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NATIONAL NEWS

IRCTC to restore service charges on e-tickets from September 1

E-tickets bought through the IRCTC (Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation)
will be costlier as the railways have decided to restore the service charges from September 1,
according to an order.The IRCTC will levy a service charge of X15 a ticket for non-AC classes and
X 30 for AC classes, including first class, according to the August 30 IRCTC order.The Goods and
Services Tax (GST) will be applicable separately.

(H.,01/09)

EC launches Electors Verification Programme

Now a voter can enrol a prospective elector or alter details of existing voters belonging to
his immediate family. As part of a nationwide electors verification programme launched by the
Commission a single-family login generated by a voter can be used to verify or correct his and his
family members’ EPIC details online and seek deletion of permanently shifted or dead electors in
the family. The voters can log on to NVSP portal, voter helpline app or access the electoral
verification services via common service centres or any nearby voter facilitation centre to avail
facilities such as verification and correction of existing details.

(T.0.1.,01/09)
Russia to train four Indian astronauts for Gaganyaan

India and Russia are stepping up cooperation in the space sector with Moscow extending
help in 4-5 critical areas of India’s ambitious manned mission to space, Gaganyaan. This includes
training of Indian astronauts at Russian facilities beginning later this year, sources at the Indian
Embassy in Moscow said.Following Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement on August 15,
2018 that an Indian will go to space by the 75th Independence Day, Indian Space Research
Research Organisation (ISRO) has outlined a road map to put a three-man crew in a low earth orbit
for 5-7 days by December 2021 by an indigenous GSLV MKk-III launch vehicle from a third launch
pad under construction at Sriharikota.

(H.,02/09)

Chips to be installed on ‘e-passports’ for more security

The Ministry of External Affairs is working on install ing a chip on e-passports to enhance
security. Regional Passport Officer Bharath Kumar Kuthati said that the chip-enabled e-passport
project was being proposed for advanced security. “Misuse of passports can be eliminated as the
chip will store all details pertaining to the passport holder. The passport will continue to be in the
same booklet with additional features,” he said.

(N.LE.,02/09)

National Institute of Social Defence to train transgenders on fighting drug abuse

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment will train people from the transgender
community of around 10 states on how to fight drug abuse during a two-day-long training period in
the capital. The training conducted by the National Institute of Social Defence (NISD) will see the
individuals involved run subsequent courses to reach out to people in their own states. The course
would be run as a part of the Centre’s national action plan on drug demand reduction.

(N.LE.,02/08)
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Moon lander separation successful, says ISRO

Chandrayaan-2's lander Vikram detached itself from atop the main spacecraft on Monday
afternoon as planned, as it got ready to descend to the moon's southern surface over the next four
days.The lander carries small six-wheeled rover Pragyan within it; once they reach the lunar
surface, the rover will get out of Vikram to physically probe moon.Soon after separation, the lander
was in an orbit of 119 km x 127 km around moon. It will start sailing down towards its assigned
lunar landing spots after two de-orbits on Tuesday and Wednesday.No country has soft-landed on
the south polar region that the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has chosen to explore.

(H.,03/09)

Environment plan: Railways to go green, adopt clean energy

The Indian Railways has chalked out a slew of measures through an Environment
Sustainability Plan for the next 10 years. According to the plan, the national transporter will
promote the use of energy conservation methods and maximise the use of alternative forms of clean
energy to reduce its carbon footprint.The Environment Sustainability Plan will also aim at reducing
the intensity of emissions by 33 per cent by 2030.The programme, called water audit, will be
conducted by all zonal railways at major consumption points.

(N.L.E.,03/09)
Supreme Court to study plea for food for all

The Supreme Court has agreed to examine a plea that starvation deaths continue to eat into the right
to life and dignity of social fabric and a “radical” new measure like community kitchens need to be
set up across the country to feed the poor and the hungry.The petition said State-funded community
kitchens was not a novel concept in the country. They pointed out how Tamil Nadu's Amma
Unavagam had become a roaring success by involving peers in self-help groups, employing the
poor to serve hygienic food to eradicate the gnawing problem of hunger on the streets.

(N.L.E.,04/09)

Chandrayaan 2 completes final de-orbital operations, all set for moon landing

After a 9-second manoeuvre in the wee hours of Wednesday, Chandrayaan 2’s Vikram lander is in
place to attempt a landing on September 7 at 01:55 am.“With this manoeuvre, the required orbit for
the Vikram lander to commence its descent towards the surface of the moon is achieved. The lander
is scheduled to a powered descent between 0100 - 0200 hours IST on September 07, 2019,” said a
statement from the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).This was the second de-orbiting
manoeuvre to bring the Vikram lander into a planned lower orbit of 35x101 km orbit at 03:42 am.
This intermediary orbit between the nearly 100x100 km orbit planned for the Orbiter was suggested
by a group of eminent scientists in 2018, while reviewing the mission.

(H.T.,04/09)
Centre raises bar for teachers, only 46 to get national awards this year

Unlike previous years when hundreds of teachers were conferred the National Teachers Award, this
year only 46 will get the prestigious honour. Last year, over 300 teachers were awarded. A senior
HRD ministry official said there was a need to rationalise the process and it will help lend more
stature and prestige to the already coveted award.“The awards have always been prestigious. This
an attempt to add more prestige and lustre where no state has any quota and all have to compete for
them,” the official said.

(H.T.,05/09)

September 2019 News Digest 16




National News

Nitin Gadkari orders ban of ‘single-use’ plastic in transport ministry

In line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Independence Day speech urging for the elimination
of single-use-plastic, union minister for road transport and highways Nitin Gadkari has ordered all
departments under his ministry to ban its usage with immediate effect. Single-use plastics (SUPs)
are usually used as bags, cups, plates, aerated drinks bottles, straws, stirrers, take-away food
containers, processed food packers and wrappers. Of these, foamed products such as disposable
cutlery, plates and glasses are considered the most dangerous to the environment. In an order issued
on Wednesday, the transport ministry said, locally produced environment-friendly products like
kulhads, clay glasses and plates be used in place of harmful products.

(H.T.,05/09)
India's indigenous Light Utility Helicopter clears high weather tests at Himalayas

India's own Light Utility Helicopter (LUH) has completed important hot weather and high altitude
tests in the Himalayas towards Ladakh. The trials were carried out by the test pilots from HAL, IAF
and the Army from August 24 to September 2, 2019.The LUH is designed and developed by
Hindustan Aeronautical Limited.A comprehensive test plan was executed at Leh (3300m) in
temperatures upto International Standard Atmosphere (ISA) +32 degree C which included envelope
expansion, performance and flying qualities.

(N.LE.,06/09)

Govt. launches campaign to promote ‘eat right movement’

“It’s time for India to eat right,” said Health Minister Harsh Vardhan, kick-starting POSHAN Maah
2019 with a year-long social and mass media campaign on the Eat Right India movement. This
movement is aligned with the government’s flagship public health programmes such as POSHAN
Abhiyaan, Anemia Mukt Bharat, Ayushman Bharat Yojana and Swachh Bharat Mission.The Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has also put in place robust regulatory measures
under three major pillars: Eat Safe, Eat Health and Eat Sustainably for the programme.

(H.,06/09)
India, South Korea seal logistics pact

India and South Korea concluded a military logistics agreement during the ongoing visit of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh to Seoul. The two countries also formulated a forward-looking road map to
take bilateral defence industry cooperation to the next level, the Defence Ministry said.“The
Ministers exchanged views on regional and international developments of mutual interest. Two
MoUs to further defence educational exchanges and extend logistical support to each other’s Navies
were signed,” the statement said on the talks between Mr. Singh and his South Korean counterpart
Jeong Kyeong-doo.

(H.,07/09)

ISRO may have lost lander, rover: Official

ISRO may have lost Chandrayaan-2's Vikram lander and rover Pragyan housed inside it, a senior
official of the space agency associated with the unmanned moon mission said.Earlier in the day,
contact from the lander to the ground stations was lost during its powered descent to the Lunar
surface minutes before the planned touch-down."Vikram lander descent was as planned and normal
performance was observed up to an altitude of 2.1 km.Subsequently, the communications from the
lander to ground stations was lost," ISRO chief K Sivan said.

(N.I.LE.,07/09)
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2.1 km from moon's surface, Vikram goes silent

ISRO has lost contact with Chandrayaan 2’s lander Vikram and rover Pragyan housed inside it, a
senior official associated with the moon mission said.Earlier in the day, ground stations lost contact
with the lander during its powered descent to the lunar surface minutes before the planned touch-
down.“Vikram lander descent was as planned and normal performance was observed up to an
altitude of 2.1 km. Subsequently, the communications from the lander to ground stations was lost,”
ISRO chief K. Sivan said.

(H.,08/09)

IAF completes first level of selecting astronauts for Gaganyaan mission from its test pilots
pool

The Indian Air Force said it has completed the first level of selecting astronauts for the ambitious
Gaganyaan mission from its pool of test pilots.The test pilots underwent necessary extensive
physical exercise tests, lab investigations, radiological tests, clinical tests and evaluation on various
aspects of their psychology, it added.Air Force sources said 25 test pilots were part of the initial
selection process.This will be a multi-layered selection process and only 2-3 test pilots will make it
to the final list, the sources added.The first Gaganyaan flight scheduled for 2022 will carry three
astronauts, who will be picked from among the test pilots in the armed forces.

(H.,08/09)
Panel formed to apportion J&K assets and liabilities

The Ministry of Home Affairs has formed a three-member committee headed by retired IAS officer
and former Defence Secretary Sanjay Mitra to apportion the assets and the liabilities of Jammu and
Kashmir between the two Union Territories of Ladakh and J&K that will come into being on
October 31.“As per Section 85 of the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, the Central
government by an order establishes one or more Advisory Committees for the apportionment of the
assets, rights and liabilities of the companies and corporations constituted for the existing State of
J&K between UT of J&K and UT of Ladakh,” the MHA said.

(H.,09/09)

Seven 1984 riot cases to be reopened

The Special Investigation Team (SIT) under the Union Home Ministry has decided to reopen
investigations in seven anti-Sikh riot cases of 1984 in which trial had been completed and cases
closed as the accused were discharged.In April, the Ministry expanded the ambit of the SIT to
reinvestigate or further investigate cases in which the accused were discharged or acquitted. The
seven anti-Sikh riot cases were registered in 1984 at the police stations in Vasant Vihar, Sun Light
Colony, Kalyanpuri, Parliament Street, Connaught Place, Patel Nagar and Shahdara.

(H.,09/09)
India, Nepal inaugurate Motihari-Amlekhganj oil pipeline

India-Nepal relationship will continue to intensify across multiple sectors, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said during the video-link launch of Motihari-Amlekhgunj energy pipeline during which he
was invited to visit Nepal by Prime Minister K. P. Sharma Oli.Motihari-Amlekhgunj pipeline will
provide cleaner petroleum products at affordable costs to the people of Nepal.The project is one of
the several connectivity schemes that India and Nepal have been planning for several years and was
inked in 2015.

(H.,10/09)
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Railways to help recharge phones of passengers using plastic bottle crushers at stations

Railways will help recharge phones of passengers if they use plastic bottle crushing machines
installed at stations in a bid to promote Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s initiative to junk single use
plastic.Railways have issued directions that from October 2 this year, single-use plastic will not be
used on its premises.Railway Board Chairman V.K. Yadav has said that the railways will install 400
bottle-crushing machines at stations, in which a passenger wanting to use them will have to key in
his phone number into the machine and his phone will be recharged.

(H.,10/09)
DRDO successfully tests indigenous anti-tank missile

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight tested an
indigenously-developed low weight, fire and forget Man Portable Antitank Guided Missile
(MPATGM) in the ranges of Kurnool on September 11.According to a press release, the missile was
launched from a man portable tripod launcher, while the target was mimicking a functional tank.
The missile hit the target in top attack mode and destroyed it with precision. All the mission
objectives were met, the press release added.The test paves the way for the Army to have developed
third generation man portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile indigenously.

(H.,11/09)

Ministry plans to go from open platform to eventual monetisation of cities' data

Starting with an open data platform for the 100 cities that are a part of its Smart Cities Mission by
2020, the government is planning to make a wide range of data — from health, education, finances
to social aspects — of all 4,041 urban local bodies public by 2024 and eventually monetising it.
Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) officials said that the open data platform
for the 100 cities would be expanded to cover 500 cities by 2022 and all urban centres in the
country by 2024.

