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flon ‘ble Speaker, Hon'ble Members,

1.

[ have immense pleasure in warmly welcoming and grecting
the members of the 12% Legislative Assembly to its first
sassion. The new Government has just assumed office and
[ congratulate the members of the Govemnment and place
on record my best wishes to them. I am confident that you
have the capacity and commitment for the development of
this beautiful State, which is uniquely poised for prowth
in spite of the present problems and challenges,

The people of Kerala have given a very clear and
unambiguous mandate to the Left Demoeratic Front (LDF)
with much hope and expeciation. It has been a verdict
against the globalisation policies, rampant corruption,
deterioraticn of law and order, atrocilies against womern,
caste and communal based sectarian strife thal made the
life of the people miserable during the last five years. Under
UIDF rule, secters such as agriculture, traditional industries
and fisheries on which the majority of people depend for
livelithood have been stagnating and even deteriorating as
revealed tragically by the farmers® snicides. I pay homage
to the memory of these victims of the mindless

globalisation policies. People have clected their new
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representatives to this August House with a desire and
conviction that the above trends will be reversed and that
there wili be all round development.

My Government is committed to strengthen the foundations
on which the unique and globally acclaimed achievements
of the Kerala model of development are built. The
Governmenl i$ also determined ¢ address and remove the
weak links in the Kerala experience of development. As you
are awate the neo-liberal tum in government policies, both
at the centre, and at the level of the State Government, has
dene a lot of damage te the welfare state apparatus nurtured
carctully over many decades by our predecessors. In fact,
it is such deviations from the welfare-griented path of
development that prompted the people of the state to vote
for a change in povernment. My Government, therefore, is
determined to correct the deviations of the recent past and
put back the state on its path of all round progress and
prospenty that would augment the welfare of even the least
privileged.

I do not have any doubt in my mind that you all are aware
of this responsibility and will live up to the expeetations
of the people of the State. However, we are severely
constrained by the acute fiscal crisis that the new
povernment has inherited. The UDF povernment that
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assumed office declaring a fiscal adjustment programme to
resolve the fiscal crisis and reduce the debt burden has
vacated office with the budget currently under the
consideration of the legislature, showing a yawning
resource gap and a near doubling of debt burden. The
revised revenue and fiscal deficits of the state government
as per the 2006-07 budget proposal of the UDF
government, taking into account the uncovered committed
revepue expenditute, would be the highest ever in the
history of the State. The Rs. 6450 crore proposed as Annual
Plan is facing an unparalleled resource crunch both from
the receipt as well as non-plan expenditure sides. On the
expenditure side, it is nearly Rs. 2000 crore of committed
expenditure including payments due to salary revision, the
much publicised three rupee rice scheme, arrears ol welfare
pension and dues to the contraciors for works done. The
last item alone is estimated to be around Rs. 1200 crore.
On the receipt side, the main threat is from {Inion Finance
Ministry that has communicaled to the Kerala government
its intention to reduce the State’s borrow-ceiling by Rs.
2500 crore, because of the heavy debt burden of the Siate.
Kerala has been declared as a Debt Swressed State. The total
debt of the State has increased from Rs, 23,919 crore in
2000-01 to Rs. 45,637 crore in 2005-06, The ratio of debt
to State Domestic Product, which 15 a true measure of debt
burden, has nisen from 34% in 2000-01 to 41% in 2005-
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06, If addinonal resources are not found for the uncoverad
committed non-plan expenditure and the borrow limit
restored, the State, faces a situation of virtual plan holiday
with development expenditure coming to a Stop.

There is however a more basic issue here which we have
to recognise and that has to do with the recent evolution
of Centre-State relations in our country. The trend can be
illustrated with reference to the agrarian crisis of Kerala
The immediate factors underlying the crisis have been
largely outside control of the Kerala siate itself and are a
fall-out of the neo-liberal measures which were thrust on
the state without any consultations whatsocver. They
include the removal of the protection of farmers [rom the
vicissitudes of the world market, and the rise in a range of
costs for the farmers, including the cost of credit, owing
to the elimmation of Central subsidies and the sbandonment
of devclopment banking which was introduced through
Bank nationalisation in 1969,

This 15 a new and disturbing trend in our econeomy and
polity, whereby the federal system cnvisaged in our
Constitution 15 being converted into a virtually unitary one.
‘Thig wndency shows itself not just through the fact of states
being at the receiving end of policies in whose making they
have had no say, but even directly through an encroachment
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on the financial powers of the State Governments. At the
morment for instance, State Goverruments hardly have much
leeway 1n raising tax revenmue, since their main revenue
source, the sales tax, has been replaced by VAT with rates
fixed for them; additionally, states’ borrowing limits too
have been fixed by the Centre, The role of the National
Development Council in our nation’s economic life has
been reduced and successive Finance Comurnissions have
not been even-handed m their dealings with the Centre and
the states.

