quality preschool education to children. The council, in a letter
to its affiliated schools, has also said that teachers must document each child’s learning in a variety
of ways. In the curriculum, it has suggested various tools and techniques that can be used by the
teachers to assess students. The framework body emphasises on the upkeep of anecdotal records
comprising how and where children spend time, their social relationships, use of language, modes
of interaction and knowledge about health and nutrition habits.It also suggests teachers to maintain
a portfolio of each student consisting of an adaptable collection of his/her work over the time. “This
type of assessment also focuses on the child’s strengths and demonstration of knowledge and
skills,” read the pre-school curriculum. Emphasising on the need of observations by teachers, the
revised curriculum adds, “The observation could be planned purposefully for observing a child or
group of children in a specific situation.”

(HL.T., 24/10)

BSF permits fishing on Indian side of Padma from today

A week after a Border Security Force (BSF) jawan was killed in a firing by the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) during a flag meeting and fishing in river Padma was stopped, the BSF on
Thursday granted permission to the Indian fishermen in Jalangi area of Murshidabad district to fish
in the Indian waters from Friday.The BSF is also hopeful that the fisherman, who had strayed into
the Bangladesh side of river Padma, would be released in a day or two. Fishing on the Indian side of
Padma river was suspended since October 17 when BSF personnel Vijay Bhan Singh was killed and
another injured after the BGB opened fire during the flag meeting to free the Indian fisherman,
Pranab Mondal (41), whose boat, carrying two others, had strayed into the international
waters.Kunal Mazumdar, DIG, BSF (Berhampore), said the livelihood of the people in Jalangi area
was affected following the ban on fishing in Padma river. “After due consideration, we have
decided to allow them to fish on the Indian side of the river. However, we have cautioned them not
to venture into Bangladesh side of the river and stay within our waters.”The decision to resume the
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fishing activities on the Indian side of the river was taken during a meeting of the BSF personnel
with the residents of Sirachar village at Khair Tala border outpost on Thursday.

(LE., 25/10)

SC seeks response of Centre on plea for entry of Muslim women into mosques

The Supreme Court on Friday sought response of the Centre on a PIL seeking entry of Muslim
women in all mosques of the country. A bench comprising Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and justices
S A Bobde and S A Nazeer issued notice to the union ministry of law and justice and minority
affairs on the plea seeking entry of women in mosques. The plea was filed by one Yasmeen Zuber
Ahmad Peerzade for issuance of direction to government authorities and Muslim bodies like Wakf
Board to allow women into mosques on grounds that denial amounted to violation of various
fundamental rights.

(T.O.1, 25/10)

ED to reply on P Chidambaram's bail plea by November 4

The Delhi high court gave the Enforcement Directorate time till November 4 to respond to the bail
plea of senior Congress leader and former Union finance minister P Chidambaram in the INX
Media money-laundering case. Chidambaram, 74, who was granted bail by the Supreme Court in
the INX Media case filed by the CBI, is in ED’s custody that ends on Thursday.

(T.O.L, 25/10)

Lieutenant Governors for J&K and Ladakh, Malik is shifted to Goa

Radha Krishna Mathur, a 1977-batch Tripura-cadre IAS officer (now retired) has been appointed the
Lieutenant Governor of the Union Territory of Ladakh. With less than a week for the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, to take effect, the government Friday shunted out the state’s last
Governor, Satya Pal Malik, and appointed him the new Governor of Goa. Malik was the thirteenth
Governor of J&K state and had a tenure of about 15 months beginning August 23, 2018.The
government appointed 1985-batch Gujarat-cadre IAS officer Girish Chandra Murmu, currently
Expenditure Secretary in the Ministry of Finance, as the first Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir, one of the two new Union Territories to be carved out from the state. Considered close to
the Prime Minister, he was Principal Secretary to Narendra Modi when the latter was the Chief
Minister of Gujarat.

(LE., 26/10)

Army chief says PoK is illegally occupied, is run by terrorists

Army chief General Bipin Rawat on Friday said that Gilgit-Baltistan and parts of Kashmir are
illegally occupied by Pakistan, and said that Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) is a “terrorist-
controlled country”.Delivering a lecture in Delhi, Gen Rawat said, “When we say Jammu and
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Kashmir, the complete state of Jammu and Kashmir includes PoK and Gilgit-Baltistan... PoK and
Gilgit-Baltistan become an occupied territory — a territory which has been illegally occupied by our
western neighbour.”He said that Pakistan had not objected when Article 370 had been introduced,
but because PoK is controlled by terrorists, the country has been so vocal since Article 370 was
abrogated.Gen Rawat said that when Article 370 was brought in, “it was clearly mentioned that it
was temporary in nature”, and when it “was introduced with the word temporary, there was no
objection from Pakistan”. He said that Article 370 was even amended twice.The Army chief
emphasised, “PoK is actually a terrorist-controlled country, or a terrorist-controlled part of
Pakistan.”J&K, he said, has “always been a part of our great nation”, and in Article 1 of the Indian
Constitution, he said that “it is mentioned that Jammu and Kashmir as a whole is a part of
India”.Gen Rawat’s comments on India’s rights over Gilgit-Baltistan follow a series of statements
made by the political leadership in the same vein.

(LE., 26/10)

Number of educated prisoners rose in 2017

The number of graduates lodged in prisons across the country increased alarmingly in 2017.
According to the latest Prison Statistics report for the year 2017 compiled by NCRB, the number of
graduate inmates in prisons across India was 27,561 which was higher not just numerically but
proportionately as well, when compared to the corresponding data for 2016 — 25,396. The
proportion of graduate prisoners in the country’s prisons showed an overall increase of .2%.The
situation seems grimmer if one digs up corresponding figures for 2015 when the number of
graduates in India’s prisons was 23,674. The number of post-graduate jail inmates also increased
from 7,647 in 2016 to 7,896 in 2017.

(N.LE.,27/10)

Personal health records now a tap away with Centre's 'My Health Record' mobile app

All your health records will soon be available to you and the doctor you consult at the tap of your
mobile phone. The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has developed an app which will
allow users to store their detailed health profile, past prescriptions, lab records and diagnoses at one
platform that they can share with medical professionals when they need.The app will preclude the
need to carry medical records when patients visit their doctors. The app, ‘My Health Record,’
developed by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing under the Ministry for
Information Technology, is ready and is set to be launched in a couple of months after security
checks are complete.The app, equipped with multi-factor authentication, is part of a mega National
Digital Health Blueprint that the Centre has prepared after wide consultations.

(N.LE.,27/10)
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Pakistan denies use of its airspace to PM Modi citing rights violation in J-K

Pakistan on Sunday said it has denied India’s request to allow Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
VVIP flight to use its airspace for his upcoming visit to Saudi Arabia, citing the alleged human
rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir.In a statement, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
said Pakistan has decided not to allow Prime Minister Modi to use the country’s airspace, state-run
Radio Pakistan reported.He said the decision has been taken in context of the “black day” and in
view of the alleged human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir, it added.Pakistan is observing
black day in support of Kashmiris.Modi will travel to Saudi Arabia on Monday where he will
attend an international business forum and hold talks with top Saudi leadership.In September,
Pakistan rejected India’s request to allow Prime Minister Modi’s flight to use its airspace for his
visit to the US to attend the UN General Assembly.Pakistan also refused India’s request to allow
President Ram Nath Kovind to use its airspace for his flight to Iceland in the same month.Pakistan
fully closed its airspace in February after an Indian Air Force strike on a Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
terror camp in Balakot. The country opened its airspace for all flights except for New Delhi,
Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur on March 27.

(H.T., 28/10)

E-cigarette traders write to chief ministers seeking help against ban

An association of e-cigarette traders, in the wake of the recent nationwide ban on electronic nicotine
delivery systems (ENDS) by the Centre, has sought the intervention of state governments into the
matter.The Trade Representatives of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (TRENDS) has written
to all chief ministers, and are hopeful of receiving replies from at least the non-BJP ruled states, an
official of the association said.The traders have urged the states to conduct independent studies,
evaluate the effects of e-cigarettes and arrive at a “rational” decision.“Health is a state matter. The
state health departments should seek the Centre’s nod for conducting a study and taking
independent decision on the use of e- cigarettes.

(H.T., 28/10)
Delhi air quality dips to ‘very poor’ post-Diwali, Mumbai breathes easy

Delhi and Noida were left reeling under ‘very poor’ pollution levels after Diwali celebrations which
saw people bursting crackers to mark the occasion. Post-Diwali air in Delhi plunged to very poor
category on Monday, according to System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR).The overall air quality index stood at 306 and 356 in Delhi and Noida respectively,
reported news agency ANI quoting government agencies.Meanwhile, Mumbai recorded its cleanest
Diwali air in five years, since real-time air quality monitoring began in Mumbai. However,
researchers have predicted a marginal spike in pollution levels on Monday.

(HLT., 28/10)
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Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde appointed next Chief Justice, to take oath on
November 18

Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde is all set to be the 47th Chief Justice of India after President Ram Nath
Kovind on Tuesday signed a warrant appointing the 63-year-old senior-most Supreme Court judge
to the post. Bobde is scheduled to take charge of the top court on November 18, a day after the
present CJI Ranjan Gogoi demits office.The Presidential warrant follows the recommendation of
the serving Chief Justice on October 18, who, as per convention, proposed Justice Bobde’s name as
his successor. As in previous instances, the recommendation was sent a month before the current
CJI demits office.Justice Bobde was part of the five-judge constitution bench hearing the longest
running Ayodhya land dispute case and in which the order is expected by November 18, before CJI
Gogoi retires.A native of Maharashtra, Justice Bobde is a third-generation lawyer and studied law at
Nagpur University. The top court judge, whose grandfather and father were both lawyers, started
out with law practice at the Nagpur bench of the Bombay high court.Justice Bobde was elevated to
the Supreme Court in April 2012 after serving as chief justice of the Madhya Pradesh high court.
Justice Bobde was elevated to the high court as an additional judge in March 2000.

(H.T., 29/10)

Strategic partnership, trade top PM’s agenda in Saudi Arabia

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will have a packed schedule during his day-long visit to Saudi
Arabia to participate in a global business forum and to hold talks with the top Saudi
leadership.India and Saudi Arabia will sign several agreements, including one on forming a
Strategic Partnership Council and another on a joint venture for retail outlets for petroleum
products, during Modi’s visit.Modi, visiting the kingdom at the invitation of King Salman bin
Abdulaziz, will hold a bilateral meeting with the Saudi ruler and delegation-level talks with Crown
Prince Mohammad bin Salman. He will also deliver the keynote address at the plenary session of
the Future Investment Initiative forum in Riyadh, the Saudi capital. The Strategic Partnership
Council, which will be headed by India’s premier and the Saudi crown prince, was first mooted
during Mohammad bin Salman’s visit to India in February. The agreement on the council will be
signed during Modi’s meeting with King Salman.The council will serve as an institutional
mechanism to monitor progress in the bilateral strategic partnership, which has expanded in recent
years from energy security to wide-ranging cooperation in defence and security, including
information-sharing for counterterrorism.

(H.T., 29/10)

Indians low on activity, have disturbed sleep

India is the second country after Japan to get the least sleep, with an average nightly sleep of 7 hours 1
minute, shows data released by Fitbit, a leading brand of fitness-tracking products.The Japanese sleep
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the least, getting an average of 6 hours and 47 minutes of shuteye every night, showed sleep data from
across 18 countries of at least 10.5 billion nights between August 1, 2018 and July 31, 2019. Indians
were among the least active people in the world, walking an average of 6,533 steps each day, which is
3,600 steps lesser than the average of the most active country — Hong Kong.

(H.T., 30/10)

Madras High Court raps Tamil Nadu govt after death of Sujith in borewell

The Madras High Court made strong observations asking whether the government needs a corpse
to act on implementing each and every statute, hours after the decomposed body of a two-year-old
boy was pulled out from an unused borewell.Rescuers pulled out the decomposed and mangled
body of Sujith Wilson early Tuesday from deep inside the borewell, after a futile 80-hour attempt to
save the child who had fallen in while playing near his house in a village in Tamil Nadu’s
Tiruchirappalli district.In oral observations, the court also rapped the media, saying it was not
streaming anything constructive in creating public awareness on the implementation of rules and
regulation on borewells and tubewells, except giving a live relay on the rescue operations that
eventually ended on a tragic note.