(H.,11/09)
Govt. plans to redevelop Parliament building by 2022

By August 15, 2022, when India celebrates its 75th Independence Day, the government is planning
to have a new Parliament building — either a brand new one or a redeveloped version of the
existing historic building.Sources in the Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry said that a
request for proposal (RFP) was floated on September 2 to invite design and architecture firms to
give their ideas for redevelopment of Parliament as well as the 3 km Central Vista and for building a
new common Secretariat for all Central government offices, including razing of existing buildings
such as Shastri Bhawan.

(H.,12/09)

Tejas Express passengers to get exclusive lounges, free travel insurance

Passengers travelling on IRCTC’s Delhi-Lucknow Tejas Express will get a free rail travel insurance
of 25 lakh each, offer of luggage ferried from their homes to seats at a cost and even have
exclusive lounges to relax, according to plans drafted by the railway subsidiary which will run its
first train from next month.The Delhi-Lucknow and Mumbai-Ahmedabad Tejas Express trains will
be the first trains to be run by the IRCTC, a railway subsidiary, becoming test cases for Indian
Railways’ move to hand over certain trains to private operators.No concessions, privileges or duty
passes will be allowed on these trains. Also, children above the age of 5 will be charged full fare.

(H.,12/09)
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Five Indian women police honoured by UN for role in South Sudan

Five Indian women police officers were honoured by the United Nations for their commendable
services in the world body’s mission in South Sudan, officials said.The women officers who were
conferred the UN medal were Reena Yadav, inspector, Chandigarh Police; Gopika Jahagirdar, DSP,
Maharashtra Police; Bharati Samantray, DSP in the MHA; Ragini Kumari, inspector in the MHA;
and Kamal Shekhawat, ASP, Rajasthan Police.The Indian women police officers received the UN
medal at a medal parade in the United Nations Mission in Juba in South Sudan .

(H.,13/09)

Government cracks down on fraudulent exporters

In a joint operation, the Directorate General of GST Intelligence (DGGI) and the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) have conducted pan-India searches against exporters claiming refunds
fraudulently.The searches were carried out on Wednesday by about 1,200 officials at 336 locations
spread across 15 States. The operation revealed that many entities were either non-existent or had
given fictitious addresses. Preliminary inquiries indicated that an Input Tax Credit (ITC) of more
than X470 crore, with an invoice value of about 3,500 crore, was fake. It was also used for
claiming cash refunds.

(H.,13/09)
Army to get indigenous tank ammunition

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approved
indigenous development of ammunition for the Army’s T-72 and T-90 tanks worth approximately
2,000 crores, which would enhance the enemy armour penetration capability. “Maintaining focus
on the ‘Make in India’ initiative, the DAC accorded approval for indigenous development and
production of the main gun 125mm Armour Piercing Fin Stabilised Discarding-Sabot (APFSDS)
ammunition for T-72/T-90 tanks by the Indian industry, which would substantially enhance the
enemy armour penetration capability,” the Defence Ministry said.

(H.,14/09)

Aadhaar verification to be mandatory for new dealers from Jan 2020

In order to check malpractices in GST, the GST Network on September 14 decided to make
Aadhaar authentication or physical verification mandatory for new dealers from January
2020.“Aadhaar authentication of new dealers will be mandatory. Earlier it was optional. But we
have noticed in two years that there’s good number of fly-by-night operators. They make fake
invoices,” Bihar deputy chief minister Sushil Kumar Modi, who heads the group of ministers of
GST Network (GSTN) told reporters.

(H.,14/09)
New Bill wants engineers to register, follow ethics code

Soon, engineers will have to register with a body to be able to practise their trade. A Bill to that
effect is taking shape under the aegis of the All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) and
the Ministry of Human Resource Development. The first draft of the Bill has been submitted to the
Ministry, which has recommended changes. It has been suggested having a council to register
engineers on the lines of those that exist for lawyers, doctors and pharmacists. The Bill has been
drafted by a committee constituted by the AICTE.

(H.,15/09)

September 2019 News Digest 20




National News

Doordarshan turns 60, people become nostalgic

Doordarshan turned 60 bringing back memories of a golden period when entertainment in the
country revolved around serials such as Mahabharata, Fauji and Malgudi Days.People turned
nostalgic on Twitter to mark the public service broadcaster of India’s 60 years with several of them
asking on social media “which is your favourite DD shows.”Some posted its iconic logo that used
to appear before the start of programmes with its characteristic tune.Doordarshan, which began as
an experiment on September 15, 1959, became a service in 1965, when it began beaming signals to
reach television sets in living rooms in and around the national capital.

(H.,15/09)
Survey of India to deploy 300 drones for mapping country

India’s oldest scientific department, the Survey of India (Sol) — historically tasked with mapping
the country — will for the first time rely on drones to map the country.Other than unprecedented
detail, a consequence of the mapping will be creating high resolution maps of land in villages
facilitating the digitisation of land titles in villages, according to officials involved with the
survey.Currently the best Sol maps have a resolution of 1:250000, meaning a 1 cm on the map
represents 2500 cm on the ground. The maps being prepared, according to senior officials
associated with the project will be of 1:500 resolution, meaning 1 cm will represent 500 cm.

(H.,16/09)
1,023 new fast-track courts to conduct speedy trial of over 1.66 lakh cases of sexual offences
India will soon have 1,023 new fast-track special courts for speedy trial of over 1.66 lakh pending
cases of crime against women and children. The proposal has been sent by the Union government,
which estimates that each of these special courts is likely to dispose of at least 165 such cases per
year.Out of the 1,023 fast-track special courts (FTSCs), 389 courts, according to a Supreme Court
direction, will exclusively handle cases registered under Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, according to a note by the Department of Justice under Union Law
Ministry.

(N.I.E.,16/09)
‘Social Responsibility’ policy drafted for scientist community

Scientific community and institutions in the country will soon have a social obligation to give back
to society on the lines of Corporate Social Responsibility. This will even also play a role in their
performance evaluation.The draft Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR) policy by the Department
of Science and Technology (DST) calls for an ethical obligation of “giving back” to less endowed
stakeholders of science, technology and innovation as well as society at large.The policy calls for
giving necessary budgetary support to institutions for SSR. Individual SSR activities should be
given due weightage in performance evaluation of the knowledge worker,” says the policy.

(N.LE.,17/09)
Indian Navy receives new state-of-the art wargaming software from DRDO

The Indian Navy received software that can simulate multiple war scenarios in a multi-force setting,
which would enable Maritime Warfare Centres (MWCs) to train using the latest technological and
computing tools. The software uses Wide Area Network (WAN), where the exercise can be
conducted between geographically dispersed locations.“The software has versatile and user-friendly
features which enable globally playable wargaming scenarios between multiple forces. It enables
exercises to be conducted between geographically dispersed locations over WAN,” the ministry
said.

(N.LE.,17/09)
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Indigenously designed air-to-air missile Astra successfully test-fired

Indigenously designed air-to-air missile Astra was successfully test-fired from the Bay of Bengal off
the coast of Odisha on September 17.The beyond-visual-range missile was launched from a Sukhoi-
30 MKI as a part of user trials.A defence official said that as part of the trial, a live aerial target was
engaged, accurately demonstrating the capability of the missile.Astra, designed by the Defence
Research Development Organisation (DRDO), is capable of engaging targets of different ranges and
altitudes, including long-range as well as short-range targets.

(H.,18/09)
Government to peg MGNREGA wages to inflation in bid to hike incomes

Staring at a slump in rural demand and a slowdown in the rural economy, the Centre plans to inject
more money into the UPA’s flagship Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) scheme by linking wages under the Act to an updated inflation index, which will be
revised annually. It hopes this will increase wages, thus increasing purchasing power and reviving
rural demand.The national average wage of an MGNREGA worker is X178.44 per day, less than
half of the X375 per day minimum wage recommended by a Labour Ministry panel earlier this year.

(H.,18/09)
Centre bans sales and production of e-cigarettes

The Union Cabinet approved a blanket ban on e-cigarettes in the country with complete suspension
of its manufacturing, import, export, distribution and storage.Addressing the media after the cabinet
meeting, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the government would pass an ordinance
immediately subject to President's approval to give effect to the ban. The government would
introduce a bill in Parliament in the winter session, she said.As per the terms of the ban, punishment
to be meted out for the first offence by an individual would be a one-year imprisonment or a fine of
X1 lakh.

(N.I.LE.,19/09)
Super 30 founder, noted mathematician Anand Kumar felicitated in US

Super 30 founder and noted mathematician Anand Kumar has been felicitated in the US with a
prestigious teaching award in recognition of his contributions towards imparting education to the
needy students.The Education Excellence Award 2019 was presented to Kumar by the Foundation
For Excellence (FFE) at a function on the occasion of the organisation's 25th anniversary gala in
San Jose, California over the weekend.Anand has been running a highly innovative Super 30
programme for the last 18 years to mentor 30 students free off cost through year-long residential
coaching for India's premier I[IT-JEE.

(H.,19/09)
Centre proposes new draft Code on Social Security

The Centre has proposed a new draft Code on Social Security that amalgamates eight laws —
covering Employees’ Provident Fund, maternity benefits and compensation among others— that
makes way for establishing funds for PF and pension as well as covering workers of the gig
economy in social security schemes.It proposes PF, pension and insurance funds that would be
administered by a central board. Employees would also be able to opt for the National Pension
Scheme if they want.The draft code proposes schemes related to life and disability cover, health and
maternity benefits and old-age protection for “gig workers and platform workers” as well as the
unorganised sector.

(H.,20/09)
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India to review impact of climate change on subcontinent by 2020

India will conduct a national review in the coming months, modelled on the assessment done by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), to determine the impact of a warming climate
on the subcontinent.The national assessment, commissioned by the ministry of earth sciences
(MoES), will be published every five to six years. The assessment will tell “us what we know but in
much more detail like events of heavy precipitation and heatwaves will increase, so will dry spells,
and intensity of tropical cyclones will go up,” said M Rajeevan, secretary, MoES.It is expected to be
available in 2020 when the Paris Agreement is operationalised.

(H.T.,20/09)
India, Mongolia to explore space together

India and Mongolia signed MoUs on space cooperation and disaster management that will provide a
new dimension to the India-Mongolia strategic partnership. A press note issued by the Ministry of
External Affairs said the agreements would allow India to support Mongolia in resource
management and satellite communication.A joint statement said the space cooperation would allow
“peaceful exploration” of outer space and include remote sensing and weather forecasting. Both
sides took stock of the project to build a Cyber Security Training Centre to be established in
Mongolia with Indian support.

(H.,21/09)
Govt. cuts corporate tax to spur investment, jobs

In its boldest gambit yet to stir up the economy, the government issued an ordinance to reduce the
corporate tax rate for domestic firms and new manufacturing units by 10 to 12 percentage points,
effectively bringing India’s tax rates on par with its competing Asian peers.Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said that the effective tax rate for domestic corporates, inclusive of surcharges,
will fall from 34.94% to 25.17% if they stop availing any other tax sops. For new manufacturing
firms set up after October 1, 2019 and commencing operations by March 31, 2023, the effective tax
rate will fall from 29.1% to 17%.

(H.,21/09)
National Intelligence Grid to be ready by early 2020

The NATGRID - a robust intelligence gathering mechanism related to immigration, banking,
individual tax payers, air and train travels - is likely to be operational by January 2020, officials
said.The work on the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) set up to track any terror suspect and
prevent terrorist attacks with real time data, has been accelerated after Union Home Minister Amit
Shah recently reviewed the progress of the 3,400 crore project, conceptualised following the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks.

(H.,22/09)
Sivan terms Chandrayaan 2 mission a huge success

Even as all attempts to establish contact with lunar lander Vikram went in vain, ISRO chairperson
K. Sivan termed Chandrayaan 2 mission a huge success and asserted that it helped in mapping the
entire lunar surface in great precision and detail.“Chandrayaan 2 comprises a very big size science
component and a small technology demonstration component, which include soft-landing near the
South Pole of the Moon. The bulk of experiments carried out in the inter-planetary science is in the
orbiter. Initially, the orbiter’s life was only one year, but due to optimum mission operations, it has
increased to 7.5 years. Now, scientists would receive 7.5 times data more than expected. It is really
a huge success,” he said. (H.,22/09)
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Delhi, Dhaka to boost maritime ties

India will join Bangladesh to commemorate 100 years of ‘Bangabandhu’, the founding father
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in 2020, and an International Fleet Review in 2021 to mark 50 years of
the Liberation of Bangladesh, official sources said. Navy chief Admiral Karambir Singh is on a visit
to Dhaka where these issues would be discussed along with other maritime and security
issues.“Both sides are working on a proposal for a joint boat expedition with veterans from both
sides to retrace the voyage of the Mukti Jodha from Khulna to Hoshangabad during the Liberation
War of Bangladesh in 1971,” defence and diplomatic sources told. .