Even more disturbing at present 1s the cvolving policy
regime on food management in the country. States hke
Kerala, which produced cash crops, could do so in the
confident belief that there was a public distribution system
that would take care of their food needs. This public
distribution system in turmn was fed through the procurement
operations of the Food Corporation of India. This entire
system is now being propressively wound up. The
allocations {or states like Kerala under the PDS are being
cut. Food prices through the PDS are also reportedly being
jacked up. States like Kerala would be hit extremely hard
by any whitiling down of the Public Distribution System.
tood policy and the food management system of the
country is too important an issue (o be leit 1o the discretion
of the Central Government alone. It must be decided for
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the nation as a whole by the only body where the states are
represented together with the Centre, namely the National
Development Council.

In the days and months te come our Govemment will make
seripus efforts to unite with other state govermments 1o
rectify some of the imbalances that have crepi into Centre-
State relations in recent years.

My Government is committed to the growth of this State
with equity, where the needs of the disadvantaged sections
of society including the physically and mentally challenged
will be accorded the highest priority. My Government
respanding to the unequivocal verdict of the people with a
sense of respensibility and humility, will strive te remove
the stumbling blocks that have hampered Kerala’s
development and unleash a proccss which is positive,
people oniented and geared to bring about percepible
improvement in the socio-economic conditions, enhancing
the quality of life of the people and fulfilling the dreams
of Keralites. | am sure under the able and collective
leadership of this Government, the real but untapped
potential of Kerala will be fuily realized and this will go
down in history as one of the brightest phases in the
development of Kerala,
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My Government attaches the highest importance to a
corruption {ree povernment uphoiding transparency and
integrity in public life. I am happy te assure you that the
affairs of the Government will be conducted in a manner,
which is transparent, and decisions taken in a manner that
is free, fair and -equitable. It will be my (Government’s
resolve 10 weed oul the menace of cormuption from public
life. Most stringent action will be taken to book corruplion
in all its forms and manifestations. My Government will
extend full cooperation for the implementation of the Right
to Information Act so as to ensure accountability and

remave arhitraringss.,

My Government is committed to accelerating the economic
growth so that we can make a dent inio the problem of
educatcd unemployment in the state. In order to accelerate
the econemic growth, there must be a major step up in
investment, improvement in efficiency of resource use, and
greater focus on sectors that have the potential for fasier
growth. Knowledge industries such as IT and
Biotechnology and service industries such as tourism have
been identificd as new growth sectors., This is a re-
orientation that was initiated by thc previous LDF
government. We are commitied to setting up the necessary
infrastructure and developing the human resource and
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crealing an invesior friendly climate in order 10 cnsure that
the state rapidly advances towards the new herizons of
growth.

But, unlike the UDF, we will not neglect agriculture,
iraditional mdustries and fisheries upon which the majority
of our people depend for their livelihood. Programmes wili
be drawn up lo revive these sectors and strengthen them
to withstand the onslaught of globalisation and lo enhance
the well being of the work force. We are also commitied
to strengthening the public infrastructure in education,
health and wellare and to improve the quality of services.
Speccial attention will be paid to those social groups that
have been left out of the mainstream development process
like adivasis and dalits fisher folk. It musi alsc be ensured
that development process strengthens gender equality.

Democratic Decentralisation will play a central role in
increasing the productivity of agriculture and other small
scale sectors, in improving the guality of public services,
in cradicating poverty and in improving the guality of
public admimstration through involvement of the people in
decision making and implementation of development plans.

It was this understanding which informed the Pcople’s Plan
Campaign during 1997-2001. The success of People’s Plan
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Campaign had taken Kerala to the ferefront of the
decentralisation process in the couniry. However, during the
last five years many of the iniiatives such as distnict plans,
micro watershed programme, linking of Neighbourhood
Groups to Grama Sabhas and so on were shelved, rights
of the I.ocal Self Governments encroached upon, popular
participation not encouraged and the plunming process

became routine and even got irivialized.