(LE., 30/10)

J&K becomes UT today amid attempts to create space for political alternative in Valley

A new political alternative being catalyzed by the Centre is starting to take shape in Kashmir with
some senior leaders such as PDP patron and former Deputy Chief Minister Muzaffar Hussain Beig
and several young aspiring politicians ready to look beyond the abrogation of Article 370, and
willing to start afresh a dialogue with the people and engage with New Delhi.The first signs were
visible when a group comprising three prominent politicians, some businessmen and activists met
an unofficial delegation of Members of European Parliament (MEPs) at a lunch hosted by National
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval in New Delhi Monday.It is early days, but the Centre hopes this
will restart conversations and slowly fill the political void created following the arrest of almost all
notable politicians and prominent workers of mainstream parties in the Valley including the BJP’s
closest ally People’s Conference. The Centre said these arrests were necessary in the wake of the
August 5 decision to do away with the special status accorded to Jammu and Kashmir and bifurcate
the state into two Union Territories on October 31.Besides Beig, those who made it to the NSA’s
lunch include former minister Altaf Bukhari and Congress general secretary and former lawmaker
Usman Majeed. They said they were there in their individual capacity, giving weight to the belief
that a new political alternative is coming up. Two second-rung Congress leaders Farooq Andrabi
and Channi Singh too met the European delegation in Srinagar.

(LE., 31/10)
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‘With a golden heart comes a rebel fist’: Gurudas Dasgupta dies at 83

Indian trade union movement lost a doyen as veteran communist Gurudas Dasgupta, 83, in Kolkata.
He had been suffering from heart and kidney related ailments.He spent three terms in the Rajya
Sabha and two in the Lok Sabha. As the general secretary of All India Trade Union Council
(AITUC), Dasgupta, almost single-handedly, transformed the lesser-known trade union into a major
force, even surpassing CPIM’s Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) in membership—a feat to
boost CPI’s ego as CPIM has been always been a much bigger party.But unlike many dogmatic
communists, Dasgupta kept his communication channels open for adversaries too. Former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee liked him (often called him Guru Dasgupta) and Trinamool chief
Mamata Banerjee enjoyed a good rapport with him even when she was CPIM’s arch-rival.He knew
the limitations of his party (and the ideological restrictions) but Dasgupta, as the floor leader of CPI
in the House, never hesitated to meet any Opposition leaders for floor coordination in Parliament.
The alleged 2G scam saw the best of Dasgupta as a lawmaker. He was the most active member of
the Joint Parliamentary Committee on 2G, first Left leader to accuse then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh of “dereliction of duty” and finally gave a long dissent note as the PC Chacko-led
panel’s report was favourable to the government.It might be an irony but the lyrics of a song by
American punk band Streetlight Manifesto best describes Dasgupta: With a golden heart comes a
rebel fist.

(HL.T., 31/10)
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Jagan announces January as 'recruitment month’ to fill vacancies in AP govt
departments

In a major announcement aimed at addressing the unemployment issue in the state, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy said that his government would observe January every year
as the 'recruitment month' to fill vacancies in government departments.Jagan Mohan Reddy, who
handed over appointment letters to the candidates who got selected in the Village Secretariats
initiated by the state government, said, “This is just the beginning. Hereafter, every January will be
recruitment month. Recruitment tests will be held for all the vacant posts in the government from
January 1 to 31.”

(N.I.LE.,01/10)

CM Jagan Mohan Reddy to launch his ambitious Village Secretariat system
on Gandhi Jayanti

The stage is set for the launch of Village Secretariat system, an ambitious scheme of the State
government in village administration. Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy will hand over
appointment letters to village/ward secretariat employees and address them at a function to be held
in Vijayawada.The Village Secretariat system is aimed at delivering government schemes at the
doorstep of beneficiaries. The government said it will bring in a corruption-free, transparent and
accountable administration at the village level and address the unemployment problem in rural areas
to an extent.

(N.LE.,01/10)

Now, people can check tenders as CM Jagan Reddy launches judicial panel website

In another step towards bringing in transparency in the tendering process, the official website of the
Judicial Preview Committee was launched for the general public to give their suggestions and
objections on the tenders invited by the government for various projects. Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy launched the official website and also the logo of the Judicial Preview Committee at
his residence in Tadepalli.The State government brought in the State Infrastructure (Transparency
through Judicial Preview) Act 2019 on August 14, 2019 for undertaking a judicial review prior to
inviting tenders for all infrastructure projects worth Rs 100 crore and above.

(H.T.,09/10)
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YSR Kanti Velugu scheme to be launched on World Sight Day, to cover 70.41 lakh
children in state

As many as 70,41,988 school children in the State will undergo eye screening under the YSR Kanti
Velugu scheme to be launched by Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy in Anantapur.On the
occasion of World Sight Day, the State government has decided to launch the YSR Kanti Velugu
scheme to provide free comprehensive quality eye care services to the entire population of the State.
According to an estimate, 40 per cent of the population in the State are suffering from some or other
eye related problems and 80 per cent of blindness is preventable and treatable.The scheme will be
taken up in six phases covering the entire 5.3 crore population of the State.

(N.LE.,10/10)

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Arunachal Pradesh panel to safeguard rights of indigenous people from CAB

The Arunachal Pradesh government will constitute a consultative committee to safeguard the rights
of indigenous people of the state in view of the NDA government’s decision to amend the
citizenship law through the contentious Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB), Chief Minister Pema
Khandu said.“The committee will take inputs from these groups on adding safeguards to the
proposed CAB so that protections given to the tribal people of the state under Bengal Eastern
Frontier Regulation Act, 1873 and Chin Hill Regulations Act, 1896 are not diluted,” Khandu said.

(H.T.,13/10)

Classroom on wheels for students in Arunachal Pradesh’s district

In a one-of-its kind initiative, the Lohit district administration in Arunachal Pradesh has set up a
classroom in an old and abandoned bus, replete with tables, chairs and stationeries, as part of its
initiative to deal with space crunch in school buildings. Space crunch in schools is one of the major
reasons leading to dropouts as juniors are often made to sit with seniors in one class, with subject
teachers imparting lessons to them simultaneously, a district official said. “The ‘school on bus’ idea
has been well-received by the students of a government-run primary school at Thowang village in
the district, and they seem “more excited than ever” to attend classes, he said.“The initiative has not
just solved the problem of space crunch, albeit temporarily, but it also infused an element of fun and
interactive learning,” Lohit deputy commissioner Prince Dhawan said.

(H.T.,21/10)
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ASSAM

Supreme Court moves out Assam NRC chief, gives Centre 7 days to shift him to MP

The Supreme Court directed the Centre and the Assam government to transfer the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) coordinator Prateek Hajela “forthwith” to Madhya Pradesh for the maximum period
possible. The bench, however, did not give a reason for passing the order. People familiar with the
matter who spoke on condition of anonymity said the IndianAdministrative Service officer placed a
personal request for his transfer in view of threats he has received following the NRC exercise that has
excluded 1.9 million people. Hajela, from Madhya Pradesh, and a 1995 batch IAS officer from the
Assam-Meghalaya cadre, was appointed NRC coordinator by the top court in September 2013 to
oversee the exercise of finalising the Assam NRC to weed out illegal immigrants in the state. A bench
comprising chief justice Ranjan Gogoi and justices S A Bobde and R F Nariman ordered the inter-cadre
transfer of Hajela on deputation to Madhya Pradesh “within seven days”.

(H.T.,19/10)
BIHAR

Bihar to adopt ‘climate-friendly' mode of agriculture as pilot project

For the first time in agriculture, Bihar which is facing nature's fury every now and then,is all set to
adopt the Climate-Friendly mode of agriculture as a pilot project.The agriculture department, acting
on CM Nitish Kumar’s idea, has come out with a comprehensive roadmap for starting "Climate
Friendly" (CF) mode of agriculture in eight districts of Bihar.Chief Minister Nitish Kumar toyed
with the idea of starting "Climate-Friendly" mode of agriculture in 2018 while speaking at a
function of the agriculture department.

(P.,07/10)

Over 1400 people tested positive for dengue in Bihar

The dengue menace in Bihar, especially in state capital Patna, continued with official figures,
released, showing that 1404 positive cases for dengue have been reported so far from January to
October 13 this year in the state." Among 1404 dengue patients, 974 are from Patna alone while rest
are from other districts included 112 from Bhagalpur and 32 from Vaishali,"said an official release,
adding that free medical camps have been set up at various locations with ample quantity of
medicines.Bleaching powder has been extensively sprayed across the state with more efforts taken
in Patna.

(N.LE.,14/10)

Patha HC expresses concern over water-logging, dengue outbreak

Expressing grave concerns over parts of the Bihar capital being inundated for over a fortnight now
and reports of people suffering from dengue, the Patna High Court directed the state government to
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take urgent steps.A division bench of Justice Shivaji Pandey and Justice Partha Sarathi passed the
order while hearing a bunch of writ petitions filed by various parties drawing the court’s attention to
the destruction caused in the city following three days of torrential rainfall last month.“Citizens of
Patna are facing the problem of water-logging in certain areas and also reports have come through
newspapers that people are suffering from dengue and one member of the bar has already died of
dengue fever which is a serious matter,” the court said.

(H.T.,19/10)
CHHATTISGARH

Chhattisgarh gets its first model police station

Amanaka police station located on Greater Eastern (GE) road of Raipur, in Chhattisgarh is not your
usual run-of-the-mill station. With personnel at a reception desk ready to greet visitors with a smile
upon arrival, the station fails to conform to the stereotypical “discourteous and alienated” vibe that
one comes to expect from a ‘thana’ (police station). Functioning on some simple principles — be
humane, help others and give more than what is expected of you — the station is Chhattisgarh’s
first model police station.Every visitor will be served with a glass of water, have access to clean
toilets and parking facilities.The entire pattern is no less than a corporate-style functioning with
visitors being promptly heard by the policemen with a smile on their face.

(N.LE.,11/10)

DELHI

Delhi Govt starts drive to make city pothole-free

To make national Capital roads potholes free, Delhi Government launched a mega exercise to fill
potholes on roads managed by its Public Works Department (PWD).Delhi Chief Minister, Arvind
Kejriwal in a series of tweets said it was first time that such a big scale road inspection was being
done to free the PWD roads from potholes caused by rains and wear andS tear. “Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) 50 ruling legislators, each accompanied by a PWD engineer will inspect 25 km of road
stretch in their areas. An app will be used to locate and record the potholes and other damages,
which will be repaired immediately,” said the Chief Minister.

(P.,07/10)

Delhi govt to meet entire expenditure on Valmiki community children beyond
class 12

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced his government decision to meet the entire
expenditure on education of Valmiki community children after class 12 while accusing previous
governments of keeping Valmiki community bereft of developmental opportunities.He also alleged
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that various political parties wanted the Valmiki community children to become only cleaners and
sanitation workers.

(H.T.,12/10)

Delhi govt to announce fithess fee, GPS charges waiver for taxis

The Delhi government gave its nod to fully waive the fitness test fees and GPS-related charges for
all taxis in the national Capital. It also slashed charges of other documentation and penalties by 60-
80% for all cabs registered in Delhi.The move comes ahead of the assembly elections scheduled in
Delhi early next year. As per government data, the scheme will benefit at least a lakh taxis in the
city. Transport minister Kailash Gahlot said the revised fees will be applicable only for those cabs,
which are registered under an individual and not in the name of private companies.

(H.T.,15/10)
Delhi government directs schools to follow guidelines on reducing weight of school bag

The Delhi government has directed schools in the national capital to ensure strict implementation of
guidelines on reducing weight of school bags. The HRD Ministry had formed the guidelines in
2016 to ensure students do not get bogged down with the burden of carrying heavy bags to
schools.The guidelines were framed after it was observed that the load of school bag is increased by
bringing textbooks, guides, homework and classwork notebooks, rough work notebooks, water
bottles, lunch box, sometimes heavy school bags also.“Schools should not prescribe additional or
supplementary books that are costly and designed in a pedagogically unsound manner,” the
guidelines said.

(H.T.,16/10)

EDMC to use treated water in sprinklers

The East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC) on Wednesday said that it will now use treated
sewage water in its sprinklers to control dust pollution. “We have tied up with the Jhilmil Industrial
Area to use water from their Central Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP). They produce about 80 lakh
litre of treated sewage water daily, only a fraction of which is taken by the Public Works
Department (PWD) and rest goes into the drain,” said Sandeep Kapoor, Standing Committee
Chairperson, East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC). “On the other hand, we use about 80 lakh
litres of potable water in the 40 sprinklers-cum mist creators which we have recently bought to curb
dust pollution in our area. Now, instead of the fresh water, treated water will be used,” he said.