(H.,23/09)

Indian Navy to equip two lakh boats with transponders

An Indian Navy project to equip sub-20 metre fishing boats and dhows with transponders to enable
their tracking up to 250 nautical miles away at sea has proved a success and is expected to provide
real-time maritime surveillance to prevent a repeat of the November 2008 Mumbai terror
attack.Buoyed by the results, which bolster an Automatic Identification System (AIS), the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) is to go ahead with its ambitious Rs 336 crore plan of 2017 to equip some
2 lakh sub-20 metre boats with transponders.This would ensure that the 7516-km long Indian
coastline along 9 states and 4 Union Territories remain inviolate.

(N.I.E.,23/09)

Over 3 crore pages digitised by National Mission for manuscripts

The National Mission for manuscripts has digitised over 3.06 crore pages of three lakh manuscripts
till August this year. This includes 2,99,50,000 pages in June, 3,03,50,000 pages in July and
3,06,65,000 pages in August as per sources from the ministry of culture. In addition to that, the
Mission has also catalogued 43,41,677 manuscripts till August this year. These pages are now part
of the Digital Manuscripts Library of India, a searchable collection set up to allow for easy access to
manuscripts, predominantly in Indian languages. Under the Mission, manuscripts of science, arts,
culture, music, traditional medicine, vedas, tantras and other disciplines will be easily accessible to
everyone.

(H.T.,24/09)
Onion prices rise sharply, govt to boost supply

The average retail price of onions, a common base ingredient of most Indian dishes, has risen
sharply, as a seasonal shortage worsened following flooding in several onion-growing states,
prompting states and the central government to ramp up supply from government-held stocks.The
Union government has decided to release more onions from federally held buffer stocks of 56,000
tonne to scarce places, according to an official.

(HL.T.,24/09)
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No more waste mounds on Siachen glacier

Since January 2018, nearly 130 tonnes of waste has been brought down from the Siachen Glacier
and disposed of, Army sources said .Based on a 2018 concept note on waste management on the
glacier, the Army has made bringing down waste a part of the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)
for troops.“On an average, 236 tonnes of waste is generated every year on Siachen glacier. There is
now a SOP, for every link patrol or administrative column to bring the waste down. The capacity of
each person to carry is 10-15 kg due to the extreme weather,” an Army source said. Efforts are on to
increase the disposal rate to 100 tonnes a year.

(H.,25/09)
PMJAY to offer teleconsultation to boost coverage

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) health insurance scheme is set to offer
teleconsultation services to its patients soon. The move is part of the Centre’s plans to widen the
coverage of the scheme and thus reduce the incidence of catastrophic health expenditures, and
improve access and quality of health services in the public and private sectors, according to a senior
health ministry official.“This is a major step forward with the teleconsultation services being
offered with qualified medical officers and specialists for cases referred from sub health centres
level and primary health centres,” said Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan.

(H.,25/09)
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla nominates Shashi Tharoor to House panel on external affairs

Speaker Om Birla has nominated Shashi Tharoor as a member of the Parliamentary standing
committee on external affairs, which the MP had chaired in the previous Lok Sabha. After he was
not appointed the chairman of the panel, Dr. Tharoor claimed that the government had decided to
end the tradition of an Opposition member heading the committee.

(H.,26/09)

PM Modi hosts Caribbean leaders, announces $14 million grant to CARICOM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met the leaders of the Caribbean Community and Common Market
(CARICOM) during the first-ever India-CARICOM leaders’ summit here, with a focus on fighting
climate change and increasing India’s participation with the grouping.Mr. Modi announced a $14
million grant for community development projects in the CARICOM and another $150 million line
of credit for solar, renewable energy and climate- change related projects, a statement released by
the Ministry of External Affairs said.

(H.,26/09)
Centre approves construction of 1.23 lakh houses under PMAY-Urban

The Centre has approved the construction of 1.23 lakh houses under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Urban), taking the total number of houses sanctioned under the scheme to over 90 lakh, a
statement said.The approval was given by the Central Sanctioning and Monitoring Committee
(CSMC).“The CSMC, headed by Union Housing and Urban Affairs secretary Durga Shanker
Mishra, approved 630 proposals from participating states for construction of 1.23 lakh houses with
an overall investment of Rs 4,988 crore,” it stated.Around 53.5 lakh houses are so far grounded for
construction, it stated. Under PMAY (Urban), the government provides financial assistance to
beneficiaries.

(H.,27/09)
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Centre may ask states to levy more tax on older vehicles

The Centre is likely to ask states to increase road taxes for older vehicles to make it harder for them
to ply, according to officials aware of the development. This could be done in the form of a tiered
structure, where the road taxes shift to a higher slab when ages of vehicles cross a pre-defined
threshold of about 15 years.Use of old vehicles are among the main reasons blamed for transport-
generated pollution.The states and the Centre levy road taxes for maintaining state or national
highways, and they vary. The taxes are also levied when vehicles are bought. They are over and
above the purchase prices and registration charges.

(H.T.,27/09)

10-year sanitation plan to focus on waste management

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi set to declare that India is completely open defecation free
(ODF) on October 2, the Centre has launched a 10-year strategy to maintain these gains and shift
focus to solid and liquid waste management in rural areas of the country.“The first priority is to
sustain the gains of ODF, to prevent slipbacks and continue behaviour change. It may be less
glamorous, but it is essential,” said Drinking Water and Sanitation Secretary Parameswaran
Iyer.Among other things, this will entail reaching out to “left-behind” households who have not
been covered under the ODF drive.

(H.,28/09)

2% of India’s forest land is encroached

Nearly 2%, or 13,000 sq km, of India’s total forest area is occupied by encroachers, the environment
ministry has said in reply to a query filed under the Right to Information Act. India’s total forest
cover is 708,273 sq km.The largest area encroached on is in Madhya Pradesh with about 5347.17 sq
km, or nearly 7%, of 7,7414 sq km of forests being occupied by squatters; followed by Assam
(11.28%) and Odisha (1.5%), according to the ministry. The area encroached on may be occupied
by squatters or being used for agriculture, or people may have carried out construction on forest
land,said Siddhanta Das, director general of forests.

(H.T.,28/09)

Govt to seek Rs 30,000 crore interim dividend from Reserve Bank

The government is likely to seek interim dividend of about Rs 30,000 crore from the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) towards the end of the financial year to meet its fiscal deficit target of 3.3 per cent of
GDP for 2019-20, according to news agency PTI.Government finances have come under pressure
due to moderation in revenue collection and a number of measures taken to lift growth from a six-
year low of 5 per cent in the first quarter of the current fiscal. Apart from the RBI dividend, there are
other ways of fixing any shortfall, including mop up from disinvestment and higher utilisation of
National Small Savings Fund (NSSF), sources added.

(H.,29/09)
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Minor planet named after Pandit Jasraj, first Indian musician to receive this honour

A minor planet, between Mars and Jupiter, has been named after ‘Pandit Jasraj’, the doyen of Indian
classical vocal music.International Astronomical Union (IAU) has named minor planet 2006 VP32
(number -300128) , discovered on November 11, 2006 , as ‘Panditjasraj’. ‘Panditjasraj’ traverses the
cosmos between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter.With this honour, Padma Vibhushan recepient Pandit
Jasraj has become the first Indian musician to join the galaxy of immortal composers like Mozart,
Beethoven and Tenor Luciano Pavarotti.‘Panditjasraj’ minor planet can be seen on their official
website with the number 300128, his date of birth in reverse order (28/01/30).

(H.,29/09)
Proposed policy seeks to de-incentivise pre-2005 vehicles under new emission norms

The much-awaited vehicle scrappage policy that has gone for a Cabinet approval is likely to see
stringent registration and fitness norms for pre-2005 manufactured vehicles, according to
sources.As per estimates, there are about 2 crore pre-2005 built vehicles that are plying on Indian
roads and the move is aimed at de-incentivising such vehicles in view of about 10 to 25 times
higher pollution emission by them under the new emission norms.Indian vehicle market has grown
exponentially. If old pollution norms are compared with new emission regulations, pre-2005
vehicles are polluting 10 to 25 times more under the new norms, sources said.

(H.,30/09)

PAN-Aadhaar linking date extended to December 31

The deadline to link permanent account number (PAN) with Aadhaar has been extended till
December 31, a CBDT order said on September 28. Earlier, the deadline was September 30. This is
the seventh time that the government has extended the deadline.It is now mandatory to link the two
unique IDs for income tax purposes.The Supreme Court, in September 2018, had declared the
Centre’s flagship Aadhaar scheme as constitutionally valid and held that the biometric ID would
remain mandatory for the filing of I-T returns and allotment of PAN.

(H.,30/09)
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ANDHRA PRADESH
Andhra government to conduct state level Spandana workshops for officials

The State government will conduct State-level workshops under the supervision of the Chief
Secretary to resolve grievances from the public as part of the ‘Spandana’ programme. The objective
of the workshops is to motivate the officials to solve the complaints filed as part of Spandana on
humanitarian grounds. Municipal commissioners, tahsildars and MPDOQOs will attend the
workshops.Conducting a review meeting on Spandana with the district collectors from Secretariat
on Tuesday through video conference, Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy said that the district
collectors should participate in the workshops to motivate and boost the morale of the junior
officers.

(N.LE.,18/09)
School children to learn toy making, basket weaving

The Crafts Council of Andhra Pradesh will conduct workshops for students on making Etikoppaka
toys, Cheriyal masks, baskets, soaps, weaving in charkha, and dyeing at Zilla Parishad schools.The
workshops are being organised as a part of the Krishna Kamalam Praveenya Vikasam initiative, the
officials said, adding that five Zilla Parishad schools have been identified for the project. According
to officials, the workshops and demonstration on the craft will be given to around 2,500 students
over a period of six months.

(H.,19/09)

New APTDC packages launched

The Andhra Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation launched six new tourism packages from
the city. Launching the posters for the new packages along with APTDC’s Divisional Manager T.G.
Prasada Reddy, Tourism Minister Muttamsetti Srinivasa Rao said that more tourist attractions are
being planned for Visakhapatnam district in view of the upcoming tourist season.

(H.,26/09)

Y.S Jagan Mohan Reddy proposes green tax to check pollution

Chief Minister Y.S Jagan Mohan Reddy announced that a green tax would be collected from
industrial houses to keep a check on pollution.Unveiling a series of measures to safeguard the
environment, during a review on Forest and Environment departments at his camp office at
Tadepalli, Mr. Jagan reiterated that ecological balance and environmental protection was key to the
development of the State.Andhra Pradesh has joined the rest of States in implementing a ban on
single use plastic.

(H.,27/09)
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Andhra limits liquor people can buy without permit

Three bottles of Indian-made or foreign liquor or six bottles of beer — that is all an individual in
Andhra Pradesh can purchase or possess at a single time under a rule enforced by the state
government with effect from Wednesday.In line with the new excise policy that will come into force
on October 1, Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy has already started restricting the sale of liquor in retail
outlets.A person can possess, at a time without permit, a maximum quantity of three bottles of
Indian Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL) or an equal number of bottles of foreign liquor (of any size),
three bulk litres of denatured/methylated spirit or six bottles of beer (each of 650 ml) or two bulk
litres of toddy.

(H.T.,27/09)

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
Khandu unveils unique hydropower project

Chief Minister Pema Khandu inaugurated the State’s first community-managed mini-hydroelectric
project at Dikshi village in West Kameng district. The project is also the first independent power
project of its kind in the Northeast.Developed by a Hyderabad-based firm, the 24 kW Dikshi
Hydroelectric Project on the Phudungto river is expected to produce 112.40 gigawatt hours of
electricity for meeting the power needs of East and West Kameng districts besides major defence
establishments.

(H.,14/09)
After years of hydro push, Arunachal begins scrapping dam projects

More than a decade after his father Dorjee Khandu ushered in a “dam revolution”, Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu has begun scrapping hydro-power projects for non-
performance.The Chief Minister, inaugurating the State’s first community-managed mini
hydroelectric project at Dikshi in West Kameng district on September 13, said his government
terminated 22 projects worth 3,800 MW while another 46 projects worth 8,000 MW had been
served notices.This north-eastern State bordering China’s Tibet, accounting for the bulk of the
proposed installed capacity was the first off the blocks for the hydro-power “gold rush”.