Let me solemnly aflirm the commitment of my Government
in revitalizing decentralization. Alrcady the first steps have
been taken to translate this commitment into reality. The
Rural Development and Local 5elf Government
[Yepartments have been intcgrated and as the next step the
process will percolate downwards to various institutions
and agencies up to the cutling cdge level 50 that a
scamlessly integrated profesmonal support system emerges
for the Panchayats of Kerala. In the last decade local
governments have performed creditably in providing
minimum needs infrastructure and in reaching out to the
poar and reducing their poverty mainly through the
Kudumbashrese programme. As the next step, my
Government intends to concentrate on three imporiant arcas
— namely local economic development, human resource

development and responsive administration.
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For local economic development it is neceSsary to
rejuvenate tracdhitional agriculture. For this, the focus would
be on integrated watershed management. Government
would mmplement the centrally supported National Rural
Employment Guarantee schemne sanctioned in the backward
districts of Palakkad and Wayanad to improve the
agricultural situation in these two districts cven while
providing much needed employment 10 the poor agneultural
labourers especially the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. It would be our camcst attempi to showcasc the
scheme as a pational model. To complement development
of agriculiure, it is proposed to develop rural business hobs
to reap the advantages of clusiering and te umprove
marketing. 1n this respect the qualily uppradation and
improved marketing of Kudumbashree products wounld be

a priority item.

As local povernments are the owners and managers of all
public institutions related to human development Like
anganwadis, schools and hospitals, a policy shifi towards
impraving the guality of the service delivery through these
institutions is envisaged. For making the local governance
more espoensive, a radical restructuring of procedures and
management systems 1s intended. A crifical component of
this would be to re-launch computerization of local
governments by giving frecdom to them to purchase
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computers on their own with government providing

sofiware, training and technical support.

Though Kerala’s decentralized planning bas become a
national mode! my Government intends to take 1 further
and go for the preparation of well-inlegrated District Plans.
Simuitaneously measures will be initiated 1o prepare micro
watershed masier plans, which together with the district
plan would constitute the basis of the 11% Iive Year Plan
of the Local Self Governments. The methodology of
watershed master plan preparation and the 11% Five Year
Man will he such as to epsure maximum popuiar
participation, iransparency and scientific objectivity in the
planning process. Preparation of mamtenance plans for all
the public assets owned by each local povernment to be
implemented using the Mamtenance Grant would also be

given prionty,

Kerala has not yet tapped (he potential of the national urban
development initiative through the Jawaharla] Nehru
Mational Urban Renewal Mission. My Government would
immediately develop City Developments Plans and
investment projects for Thiruvananthapuram and Kochi and
also develop comprehensive plans for the smaller lowns as

well as for a crosscutting urban poverty reduction project
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to avail maximum benefit from the new national
programme. The services of the Town and Country
Planning Department will be fully utilized for this purpose.

The Kerala Panchayat Raj Act and the Kerala Municipality
Act were restructured and updated in 1999, Now, based on
the practical expericnce and in the light of the
recommmendations of three State Finance Commissions, a
serics of amendments to these two Acts are planned. As part
of implementing the recommendations of the State Finance
Commission, plinth area based properiy taxation would be
given immediate poonty and implemented from the current
year onwards. This simple and transparent system would
enable the citizen to sell-assess property tax and remove
allogether possibilities of imanipulation and corruption.

The Kerala Institute of Local Admimnistration (KILA} has
already attained national recognition. 1t will be further
strcagthened through integration with the netweork of
extension training centres and the State Institute of Rural
Development (SIRDD) — to realize the objective of enhaneing
its status mto a Centre of Excellence on focal governanve
in South Asia

My Government intends 1o give hiphest priority in tackling

the agranian crisis in the state even though it has no control
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over the impent policies and other globalisation measures
adopted by the Central Government. Wilhin the limits set
by the federal framework, our attempt shall be to improve
the productivity through watershed based planning, betler
provision of credit, reform of land and water management
institutions, adoption of better Llechnologies for cultivation
and posi harvest operations and value addition through agro
processing. Adoption of biotechnology, promaotion of
orpanic farming and other inmovative farming methods will
be papularised. The Agri-export Zeones for Medicinal plants
anit Fruits and Vegetables will be made fully functional.