(H.T., 24/10)

Delhi: Ola, Uber roped in to help rush road accident victims to nearest hospitals

The Delhi government has entered into a partnership with cab service providers Ola and Uber to
help road accident victims get immediate attention by ferrying them to the nearest hospital. This is a
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part of its recently launched ‘Farishtey Dilli Ke’, a government initiative to honour good samaritans
who take accident victims to hospitals.According to the plan, the companies will train and sensitise
their cab and auto drivers on how they should respond if they find an accident victim on the road.
The government has also sent an advisory explaining the scheme to Ola and Uber. These companies
have joined hands with the government to sensitise drivers as well as passengers. The logo on the
mobile application will have information about the scheme.,”The scheme was implemented in
February 2018 on a pilot basis and formally launched by Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
October 7. Under it, the government will bear the cost of treatment of victims of road accidents and
acid attacks at government and private hospitals. The government also decided to pay Rs 2,000 as
an incentive to those who help accident victims reach hospitals.As per the procedure, cashless
treatment will be provided to any eligible medico-legal victim of a road accident in Delhi at any
private hospital or nursing home, provided he or she is brought or referred or transferred to the
private hospital concerned within 72 hours of the incident — irrespective of whether the patient was
earlier undergoing treatment at a government or private hospital.

(LE., 26/10)

Delhi: Rs 1,000 ‘seed money’ for govt school students

Delhi government schools will roll out the ‘field project’ under the entrepreneurship curriculum
over the next two months, Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia said. Under the programme, the
government will give seed money of Rs 1,000 to each child in classes XI and XII to develop a
business idea or social intervention.“Using this seed money, they shall try either to earn profit or
increase social impact, as they have the confidence to do some entrepreneurial activities. Within the
next two months, this project will be completely executed,” Sisodia said.The students, either
individuals or groups, will be required to prepare a budget and plan to execute their projects.
“Students will execute the project outside school hours and execute it around school or in their
communities. A maximum six-week timeline for the field project implementation has been issued
which ends on 30 December 2019,” a statement issued by the government said.

(LE., 31/10)
GOA

Goa CM promises to cut red tape, grant approval to investors within 30 days

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant promised potential investors that his government would grant
approvals within 30 days of submitting a proposal, especially if they are from hospitality, tourism,
IT services or agro-based sectors.Under the current system a proposal is first received by Goa’s
investment promotion board and after approval, the investor needs to seek approvals from other
government departments before it is finally given the go ahead. Sawant wants to ensure that the
departments are consulted first before approval is granted and that the process gets over in a month.

(H.T.,18/10)

October 2019 News Digest 45




News From other States

GUJARAT

Gujarat: Government taking our land, not giving benefits, say tribals near Statue of
Unity

Some tribals from villages around the Statue of Unity (SoU) site in Narmada district, said that they
are being deprived of the benefits of projects and that they do not want to give their lands for
tourism purposes in the region. They addressed a press conference in Ahmedabad in the presence of
former Chief Minister Suresh Mehta and former minister Pravinsinh Jadeja, along with some social
activists.Notably, acting on a public interest litigation (PIL) moved by an Ahmedabad-based
activist, the HC had ordered to maintain status quo on land acquisition in six villages around SoU.
The land of these villages was claimed to be acquired by Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Limited
(SSNNL) in the 1960’s, but its possession remained with the tribals. The petitioner has demanded
that since the possession of the land remained with the tribals for these many years, the government
cannot take it back now.The quantum of such land, the tribals said, is 1700 acre of which 1100 acre
has been in possession of the SSNNL or the state government.

(LE.,23/10)

HARYANA

Soon, auto and taxi passengers in Chandigarh can scan code to get driver’s details

Soon, auto and taxi passengers will be able to get details about the vehicle and its driver just by
scanning a quick response (QR) code. The UT administration is preparing to make it mandatory for
all autos and taxis, including mobile aggregators like Uber, Ola, to display QR codes, a two-
dimensional barcode which encodes both letters and numeral information.The QR code will be
provided to drivers only after thorough verification and vehicles without these will be deemed
illegal and stopped from plying on city roads.

(H.T.,03/10)
JAMMU KASHMIR

Jammu Kashmir orders transfer of Upper House assets

The Jammu and Kashmir government has ordered the transfer of buildings, assets and staff of the
legislative council (upper house) of the bicameral state legislature to other departments after the
House’s abolition under the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019.The decision follows the
Centre’s decision on August 5 to effectively revoke the special status of the state and to split it into
two Union territories -- J&K and Ladakh. The order directed the secretary of the council to hand
over the property to the director, estates. Vehicles purchased for the legislative council from time to
time would be transferred to the director, state motor garages.
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(H.T.,18/10)

Jammu and Kashmir:2018 saw highest terror infiltration in five years

As many as 143 terrorists infiltrated into Jammu and Kashmir from Pakistan in 2018, the highest in
last five years, according to the Home Ministry’s annual report. The report said terrorists made a
total 328 bids to sneak into India through J&K and were successful in 143. In 2017, 419 cross-
border infiltration attempts were made of which 136 were successful.Last year also recorded the
highest number of casualties of security forces in the last five years. While 91 security personnel
were killed, a total of 257 terrorists were also shot dead and 39 civilians lost their lives in 2019.The
state saw overall 614 terror incidents in 2018.

(N.LE.,27/10)

JHARKHAND

‘Police Uncle Tutorial’ for school dropouts

To help school dropouts complete their matriculation, Simdega police have come up with a unique
concept of ‘Police Uncle Tutorial” which was launched on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti. The
special classes are designed for Maoist affected areas of the Simdega district where children are
more susceptible to crime. A total of 16 centres across the district have been set up with at least 50
students in each centre. Teachers of government schools, retired people and those willing to
contribute have been roped in as teachers. The project is a brainchild of Simdega SP Sanjeev
Kumar.

(P.,06/10)
Jharkhand High Court goes digital

Now, any information related to the filing of any case at Jharkhand High Court will be available
through a single click. All 3.60 crore pages of documents related to 1.80 lakh cases have been made
digital and will be uploaded soon on the site of Jharkhand High Court enabling people to access
them at one go. This includes cases that have been disposed of or are pending at the high court. It
also includes those documents which were transferred from Patna High Court after the state was
carved out of Bihar in 2000.

(P.,06/10)

68 per cent MLAs in Jharkhand still have criminal cases pending against them

More than half of the MLAs in Jharkhand are tainted, having at least one or more criminal case
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pending against them in different courts of the State.According to an affidavit submitted by
Jharkhand Police in a PIL filed by a civil society ‘Jharkhand Against Corruption’ at the Jharkhand
High Court, it stated that out of a total of 62 MLAs having criminal cases against them, 19 have
been acquitted, while 43 MLAs still have cases pending against them.“12 MLAs are being produced
in the court, while arguments are on in cases related to two MLAs. Cases against six of the MLAs
are under trial,” stated the affidavit filed in Jharkhand High Court. Charges are to be framed against
six MLAs while another one has been granted bail, it said.

(N.LE.,20/10)
KARNATAKA

ISRO to celebrate ‘World Space Week’ with 7 academic institutions in
Karnataka

As a part of World Space Week program, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has joined
hands with seven academic institutions across Karnataka to spread information and knowledge
about the benefits of space science and technologies to the student community. The programme will
start on October 4 and will continue till October 10, the space agency said in a statement. The space
agency has invited students to participate in these events and enrich themselves about space
activities in general and activities of ISRO-U R Rao Satellite Centre (URSC). URSC is the lead
centre of ISRO, which is responsible for design, development and realisation of satellites for the
Indian space program aimed at benefitting the common man.

(H.T.,05/10)

Karnataka may ease rules for affordable housing

Karnataka is working on its own policy to allow potential homeowners to build multistorey
residential apartments through their own societies. The idea is to enable people to plan and build
their own homes under the Centre's PM Awas Yojana (PMAY) without encountering the routine
bureaucratic hurdles if the government were to implement the scheme. The Centre has favourably
responded to Karnataka's novel idea, and asked its housing department to try it out on a pilot basis.
About 56 tribal families showed interest to form societies and build their house as they thought it

was less cumbersome.
(E.T.,08/10)

BSY govt bars pvt channels, DD to show live proceedings

The Karnataka House proceedings will now be shown only by Doordarshan, and not private news
channels.Ahead of the legislature session starting on Thursday, the state government issued an order
restricting private TV channels from telecasting live the proceedings of both the Houses, prompting
the opposition to say that it is a move to restrict the freedom of the media.The order even restricts
photojournalists from carrying their cameras and reporters from carrying their mobile phones inside
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the Assembly and the Council during the session.According to the order,private news channel
cameramen will not be allowed to take their cameras inside the House. Instead Dooradarshan will
record the proceedings and supply it to private channels, which they can telecast. The Information
Department will supply photographs to print media.

(N.LE.,10/10)

Karnataka: Students made to cover head with cartons at exam

To check exam malpractice, a college in Haveri district in Karnataka made its students write the
exam with cardboard cartons covering their head.The students were provided with ‘modified’
cartons with an opening on one side when they came to write their mid-term exam on October 16,
official sources said.The college officials called it an ‘experiment’ to prevent students from copying
from other answer-sheets, sources said.As the pictures of students with the cartons on their heads
while writing the exam went viral, education board officials visited the college and stopped it. A
show-cause notice has also been issued to the college, officials said. In a post on his facebook page,
primary and secondary education minister S Suresh Kumar said, This is totally unacceptable.
Nobody has any right to treat anybody moreso students like animals. This perversion will be dealt
with aptly.”

(H.T., 22/10)

Bengaluru civic body to introduce animal waste collection to prevent unscientific
disposal

In a bid to stop unscientific disposal of animal waste in Bengaluru, the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), city’s local civic body, has decided to collect and transport the same
from meat shops on a daily basis, for a fixed fee.The local civic body has floated tenders to pick
vendors for each zone who can complete the process, as planned. According to Randeep, Special
Commissioner for Solid Waste Management, BBMP, the city will have a dedicated waste collection
stream for the first time with meat shops mapped by an app that would also demarcate the easiest
route for animal waste collection. BBMP officials explained that the proposal for a dedicated animal
waste disposal system arose after a recent study indicated animal waste disposed on the sides of the
roads were among the main reasons behind stray dogs thriving in the city.o enable efficient
incineration of animal waste collected, the BBMP has proposed to begin three rendering plants with
a capacity of 20 tonnes a day.

(LE., 23/10)

Karnataka farmers, planters oppose proposed Free Trade Agreement

Planters and farmers from Karnataka are opposing the Union government’s proposal to sign a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) for dairy products and plantation commodities under the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) is a proposed free trade agreement (FTA) between the ten member states of the Association
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of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) that includes Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and its six FTA partners which consist of
China, Japan, India, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand.The farmers from Mandya, Mysuru,
Shivamogga, Hassan and other districts staged a massive protest against the proposal as they are
apprehensive that the duty-free import of milk products will affect their livelihood.On Wednesday,
‘Mandya Zila Haalu Utpadakara Horata Samiti’, a milk producers’ association protested in
Mandya. Sunanda Jayaram, Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS) leader, said, “The RCEP
agreement will allow duty-free import of milk, this will hit the dairy and agriculture sector in the
country. The RCEP will also impact the employment of five crore people working in the dairy
industry and affects the livelihood of 10 crore milk producers across the country.”

(LE., 29/10)

Chapters glorifying Tipu Sultan to be removed from textbooks: Yediyurappa

Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa said history lessons glorifying Tipu Sultan shall be
removed from school textbooks.“Our government is trying to remove Tipu Sultan’s history lessons
from textbooks in the state. Such topics must not find a place in textbooks. 101% we are not going
to allow such things to happen,” he said in Bengaluru.Soon after, BJP Karnataka tweeted: “By
ending public celebrations of Tipu Jayanti, our CM has restored dignity to Kannadigas. As the next
step, textbooks must be rewritten to portray the real Tipu Sultan to our Children. They should be
made aware of the Tyrant’s cruelty against Hindus & his anti Kannada rule.”Yediyurappa’s
statement comes just a week after BJP legislator from Madikeri, Appachu Ranjan, demanded the
removal of a lesson on Tipu from school textbooks, saying it “contains wrong information”.
Following this, earlier in the week, Primary and Secondary Education Minister S Suresh Kumar
sought a report from the Managing Director of the Karnataka Textbook Society on Ranjan’s
proposal.Reacting to the same, Leader of Opposition of the state Legislative Assembly,
Siddaramaiah, accused the BJP government of acting like a “party fanatic.”