(H.,15/09)

ASSAM

Over 19 lakh excluded from Assam’s final NRC

More than 19 lakh of the 3.29 crore applicants in Assam were left out of the final National Register
of Citizens (NRC) that was published to conclude a Supreme Court-monitored exercise that took
five years and 1,220 crore.According to rights groups, the exercise also made people in Assam —
mostly Hindus and Muslims of Bengal origin under suspicion of being illegal immigrants — spend
more than 7,800 crore on hearings, besides claiming the lives of around 60 people.

(H.,01/09)
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BIHAR

Patna district administration distributes ‘free’ helmets to create awareness

The Patna district administration distributed helmets free of cost to 25 bikers and pillion riders, who
were found violating the rules and not wearing the protective headgear. Otherwise, they were liable
to pay Rs1000 each as fine.The initiative was part of a weeklong awareness campaign launched to
make people cautious regarding traffic safety rules. The district administration had also made
arrangements for providing on-the-spot insurance papers and pollution under control certificates at
the petrol station in Rupaspur area.

(T.0.1.,18/09)

DELHI

Plan to use floods for groundwater recharge working, says Delhi government

The Delhi government said its project to recharge groundwater using flood water along the river
Yamuna has begun showing encouraging results. Officials said even after a fortnight since the
recent floods, water deposits could be seen in several pits that were created last month. The Yamuna
floodplain project is a first-of-its-kind project in the country, which aims to conserve excess water
flowing down the river during the monsoon by creating a mega reservoir in the floodplains between
Palla and Wazirabad. Government officials said detailed findings of the project will be made public
in about 2-3 months from now.

(H.T.,03/08)
Delhi gets new robot design to clean septic tanks, sewers

A Kerala-based company has sent a new design of a robot to clean septic tanks and sewers to the
city government after Delhi Social Welfare Minister Rajendra Pal Gautam visited the State in July
to review the robot. Mr. Gautam told that the government is keen to procure the robot if the
company makes certain changes to their normal model. “We are 100% interested in buying robots to
clean septic tanks and to make sure that no one dies in sewers and septic tanks,” he said. In India,
620 sanitation workers have died while cleaning septic tanks and sewers since 1993 and of this, 88
occurred in the past three years despite a ban on manual scavenging, said the Centre.

(H.,22/09)
All Delhi govt schools to be converted into co-education

The Delhi government is set to convert its existing all-girls’ and all-boys’ schools into co-ed ones,
and evening shifts schools into general shift ones. The examination branch of the Directorate of
Education (DoE) instructed the officials to come up with three detailed plans to implement the
conversion by July 2020.The government is likely to begin the process from the next academic
session in schools which hosts sufficient infrastructure for the planned conversion.The move comes
after the DoE analysed the board exam results of the last several years for all its schools and found
that the co-ed and general shift schools had been consistently performing better.

(H.T.,24/09)
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GOA

State gets central funds to train school teachers as first level counsellors

With the country witnessing cases of physical and sexual violence within school premises, the
central government, under the Samagra Shiksha programme, has directed states to train teachers to
become the first level counsellors and put up safety guidelines in every school. Goa has been
sanctioned Rs 32 lakh to implement these measures in 753 primary and 85 high schools run by the
state government. Teachers need to function as first step counsellor within the school, and every
school is required to display a board on safety with helpline and emergency numbers and contact
persons.

(T.0.1.,05/09)
Goa govt bans single-use plastic in its offices from Oct 2

In a circular issued on September 25, Shripad Arlekar, under secretary of the general administration
department, said, “The Government of Goa has decided to ban the usage of single-use plastic water
bottles, glasses, plates, etc, in the government offices, canteens, meetings and functions from
October 2, 2019 onwards.” Stating that directive has been issued following approval from Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant, Mr. Arlekar said the government wants to promote eco-friendly and re-
usable items in the coastal state.Last month, the Goa Legislative Assembly passed a bill banning
manufacture, sale anduseofsingle-useplasticitems and carry bags, with a penalty ranging from
2,500 to X3 lakh for violators.

(H.,28/09)

GUJARAT
Gujarat govt launches biometric online attendance system at 40,000 schools

In a bid to curb absenteeism at government schools, the Gujarat government on September 5
(Teachers’ Day) launched a facial recognition-based biometric online attendance system across
40,000 primary schools. While launching the new system from the State capital Gandhinagar, Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani said that soon other departments will also move to a similar system that will
ensure no teacher or government employee indulged in absenteeism. To implement the system, the
State Education Department will distribute tablets equipped with geo-tagging and biometrics
software to all schools in the next two months.

(H.,08/09)

HARYANA
Khattar launches two insurance schemes for traders

Ahead of the Assembly polls, due next month in Haryana, the State government launched two
insurance schemes for registered small and medium traders in an apparent bid to woo voters. Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched “Mukhyamantri Vyapari Samuhik Niji Durghatna Beema
Yojana” and “Mukhyamantri Vyapari Kshatipurti Beema Yojana” here. “The premium of 38 crore
people of both the schemes would be paid by the State government,” said Mr. Khattar at a press
conference. Mr. Khattar said an insurance cover of X5 lakh would be provided under the Durghatna
Yojana and from X5 lakh to 25 lakh under the other scheme.

(H.,12/09)
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JAMMU KASHMIR

Now ‘revolving-door’ arrests in Kashmir

The Jammu and Kashmir police have adopted a novel approach involving “revolving-door arrests”
to contain the situation on the streets in the wake of withdrawal of the State’s special status on
August 5.According to data with the police headquarters (PHQ) in Srinagar, around 1,500 youth
have been picked up and released under a continuous process across the Kashmir Valley in the past
few weeks. This comes amid rising incidents of stone throwing after Id.1,500 youth have been held
for short periods and released to contain street clashes in the Valley. The reason for the “revolving
door” method, according to the police, was “poor space in the Valley’s jails .

(H.,01/09)
In uncertain times, Srinagar schools give video lessons

The ongoing uncertain situation in Kashmir has forced local schools to distribute study material and
video lessons to parents, to assist their wards in pursuing self-learning at home.Kashmir’s
prominent Delhi Public School has directed parents to reach its Budgam campus with pen drives
and hard drives.Such notices have been issued by other prominent schools too to help students catch
up with time lost due to the one-month long clampdown and curfew-like restrictions, imposed since
the August 5 decision to revoke J&K'’s special status.

(H.,08/09)
KARNATAKA

Bengaluru, Mysuru railway stations to get public fridges

The Indian Railways plans to set up public fridges for the poor at Bengaluru and Mysuru railway
stations in September.Earlier, they had set up one at Hubballi railway station on August 15 this
year.In order to avoid wastage of food, passengers and eateries at these stations have been requested
to leave behind extra food inside this refrigerator instead of throwing it away. The response to the
said fridge in Hubballi was overwhelming and received national attention.A message has been put
up on it cautioning people to not place non-vegetarian food items and eatables which were likely to
become stale inside it.

(H.,03/08)

Government to amend the Karnataka Solar Policy (2014-21) to declare 25-MW plants as solar
parks

The State Cabinet has decided to introduce amendments to the Karnataka Solar Policy (2014-21)
enabling investors to set up solar parks with 25 MW capacity. At present, only plants generating 100
MW and more are declared as solar parks. Under the new amendments, investors can set up a 25-
MW plant and declare it as a solar park, making them eligible for subsidy from the Centre. A 25-
MW solar park needs about 100 acres. The producers can sell power to either the State grid or the
private sector.

(H.,07/09)
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Forest Dept. red flags zip line project atop Chamundi Hills

The Forest Department has conveyed its opposition to the zip line project at Chamundi Hills, which
was proposed by the Tourism Department. The Tourism Department had sought 0.22 hectares of
forestland for the project but the Forest Department officials informed the Minister that the
disturbance to the existing forest during the construction phase would be high as pathways have to
be created besides erecting pillars along the zip line. In addition, a parking lot has to be constructed
to cater to the tourists and hence it was prudent to drop the project, the officials added.

(H.,11/09)
Awareness drive on traffic rules outside places of worship

The Hebbal traffic police have launched a drive to create awareness on traffic rules, outside places
of worship. Several police teams have been given pamphlets with details of revised fines and
messages on the need to adhere to traffic rules. “The goal is to minimise road accidents and
congestion,” a senior police officer said. Religious leaders, including imams, have been approached
by the police and asked to instruct their congregations to pay heed to the rules. The police hope that
people would pay heed to their religious leaders. “This is one of platforms where messages can be
delivered effectively,” a senior police officer.

(H.,14/09)
Area scheme for State notified; only RTCs can run new services

The State government has issued the final notification of the ‘New Comprehensive Area Scheme for
the Entire State of Karnataka’ that allows only State road transport corporations to operate
passenger service buses from now on.Permits in operation/pending renewal as on December 18,
2014, existing permits on non-monopoly routes as on March 24, 2018, and existing permits as per
September 28, 2017, of private operators are the ones which can continue to ply under this new
scheme, but no fresh permits to private operators would be issued says the final notification. The
scheme was mooted with the twin objectives of securing the economic interests of existing private
operators and empowering RTCs that have resources to provide services on demand.

(H.,29/09)
MAHARASHTRA
Maharashtra to develop eco-tourism circuit

Mabharashtra is in the process of developing an eco-tourism circuit connecting nearly 350 locations
to a common grid for providing better facilities and development of popular destinations in the
State.Senior officials said the circuit will include and connect 124 forest gardens, 43 historical forts,
six tiger projects, 33 wildlife sanctuaries, 52 religious destinations, 55 eco-tourism destinations and
five hill stations.The project will encourage employment opportunities for local people through
home stays, being tourist guides, providing vehicles for tourists and doing odd jobs.

(H.,04/09)
India’s first museum of printing industry to come up in Pune

In a first for India, the Poona Press Owners Association is planning to open a printing museum in
the city, which will showcase the history and development of the Indian press and its technological
transformation. Along with the printing museum in the city, the Association is planning to start a
‘printing mall’ at Navi Peth. “The project will be set up in an area of 10,000 sq feet and serve as a
one stop place to find all printing press related material under one roof,” he added.

(LE.,16/09)
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Maharashtra’s longest serving ML A Ganpatrao Deshmukh retires after 59 yrs in politics

Mabharashtra’s longest serving public representative Ganpatrao Deshmukh, 93, has finally called it a
day in the field of electoral politics. On Sunday, Deshmukh announced that he will not contest the
upcoming state assembly polls scheduled on October 21. Deshmukh who has been a member of the
Maharashtra legislative assembly for 11 terms or 59 years from Sangole in Solapur district, also
nominated his successor from the constituency.Deshmukh, a member of the Peasants and Workers
party (PWP), took the decision citing health reasons and limited eyesight.

(H.,30/09)

MADHYA PRADESH

Madhya Pradesh’s Happiness Dept. to open Time Bank

Whether it’s a banker or a gardener, time progresses the same way for everyone, acting as an
equaliser. So, the Madhya Pradesh government’s Happiness Department plans to set up a Time
Bank that would lend currency to an hour, which could be exchanged to learn a new skill without
the need for any paper money.Whenever a bank member needs a service or wants to acquire a skill,
say gardening or playing a guitar, she could exchange a credit, worth an hour, with another member
knowing the skill.“It is a new way to link untapped social capacity to unmet social needs,” said
Akhilesh Argal, CEO of the State government department. “The core values are that we all are
assets and driven by reciprocity.”

(H.,09/09)
Madhya Pradesh government to offer cows for adoption online

The Madhya Pradesh government is going to launch an online service for those wanting to adopt a
cow and provide sheds to them at gaushalas (cow shelters) across the State. While paying for a
cow’s feed for 15 days would cost 1,100, one could take care of its diet for 10 years for I3 lakh.
Feeding a cow for six months would cost X11,100.Through the service, donors would be able to
pick a gaushala in the State, and pay the amount to fulfil a cow’s diet of half a kilo of grain, five
kilos of green feed and 10 kilos of wheat chaff a day, in case of a non-lactating, non-pregnant cow.
Each contributor will be featured on the department’s website and receive a certificate.

(H.,10/09)

Madhya Pradesh govt agrees to sale of chicken and milk at separate shops

The Madhya Pradesh government agreed to sell the products from separate parlours.“Since some
people have objected to it, we will sell the chicken and cow milk from separate parlours,” Animal
Husbandry Minister Lakhan Singh Yadav said.“Cow milk has special significance for followers of
Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism and Sanatan Dharma. The symbol of purity is offered to god and is
used on several other occasions. I request you to stop the sale of chicken and cow milk from one
place. I am sure before the start of Durga festival you will ensure that chicken and cow milk are
sold from parlours located some distance from each other,”MLA Rameshwar Sharma had earlier
said in a letter to Chief Minister Kamal Nath.