My Government have already decided to write off the loans
taken by the farmers who have committed suicide. The
Government has already initiated dialopue with financial
nshlulions regarding measures thal could be adopled for
reducing the existing debt burden such as one time
settlement, reduction ol interest burden, re-scheduling of
Ioan and so on. In addition, my Governiment is considering
the sctting up of a Debt Relicf Commission with guasi-
Judicial powers, which will go into cases of debt owed by
farmers to private moneylenders. 1t will arbitrate on the
appropriate level at which the debt contracted at cxorntant
interest rates in the past should now be fixed, get banks to

take over the debt wherever possible, with the government
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coming in as a possiblc guarantor, and decide on cases of
debt write-off for destiule farmers where Lhe government
can settle the entire debt on the farmers behalf.

The co-oporative sector, which accounts for nearly half the
agriculture credit has been in the forefront of the
ameliorative measures for the indebted farmers.
Moralorium on repayment of agnceultural loans taken from
co-operative institutions has been declared. The government
is also considering schemes 1o provide interest relict on
agricultural loans. Recovery sleps on agricultural loans
availed from co-uperative societies will be postponed for
one year and liquidity suppornt arranged from NABARD or
ather sources for credit co-operative societies to lhe extent
of agricullural loan recovery foregone for one year. Arrcars
payable to agricultural loans under the Agricultural
Productuon Cost Relief Scheme will be released at the

earliest.

50,000 new Kissan Credit Cards will be issued through
Primary Agricultural Credit Ce-operative Socicties during
the year. Eflective steps will be taken to ensure that all
eligible applicants for educational loans through co-
operative credit institutions are sanctioned without undue
delay. In Wayanad distnic, which has alrcady successtully
completed the first phase of the NCDC assisied ICDP

project, the second phase will be implemented.
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My Govermmeni also proposes to revamp the Krish
Bhavans and transtform them as eflective Service Centres,
for mecting all the service needs of larmcrs at one point.
1n order 1o ensure that the assistance reaches the most
deserving among the small and marginal farmers,
Government would launch a drive to identify these farmers
and provide them with proper identification docurnents to
cnable access to quick reliel, particularly in times of

calamities.

The decline in the area under paddy cultivation and
conversion of paddy lands for non-zgncuitural and
commercial purposes are senous problems, which need to
be tackled immediately. Paddy fields have an wmportant
role in the preservation of environment through
maintenance of waler balance and therefore, rather than
implementing the paddy programmes merely as
programmes aimed at increased production of paddy, (hesc
programmes will be recast with the involvement and
parlicipation of comumunities, local governments and other
institutions aimed at environmental protection and
conscrvation with focus on increased rice production. To
co-ordinate these activitics a Paddy Board will be
constifuicd.

In order to address the crisis faced by (he coconut farm

economy in a holistic manner, it is proposed to constitute
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*Kera Groups’™ in every Panchayat. To deal with the
probtem of root wilt on a lasting basis, a Project for
Management of Root Wilt Disease with an outlay of
Rs.1924 crore, which was approved by the Planning
Commission, will be implemented on a cluster basis with

the direct participation of farmers.

Our effort. in the amimal husbandry and dairy sectors would
be (0 ¢cvolve schemies to retain the existing livestock farmers
in the ammal husbandry sector and to promote lLivestock
farming among the rural poor. This is of paramount
importance as vestock plays an important role in providing
economic and nutritional security. My Government, would,
therctore strive to augment the livestock population of the
State hoth in terms of number and quality. Increasing the
production ol milk, egg and meat can be achicved by
inlcgrating the production process ai the homestead level,
This would go a long way in generating more sell-
employmetit opportunities and help the weaker sections in

enhancing their income levels.

To further this objective we would, thercfore, hike to
compicte the process of adopting Panchayats for Intensive
Poultry Rearing and developing markeling network
involving the Kudumbashree network. With the aim of

promoeting trade in livestock and dairy products, diseasc -
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control programmes will be undertaken so as to promote
Kerala as a 1disease Free Zone. The guality of milk
distributed, including that from outside the state will he
monitored in order to cosure quality. 'The Governiment also
proposcs 1o strengihen the welfare fund scheme for dairy

Farmers.