(LE., 31/10)

MAHARASHTRA

Profits from rising onion prices helps Maharashtra farmers buy 250 tractors
in a single day

Major automobile makers have reported double digit declines in domestic passenger vehicle sales but this
hasn’t stopped onion farmers in a Maharashtra tehsil from buying as many as 250 tractors in a single
day.Onion prices which ranged between Rs 100 to Rs 500 per quintal in the last five years shot in the
range of Rs 2,000- Rs 4,000 for around two months this year. This earned rich dividends for farmers in
tribal Kalwan taluka, a major onion growing region in the district.In addition to the 250 tractors, 21 cars
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and around 400-500 two-wheelers were also sold on the same day, an automobile dealer said. It resulted in
transaction of Rs 30 crore in a single day, and around 70 per cent of this purchase was in cash.

(H.T.,04/10)

Mumbai colleges set up 200 libraries in state’s villages

Commemorating the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and the 60th anniversary of the
National Service Scheme (NSS), colleges affiliated with the University of Mumbai (MU) set up
over 200 libraries in villages across the state and plan to set up 150 more by the end of the academic
year.These libraries have either been set up in the zilla parishads or grampanchayats of the villages
to increase accessibility for students.By the end of the academic year, these colleges plan to set up
350 new libraries across rural Maharashtra, one by each of the participating colleges.

(H.T.,14/10)

In Raigad, Maharashtra — women take up poultry farming, stop migration

A poultry farming programme in rural Raigad for below poverty line women is ensuring a steady
income and alternate livelihood source in the paddy-dominated terrain. The region witnesses
seasonal migration that has increased due to erratic rainfall pattern over the last few years. While
the project was initiated by NGO Childfund India, Raigad district officials are handholding the
vaccination of poultry and in providing the list of possible beneficiaries for the programme.

(LE., 21/10)

Plea to scrap 70% regional quota in medical colleges rejected by HC

Seventy per cent seats in medical and dental colleges will continue to be reserved for candidates
from the region where the colleges are located. The Bombay high court (HC) rejected a plea filed
by a medical aspirant from Osmanabad, requesting the HC to scrap the regional quota during the
institutional round of admission. In Maharashtra, 15% of the total seats in medical and dental
colleges are reserved for students from across the country under the all-India quota. Of the
remaining 85% seats, the government has, since 2016, reserved 70% seats for candidates hailing
from the region where the college is located.

(H.T., 24/10)
MADHYA PRADESH

Madhya Pradesh records highest number of deaths caused due to rain, floods

Madhya Pradesh has recorded the highest number of deaths in the country during the monsoon this
year, caused by excessive rain, flood and lightning, a government official said.According to the
revenue department’s official figure, as many as 674 people died due to excessive rain, flood and
lightning from June 1 to September 30. Thus on an average, more than 5 people died every day. As
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per a news agency report attributed to home ministry officials, as many as 1,900 people were
reported to have lost their lives due to rains and flood across the country. Out of these 1,900 people,
182 died in Madhya Pradesh as per the report.

(H.T.,05/10)
MP government relaxes license norms for real estate sector

In a relief to real estate sector, Madhya Pradesh government approved a proposal to reduce the number
of documents needed to get government permission for projects from 27 to five and allowed real estate
companies to have one licence for the entire state.This was decided at the state cabinet meeting held
under the chairmanship of chief minister Kamal Nath, according to the state government
spokesperson.As per the decision, colonisers have also been given relaxation from the rule of economic
weaker section (EWS) construction which is currently mandatory under the real estate projects.

(H.T.,17/10)
MEGHALAYA

Meghalaya wants to be free of plastic while turning waste to wealth

Plastic can be converted to wealth, Meghalaya chief minister Conrad K Sangma said on Gandhi
Jayanti to mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.“17 tons of waste plastic collected
by rag pickers and village level volunteers across Meghalaya will be consumed by Dalmia Cements
as fuel for producing clinkers,” he said.He urged people to collect plastic waste which he said will
be used by Dalmia Cements as fuel for producing clinkers as fuel instead of coal.The cement
company will pay Rs 30 per kg directly to the scrap dealer engaged by the Swachh Bharat Mission
office for collection and transportation of waste plastic, he added.

(H.T.,03/10)
MIZORAM

Mizoram records nine HIV positive cases every day

With nine positive cases of HIV-AIDS being reported in Mizoram every day, the state’s Chief
Minister Zoramthanga has made a clarion call to fight the menace.The land-locked and Christian-
majority Mizoram, which shares porous borders with Myanmar and Bangladesh, has the dubious
distinction of being the highest HIV prevalent state in the country.At 2.04 per cent, Mizoram
recorded the highest HIV prevalence rate in the country. It is followed by Manipur (1.43 per cent)
and Nagaland (1.15 per cent).“The HIV/AIDS prevalence in Mizoram is 42.38 per cent among
people in the age group of 25-34 years, 26.46 per cent in the age group of 35-49 years and 23.03 per
cent in the age group of 15-24 years,” Dr. Lalthlengliani said.

(N.LE.,12/10)

October 2019 News Digest 52




News From other States

ODISHA

Naveen Patnaik launches ‘Mo Sarkar’ initiative

Marking the 150th birth anniversary of the Father of the Nation, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
rolled out his Government’s ambitious ‘Mo Sarkar’ programme which finds its roots in the
Gandhian philosophy of giving people their voice in daily governance.Releasing the logo and
preamble of ‘Mo Sarkar,” he hailed the programme as a pioneering initiative to completely
transform the way Government offices deliver services to people, treating them with dignity and in
a professional manner.‘Mo Sarkar’ programme has been launched in 21 district headquarters
hospitals and medical colleges at Cuttack, Sambalpur and Berhampur.

(N.LE.,04/10)

In Odisha’s first robotic restaurant, two humanoids to serve customers

A restaurant in Bhubaneswar opened its doors to customers claiming to be the first eatery in eastern
India where two indigenously developed robots will serve customers.Named ‘Champa’ and
‘Chameli’, the two humanoid robots rolled on the floor of the “Robo Chef” restaurant in
Chandrasekharpur area of Bhubaneswar in the evening and served food to the waiting customers.
After serving them food, the two robots even chimed “Apana mane khushi to” (Are you happy), a
phrase popularised by chief minister Naveen Patnaik during his 2019 election campaign.

(H.T.,17/10)
PUNJAB

Punjab records 45% jump in farm fires

The paddy harvesting season has started in Punjab and the state has already recorded a 45%
increase in stubble burning incidents till October 11, but the administration hopes the farm fire
count will come down gradually as a result of intensive interventions made this year.The period
between October 15 and November 15 is considered critical as most farmers harvest their paddy
crop during this period. According to data from the Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB), the
state had recorded 435 incidents of stubble burning till October 11 last year. This year, the figure
has shot up to 630.

(H.T.,13/10)

Punjab against DBT for paying fertiliser subsidy to farmers

The Punjab agriculture department has raised apprehension over the central government’s proposal
to pay fertiliser subsidy to farmers through the direct benefit transfer (DBT) system, saying it may
lead to misuse of funds for non-agricultural purposes by those in dire need of cash, thus leading to
indebtedness in the farming community. In a discussion with the Union agriculture secretary and
other officials through video conferencing on Thursday, state additional chief secretary (agriculture,
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horticulture and food processing) Viswajeet Khanna said the move will affect the cash flow of
farmers in case subsidy is not released on time. Also, the government’s cash flow will suffer in case
arrangements are made for monetary disbursal through e-payment by placing the funds with the
banks for release to farmers when they made purchases, he added.

(H.T.,19/10)

Chandigarh declared ODF++ city

Chandigarh has been declared Open Defecation Free Plus Plus (ODF++) by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) under the Swachh Bharat mission. The previous status of
Chandigarh was ODF. Being an ODF ++ city was a pre-qualifying condition to compete for five
star and above rankings in the garbage-free cities in the Swachh Survekshan that will be conducted
in January 2020.In order to ensure effective functioning of public and community toilets and to
address proper disposal of fecal sludge, the MoHUA had introduced the Open Defecation Free Plus
Plus (ODF++) and Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF+) protocol under the Swachh Bharat Mission
in August last year.Both, ODF++ certification and Garbage-Free City Star Rating-5 certification, are
the key to get a top ranking in Swachhata Survey 2020.According to this protocol, every civic body
has to focus on achieving sanitation sustainability by addressing complete sanitation value chain,
including safe and complete fecal sludge management. ODF certifications entail providing access to
clean and usable toilet facilities for the citizens.

(LE., 25/10)

Chandigarh makes it must for all schools: ‘No bag day’ once every week

THE CHANDIGARH Administration has made it mandatory for all the schools to have “no
bag day” once every week. The directions will come into force from next week and all the schools
have to implement them every Saturday.It was decided in a meeting chaired by UT Education
Secretary B L. Sharma on Wednesday in the run-up to the preparations for PISA (Programme for
International Student Assessment) test that is scheduled to be held in Chandigarh in 2021. As per
the minutes, it was discussed that “no bag day” will be initiated for students every week.On the no
bag day, students will come to school without bags and will be provided learning through various
activities that will be held in or outside the classrooms. Learning through activities will be related to
the course itself.It was also stated that field trips will be encouraged to ensure more practical
learning in children instead of completely theoretical learning. Field trips will mean visiting places
such as gas station, railway station, parks, farms and post office, as per the minutes.

(LE., 26/10)

Now, vets can take up stray dog sterilisation in Chandigarh

Now registered veterinarians can also apply for the contract to sterilise stray dogs in
Chandigarh.The decision came in the finance and contract committee (F&CC) meeting headed by
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mayor Rajesh Kalia, wherein agenda to revise tender norms for municipal corporation’s animal
birth programme was tabled.Earlier the MC only considered non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) recognised by the Animal Welfare Board to run its sterilisation programme. However, the
civic body did not get any response to e-tender floated in August.Now the applicant, whether an
NGO or a registered veterinary doctor, can apply to run the programme with the condition of
sterilisation of 200 dogs per month.

(H.T., 30/10)

Gujarat-based firm to run intelligent transport system in Chandigarh

A Gugarat based company will be running the intelligent transport system in Chandigarh now. Of
the three companies, including a Japanese one, that applied, it was the Amnex Infotechnologies
Private Limited Company that made the cut.Transport Director Uma Shankar Gupta stated that
against the bid price of Rs 47 crore, the price offered by the Gujarat-based Amnex was the lowest
— Rs 35 crore. That is why it was selected. The project had been pending since 2014 and now
within 15 days, work would be allotted. “The project will be executed in a year’s time,” he
said.This was the third time that bids were called, and three companies had applied.

(LE., 30/10)
RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan government bans categories of pan masala, flavoured supari

The Rajasthan government has banned pan masala and flavoured supari in the state, health minister
Raghu Sharma announced.Sharma made the announcement during one of the several events held in
Jaipur to mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.“We have banned storage,
distribution and sale of pan masala containing magnesium carbonate, nicotine, tobacco and mineral
oil, and flavoured supari under Food Security Act, 2006,” the state health minister said.All food
inspectors have been asked to ensure compliance of the ban, the minister added.

(H.T.,02/10)

For more eyes in the sky, Jammu and Kashmir Police to get 50 drones

The Jammu and Kashmir police is set to add to more teeth to its surveillance system with an
upcoming acquisition of 50 unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).The biggest UAV procurements for
the JK police has already been approved Union home ministry. The UAVs will help the police to
keep an eye on protesters and militant movements.The UAVs or drone system will be of category 3
which is considered the latest and equipped with the technology required by the police especially in
Kashmir given its terrain and mountainous region, the official said.

(H.T.,02/10)
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Rajasthan to have indirect polls for urban local body chiefs

In a U-turn, the Rajasthan government decided that chiefs of urban local bodies will be chosen
through indirect election.Mayors and municipal chairpersons elected directly by people “usually
ignore councillors”, affecting development works, urban development and housing minister Shanti
Dhariwal said while briefing the media about cabinet decisions.The announcement is a major policy
shift as after forming the government in the state in December 2018, chief minister Ashok Gehlot
had reintroduced direct election of municipal body chiefs, replacing indirect election introduced by
the erstwhile the BJP government.

(H.T.,15/10)
In Rajasthan, 40% children underweight, 44% anaemic: National Nutrition Survey

Jaipur Despite efforts to tackle malnutrition in Rajasthan, 40.9 percent children under five years are
underweight and 44.4 percent are anaemic, according to the Comprehensive National Nutrition
Survey.The survey report reveals that 26 percent children aged 5-9 years and 36.8 percent children
aged 10-19 years are underweight in the state.The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey
(CNNS) report is the first national nutrition survey covering 112,316 pre-schoolers, school-age
children and adolescents in rural and urban areas across 30 states.