(L.E.,17/09)

September 2019 News Digest 34



News From other States

Few takers, MP govt to revamp employment guarantee scheme

Only 3% of the urban youth in Madhya Pradesh who were offered 100 days of employment under a
state job guarantee scheme have received their stipends, prompting the Congress-led state
government to revamp the programme, urban development department officials said.The Kamal
Nath government had in April this year rolled out its flagship ‘Mukhyamantri Yuva Swabhiman
Yojana’ that guarantees 100 days of employment every year to young people from urban areas who
belong to economically weaker sections.Yuva Swabhiman Yojna offered people enrolling in the
programme 4,000 stipend per month during the 100-days period.

(H.T.,25/09)

MANIPUR

Cannabis high for Manipur’s start-up dream

Cannabis legalised for medicinal and industrial use may give Manipur’s start-up dream a high.The
Bharatiya Janata Party-led coalition government, headed by Chief Minister Nongthom-bam Biren
Singh, has been hard-selling its ‘Start-up Manipur’ campaign since August 2018. Mr. Singh told
that his government was planning to legalise cannabis, or marijuana, to enable units of companies
using it as an ingredient for medicines or for other industrial purposes to open.“Oil extracted from
cannabis is known to be useful in strengthening nerves and treating people suffering from paralysis.
Also, legalising cannabis can boost the economy,” he said.

(H.,23/09)
MEGHALAYA

Meghalaya to discuss amendment of MRSS Act to check illegal immigration

Assam, Meghalaya government is contemplating to add more teeth to a law, enacted in 2016, to
check illegal immigration into the State, Deputy Chief Minister Prestone Tynsong said.The State
government will soon hold a consultative meeting with all political parties in the State to discuss the
proposed amendment of the Meghalaya Residents Safety and Security (MRSS) Act 2016 and once
agreed, the same may be passed in the form of an ordinance, he said.

(H.,23/09)
ODISHA

Naveen launches schemes for welfare of urban population

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched a number of schemes for the welfare of the State’s
urban population on the occasion of local self-government day.The Chief Minister laid foundation
for establishment of 342 micro composite centres for production of organic manure in 114 urban
local bodies and 40 solid waste treatment plants in 20 ULBs in the State.Mr. Patnaik also launched a
scheme to give approval to building plans within 48 hours in Bhubaneswar.

(H.,02/09)
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Over 3000 missing children from Odisha traced

Odisha police have rescued more than 3000 children including 82 from outside State by
coordinating with Women and Child Development department and non-governmental
organisations.Of the 82 children rescued as part of Odisha police’s Operation Paree-III, 61 are boys
while 21 are girls. While 20 children from Odisha were found in Andhra Pradesh, 17 and 15 were
traced from neighbouring West Bengal and Telangana respectively. Rescued children would be
handed over to respective District Child Welfare Committees for reunion with their families.

(H.,06/09)

“Transformed’ police stations in Odisha from October 2

When the nation celebrates the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on October 2, walking into
any police station in Odisha may not evoke a sense of nervousness in the mind of the common man
as officers won’t dare to ill-treat a complainant.As part of its much-talked about ‘Mo Sarkar [My
government]’ programme, which would be rolled out from October 2, the Naveen Patnaik
government announced that the conduct of police officers towards complainants will be linked to
their career progression.The CM added: “We will follow up with the complainant, how he was
treated at the station and how his complaint was dealt with. The phone number of every petitioner
will be recorded and available to everyone in the system — from the CM to the SP.”

(H.,15/09)

Windfall for Odisha tribals if single-use plastic is banned

As the focus is likely to shift to alternative products from single-use plastic that India plans to ban,
millions of people, especially tribals residing in Odisha’s forest-rich regions, expect an upturn in
their income.Close to five million people in Odisha are currently involved in plate-making using
both hand and machine stitching methods. They depend on two major leaves of forest species — sal
and siali — for their earnings.“Odisha’s leaf plate and cup market is worth 1,500 crore. While 2.5
million people mostly tribals are sal leaf pluckers, 1.5 million are siali leaf pluckers. Around one
million are connected with other leaves,” said Chittaranjan Pani, a leading expert on non-timber
forest product trade.

(H.,16/09)
PUNJAB

Punjab to have new cadre for e-governance implementation

The Punjab government will have a special information technology cadre for -effective
implementation of its e-governance initiatives as part of the ‘Digital Punjab’ mission.“The selection
criteria as well as the management of the cadre for various categories of posts would be finalised by
a committee constituted by the Chief Minister. The personnel recruited under the cadre would be
deputed to various State government departments for the purpose of extending technical guidance
and support for e-governance programme and initiatives,” an official statement said.

(H.,17/09)
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Punjab to distribute smartphones to youth

The Punjab government approved the modalities for distribution of smart mobile phones to the
State’s youth, to pave the way for the implementation of its ‘Mobile Phones to the Youth’ scheme.
The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting presided by Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh
at Dera Baba Nanak. In the first phase, the mobile phones would be distributed to girl students in
Class 11 and 12 of government schools in the State. The State government had announced its
‘Mobile Phones to the Youth’ scheme, in line with its poll promise, in its Budget for the financial
year 2017-18, and the due allocation of funds was made in the Budget for 2018-19.

(H.,20/09)
In two days, Punjab records over 100 incidents of stubble burning

At least 117 incidents of stubble burning have been reported in Punjab in just two days as the first
phase of harvesting of paddy, primarily of the basmati varieties, started in the state.The Punjab
Remote Sensing Centre, Ludhiana, which began monitoring farm fires from Monday onwards on
the direction of the state agriculture department, detected 55 and 62 farm fires on Monday and
Tuesday.Of these, Amritsar in the Majha region alone saw 79 such incidents, the highest among all
districts, followed by Taran Tarn.

(H.T.,25/09)

RAJASTHAN

Project for reducing weight of school bags in Rajasthan

Offering an innovative solution to the problem of students having to carry heavy school bags, a
pilot project was launched here on Wednesday for reducing the number of textbooks by two-thirds
in government schools in accordance with the subject trimester. Rajasthan is the first State to take
such an initiative.Inaugurating the project at a senior secondary school in Vatika, Minister of State
for Education Govind Singh Dotasara said the students would be required to carry one book instead
of several ones on the same subject. One school each in the State’s 33 districts has been selected for
the exercise to reduce children's burden on an experimental basis.

(H.,06/09)
Rajasthan launches information portal

In a pioneering step, the first-ever public information portal was launched in Rajasthan promising to
provide information about government authorities and departments suo motu to the public in the
true spirit of the Right To Information Act. The portal has brought yet another distinction to
Rajasthan, where the RTI movement had started in 1990s.The State government has collaborated
with the civil society groups to develop the portal, the first of its kind in the country, initially giving
information pertaining to 13 departments on a single platform. With different sections divided into
districts, blocks and panchayats, the portal empowers the common people with access to useful
information.

(H.,13/09)
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Rajasthan to give pension to people with lung diseases caused by dust

The Rajasthan government will provide monthly pension to people diagnosed with pneumoconiosis,
a clutch of lung diseases caused by inhalation of dust in occupations, and family pension to the next
of kin after their death, according to a new policy approved by the state cabinet.Chief minister
Ashok Gehlot will launch the ‘Policy on Pneumoconiosis Detection, Prevention, Control and
Rehabilitation” on October 3, making Rajasthan the first Indian state to have such a policy, said
officials. In January 2015, Rajasthan became the first Indian state to notify it as an epidemic.

(H.,22/09)
Rajasthan to give pension to people with lung diseases caused by dust

The Rajasthan government will provide monthly pension to people diagnosed with pneumoconiosis,
a clutch of lung diseases caused by inhalation of dust in occupations, and family pension to the next
of kin after their death, according to a new policy approved by the state cabinet.Chief minister
Ashok Gehlot will launch the ‘Policy on Pneumoconiosis Detection, Prevention, Control and
Rehabilitation” on October 3, making Rajasthan the first Indian state to have such a policy, said
officials. In January 2015, Rajasthan became the first Indian state to notify it as an epidemic.

(H.T.,24/09)
TAMIL NADU
Tamil Nadu ranks lowest in coverage of iodised salt

Tamil Nadu has the lowest consumption of iodised salt despite being the third biggest producer of
salt in the country, according to a first-of-its-kind national survey to measure the coverage of
iodised salt.The study shows that 76.3% of Indian households consumed adequately iodised salt,
which is salt with at least 15 parts per million of iodine. The five worst performers were Tamil Nadu
(61.9%), Andhra Pradesh (63.9%), Rajasthan (65.5%), Odisha (65.8%) and Jharkhand (68.8%).
TThe survey tested the iodine content in samples of cooking salt from households to estimate the
coverage of iodised salt.

(H.,09/09)
46 battery operated vehicles for waste collection

The government has sanctioned battery operated vehicles for waste collection in town panchayat
areas.Every town panchayat would get two vehicles. Waste collection is expected to be easier and
faster. Every vehicle can run for a distance of 10 km after charging it for an hour and are energy
efficient. So far, only tricycles were used for waste collection in these areas,” said Assistant Director
Town Panchayats R. Gururajan.The vehicles, like load autorickshaws, have been made by a
Coimbatore-based automobile company, each at a cost of X 1.80 lakh.

(H.,12/09)
Power, water supply to be disconnected if waste not segregated at source

The Nilgiris district administration has announced that power and water supply connections will be
terminated to residents and traders, who fail to segregate waste at source. Penalty will be imposed
on persons who fail to respond to the new directives more than thrice, the district administration
said.Moreover, businesses will have to sort their waste in separate bins kept outside their stores, in
such a way that wet waste is disposed of in one bin, while plastic and other dry waste will have to
be separated and dumped in another bin.

(H.,13/09)
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T.N. clocks good growth despite ‘shocks’

Tamil Nadu during 2018-19, recorded an economic growth rate of 8.17%, despite a deficit northeast
monsoon and cyclone Gaja that devastated parts of the State.What is noteworthy is that the State’s
figure was well ahead of the national figure of growth rate of 6.81%.During the northeast monsoon
(October-December), the State received about 33 cm rainfall against the normal of 44 cm, a
deviation of - 24%. In the last couple of years, there were concerns about industry and the State
government’s fiscal situation, apart from political uncertainty. Despite all these factors, the fact that
the State has been doing well on the economic front suggests that its economy is resilient.

(H.,20/09)

Govt. evolves norms for redeploying surplus teachers

The School Education Department has decided not to allow fresh recruitment of teachers in
government and aided schools till all “surplus teachers” are re-deployed in various classes and if
necessary, in other schools.The State government had informed the High Court that over X444 crore
was being spent towards salaries of over 6,300 teachers, who were employed in surplus, in the
State-run and government-aided schools across the State.If there were multiple schools (aided by
the government) run by a single private management, vacancies within all of them could be filled
with surplus teachers among those schools by the management.

(H.,21/09)
Government plans to deepen mouths of watercourses

Acknowledging the need for regular dredging of the mouth of Buckingham Canal and similar other
points along the coastline, D. Jayakumar, Fisheries Minister, says offshore fishing has been affected
by the present situation. It has been proposed to deepen the mouths of watercourses. A study has
been commissioned and an externalor multilateral agency will be approached for funding. To
improve off-shore fishing in the intervening period, a X10-crore project has been formulated to
introduce artificial reefs in Chennai, Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur districts. Bids have been floated.
There is a plan to extend The project could be extended to other parts of the State.

(H.,29/09)
Metro Rail mulls 50% fare discount on Sundays

In a bid to boost ridership, Chennai Metro Rail is planning to give 50% fare discount on
Sundays.“A combination of plans is being worked out. It may either be 50% discount on Sunday
alone or on Sundays and other public holidays. It could be for a few months or up to one year. After
carefully deliberating on what may work out to be the best option, the proposal will be sent to the
board of Chennai Metro Rail,” highly placed sources told.One of the main reasons behind the
proposal is that while the ridership has been growing consistently during weekdays, it is very poor
on Sundays and public holidays.