Fisher folk arc a vulnerable section of the society and have
been increasingly marginalized from the development
process. Their historical backwardness has been
compounded by resource depletion on the one hand and
tizing cost of fishing on the other. An mtegraled programme
for costal development would be drawn up for
implementation by the different line departments and the
Local Governments. The most important cemponent would
b a programnie for providing universal housing. sanitation,
drinking water amd clecirieily to every household.
Livelihood restoration programme in 1sunami affected
arcas such as sea-food kitchen units, integrated fish
processing units for value addition with the help of common
facilities. clusters of omamental {ish breeding units, mussel
culture, clusters of value added coir products, community
resource centres in selected Panchayats, improved fresh fish
vending units and similar other schomes which could he
implemented threugh a ﬁtlmfnunilyrhaﬂed system wiil be

chcouraped, Participatory coastal afforestation, coastal
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prolection programme and conservation of mangroves will
also be promoted to improve the livelihoed of coastal
comnmunities. Aqua-parks will be set up for ornameatal fishes
and programmes will be launched on a mission mode to
augment cullure tishery, both intand and brackish water. My
Government alse proposes to promote deep sea fishing for
exploiting the tuna resourees, improve the hygienic conditions
of the {ishing harbowrs and repar and reconstruct fishing
harbours and landing centres damaged due to tsunanu. The
inteprated coastal programme will be funded from various
sources, Lhe most inportant being Rs. 1400 crore Tsunami
Rehabilitation Project. No efforts will be spared o bring
in necessary legislation to cnsure remittance of cess from
fish exporters to the Fishermen Welfare Fund. Pattayams
or Possession Certificate will be ensured to all fishing

houschalds.

My Government will take uncompromising sieps lor the
prescrvation and protection of forests and for the
conservation of bio-diversily of the State. Some of the
major sleps to be taken on priority by my Govemment are
formulation of a ncw Forest Policy for the State within six
months, protection of sandal forests of Maravoor,
establishment of a sandal ail factory in the Public Seclor /
{o-operative sector in the coming financial ycar and

preservation of mangroves.
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Besides my Government will ensure People’s participation
in forest protection measures through agencies such as
Vanasamrakshana Samithics, Eco-Development
Committees eic. Suilable amendmenms/modification will be
made in the existing mules to ensure protection of trecs in
and around forest regions without depriving individual
rights of tree cultivation. lmproved monitonng system for
garly delection and warning of forest fires will be
introduced with the technical suppor of National Remote
Scnsing Agency. The banks of rivers, wlich are prone o
erogion, will be stabilized through beli planiations of

bamboos with the involvement of Local Governments.

After agriculture, traditional industrics are the biggest
source of employment. Coir industry is distributed all alony
the costal belt and it alone employs more than 3.5 lakh
workers. My Government proposcs to re-orgamze the
industry through reviving the co-operatives, removing the
middlemen, modernizing and diversifying producton.
ensuring adequate supply of husks and fibre and
strengthening marketing. The fosses of the poteatially viable
co-operatives will be written off and the halities
converted into shares to enable them 1o raise institutional
finance. The middlemen system or the depots system in the
coir-manufacturing secior will be abolished and cor
purchase price enforcement scheme introduced.  Research
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and technclogy upgradation is vital te ensure
competitivencss of the industry in the markel.

My Government will provide all necessary assistance for
the cihicient funciioning and upgradation of the Coirfed.
Coir Corporation and Foam Mattings (ladia) Lid.
Government is commitied to following the terms of
settlecment decided upon in the discussion held with the coir
workers unions, smail scale producers unions and the
exporters. My Government will include one-lakk women
coir workers under the Mahila Coir Yojana Scheme, within
5 vears. Remunerabve prices will be ensured for coir and
coir products. A census of coir establishments, equipments
and workers will be organized in order to create a fum
database for pulicy making and project fonnulation.

In the cashew sector, the major intervention of my
government will be to revamp the Kerala State Cashew
Developmeni Corporation and CAPEX so that they become
econamically viable and set standards for wage and labour
conditions. All the relevant provisions of the cxistmg labour
laws, Factories Act et will be strictly implemented. Eamest
efforts would be taken to curh the unhealthy trends created
by middiemen in the industry. Development of market fior
cashew kemnels and allicd products, intreduction of value
added products to make this agro indusiry more attractive
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and expansion of cashew plantations are the other major
steps that will be adopied in this sector.