(H.T.,16/10)

Rajasthan schools asks EWS students under RTE to pay 8- year fee

According to the parents, the students from economically weaker section (EWS) families were
admitted to the school under Right to Education (RTE). But the school authorities said the
admissions were not under RTE and the parents were informed about this but they kept delaying
payment of fees. A private school in Rajasthan’s Bikaner district has allegedly served legal notices
to more than a dozen students to pay fee for eight years. The legal notice said if they don’t pay the
fee, amounting to more than one lakh rupees, in 15 days, legal action will follow. According to the
parents, the students from economically weaker section (EWS) families were admitted to the school
under Right to Education (RTE). But the school authorities said the admissions were not under RTE
and the parents were informed about this but they kept delaying payment of fees.The parents met
the Bikaner district collector and secondary education director on Monday to complain against the
legal notice. The school said they hadn’t demanded fee from any student admitted under the EWS
category. “These parents were told that their wards were not selected as RTE beneficiaries.
Meanwhile, the education department has ordered an inquiry into the case to examine the facts and
assured the parents that no schools will be permitted to charge any undue sum from the parents, said
Nathmal Didel, director of secondary education in Rajasthan.

(H.T.,22/10)
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Lau Diya: An exquisite work of Jaipur craftsmen

With the entire country in grip of Diwali festivities, a special metallic lamp is creating waves in
Jaipur.Called ‘Lau Diya’, this oil lamp is crafted in copper and brass by the Thathera artisans of
Jaipur. The lamp is simplified with the detachable top. Now, the Lau Diya has been awarded the
UNESCO Seal of Excellence for its innovative and sustainable design.“These techniques were used
to make the towers in old mosques and temples where handmade gold leaf work, ‘Saaj’, is done.
The gold is cut in smaller pieces and then heated into a thin sheet. It is lit using liquid paraffin lamp
oil only.”The flip side is the cost given the work and the costly metals used to make this diya. This
diya come in three sizes and cost anywhere between Rs 1,000 to Rs 3,000.

(N.LE.,27/10)

Rajasthan govt to discontinue pension to Emergency detainees

The Rajasthan government has decided to discontinue the pension provided to those who were
detained during the Emergency under the Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA) and the
Defence of India (DIR) rules, Cabinet minister Shanti Dhariwal said Monday.Addressing journalists
after a Cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, Dhariwal, the Minister for Local
Self Government as well as Urban Development and Housing, said, “We don’t consider them as
freedom fighters or as sentinels of democracy.”The Gehlot government has claimed that its decision
will save the exchequer about Rs 40 crore annually.Madhya Pradesh too had suspended the MISA
pension in early January, arguing that there were many fake and ineligible beneficiaries. When the
decision lead to an uproar in the state, the state government said the pension had not been
discontinued but physical verification of beneficiaries had been ordered.

(LE., 29/10)

TAMIL NADU

Chennai: Operations in full swing to rescue Sujith

Officials who are heading operations to rescue Sujith, a toddler who had fallen down an abandoned
borewell in Nadukattupatti near Manapparai in Trichy on October 25 said that it will take the team
close to eight hours to rescue the two-year-old child. The toddler, who has been stuck at 70 feet for
more than 60 hours had fallen into the borewell which measures 600 feet deep on Friday evening
while playing with his friends. On Sunday, officials had dug a new borewell from the side of the
borewell Sujith was stuck inside to rescue the boy. However, the process was hindered by the rocky
terrain and the officials were only able to dig upto 35-feet on October 27.

(LE., 28/10)
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TELANGANA

Stage set for ‘trifurcation’ of TSRTC

The stage is all set for ‘trifurcation' of the TSRTC.The corporation will run half its fleet which is
about 5,200 buses, while 30 per cent of the remaining requirement - 3,100 buses - would be taken
on hire and the remaining 20 per cent (2,100 buses) would be run by private operators.This was a
major decision taken by Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao after a four-hour-long review at
Pragathi Bhavan on the report submitted by an officials’ committee headed by Roads and Buildings
Principal Secretary Sunil Sharma.

(H.T.,09/10)
UTTAR PRADESH

Urban properties to be linked with owners' Aadhaar in Uttar Pradesh

All urban properties in Uttar Pradesh will now be linked to the Aadhaar cards of the owners.The
Yogi Adityanath government is preparing to implement the Urban Properties Ownership Record
(UPOR) Scheme, in the pattern of Karnataka."This scheme will help in identifying 'benami'
properties, multiple properties and will also increase tax collection in Municipal Corporations," said
a senior official. At present, most Municipal Corporations do not have data of property ownership
within their Municipal limits, which often leads to legal disputes.

(N.LE.,11/10)
Good Samaritans to get monetary rewards for helping accident victims in UP

Good Samaritans who rush to the aid of road accident victims may no longer be just unsung heroes.
The UP government is planning to monetarily reward such people. The government has approved
the release of Rs 3.71 crore for road safety this quarter. The money will be spent on organising
massive awareness campaigns on road safety and a portion will also be reserved to reward Good
Samaritans who save lives of road accident victims.

(H.T.,16/10)

In UP anganwadis to be converted into pre-primary schools: Yogi

The Uttar Pradesh government is planning to turn anganwadi centres across the state into pre-
primary schools where three-year-olds would be prepared for progressing to class I, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said. Speaking at the inaugural function of the Kanya Sumangalam Yojna, the CM
said the plan would be put into effect from the next academic session. Adityanath said the move
comes after a request made by Governor Anandiben Patel in this regard. “Our government is
making efforts. There was also a request from Governor, who asked: “Why should children wait to
be five years old to get admission in Basic Education Schools, why can’t we give them admission
before that’?,” Adityanath said.“On her direction, the government has made an arrangement that
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now for basic education schools, we will turn anganwadi centres into pre-primary schools, where
three-year-olds would study for a year,” he added.Under the Kanya Sumangalam Yojna, the
government will give Rs 15,000 to girls in six phases — from birth to the time they get admission
in intermediate college. The government has set aside budget of Rs 1,200 crore in the current fiscal
for the scheme, Adityanath said.

(LE., 28/10)
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Iraq, Syria reopen major border crossing retaken from Islamic State

A border crossing on a vital highway linking the capitals of Iraq and Syria, seized by Islamic State
group jihadists in 2014, re-opened, an AFP reporter said.Iragi security forces had re-taken the
border post near the town of Al-Qaim in late 2017 as part of a massive operation backed by an
international coalition against the jihadists' self-proclaimed "caliphate".It is the only crossing
between the two countries controlled by Syrian regime forces on one side and Iragi federal
authorities on the other.

(N.LE.,01/10)

Japan raises consumption tax, reviving worries over economy

Japan’s national sales tax was raised to 10% from 8%, amid concerns that the long-delayed move
could derail the fragile growth path of the world’s third largest economy.Government officials say
ample measures have been taken to minimize the impact of the hike, which took effect Tuesday.
Previous tax increases, a 2-point increase to 5% in 1997 and another to 8% in 2014, brought on
recessions.Prime Minister Shinzo Abe postponed this hike twice but said it was unavoidable given
rising costs for elder care and a growing national debt as the population ages and shrinks.

(H.,01/10)

Peru lurches into uncertainty after president shuts congress

Peru is lurching into a new period of political uncertainty after President Martin Vizcarra dissolved
the opposition-controlled congress and called new elections that he contends are needed to uproot
the nation’s endemic corruption.Renegade lawmakers defied the chief of state, staying in their seats
late into the night and even voting to suspend him from office and appoint a vice president who
recently broke ranks in his place.But thousands of people took to the streets in the capital waving
Peruvian flags and celebrating Vizcarra’s decision in a country where nearly every living president
has been implicated in the Odebrecht graft scandal.

(H.,02/10)
Israel begins Benjamin Netanyahu’s pre-indictment corruption hearing

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s long-awaited pre-indictment hearing on corruption
charges began in Jerusalem, as a jittery political world eagerly sought clarity on his legal standing
amid the stalemate that followed the country’s second inconclusive election of the year.Netanyahu
is currently struggling to prolong his lengthy rule by building a unity government with his primary
opponents, the centrist Blue and White party, who refuse to partner with him because of the serious
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crimes of which he is suspected.Israel’s attorney general has recommended charging Netanyahu
with bribery, fraud and breach of trust in three separate cases.

(H.,02/10)

Submarine-launched missile test successful, says North Korea

North Korea has said that its test-firing of a new submarine-launched ballistic missile in the waters
off its east coast was successful.The test-firing was North Korea’s first of a submarine-launched
missile in three years, which occurred ahead of a restart of nuclear negotiations between North
Korea and the United States this weekend.The report did not elaborate on whether the missile was
fired from a submarine, a barge or other underwater launch platform.The Korean Central News
Agency said the missile was launched in a vertical mode and that its test had no adverse impact on
the security of neighbouring countries.

(H.,03/10)

UK Brexit plan gets cool reception in Brussels

Britain’s new Brexit plan got a cool reception in Brussels, where European officials highlighted
problems and their chief negotiator warned it left “a lot of work” to be done.European Commission
chief Jean-Claude Juncker used a call with Prime Minister Boris Johnson to share concerns about
“problematic points” in the proposal, in particular London’s proposed customs regime aimed at
avoiding checks on the border between British-ruled Northern Ireland and EU member Ireland. EU
officials were careful not to dismiss the proposal out of hand, and pledged to continue talks, but
there was widespread scepticism and concerns that the plan could leave Ireland exposed.

(H.T.,03/10)

United States government to collect DNA of all undocumented migrants

The US government plans to collect the DNA of all migrants detained after entering the country
illegally, officials said.The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is developing a plan to take
DNA samples from each of the undocumented immigrants and store it in a national database for
criminal DNA profiles, they said. Speaking to journalists on grounds of anonymity, DHS officials
said the new policy would give immigration and border control agents a broader picture of the
migrant and detainee situation.

(HL.T.,04/10)

Israel’s parliament to be sworn in without new government

Israel’s parliament will be sworn without a new government formed as a deadlocked general
election leaves Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu scrambling to find a path to extend his long
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tenure in power.Members of parliament elected in September 17 polls will take their oaths of office
at 4 pm (1300 GMT) in a ceremony that will to a large degree be hollow due to deadlocked
coalition talks.It would be the third in the space of a year after April polls too ended inconclusively,
with Netanyahu unable to form a coalition afterwards.

(H.T.,04/10)

Clashes as Ecuador President Lenin Moreno declares ‘state of emergency’

Clashes broke out between protesters and police in Ecuador after President Lenin Moreno declared
a “state of emergency” following demonstrations against rising fuel prices due to the government
scrapping subsidies.Police fired tear gas at protesters who threw stones and fire bombs close to the
seat of government in the historic center of the capital Quito.Moreno told reporters he had taken the
measure “to safeguard the security of citizens and to avoid chaos.” The protests -- the largest in a
decade -- were led by the transport sector but included students and other groups.

(H.T.,05/10)
Hong Kong police fire tear gas hours after government imposes emergency laws

Hong Kong’s embattled leader Carrie Lam invoked colonial-era emergency powers last used more
than 50 years ago, in a dramatic move that enraged protesters who took to the streets of the
Chinese-ruled city within hours.Lam, speaking at a news conference, said a ban on face masks
would take effect on Saturday under the emergency laws that allow authorities to “make any
regulations whatsoever” in whatever they deem to be in the public interest.China’s Hong Kong and
Macao Affairs Office praised the move in a statement that said the protests were evolving into a
“colour revolution”, a term coined to refer to popular uprisings in Ukraine and other former Soviet
states that swept away long-standing rulers, with interference from external forces.

(H.T.,05/10)
Trump to block immigrants unable to pay for healthcare

The US will block the entry of immigrants without health insurance or the ability to pay for medical
bills, President Donald Trump revealed.Consular officers will only be allowed to issue visas to
prospective immigrants who can prove they “will not impose a substantial burden” on the US health
care system, according to a proclamation authored by Trump.“Immigrants who enter this country
should not further saddle our healthcare system, and subsequently American taxpayers, with higher
costs.” The measure will go into effect on November 3.He has pushed wide-ranging immigration law
reforms, while tasking authorities with carrying out mass deportations of people in the US illegally.