(H.,30/09)
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TELANGANA

35 PHCs and hospitals in TS receive quality certificates

A total of 35 primary health centres, area hospitals and district hospitals in Telangana received
‘Quality Certificate’ under National Quality Assurance Standards (NQAS) and LaQshya
programme, between April to August-2019. A total 74 PHCs and hospitals in the State received
these certificates for the year of 2017-2018. Officials said that when compared to other States,
Telangana stands in the top, followed by Andhra Pradesh.

(H.,05/09)
Telangana to have Constitution Club a la New Delhi

Telangana will soon have an affiliated club of the famed Constitution Club of India built exclusively
for Parliament members and the past members for interaction and exchange of views. It will be
exclusively for the present and past MLLAs and MLCs while senior officials may also be considered
for membership.The Constitution Club is likely to come up at the 11-acre new MLA quarters in
Adarsh Nagar, which is expected to be razed as the newly constructed flats for ML As have been
recently inaugurated.

(H.,10/09)
Close to 4,000 dengue cases in Telangana and counting

With close to 4,000 cases of dengue being reported in Telangana, the officials in the Telangana
Health Department fear that by end of the year, the number cases might be the highest compared to
the past seven years. From January 1 to September 9, a total of 3,931 cases were reported across the
State. The 4,000 mark was crossed only twice in the past seven years — a total of 4,037 dengue
cases were reported in 2016, and 4,592 in 2018.Apart from dengue, people suffering from other
vector-borne diseases such as malaria and chikungunya are getting admitted in hospitals.

(H.,11/09)
Government plans to create new ayacut of 9.93 lakh acres

The State government would spend a little over 20,000 crore on expediting the work on major and
medium irrigation projects enabling creation of new ayacut of 9.93 lakh acres by the start of next
kharif season.The government has allocated 8,356 crore to the Irrigation Department in the current
financial year, while the corporations created for different projects would raise loans to the tune of
12,302 crore, Finance Minister T. Harish Rao said. The government succeeded in creating 14 lakh
acres of ayacut, including 12.7 lakh acres of new ayacut, and stabilised another 1.1 lakh acres in the
current year.

(H.,19/09)
Assembly adopts amended Telangana Municipalities Act

Telangana Assembly adopted the amended Telangana Municipalities Bill, 2019 to replace the
Telangana Municipalities Ordinance, 2019 (Telangana Ordinance No.6 of 2019).A Bill passed by
the State Legislature in the last session was referred to the Governor for his assent but he returned it
with observations that it should ensure compliance with provisions of Article 243-K and 243-Z of
the Constitution detailing the duties and responsibilities of the State Election Commission. Then, an
Ordinance was brought in immediately as both the Houses were prorogued and it was promulgated
by the Governor on July 21. The Bill passed by the Assembly replaced that Ordinance.

(H.,21/09)
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UTTARAKHAND

Meditation cave visited by PM Modi is Uttarakhand’s new tourist destination

From a dismal solitary booking to 78 bookings -- the Rudra meditation cave in Kedarnath visited by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been pre-booked for the first time, according to official figures.
For the first time since it was open to the public in 2018, tourists have booked it in advance -- 19 in
September and 10 in October. It was in May this year that Modi spent a day meditating at the Rudra
Caves, barely a kilometre from the Kedarnath shrine in Uttarakhand, in the final days of the general
elections. The cave is maintained by the Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nigam (GMVN).

(HL.T.,02/09)
UTTAR PRADESH

‘Doctor vans’ a ray of hope for rural patients in Gorakhpur

Medical vans, known as ‘doctor vans’ in rural areas of Gorakhpur, have come as a ray of hope for
people who were till recently deprived of proper medical facilities. Five medical vans were started
in Gorakhpur under National Health Mission which have provided medical treatment to more than
37,609 patients. A medical van is mobile medical care unit which covers distant and remote areas. It
is a moving OPD and provides facilities like pathological tests and medicines. Each medical van has
a doctor, lab technician, pharmacist, nurse and pilot.Binda (53) of Teeyar village said, “Medical van
comes to our village once in two weeks. It is difficult for me to go to hospital. I got treatment
through medical van. They gave me medicines too.”

(T.0.1.,04/09)
UP school kitchen gardens to grow greens for own mid-day meals

Taking forward the state government’s initiative to start kitchen gardens in government-run primary
and upper primary schools and use the produce in the mid-day meal of the respective institutions,
select schools in Prayagraj are going to grow these vegetables organically, for the better health of
the children. The schools will soon be self-dependent in meeting the demand of vegetables needed
for cooking mid-day meals at schools which will provide extra nutrition to the children. After the
orders of the state government, government-run schools in the city have started making spaces for
kitchen gardens within the school premises.

(H.T.,07/09)
WEST BENGAL
West Bengal to set up park for manufacturing building materials

West Bengal finance and industry minister Amit Mitra said that the state government will provide
100 acres in Burdwan district for setting up an exclusive park for the manufacture of building
materials.The government will provide an additional 100 acres depending upon the demand, he
said.The land belongs to West Bengal Industrial Development Corporation.Mitra said that the state
government had already invested Rs 540 crore for developing infrastructure at the Calcutta Leather
Complex near the city.The complex will have the potential to employ more than seven lakh people
in a single location.

(H.T.,28/09)
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Germany asks Poland’s forgiveness 80 years after Second World War

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier asked Poland’s forgiveness for history’s bloodiest
conflict during a ceremony in the Polish city of Wielun, where the first World War II bombs fell
80 years ago.“I bow before the victims of the attack on Wielun. I bow before the Polish victims of
German tyranny. And I ask your forgiveness,” Mr. Steinmeier said in both German and
Polish.Poland suffered some of the worst horrors of Second World War II: nearly six million Poles
died in the conflict that killed more than 50 million people overall.

(H.,01/09)
Donald Trump’s 15% tariffs on $112 billion in Chinese goods take effect

The Trump administration’s latest round of tariffs on Chinese imports have taken effect,
potentially raising prices Americans pay for some clothes, shoes, sporting goods and other
consumer goods in advance of the holiday shopping season.The 15% taxes apply to about $112
billion of Chinese imports. All told, more than two-thirds of the consumer goods the United States
imports from China now face higher taxes. The administration had largely avoided hitting
consumer items in its earlier rounds of tariff hikes.

(H.T.,01/09)
Argentina imposes exchange controls to calm markets

Argentina imposed foreign-exchange controls on exporters as it closed out a week of financial
uncertainty that saw a sharp drop in the peso.Exporters were ordered to seek permission from the
Central Bank of Argentina before purchasing foreign currency, according to a decree published in
the Official Bulletin.In other new measures, transferring money abroad will now require
government permission. And individuals seeking to buy dollars now face a monthly limit of
10,000 greenbacks.

(H.,02/09)
Pakistan government launches its own mineral water to cut costs

Pakistan has launched its own mineral water to cut costs as part of the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) governments austerity drive, Science and Technology Minister Fawad Chaudhry has
said.The Pakistan Council of Research and Water Resources (PCRWR) has prepared a 500 ml
water bottle named "Safe Drinking Water", the minister said in a statement.In the first phase,
mineral water bottles will first be used at the Prime Minister's Office, President House and
Parliament House after which it will be made available to the general public, he added.

(N.L.E.,02/09)
Hong Kong students gather in their thousands calling for democracy

Thousands of Hong Kong university and school students swapped classes for democracy
demonstrations, the latest act of defiance in an anti-government movement that has plunged the
Chinese-ruled city into its biggest political crisis in decades.The boycott follows a weekend
marred by some of the worst violence since unrest escalated more than three months ago, with
protesters burning barricades and throwing petrol bombs, and police retaliating with water
cannon, tear gas and batons.

(H.,03/08)
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13,000 houses damaged in 'catastrophic' Bahamas hurricane: Red Cross

Hurricane Dorian has caused "extensive damage" across the Bahamas, the Red Cross said, warning
that as many as 13,000 houses may have been severely damaged or destroyed."We don't yet have a
complete picture of what has happened,” Sune Bulow, head of the International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies' Emergency Operation Centre in Geneva, said in a
statement.Hurricane Dorian battered the Bahamas with ferocious wind and rain on Sunday, the
monstrous Category 5 storm wrecking towns and homes as it churned on an uncertain path toward
the US coast where hundreds of thousands were ordered to evacuate.

(N.L.E.,03/08)
Bangladesh bans mobile phone access in Rohingya camps

Bangladesh ordered operators to shut down mobile phone services to almost one million Rohingya
refugees living in camps in the country's southeast, an official said.The move follows an outbreak of
violence in recent weeks at the camps, most of whose residents fled into Bangladesh from
Myanmar's Rakhine state two years ago following a military crackdown on the Muslim Rohingya
minority.The refugees had been "abusing" mobile phone access to conduct criminal activities such
as trafficking of methamphetamine pills worth hundreds of millions of dollars from Myanmar.

(N.I.E.,04/09)
Pakistan allows import of life-saving drugs from India

The Pakistan government has allowed the import of life-saving drugs from India despite escalating
tensions between the two countries over the Kashmir issue, according to a media report.Pakistan
downgraded its diplomatic relations and formally suspended its trade relations with India last month
after New Delhi revoked the special status of Jammu and Kashmir and bifurcated it into two union
territories.Pakistan's ministry of commerce, through a statutory regulatory order, gave the
permission to import and export medicines from India, Geo TV reported.

(N.L.E.,04/09)
British PM in limbo after MPs reject his Brexit plan, elections

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson's government was left in limbo after MPs voted to derail his
Brexit plan and rejected his call for an early election to break the political deadlock. Just six weeks
after taking office, Mr. Johnson lost his majority in the House of Commons as his own MPs joined
opposition parties to stop him taking Britain out of the EU next month without a deal. They
approved a bill that could force Mr. Johnson to delay Brexit to January or even later if he cannot
agree exit terms with Brussels in time.

(H.,05/09)

Hong Kong scraps extradition bill that sparked months of protest

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam announced the withdrawal of an extradition bill that triggered
months of unrest and threw the Chinese-ruled city into its worst crisis in decades, a source
with knowledge of the matter told Reuters. The protests against the bill in the former British
colony began in March but snowballed in June and have since evolved into a push for
greater democracy. The bill would have allowed extraditions to mainland China where
courts are controlled by the Communist Party. It was not immediately clear if the bill's
withdrawal would help end the unrest.

(H.T.,05/09)
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WHO South-East Asia Region plans to banish measles, rubella by 2023

Member-countries of the World Health Organisation (WHO) South-East Asia Region have resolved
to eliminate highly infectious childhood killer diseases measles and rubella by 2023.“The new
target to eliminate both the diseases will leverage the existing momentum and a strong political
commitment, which is being demonstrated through unprecedented efforts, progress and successes in
recent years,” said Dr. Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, WHO South-East Asia.

(H.,06/09)

Zimbabwe’s former president Robert Mugabe dies in Singapore

Zimbabwe's former president Robert Mugabe has died aged 95, the country's President Emmerson
Mnangagwa said.Mugabe died in Singapore, where he has often received medical treatment in
recent years, a source with direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters.Mugabe was feted as an
African liberation hero and champion of racial reconciliation when he first came to power in a
nation divided by nearly a century of white colonial rule.Mugabe, was ultimately ousted by his own
armed forces in November 2017.

(H.,06/09)
Typhoon leaves thousands of South Korean homes powerless

High winds have toppled trees, grounded planes and left thousands of South Korean homes without
electricity as Typhoon Lingling brushed up against the Korean Peninsula.South Korea’s safety
ministry said that strong winds and rain caused power failures in some 17,000 homes in the
southern resort island of Jeju and southern mainland regions.Storms have also toppled trees and
streetlamps and damaged traffic signs in Jeju, caused airports to cancel 89 flights and forced 38
people to evacuate from their flooded homes in a city near capital Seoul.

(H.,07/09)

Britain’s Parliament approves law seeking to block no-deal Brexit

The British Parliament's upper chamber approved a bill that aims to block a no-deal Brexit at the
end of October by forcing Prime Minister Boris Johnson to seek a delay to Britain's European
Union departure.The legislation, which requires Mr. Johnson to ask for a three-month extension to
Britain's EU membership if Parliament has not approved either a deal or consented to leaving
without agreement by October 19, is expected to be signed into law by Queen Elizabeth.The House
of Lords approved the bill without a formal vote at its final stage.

(H.,07/09)
France says 1,500 died in summer's heat wave

France’s Health Minister says 1,500 people died in this summer’s heat wave in France but a
campaign of public awareness saved many lives. Agnes Buzyn, speaking on France Inter radio on
Sunday, said there were over 1,000 more deaths that the annual average for the time of the year, and
half of those were aged over 75. She said there were 18 days of recorded heat wave in France this
year during June and July. She noted, however, that it represented many fewer deaths than the
scorching heat wave in 2003 that claimed 15,000 lives.