(P.,06/10)
Turkey must ‘take responsibility’ for migrants: Greece

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis called on Turkey to “take responsibility” for a renewed
wave of migrants to Greece, and for an EU-Turkish deal to be revised so Athens can speed up the

October 2019 News Digest 62




International News

return of rejected asylum-seekers.“Turkey must take responsibility” and “control the migrant flow
in the Aegean Sea,” the conservative Greek leader said during a debate in parliament on
migration.Greece has felt under increasing pressure. For the first time since 2016, the country has
become the main port of entry into the European Union for migrants and refugees arriving via
Turkish shores.The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) announced that arrivals by sea from Turkey to
Greece, mostly Afghan and Syrian families, increased to 10,258 in September.

(P.,06/10)

WHO to launch ‘40 seconds of action’ campaign on World Mental Health Day

With World Mental Health Day round the corner, to be precise on October 10, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) is all set to launch "40 seconds of action" campaign to raise awareness of the
scale of suicide around the globe and the role that each of us can play to help prevent it. The
campaign is based on the observation that every 40 seconds, someone loses their life to
suicide.Collectively, WHO's approach to suicide prevention is known as LIVE LIFE (leadership,
interventions, vision and evaluation). This approach is the basis on which comprehensive national
suicide prevention strategies should be developed, said the official.

(P.,07/10)

Kosovo votes amid pressure to reboot talks with Serbia

Kosovo went to the polls in an election that could usher in new leadership at a time when stalled
talks with former war foe Serbia are a source of instability in Europe.Whoever takes the reins will
be under heavy pressure from the West to renew dialogue with Belgrade, which still rejects the
independence its former province declared in 2008.However, for many of Kosovo's 1.8 million
citizens, high unemployment, widespread corruption and poor healthcare are more pressing
concerns than the talks. "We need freedom, a state governed by the rule of law, prosperity,
economic development,” voter Mentor Nimani, 47, told AFP in the capital Pristina shortly after
polling began at 0500 GMT.

(P.,07/10)

Trio win Nobel Medicine Prize for work on cells, oxygen

US researchers William Kaelin and Gregg Semenza and Britain’s Peter Ratcliffe shared the Nobel
Medicine Prize for discoveries on how cells sense and adapt to oxygen availability, the Nobel
Assembly said.“They established the basis for our understanding of how oxygen levels affect
cellular metabolism and physiological function,” the jury said. Their research has “paved the way
for promising new strategies to fight anemia, cancer and many other diseases.”

(P.,08/10)
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Fresh violence in Hong Kong as thousands defy mask ban

Hong Kong was rocked by fresh violence as tens of thousands hit the streets to defy a ban on face
masks, sparking clashes with police, street fights and vandalism across the strife-torn city.Large
crowds marched through torrential rain in peaceful but unsanctioned rallies on both sides of Victoria
Harbour, condemning the government for deploying emergency powers to ban face masks at public
gatherings.But violence erupted as police dispersed crowds with tear gas, and then battled hardcore
protesters in multiple locations -- plunging the finance hub into chaos once more.

(P.,08/10)

UN may run out of money by end of the month, says secretary general Guterres

The United Nations is running a deficit of $230 million, Secretary General Antonio Guterres said
and may run out of money by the end of October.In a letter intended for the 37,000 employees at the
UN secretariat, Guterres said unspecified “additional stop-gap measures” would have to be taken to
ensure salaries and entitlements are paid.“Member States have paid only 70 per cent of the total
amount needed for our regular budget operations in 2019. This translates into a cash shortage of
$230 million at the end of September. We run the risk of depleting our backup liquidity reserves by
the end of the month,” he wrote.

(H.T.,09/10)
Turkey ready for Syria offensive despite mixed signals from Trump

Turkey said it was ready for an offensive into northern Syria, while President Donald Trump
insisted the United States had not abandoned its Kurdish allies who would be targeted in the
assault. Trump has blown hot and cold since a surprise announcement that Washington was pulling
back 50 to 100 "special operators" from Syria's northern frontier.The troops had served as a buffer
preventing a long-planned attack by the Turkish military against Kurdish forces, who were crucial
in the years-long campaign to defeat the Islamic State group but are viewed as "terrorists" by
Ankara. Turkey has always pushed hard against US support for Kurdish forces in Syria due to their
links with the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) which has fought a bloody insurgency
against the Turkish state since 1984.

(H.T.,09/10)

Saudi Arabia rules women can join armed forces

Saudi Arabia announced it will allow women in the ultra-conservative kingdom to serve in the
armed forces as it embarks on a broad programme of economic and social reforms.The move is the
latest in a series of measures aimed at increasing the rights of women in the kingdom, even as rights
groups accuse Riyadh of cracking down on women activists.Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
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the kingdom’s de facto ruler, has approved a handful of reforms aimed at widening women’s rights,
including allowing them to drive and to travel abroad without consent from a male “guardian”.

(H.T.,10/10)
Malaysian MPs vote to repeal ‘fake news’ law

Malaysian lawmakers voted to repeal a controversial law that punished spreading “fake news” with
up to six years behind bars and which critics said was aimed at stifling dissent.As well as hefty jail
terms, those who disseminated what authorities deemed false news -- via any medium, from print to
social networks - could be fined up to 500,000 ringgit ($120,000).It was the second attempt by the
lower house to overturn the law after MPs voted to repeal it last year only for the opposition-
controlled upper chamber to block it.

(H.T.,10/10)

EU removes Switzerland, UAE from tax-haven list

The EU removed Switzerland and the United Arab Emirates from its list of tax havens, giving two
global hubs for multinational tax schemes the all-clear." Albania, Costa Rica, Mauritius, Serbia and
Switzerland have implemented ahead of their deadline all necessary reforms to comply with EU tax
good governance principles,” the bloc's 28 finance ministers said.The EU's grey list has included
Switzerland since its launch in December 2017 as the country was deemed as having inadequate tax
rules, although it had expressed commitment to reform them.Switzerland had approved a tax reform
in October 2018, but its entry into force had been delayed due to a referendum.The United Arab
Emirates, which includes Dubai, was also given a clean bill of health, lifted out directly from the
blacklist after rushing through reforms.

(N.LE.,11/10)

Trump administration appoints Indian-American doctor Sampat Shivangi to serve key US
health body

Sampat Shivangi, an influential Indian-American community leader, has been invited to serve on
the national advisory committee of a key health body dealing with mental health.Shivangi, a
physician, has been invited by the US Health and Human Services Secretary Alex M Azar to serve
on the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's (SAMHSA) Center for
Mental Health Services National Advisory Council.Advisor to the US department of Health &
Human Services from 2005-2008 during the Bush Administration, Shivangi is a recipient of the
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award, 2017 for his contributions to India-US relationship.

(N.LE.,11/10)
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Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali wins Nobel Peace Prize for 2019

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 2019 in
recognition of his efforts to end his country’s long-running border conflict with Eritrea.The
Norwegian Nobel Institute also praised the “important reforms” that Abiy, Ethiopia’s leader since
April 2018, has launched at home.Abiy, 43, took office after widespread protests pressured the
longtime ruling coalition and hurt one of the world’s fastest growing economies. Africa’s youngest
leader quickly announced dramatic reforms and “Abiymania” began.

(H.T.,12/10)
NASA aims for first manned SpaceX mission in first-quarter of 2020

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon astronaut capsule will be ready for its first manned test flight into orbit in
the first quarter of next year, provided that “everything goes according to plan” in upcoming tests,
NASA chief Jim Bridenstine said.On a visit to the SpaceX headquarters, Bridenstine praised Elon
Musk’s company for its “fail fast, then fix” approach to spacecraft design after a personal tour and
briefing at the sprawling manufacturing plant - a display of unity amid a rare public spat between
the two key space figures.

(H.T.,12/10)

Stalled escalators, empty water coolers at UN as budget crunch hits

Stalled escalators, the heating turned down, even the diplomats’ bar closing early at 5pm: already
the UN budget crunch, one of the worst in a decade, is making itself felt in a series of measures
announced by the world body. “We really have no choice,” said Catherine Pollard, a top official in
the UN’s management department. The main priority now is ensuring the next paycheck for the
UN’s 37,000 employees. Secretary General Antonio Guterres laid out the looming cutbacks he said
would mean fewer flights and receptions, limits on hiring, fewer documents, reports and translations
and even an end to water coolers.

(H.T.,13/10)
UK to issue coin with Mahatma’s image

The UK government will issue a commemorative coin to mark the 150th birthday anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, British finance minister Sajid Javid said.While the denomination bearing
Gandhi’s image has not been revealed yet, Javid, who was culture secretary when a Gandhi statue
was installed in London in 2015, told an annual awards event that as Master of the Royal Mint, he
has called for plans to issue the coins to be advanced.”It was the first statue in Parliament Square of
someone who had never held public office... Tonight, we take another step in honouring his
memory,” he said.

(H.T.,13/10)
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Tens of thousands evacuated as California wildfires rage

Wind-driven wildfires forced the evacuation of about 100,000 people in southern California Friday
and destroyed dozens of structures and homes as authorities warned it could take days to extinguish
the flames.The strongest blaze, dubbed the Saddleridge Fire, had consumed 7,542 acres (3,052
hectares) in areas of the San Fernando Valley, about 20 miles (32 kilometers) north of downtown
Los Angeles, fire officials said.They added that it had damaged or destroyed at least 31 structures.
Some 200 firefighters were meanwhile battling several other blazes in Riverside County, east of Los
Angeles, including one that tore through a trailer park and was started by burning trash.

(H.T.,14/10)

US says up to 1,000 troops to withdraw from northern Syria

The Pentagon said President Donald Trump had ordered the withdrawal of up to 1,000 troops from
northern Syria -- almost the entire ground force in the war-torn country -- amid an intensifying
Turkish assault on Kurdish forces.Defense Secretary Mark Esper said the move came after the US
learned that Turkey was pressing further into Syria than expected.The Kurds -- with whom the US
partnered to combat the Islamic State (IS) group -- later announced they had reached a deal with the
regime in Damascus to deploy Syrian troops near the border to confront the Turkish offensive.

(H.T.,14/10)

Japan looks for missing after typhoon Hagibis , warns of mudslides

Rescue crew dug through mudslides and searched near swollen rivers after a typhoon caused serious
damage in central and northern Japan, leaving dozens of people dead or missing.Typhoon Hagibis
unleashed torrents of rain and strong winds that left thousands of homes on Japan’s main island
flooded, damaged or without power.Authorities warned more mudslides were possible with rain
forecast for the affected area during the day Monday.Kyodo News service, assembling information
from a wide network, counted 35 deaths caused by the typhoon with 17 people missing.

(H.T.,15/10)
Ecuador President, protesters reach deal to end violent unrest

Ecuador's president and indigenous leaders reached an agreement to end nearly two weeks of
violent protests against austerity measures put in place to obtain a multi-billion-dollar loan from the
IMF.President Lenin Moreno met with Jaime Vargas, the head of the indigenous umbrella grouping
CONALE, for four hours of talks in the capital Quito broadcast live on state television. Rocketing
prices after Moreno cut the subsidies to obtain a $4.2 billion loan from the International Monetary
Fund sparked 12 days of demonstrations that left seven people dead.

(N.LE.,15/10)

China wants centralised digital currency after bitcoin crackdown

As Facebook readies to launch its answer to bitcoin, China is set to introduce its own digital
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currency, one that could allow the government and the central bank to see what people spend their
money on, according to analysts.Far from the libertarian ideals of cryptocurrencies, whose
anonymity allows users to buy and sell without leaving a digital trail, China's mooted e-cash system
will be tightly regulated, experts say, and run by the People's Bank of China, the central bank.

(N.LE.,16/10)

One size, fits all: NASA unveils new spacesuit prototypes for missions

NASA showed off two new spacesuits tailored for future moonwalking astronauts, signalling
development of a crucial component to the space agency’s accelerated drive to return to the moon
by 2024.Two NASA engineers strutted on a stage inside the agency’s Washington, D.C.
headquarters, donning the new spacesuits, modelling and doing squats and crunches in front of a
crowd of students and reporters to reveal what the first zero-gravity space-wear under NASA’s
Artemis moon programme would look like.“This is the first suit we’ve designed in about 40 years,”
Chris Hansen, a manager at NASA’s spacesuit design office, said.

(H.T.,16/10)
US House passes Honk Kong ‘Democracy Act'

The US House of Representatives passed a bill sought by pro-democracy protesters in Hong Kong that
aims to defend civil rights in the semi-autonomous territory.The Hong Kong Human Rights and
Democracy Act, which will now move to the Senate before it can become law, has drawn rare bipartisan
support in a polarised Congress.The law would end the Hong Kong-US special trading status unless the
State Department certifies annually that city authorities are respecting human rights and the rule of
law.The act will now move to a similar vote in the Senate before it can become law.

(P.,17/10)
Turkey defiant on Syria operation

Turkey rebuffed international pressure to curb its military offensive against Kurdish militants in
Syria as US President Donald Trump dispatched his deputy Mike Pence to Ankara to demand a
ceasefire. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan rejected any negotiations, telling parliament the
only way to solve Syria's problems was for the Kurdish forces to "lay down their arms... Destroy all
their traps and get out of the safe zone that we have designated."Battles raged in the key Syrian
border town of Ras al-Ain on Wednesday, with Kurdish fighters burning tyres in a bid to blind
Ankara's warplanes and digging in against a ground offensive by Turkish-backed Syrian rebels.

(P.,17/10)
Tibetan graduates need to ‘expose and criticise Dalai Lama’ for Chinese govt jobs

New qualifications required of Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) graduates applying for
government jobs include criticism of the Dalai Lama and “firm” pro-Communist Party of China
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(CPC) political principles, a rights group has said in a statement.The new requirements for Tibetan
graduates go beyond what is in the list of qualifications for graduates from other parts of the
country, the International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) said in a statement.International rights groups
and critics say Beijing rules TAR with an iron fist, accuse the Chinese government of widespread
rights abuses in the mountainous region and say the distinct culture, language and traditions of
Tibetans is being gradually eroded.

(H.T.,18/10)
Britain, European Union reach Brexit deal, Boris Johnson hails 'great new deal’

Britain and the European Union said that they have struck an outline Brexit deal after days of intense
see-saw negotiations, though it must still be formally approved by the bloc and ratified by the European
and U.K. Parliaments. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson tweeted that the two sides had struck a
"great new deal" and urged U.K. lawmakers to ratify it in a special session on Saturday. The
breakthrough came just hours after Johnson's Northern Irish government allies threw a spanner in the
works by saying they couldn't support the draft agreement because of provisions for the Irish border.

(E.T.,18/10)

Britain’s ‘Super Saturday’ Brexit showdown in parliament

Prime Minister Boris Johnson faces a Brexit showdown with parliament on Saturday after clinching
a last-minute divorce deal with the European Union that his Northern Irish allies oppose. In an
extraordinary Saturday sitting, the first since 1982, parliament will vote on approving Johnson’s
deal. Britain is due to leave the EU on Oct. 31. But Johnson, whose Conservative Party has no
majority in the 650-seat House of Commons, will face a deeply divided parliament where his
opponents are trying to force both a delay to Brexit and another referendum. Other options include
collapsing his government so that others can take control of Brexit negotiations. Parliament will sit
from 0830 GMT on Saturday Oct. 19 - the first time since April 3, 1982 when it discussed the
Argentine invasion of the Falkland Islands. Johnson will make a statement to lawmakers, after
which there will be a 90-minute debate and then a vote. The final vote is intended to meet one part
of the criteria for ratifying the exit deal. Legislation would then need to be passed by Oct. 31 in
order to complete the ratification.

(H.T.,19/10)

In a first, two women carry out spacewalk: Nasa

US astronauts Christina Koch and Jessica Meir became the first all-female pairing to carry out a
spacewalk, following a spacesuit flub earlier this year that caused the historic mission to be
aborted.“Christina, you may egress the airlock,” spacecraft communicator Stephanie Wilson told the
pair shortly after they began their mission to replace a power controller at 1138 GMT.The first such
mission was supposed to take place in March but had to be cancelled because the space agency had
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only one medium-sized suit, with a male-female combination performing the required task at a later
date.Traditionally male-dominated NASA’s failure to be adequately prepared was denounced in
some quarters as evidence of implicit sexism.Koch is leading Meir, who is making her first ever
spacewalk.The two will replace a faulty battery charge/discharge unit (BCDU).The station relies on
solar power but is out of direct sunlight for much of its orbit and therefore needs batteries, and the
BCDUs regulate the amount of charge that goes into them.

(H.T.,19/10)
Lebanon protesters keep pressure on government as economic reform deadline nears

Protesters in Lebanon returned to the streets, keeping pressure on Prime Minister Saad al-Hariri as a
self-imposed deadline to deliver a package of badly needed reforms for the country’s crumbling
economy drew near. Anti-government protests that have swept the country since Thursday have
pulled together all segments of Lebanese society in an unusually unified call for the downfall of a
political elite that protesters blame for plunging the economy into crisis.Young protesters carrying
rubbish bags arrived early in central Beirut on Sunday to clean debris left from festive
demonstrations the day before, while groups of marchers with drums and loudspeakers returned to
keep momentum.

(N.LE.,20/10)
Boris Johnson’s Brexit plan in disarray after MPs delay key vote

Boris Johnson’s “do or die” plan to take Britain out of the EU on October 31 has been thrown into
disarray after MPs voted to delay a crunch vote on his new Brexit deal and compelled him to hunt
an extension to the Article 50 exit course of.The prime minister had hoped MPs would again his
new deal in a so-called “significant vote”, however as an alternative the Home of Commons voted
on Saturday afternoon by 322 to 306 to again a movement tabled by Oliver Letwin, the previous
Tory cupboard minister, to place the essential vote on maintain.The impact of the vote, which
passed off in opposition to the backdrop of an enormous pro-EU demonstration in central London,
was that Mr Johnson was now required by regulation to jot down a letter to the EU27 asking for an
extension to Brexit past October 31.

(N.LE.,20/10)

Letters ‘put on hold’ as Pakistan stops mail from India for the first time

Even through Partition, three wars, and extended tension, and despite the circuitous route involving
the Middle-East, one service did not stop between India and Pakistan. In the wake of abrogation of
Article 370 however, Pakistan has stopped postal mail between the two countries. It’s been more
than one-and-a-half months since Pakistan last accepted a consignment from India, on August 27,
forcing the Indian postal authorities to put mail marked for the country “on hold”. Said R V
Chaudhary, the Director of Postal Services (Mail and Business Development), Delhi, “It was a
unilateral decision on their part. This is the first time they have taken such a stand... We are not sure
when the order will be lifted.”
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(LE. ,21/10)

Longest direct flight arrives in Sydney from New York, marks new aviation milestone

The longest non-stop passenger flight touched down in Australia Sunday morning after more than
19 hours in the air, a milestone journey from New York that Qantas hopes to parlay into commercial
success. Qantas flight QF7879 took 19 hours and 16 minutes to fly direct from New York to Sydney
in the first of three “ultra long-haul” journeys planned by the airline this year. The national flag
carrier is operating the test flights -- which also include one from London to Sydney -- as it weighs
a rollout of regular services on marathon routes from the United States and Britain to Australia. Just
49 people travelled on the Boeing 787-9 to minimise the weight on board and give the plane
sufficient fuel range to travel more than 16,000 kilometres (9,500 miles) without re-fuelling.

(H.T,, 21/10)

‘Lots of room on moon’: NASA welcomes international partners to mission

As it looks to return to the Moon, NASA is open to the idea of international participation, which
could mean a non-American setting foot on Earth's natural satellite for the first time in history,
global space chiefs said. The Americans are developing a spacecraft (Orion) and a mini space
station (Gateway) that will remain in lunar orbit, which will in theory be used for a first crewed
mission in 2024, Artemis 3. Only one element of the mission will be produced outside the US: the
Orion service module that will supply it with electricity, propulsion, thermal control, air and water
in space and is being delivered by the European Space Agency (ESA). Only once the Gateway is
expanded will non-Americans be able to make the journey too. For its part, Japan also wants to take
advantage of the new US program to write a new chapter in its own history. The building of the ISS
in the late 1990s and 2000s appeared to usher in a new era of space cooperation between the US and
Russia following the Cold War, but this time around, Washington is in no mood to work with
geopolitical rivals. Specifically, the US Congress has explicitly prohibited any cooperation with
China, the world's biggest economy and an emerging space power.

(D.C. ,22/10)

Same-sex marriage, abortion laws liberalised in Northern Ireland

Same-sex marriage and abortion laws in Northern Ireland were liberalised in a landmark shift for
the province aimed at bringing it into line with mainland Britain but which has stoked resentment.
The relaxation of the UK-ruled territory’s restrictive laws on the issues occurred at midnight, after a
deadline elapsed for local lawmakers to stop the changes imposed by MPs in Westminster. British
lawmakers in July approved decriminalising abortion and creating lawful access to abortion
services, as well as rolling out new regulations to allow same-sex marriage and civil
partnerships.They gave Northern Ireland’s assembly - suspended since January 2017 - until October
21 to institute alterations to the reforms, which will see the province broadly match the rest of
Britain. Abortion and same-sex marriage are legal in England, Wales and Scotland. The assembly
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was briefly restored on Monday, but without support from opposition parties, they were unable to
constitute an executive and pass any changes. Northern Ireland Secretary of State Julian Smith told
parliament the law forbidding abortions would be repealed at midnight and there will be a
moratorium on criminal prosecutions.

(D.C., 22/10)

After months of protests, Hong Kong govt to formally withdraw extradition bill

Hong Kong authorities are set to formally withdraw an unpopular extradition bill that sparked months of
chaotic protests in the semi-autonomous Chinese city.The security chief is due on Wednesday to
announce the bill's withdrawal in the city's legislature. Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam had proposed the
amendments to resolve a case involving a man wanted for murder in Taiwan who could not be sent to
the self-ruled island because there was no extradition agreement in place.But the proposal stoked
widespread fears residents would be put at risk of being sent into mainland China's Communist Party-
controlled judicial system, and Lam was forced to drop the bill in the face of fierce opposition.The crisis
has snowballed into demands for universal suffrage and an investigation into police tactics.

(D.C. ,23/10)

Canada election results: Justin Trudeau keeps the wheel but prepares for left turn

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau faced the cold reality of a minority government that will
likely be forced to tilt left to survive, a move that risks upsetting the business community and
stoking alienation in oil-producing provinces. Trudeau, one of the world’s most prominent
progressive leaders, saw a sharp drop in support for his ruling Liberals across the country in an
election on Monday that focused in part on two scandals that dogged the 47-year-old
leader.Preliminary results showed the Liberals elected or ahead in 157 of 338 seats, a drop of 20
from where they stood going into the vote. They also trailed the main opposition Conservatives in
the popular vote by just over a percentage point.The election was a disappointment for Conservative
leader Andrew Scheer, who had promised to balance the federal budget and eliminate a “carbon
tax” on fossil fuels.Trudeau looks set to govern with support from the left-leaning New Democratic
Party, which also lost seats but managed to do well enough to be in a position to hold the balance of
power. Together, the parties would control 181 seats. NDP leader Jagmeet Singh can now press for
action on priorities such as in increase in spending on housing and healthcare.

(LE. , 23/10)

UN saying ‘no’ to hatred of any kind, for protecting human rights: Guterres

The United Nations is saying a firm “no” to hatred of any kind and will continue to focus on the
real problems of people “at this time of turbo-charged change”, UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said on Wednesday.The UN is becoming “ever more agile and accountable” and protecting
human rights and promoting gender equality, Guterres said in his message to mark the 74th UN Day
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on Thursday, released here by UN India.He said the UN is working for “fair globalisation and bold
climate action” and striving to maintain peace while bringing life-saving aid to millions caught up
in armed conflict.The secretary-general, also referred to as the chief administrative officer of the
UN, said the day highlights the enduring ideals of the charter which entered into force on this date
74 years ago. “Amid stormy global seas, the charter remains our shared moral anchor,” he said.

(L.E. ,24/10)

India moves up 14 spots to 63 on World Bank's ease of doing business ranking

India jumped 14 places to the 63rd position on the World Bank's ease of doing business ranking
released, riding high on the government's flagship "Make in India" scheme and other reforms
attracting foreign investment.The country also figured among the top 10 performers on the list for
the third time in a row. The rankings come at a time when the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), World
Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF) and various rating agencies have slashed the country's
growth forecasts amid a slowdown in the global economy.

(D.C., 24/10)
Ukrainian MPs to take lie detector test over corruption claims

Two lawmakers from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky’s party were set to take a lie
detector test late Wednesday after the president called for a group of MPs to be tested over
corruption allegations.“Today we ... will go on a lie detector,” Davyd Arakhamia, leader of the
parliamentary faction of the president’s Servant of the People party, told reporters.His colleague
Oleksandr Dubinsky also said he would take the test. They promised to livestream the proceedings.
Dubinsky sits on a committee that examines draft legislation. Journalists have reported that MPs on
the committee have taken bribes to block an anti-corruption law aimed at regulating the property
market. The bill has not yet gone before parliament. Zelensky called for the ten or so MPs involved
in examining the bill to be tested on a lie detector. So far, the lawmakers are not facing any charges
but investigators have launched a probe after journalists and bloggers reported a possible crime.If
these checks find “even the slightest possibility that the lawmakers took the money ... then the anti-
corruption authorities should deal with these lawmakers,” Zelensky wrote on Facebook.