(HL,08/09)
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Islamic State claims responsibility for market blast in Philippines

The Islamic State militant group has claimed responsibility for an explosion at a public market in
the southern Philippines that wounded at least seven people.The group issued a statement saying the
motorcycle bombing had wounded seven Filipino Christians at a public market.It was the fourth
blast in the area in 13 months, according to the Philippine military, which said a militant group
operating in the mostly Christian city of Isulan in the province of Sultan Kudarat was among the
suspects.

(H.,08/09)
Queen green lights law to delay Brexit

A Bill demanding that Prime Minister Boris Johnson delay Britain’s withdrawal from the European
Union on October 31 if he cannot get a divorce deal became law but his office insisted that Brexit
would happen by that date, “no ifs and buts”.Parliament was also likely to reject Mr. Johnson’s call
on Monday for a snap general election, which he is seeking in order to break a deadlock over Brexit
that has intensified since he took office in July pledging to get on with the departure.An alliance of
opposition lawmakers and rebels from Mr. Johnson’s own Conservative Party passed the Bill that
became law on Monday having received the assent of Queen Elizabeth.

(H.,09/09)
Sudan’s Cabinet sworn in, 1st since al-Bashir’s ouster

Sudan swore in its first Cabinet since the military ousted autocratic President Omar al-Bashir in
April following mass pro-democracy protests.The new members include Sudan’s first woman
foreign minister, Asmaa Abdalla, along with three other women, in an apparent acknowledgement
of Sudanese women’s participation in the uprising.The Cabinet is part of a power-sharing agreement
between the military and pro-democracy demonstrators, which also includes a joint military-civilian
sovereign council and a legislative body that is supposed to be formed within three months. The
three bodies are to govern Sudan for little more than three years until elections can be held.

(H.,09/09)
Guatemala deploys 2,000 troops after deadly attack on soldiers

Hundreds of Guatemalan soldiers were deployed to an area near the border with Honduras and
Mexico, home to long-standing social conflicts, in a bid to improve security after three soldiers
were gunned down by suspected drug runners. Defense Minister Luis Miguel Ralda told reporters
that 2,000 soldiers had been sent as part of the mission following a declaration of emergency
powers granted by the Congress two days ago.The area has played host over decades to a range of
conflicts among locals and land owners, miners and palm oil plantations, including indigenous
communities.

(H.,10/09)
Japan will have to dump radioactive Fukushima water into Pacific, minister says

Tokyo Electric Power will have to dump radioactive water from its destroyed Fukushima nuclear
power plant directly into the Pacific Ocean, Japan's environment minister said.After the plant was
crippled by an earthquake and tsunami in 2011, Tokyo Electric, or Tepco, has collected in tanks at
the wrecked sites more than 1 million tons of contaminated water from the cooling pipes used to
keep fuel cores from melting.The utility says it will run out of space by 2022.A final government
decision on disposing of the tainted water awaits a report from an expert panel.

(H.,10/09)
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California passes Bill that will reshape gig economy

In a major legislative development that could have a profound impact on the gig economy,
California’s State Senate passed, 29 to 11, a Bill requiring ride hailing companies like Uber and Lyft
to treat their contract workers as employees.The Bill, which is likely to pass the State Assembly and
get the Governor’s signature to become law, will enhance workers’ rights, increase costs for gig
economy companies and potentially have knock-on effects in other States.The Bill, known as AB 5,
is a consequence of a California Supreme Court 2018 ruling on employee status and could cost
Uber and Lyft $3,625 per driver as per a report from Barclays, released in June.

(H.,11/09)
North Korea tests ‘super-large’ rocket launcher again

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un has supervised a fresh test of a “super-large multiple rocket
launcher” system, state media said — the latest in a series of provocations by Pyongyang.South
Korea’s military said that the North had launched “unidentified projectiles” from the Kaechon area
in South Pyongan province. They flew approximately 330 km.The launch came shortly after
Pyongyang said it was willing to hold working-level talks on denuclearisation later this month with
the U.S.

(H.,11/09)
U.S. appeals court restores partial blockage of Trump's anti-asylum rule

The U.S. Supreme Court granted a request by President Donald Trump's administration to fully
enforce a new rule that would curtail asylum applications by immigrants at the U.S.-Mexico border,
a key element of his hardline immigration policies.The court said the rule, which requires most
immigrants who want asylum to first seek safe haven in a third country through which they
travelled on their way to the United States, could go into effect as litigation challenging its legality
continues.

(H.,12/09)
2,500 unaccounted for in hurricane-hit Bahamas: official

Some 2,500 people are unaccounted for in the Bahamas following Hurricane Dorian, the Bahamian
National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) said. NEMA spokesman Carl Smith told
reporters that some of the missing people may eventually be located.“At this point, there are
approximately 2,500 individuals registered on the Bahamian government register (of missing
people),” Mr. Smith said. At least 50 people died in the hurricane, which slammed into the northern
Bahamas as a Category 5 storm. Officials have said they expect the number to rise significantly.

(H.,12/09)
Kenya becomes 3rd country to roll out malaria vaccine

Health authorities in Kenya started administering doses of the world’s only licensed malaria vaccine
to young children in rural areas facing high transmission rates. Kenya became the third African
country to introduce the vaccine, after Malawi and Ghana. The aim is to reach about 360,000
children per year across the three countries. The Health Ministry described the milestone on Twitter
as “a historic day” for the East African country as the Health Minister launched vaccinations in
remote Homa Bay county. Malaria is a top killer in many African countries. According to the World
Health Organization, the region accounted for 92% of the cases and 93% of malaria deaths in 2017.

(H.,13/09)
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Belting out protest song is latest act of Hong Kong movement

Activists and ordinary citizens, responding to online calls, converged peacefully in at least six malls
in the city to sing “Glory to Hong Kong” in a respite from recent violent clashes.The protesters have
adopted the song, penned anonymously, as their anthem. The lyrics reflect protesters’ vow not to
surrender despite a government agreement to withdraw a proposed extradition law that sparked the
summer of unrest. The bill, which would have allowed Hong Kong suspects to be sent to the
mainland for trial, heightened fears about Beijing’s growing influence over the former British
colony.

(H.,13/09)
Russia’s world-first floating nuclear plant arrives in port

Russia’s world first floating nuclear power station on September 14 completed a 5,000-kilometre
(3,100-mile) Arctic transfer to the country’s far east, the Rosatom nuclear agency said.“The
Akademik Lomonosov floating nuclear plant arrived at Pevek, in the autonomous district of
Chukotka,” where it is to start operating by year-end once connected to the local electricity grid,
Rosatom said.What will be the world’s northernmost nuclear power plant left Murmansk in Russia’s
far north on August 23 after being loaded with combustible nuclear fuel.

(H.,14/09)

Iran signs $440 mn deal to develop gas field in the Gulf

Iran signed a $440 million contract with local company Petropars to develop the Belal gas field in
the Gulf, Iranian state television reported, saying the country's vital energy sector was active despite
U.S. sanctions.“This contract and other upcoming contracts show that we are working under the
sanctions. The sanctions have not stopped us and we are active,” Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh said
at the signing ceremony.Under the deal signed with a subsidiary of the state-run National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC), Petropars is to produce 500 million cubic feet per day of gas, state TV said.

(H.,14/09)
Saudi Arabia temporarily halts production at attacked oil plants: Minister

Saudi Arabia has temporarily halted production at two Aramco oil facilities that were attacked by
Yemeni rebels, interrupting about half of the company’s total output, the energy minister said
Saturday. The attacks “resulted in a temporary suspension of production at Abqaiq and Khurais
plants,” Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, the energy minister said in a statement carried by the official
Saudi Press Agency.lt led to the interruption of about 50% of total production, he added.

(H.,15/09)

Protesters urge U.K. to protect Hong Kongers from China

Pro-democracy protesters rallied outside Britain’s consulate in Hong Kong , demanding London do
more to protect its former colonial subjects and ramp up pressure on Beijing over sliding freedoms.
Hundreds of demonstrators sang “God Save the Queen” and “Rule Britannia” outside the consulate,
waving the Union Jack as well as Hong Kong’s colonial-era flags. The protest came as another large
rally made its way through the city streets in defiance of a ban by police, who warned the gathering
was illegal.

(H.,15/09)
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Saudis to tap oil reserves after drone attacks on Aramco plants

Saudi Arabia will use its vast oil reserves to offset disruption to production, Energy Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman said. Drone attacks on two major oil facilities on Saturday knocked 5.7
million barrels per day (bpd) off production — close to 6% of the global crude supplies. Between
1988 and 2009, Riyadh had built five giant underground storage facilities across the country to be
used during crises. The drone strikes on Saturday on national energy giant Aramco’s processing
plants in Abgaiq and Khurais knocked 5.7 million barrels per day (bpd) off production, close to 6%
of the global crude oil supplies.

(H.,16/09)
Hong Kong returns to violence with tear gas and Molotovs

Hong Kong riot police fired tear gas and water cannons at hardcore pro-democracy protesters
hurling rocks and petrol bombs on Sunday, tipping the violence-plagued city back into chaos after a
brief lull in clashes.Tens of thousands of people defied authorities to march through the streets of
the city in an unsanctioned rally on Sunday, the latest expression of a popular revolt that has raged
for the last 99 days.The movement is the biggest challenge to China's rule since the city was handed
back by Britain in 1997 and shows no sign of ending.Under a deal signed with Britain ahead of the
handover, Hong Kong is allowed to keep its unique freedoms for 50 years.

(H.,16/09)
Sri Lanka unveils South Asia’s tallest tower, funded by China

Sri Lanka on September 16 unveiled South Asia’s tallest tower, costing over $100 million, 80% of
which has been funded by China under the controversial Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The 350-
metre-tall 17-storey Lotus Tower, located in the heart of Colombo city, comprises a television
tower, a hotel, a telecommunications museum, restaurants, auditorium, an observation deck, a
shopping mall and a conference centre.The tower, spread over an area of 30,600 sq. metres, was
constructed at a cost of over $100 million, 80% of which was funded by China, Sri Lankan media
reports said.

(H.,17/09)
EU demands operational Brexit solution from Boris Johnson

The European Commission on Monday issued a sharp rebuke of the UK's Brexit strategy and
declared that it is still waiting for a legally operational solution from the Boris Johnson led
government on the controversial Irish backstop issue to finalise a so-called divorce agreement.The
statement followed a working lunch in Luxembourg between Johnson and European Commission
President Jean Claude Juncker amid ongoing uncertainty around Britain's impending exit from the
28-member economic bloc by the October 31 deadline.

(N.LE.,17/09)
Indonesian parliament passes controversial revisions to law on anti-graft agency

Indonesia's parliament voted to approve controversial changes to a law governing the country's anti-
corruption agency, member of parliament Johny G.Plate told Reuters.Having successfully
prosecuted hundreds of politicians and officials since its formation in 2002, the Corruption
Eradication Commission, known by its Indonesian initials, KPK, has become one of the country's
most respected agencies.The proposed changes include placing the agency under the oversight of an
external board which would have the right to decide whether the KPK could run wiretaps. The
mooted reforms have alarmed anti-corruption activists, who fear they are meant to weaken the
agency. (H.,18/09)
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Taiwan loses biggest Pacific ally as Solomons embraces China

Taiwan has lost its largest ally in the Pacific after the Solomon Islands confirmed that it is switching
diplomatic allegiance to China. The switch has geopolitical significance that will be felt as far away
as Washington because the Solomon Islands are located directly between Australia and the U.S. and
were the site of fierce battles during World War II. Alex Akwai, a spokesman for Solomon Islands
Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare, said the government’s caucus took a poll on Monday, with 27
lawmakers voting in favour of switching allegiance to China and six abstaining. He said the Cabinet
then voted unanimously in favour of the change.

(H.,18/09)

Israel’s Netanyahu fails to win majority

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu failed to win a ruling majority in an election that
produced a virtual tie between his right-wing bloc and a centre-left grouping that would be led by
former military chief Benny Gantz.The outcome, according to almost complete results published on
Wednesday, dealt a new blow to Israel’s longest-serving leader who was already weakened by the
inability to put together an administration after an inconclusive election in April.But with coalition-
building again key to forming a government, it could be days or even weeks before it becomes clear
whether the wily politician hailed by supporters as “King Bibi” has been dethroned after a decade in
power.