(H.T. , 24/10)

Without help from US, UN climate fund struggles to meet goal

France is hosting a two-day meeting seeking donations for an international climate fund that's
struggling to meet its goals because the US has stopped contributing. The meeting starting in Paris
aims to replenish the UN-backed Green Climate Fund, which has spent much of the USD 7 billion it
received from governments since 2014.The fund supports projects that help poor countries tackle
climate change, both by reducing emissions and responding to inevitable impacts.US President
Donald Trump's decision to withhold USD 2 billion of the USD 3 billion pledged by his
predecessor, Barack Obama, has contributed to a shortfall other countries haven't managed to
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fill.Climate campaigners have welcomed some countries' promises to increase their contributions
but fear others — such as Australia — might follow the US's lead and stop donating.

(D.C. ,25/10)

UK PM Boris Johnson calls for December election amid Brexit chaos

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson (local time) said that the MPs would have more time to debate
the new Brexit deal if they agree to a general election on December 12. "If Labour (Party) agrees to
the election, the government will try to get its deal through before Parliament is dissolved for the
campaign on November 6," Xinhua quoted the British Prime Minister as saying to local media.The
Prime Minister in a tweet also informed that he has written a letter to the Labour Party leader
Jeremy Corbyn."I have written to Jeremy Corbyn: this Parliament must get Brexit done now or a
NEW Parliament must get Brexit done so the country can move on," he said tweeting a copy of the
letter written by him to Jeremy Corbyn.In his letter, the UK Prime Minister said, "An election on
December 12 will allow a new Parliament and government to be in place by Christmas. If I win a
majority in this election, we will then ratify the great new deal that I have negotiated, get Brexit
done in January and the country will move on."The development comes days after UK lawmakers
rebuffed the government's proposed three-day timetable for approving the legislation through
Parliament in a move that prompted Johnson to put the Brexit Bill on 'pause’.According to Sputnik,
Johnson was forced to send an unsigned letter to the EU asking for an extension last week after
Parliament voted against his time table on the basis that they needed more time to debate the details.

(D.C., 25/10)

Trump says Turkey’s ceasefire in northern Syria now permanent, sanctions lifted

US President Donald Trump said Turkey was making a ceasefire in northern Syria permanent,
prompting the United States to lift the recent sanctions it had imposed on Turkish imports in
response to the violence.Trump also used the White House announcement, where he was flanked by
Vice President Mike Pence and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, to declare a change of course in
US relations with the Middle East, where he said too many American service members had
died.Trump said he had instructed Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to lift sanctions imposed on
Turkey in response to its moves against the Kurds in Syria’s northeast “unless something happens
that we are not happy with.”

(LE. ,26/10)

Indian, Chinese to be exempted from visas to enter Brazil: President Jair Bolsonaro

Chinese and Indian tourists would be exempted from visas to enter Brazil for tourism or business,
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has announced. "There will be no reciprocity in the beginning. (The)
US, Australia, Japan, and Canada are already exempt from short-term tourist and business visas. The
next country should be India," he said on Thursday during a meeting here, according to Brazilian
newspaper Folha de S.Paulo. China has a population of about 1.39 billion people, while India has 1.3
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billion. Both India and China are part of BRICS - an association of five major emerging national
economies including Brazil, Russia and South Africa. Bolsonaro on Friday met President Xi Jinping and
Premier Li Keqiang during his first official visit to China. Brazilian and Chinese leaders emphasised
continued cooperation between emerging economies in the face of protectionism worldwide.

(T.O.1., 26/10)

Russia to join Turkey to push back Kurdish fighters along border in northern Syria

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, on Tuesday
(local time) agreed to jointly push back Kurdish fighters from a "safe zone" along the Turkey-Syria
border, after marathon talks here.The talks held in the Black Sea resort town of Sochi came hours
before a five-day ceasefire between Turkish troops and Kurdish fighters in northeastern Syria was
set to expire.The meeting centered on the security situation in northeast Syria following the launch
of Turkey's cross-border operation on October 9 aimed at driving the Kurdish People's Protection
Units (YPG), which Ankara considers "terrorists" from the area, Al Jazeera reported. Moscow
understands the reasons behind the ongoing Turkish military incursion into Syria, Russia's President
Vladimir Putin was quoted as saying by Russia Today, though he stressed it must not play into the
hands of terrorists and that the territorial integrity of Syria must be preserved.

(D.C., 26/10)
Chile prez tells ministers to quit after protests

Chilean President Sebastian Pinera has asked all his cabinet ministers to step down so that he can
form a new government as part of a reform plan aimed at quelling mass protests that have rocked
the South American nation.Reuters said it had obtained a document which suggested Pinera was
considering replacing the heads of at least nine ministries, including the ministries of interior,
defense, economy, transportation and environment.The protests first broke out more than a week
ago when the government announced a hike in transportation costs. Pinera later canceled the fare
increases, but the move failed to soothe the protesters, who are seeking reforms to the country’s
social and economic model.At least 17 people have so far been killed and hundreds injured during
the protests, which have caused over $1.4 billion of losses to Chilean businesses. Police have also
made more than 7,000 arrests over the past days.

(N.LE.,27/10)

ISIS leader Al-Baghdadi killed in raid, Donald Trump announces

President Trump announced on Sunday that a commando raid in Syria this weekend had targeted
and resulted in the death of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the founder and leader of the Islamic State,
claiming a significant victory even as American forces are pulling out of the area. “Last night, the
United States brought the world’s number one terrorist to justice,” Trump said in an unusual
nationally televised address from the White House. “Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is dead.” Trump said al-
Baghdadi died when he was caught at the end of a tunnel, “whimpering and crying and screaming
all the way” as he was chased by American military dogs. Accompanied by three children, al-
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Baghdadi then detonated a suicide vest, blowing himself and the children up, Trump said.The raid
took place in Idlib Province, hundreds of miles from the area along the Syrian-Iraqi border where
al-Baghdadi had been believed to be hiding, according to senior officials. The target of the raid was
killed when he detonated a suicide vest he was wearing, officials said.American forces working
with allies on the ground like the Kurdish troops abandoned by Trump in recent days have swept
Islamic State forces from the field in the last couple of years, recapturing the territory it had
seized.Al-Baghdadi’s death would be another important victory in the campaign against the Islamic
State, but counterterrorism experts warned that the organization could still be a potent threat.
Moreover, al-Baghdadi was no Osama bin Laden in the American psyche and hardly a household
name in the United States, which may limit the psychological and political impact at home.

(LE. ,28/10)

Catholic bishops back ordination of married men as priests in Amazon region, a
milestone

A summit of Roman Catholic bishops meeting at the Vatican recommended Saturday that Pope
Francis allow the ordination of married men as priests in the Amazon region, which would lift a
roughly 1,000-year-old restriction and potentially revolutionize the priesthood.It is the first time a
grouping of bishops convened by a pope has endorsed such a historic change to the tradition of a
celibate priesthood. The proposal is limited to remote areas of South America where there is a scarcity
of priests but could set a precedent for easing the restriction on married priests throughout the world.If
Francis, who has already signalled an openness on the issue, accepts the bishops’ recommendation, he
will turn the remote areas of the Amazon region into a laboratory for a Catholic Church looking to the
global south for its future, with married priests and indigenous rites mixing with traditional
liturgy.The pope is expected to respond to the proposals by the end of this year.

(LE. ,28/10)

ISIS leader Baghdadi given burial at sea, afforded religious rites: report

The United States has given the remains of Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi a
burial at sea and afforded him religious rites according to Islamic custom after he was killed in a US
commando raid in Syria_on Saturday, three officials told Reuters. Baghdadi, an Iraqi jihadist who
rose from obscurity to declare himself “caliph” of all Muslims as the leader of Islamic State, died by
detonating a suicide vest after fleeing into a dead-end tunnel as elite US special forces closed in,
according to the US government.The US officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity, did not
disclose where the ritual was performed or how long it lasted. Two officials said they believed his
remains were delivered to the sea from an aircraft.US Army General Mark Milley, the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told a Pentagon news briefing on Monday that the US military disposed of
Baghdadi’s remains “appropriately, in accordance with our (standard operating procedures) and in
accordance with the law of armed conflict.”

(LE. ,29/10)
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EU nations agree Brexit delay until Jan 31 as PM Johnson seeks election

The European Union agreed a 3-month flexible delay to Britain’s departure from the bloc as Prime
Minister Boris Johnson pushes for an election after opponents forced him to request an extension he
had vowed never to ask for.Just three days before the United Kingdom is due to leave the EU on
Oct. 31 at 2300 GMT, Brexit is hanging in the balance as British politicians are no closer to
reaching a consensus on how, when or even if the divorce should take place.Johnson, who became
prime minister by pledging — “do or die” — to deliver Brexit on Oct. 31, was driven into requesting a
postponement after he was defeated in parliament over the sequencing of the ratification of his
divorce deal.The 27 countries that will remain in the EU after Brexit agreed on Monday to put off
Brexit until the end of January with an earlier departure possible should the faction-ridden UK
parliament ratify their separation deal.“The EU27 has agreed that it will accept the UK’s request for
a Brexit ‘flextension’ until 31 January 2020,” European Council President Donald Tusk said in a
tweet, referring to the idea of a “flexible extension”. But EU member states will need Britain to
formally respond to its offer of a 3-month delay to Brexit before launching a “written procedure”
whereby governments will have 24 hours to accept or reject the delay.

(LE. ,29/10)

Nepali mountaineer, Nirmal Purja claims new climb record for world’s 14 highest
peaks

A Nepali mountaineer smashed the record for summiting the world’s 14 highest peaks, racing up all
“8000ers” in just seven months, according to a post on his social media accounts. Nirmal Purja
completed the climb of the 14 mountains, all over 8,000 metres (26,250 feet) in seven months, the
post said. The previous record was almost eight years.The 36-year-old Purja, a former member of
the Gurkhas -- a unit of Nepalis recruited into the British army -- as well as the elite Special Boat
Service, kicked off his ambitious “Project Possible” in April.

(HLT., 30/10)

Climate activist Greta Thunberg declines environmental award

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg refused to accept an environmental award, saying the
climate movement needed people in power to start to “listen” to “science” and not awards.The
young climate activist, who has rallied millions to her “Fridays for Future” movement, was
honoured at a Stockholm ceremony held by the Nordic Council, a regional body for inter-
parliamentary cooperation.Thunberg had been nominated for her efforts by both Sweden and
Norway and won the organisation’s annual environment prize.

(HLT., 30/10)

Twitter bans all political advertisements

Twitter is banning all political advertising from its service, saying social media companies give
advertisers an unfair advantage in proliferating highly targeted, misleading messages. Facebook has
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taken fire since it disclosed earlier in October that it will not fact-check ads by politicians or their
campaigns, which could allow them to lie freely. CEO Mark Zuckerberg told Congress last week
that politicians have the right to free speech on Facebook. The issue suddenly arose in September
when Twitter, along with Facebook and Google, refused to remove a misleading video ad from
President Donald Trump’s campaign that targeted former Vice President Joe Biden, a leading
Democratic presidential candidate. In response, Democratic Sen. Elizabeth Warren, another
presidential hopeful, ran an ad on Facebook taking aim at its CEO Mark Zuckerberg. The ad falsely
claimed that Zuckerberg endorsed President Donald Trump for re-election, acknowledging the
deliberate falsehood as necessary to make a point.

(HL.T., 31/10)

Britain to hold a general election on December 12

Prime Minister Boris Johnson of Britain, in the boldest gamble of his high-wire political career,
won backing Tuesday to hold a general election Dec. 12, throwing back to the British people the
bedeviling issue of how, or even if, their country should leave the European Union. The 438-20 vote
in Parliament, which came after the opposition Labour Party dropped its resistance, provided the
starting gun for one of the most momentous and unpredictable campaigns in post-World War II
Britain, a six-week race that could forever alter Britain’s relationship to Europe and its place in the
world. Much will hinge on the sentiments of a fickle British public that is not just divided into
warring camps but exhausted with the whole shambolic process and hoping for something,
anything, finally to be decided — as long as it is not for the other side. The motion to hold the
election must still go to the House of Lords, where it could conceivably be held up, but that was
unlikely.

(H.T., 31/10)
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