(H.,19/09)

At 17.5 million, Indian diaspora largest in the world: UN report

India was the leading country of origin of international migrants in 2019 with a 17.5 million strong
diaspora, according to new estimates released by the United Nations, which said the number of
migrants globally reached an estimated 272 million.The International Migrant Stock 2019, a dataset
released by the Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)
on September 18, provides the latest estimates of the number of international migrants by age, sex
and origin for all countries and areas of the world. The estimates are based on official national
statistics on the foreign-born or the foreign population obtained from population censuses,
population registers or nationally representative surveys.

(H.,19/09)
A mother or newborn dies every 11 seconds

Child and maternal mortality rates may have seen a decline over the years, yet a mother or a
newborn dies every 11 seconds during child birth globally. Statistics released by the United Nations
show that since 2000, child deaths have reduced by nearly half and maternal deaths by over one-
third, mostly due to improved access to affordable, quality health services.The number of women
dying due to complications during pregnancy and childbirth dropped by more than a third to around
295,000 in 2017, in comparison to 451,000 in 2000.The statistics reveal that an estimated 2.8
million women and newborns die every year, mostly from preventable causes.

(H.,20/09)
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Birth rates keep falling in China; by 30 percent in one mega city

The number of births in China fell in the first six months of 2019 in both urban and rural areas,
latest rounds of country-wide surveys have revealed, indicating a reluctance among couples to have
a second child three years after Beijing abolished the one-child policy.The falling birth rates differ
from region to region.In Chongging, one of China’s four directly-administered municipalities with a
population of 31 million, the rate of new births fell by a sharp 30 percent; in real terms, there were
68,400 fewer births compared to the same period last year.

(HL.,20/09)

Taiwan cuts ties with Kiribati amid China tension

Taiwan aid it has cut official ties with the Pacific island nation of Kiribati, losing another ally amid
Chinese pressure on the nations that have diplomatic relations with the self-ruled island.China
claims Taiwan as its territory, and says the democratic island has no right to formal ties with any
country. Taiwan Foreign Minister Joseph Wu told reporters that Taipei has terminated diplomatic
ties with Kiribati and will immediately close down its embassy there, days after the Solomon
Islands cut off ties with Taipei.

(H.,21/09)
Scientists prepare for Arctic expedition to investigate ‘epicentre of climate change’

Researchers from more than a dozen nations prepared to launch the biggest and most complex
expedition ever attempted in the central Arctic a yearlong journey through the ice they hope will
improve the scientific models that underpin our understanding of climate change. The 140-million
euro ($158 million) expedition will see scientists from 19 countries including Germany, the United
States, Britain, France, Russia and China work together in one of the most inhospitable regions of
the planet.

(H.,21/09)

22 states join California to sue Trump over auto emission rules

California sued to stop the Trump administration from revoking its authority to set greenhouse gas
emission and fuel economy standards for cars and trucks, enlisting help from 22 other states in a
battle that will shape a key component of the nation’s climate policy. Federal law sets standards for
how much pollution can come from cars and trucks. But since the 1970s, California has been
permitted to set tougher rules because it has the most cars and struggles to meet air quality
standards. On September 19, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration withdrew
California’s waiver.

(H.,22/09)
Hundreds in Egypt take to the streets in protest after online call for dissent

Hundreds of protesters gathered in central Cairo and several other Egyptian cities shouting anti-
government slogans, responding to an online call for a demonstration against government
corruption, witnesses and residents said.Protests have become very rare in Egypt following a broad
crackdown on dissent under President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, who took power after the overthrow of
the former Islamist president Mohamed Mursi in 2013 following mass protests against his
rule.Security forces moved to disperse the crowds in Cairo using tear gas in at least one location.
But many young people stayed on the streets in the centre of the capital, shouting “Leave Sisi”.

(H.,22/09)
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Israeli President Reuven Rivlin begins talks to form new government

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin began two days of crucial talks with party leaders before selecting
his candidate for Prime Minister, after a deadlocked repeat election was set to make forming any
new government a daunting task.Israel’s largely ceremonial president is tasked with picking the
politician with the best chance of forming a stable coalition government. While usually a mere
formality, this time Mr. Rivlin plays a key role after an election result in which neither of the top
candidates has an outright majority.

(H.,23/09)
First Gandhi statue installed in Scottish town

The picturesque town of Ayr on the south-west coast of Scotland became the first Scottish place to
install a statue of Mahatma Gandhi, marking another place in the United Kingdom to honour the life
and times of the iconic leader of India’s freedom struggle.A bust of Gandhi was unveiled in
Edinburgh’s Saughton Park by former Prime Minister I. K. Gujral in 1997, but the statue in Ayr
produced by sculptor Gautam Pal is the first full statue in a part of the UK that sent several Scots to
colonial India as soldiers and bureaucrats.

(H.,23/09)

Russia formally accepts 2015 Paris climate accord

Russia said it would implement the 2015 Paris Agreement to fight climate change after Prime
Minister Dmitry Medvedev approved a government resolution signifying Moscow’s final
acceptance of the deal.The same resolution said Russia would not technically ratify the accord
however due to a legal nuance. Mr. Medvedev said Moscow would adapt the accord to existing
legal norms.Russia is the world’s fourth largest emitter of greenhouse gases and the biggest emitter
not to have ratified the landmark global climate deal.

(H.,24/09)
UK travel giant Thomas Cook collapses

British travel giant Thomas Cook declared bankruptcy after failing to reach a last-ditch rescue deal.
The 178-year-old operator had been seeking £200 million ($250 million) from private investors to
save it from collapse. “Despite considerable efforts, those discussions have not resulted in
agreement between the company’s stakeholders and proposed new money providers,” Thomas Cook
said in a statement.“The company’s board has therefore concluded that it had no choice but to take
steps to enter into compulsory liquidation with immediate effect.”

(HLT.,24/09)

No water in Harare as Zimbabwe faces foreign currency shortage

Zimbabwe’s capital shut its main water works citing shortages of foreign currency to import
treatment chemicals, the deputy mayor said, potentially leaving the city dry.An El Nino-induced
drought has reduced water levels in the country’s dams, including Kariba, which supplies the
biggest hydro electricity plant and hit the capacity of cities and towns to supply water to residents.
The local authority required at least 40 million Zimbabwe dollars ($2.7 million) a month for water
chemicals but it was only collecting 15 million Zimbabwe dollars in monthly revenue.

(H.,25/09)
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U.K. top court rules suspension of Parliament unlawful

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s decision to shut down Parliament for five weeks in the run-
up to Brexit was unlawful, the U.K. Supreme Court ruled in a humiliating rebuke to him.The
unanimous decision by the 11 presiding judges thrusts Britain’s exit from the European Union
further into turmoil as it undermines Mr. Johnson and gives legislators more scope to oppose his
Brexit plans.“The decision to advise Her Majesty to prorogue Parliament was unlawful because it
had the effect of frustrating or preventing the ability of Parliament to carry out its constitutional
functions without reasonable justification,” Supreme Court President Brenda Hale said, reading out
the historic decision.

(H.,25/09)
Pakistan, Turkey, Malaysia to jointly launch Islamic TV channel: PM Imran Khan

Pakistan, Turkey and Malaysia have decided to jointly launch an English language Islamic
television channel to correct misperceptions and confront the challenges posed by Islamophobia,
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said.Prime Minister Khan, who is in New York to participate in the
74th session of the United Nation General Assembly, said the channel will telecast series and films
produced on Muslims to educate and inform the world on the Islamic history.

(H.,26/09)

World Bank’s Kristalina Georgieva approved as new IMF chief

Bulgarian economist Kristalina Georgieva was confirmed as managing director of the International
Monetary Fund, the IMF said, becoming the first person from an emerging economy to head the
global lender.A center-right politician who grew up in Bulgaria under communism, Georgieva has
built a reputation during her time at the World Bank — where she has been on a leave of absence
from her post as chief executive officer during the IMF nomination process — and the European
Commission as a tenacious straight-shooter, champion of gender equality and leader in the global
fight against climate change.

(L.E .,26/09)

Saudi Arabia to offer tourist visas for the first time

Saudi Arabia it will offer tourist visas for the first time, opening up the kingdom to holidaymakers
as part of a push to diversify its economy away from oil.Kickstarting tourism is one of the
centrepieces of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman's Vision 2030 reform programme to prepare
the biggest Arab economy for a post-oil era.The announcement comes just two weeks after
devastating attacks on Saudi Arabia's oil infrastructure — blamed by Washington on Iran — which
roiled global energy markets.

(H.,27/09)
US to send 200 troops, Patriot missiles to Saudi Arabia

The United States announced the deployment of 200 troops as well as Patriot missiles to Saudi
Arabia to help the country’s defense in the wake of last month’s attacks on oil installations blamed
on Iran.The Defense Department said the deployment would involve one battery of the surface-to-
air missiles, along with four Sentinel radars used for air and missile defense systems.In addition,
two more Patriot batteries and one THAAD ballistic missile interception system are being readied
in case a decision is made to also supply them to the Saudis, Pentagon spokesman Jonathan
Hoffman said. (H.T.,27/09)
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More than 100 dolphins found dead on island beach off West Africa

Local media report that around 200 melon-headed dolphins were found on a beach on Boa Vista
island on September 24. Officials, residents and tourists managed to drag some of them back out to
sea, but many returned. Bulldozers buried 136 dead dolphins. BIOS Cape Verde, a volunteer
environmental association in the former Portuguese colony, said on its Facebook page that it took
samples from 50 dolphins and four others were placed in deep freeze by the local council.

(H.,28/09)
EU and Japan ink plan to bypass China’s Belt and Road strategy

The EU and Japan signed an infrastructure agreement to link Europe and Asia as a counter to
China’s ambitious “Belt and Road” strategy.Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and European
Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker inked the accord to coordinate infrastructure, transport and
digital projects.The deal is part of the bloc’s “Asia connectivity” strategy, launched last year amid
growing international concerns about Beijing’s vast “new Silk Road” of railways, roads and ports
across the globe using billions of dollars in Chinese loans.

(H.,28/09)
Afghan election sees big drop in voter numbers

Afghanistan's presidential election turnout is unofficially estimated at just over 2 million people or
about 20 percent of registered voters, solidifying fears that a low participation rate could marr the
vote.The figure is a sharp drop from the roughly 7 million who turned out to vote in the last
presidential election in 2014.To be sure, many Afghans braved the threat of militant attacks to vote
in an election seen as a major test of the Western-backed government's ability to protect democracy
against Taliban attempts to derail it.But of the 9.67 million registered voters, only about one in five
cast their ballot, according to the election commission official who requested anonymity as they
were not authorised to release a turnout figure.

(H.,29/09)
Austrians vote with conservatives in lead

Austrians began votingn in snap elections, in which the conservatives look set to triumph but face
difficulties finding a partner to govern after a corruption scandal brought down their last coalition
with the far-right.The People's Party (OeVP) led by 33-year-old Sebastian Kurz is predicted to win
around 33%, up slightly from the last elections two years ago but not enough to form a majority
government.The parliamentary elections were brought about by the “Ibiza-gate” corruption scandal
that engulfed Mr. Kurz's far-right coalition partner in May, after just 18 months in government
together.

(H.,29/09)

Saudi Arabia to invest $100 billion in India

Saudi Arabia, the world’s biggest oil exporter, is looking at investing $100 billion in India in areas
of petrochemicals, infrastructure and mining among others, considering the country’s growth
potential.Saudi Ambassador Dr. Saud bin Mohammed Al Sati has said India is an an attractive
investment destination for Saudi Arabia and it is eyeing long-term partnerships with New Delhi in
key sectors such as oil, gas and mining.“Saudi Arabia is looking at making investments in India
potentially worth USD 100 billion in the areas of energy, refining, petrochemicals, infrastructure,
agriculture, minerals and mining,” Mr. Al Sati told.

(H.,30/09)
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Saudi Arabia to impose fines for ‘immodest dress’, public display of affection

Saudi Arabia said on Saturday it would issue fines for 19 offences related to public decency, such as
immodest dress and public displays of affection, as the Muslim kingdom opens up to foreign
tourists. The Interior Ministry decision accompanies the launch of a visa regime allowing
holidaymakers from 49 states to visit one of the world’s most closed-off countries. Till now, most
visitors have been Muslim pilgrims and business people.Violations listed on the new visa website
also include littering, spitting, queue jumping, taking photographs and videos of people without
permission and playing music at prayer times. Fines range from 50 riyals ($13) to 6,000 riyals
(51,600).

(HL.T.,30/09)
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