Dinesh Beedi Co-operative Society is the biggest Nociety
of its kind n Tndia supporting approximately 40,000
workers. Changing lifestyles and adverse market conditions
have resulted in the financial instability of the Society. My
Government is committed to evolving a Special Package
L restructure and tevive the Dincsh Beeds Cooperative

Society.

Simnlardy, the tradinonal and vibrant Handloom Sector of
Kerala will be strengthened with special cmphasis on
proftessional marketing, Modemisation and diversificaton
ol production, welfare measures for the weavers and
strengthemng of co-operative will be the interventions in
this sector. Toddy tapping industry will be revamped and

more cinploymenl opporiunilies created.

The public sector constitutes the backbone of modemn
industry in Kerala, However, most of the public sector units

- arc facing scvere cnisis. In contrast to the neo-liberal

solution of privatisation, my Government is committed to
reviving the public sector Measures like extending one-
tme assisiance, technology upgradation, injection of fresh
capital and improving the standards of corporate
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governance for reviving viable units wili be adopted. To
improve protessional management, CEO™s will be selected
snlely on merit basis and for this a selection commuttees will
be constituted.

My Government recognizes the need for providing world
class, stale-ol-the art mfrastructure as an essential condition
for the rapid mdustriahzation ol the slate. To spearhcad
this activity, Government inlends to immediately float a
public limited company on the model of Cochin
Internatiomal Airport (CTAL), Government along with
KSIDC and KINFRA shall have substantial percentage of
share holding in the company. My Government further
proposes to tap the vast potential of Non-Resident Keralites
across the world o raise the balance share capital. The
company will build quality infrastructure required to attract
hiph-tech industries. My Government also proposes to sel

up a large food-processing park in Wayanad district.

My CGovernment inlends to creale opportunities for valug
addition in the mincral sceior. Instead of exporting of raw.
unprocessed mineral sands that ferch very low value, we
plan to consciousty move up the value chain.

My (yovernment recognizes the erineal role of IT as an
enabler of employment eeneration and cconomic
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development of the Staie. The previovs govermment failed
in sustaining the tempe of investment for developing
infrastructure in I']’ sector in the state. My (Government will
fill in this gap, by augmenting both public and private
investment in this scolor. The State’s inherent strength of
quality manpower and connectivity infrastructure will he
fully leveraged to create two lakh direct jobs in the [TATLS/
BPO scctors in the next five years. This will further
generate six lakh indirect jobs. Establisling capabilities in
the production‘hardware sector wili be encouraged, rather
than depending on I'TES sector alone. In order (o achicve
the above goals, my Government will create an investor
friendly covironment and develop the infrastructure. My
Government is aware of the stratepic importance of
promoting Free and Open Source Software (FOSS). We
shall strive to make Kerala the FOSS industry destination
of India.

The E-governance injtiatives of thé State Government wilt
be piven further impetes with the commssioning of State
Wide Area Network by March 2007 This project will result
m giving high-speed broadband connectivity 1o povetnment
offices up to the Block Panchayat level to be then linked
to the Village Panchayats. The Akshaya L-ltleracy project
will be revamped to make it more cffective. About thirty
thousand Akshaya centres will be ready by the end of March
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2007 to provide delivery of various Government / Local
government and other services to the citizens. To ensure
guality manpower for the IT industry, Government intends
(o s¢t up a certification mechanism for the various courses
imparted through IT fraining centres in the State.

1o achieve the above objéctives. my Government will

frame a4 mew UIVITES pohey shartly.

Tourism has emerged as the largest industry in the world
hy virtue of being the highest contributor to the GDP,
emplovment creation and capital investment and tax
generation, Keralites can be proud of the fact that Xerala
is the most sought-atter tounst destination in the couniry.
My Governiment is committed to taking ail sieps to attract

mvestment for the development of Lourism,

During the next financial year, the tocus would be on
integrated developmeni of tounism circujts connecling
various destinations of the State. The Government would
also concertedly promote new and emerging avenues in
tounsm like Health ‘fourism, Adventure Tourism, Plantation
Towrism, Rural Tounism and Lco tourism. New initiatives
like Farm Tourism and “My Village - A Tourist I'riendly
Village” intending to spread the benefit of fourism (o the

tocal communities. especially rural agrarian communities
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will be launched. The tourism potential of Malabar will be
fully uwtilized. Tounsm centres such as Bekal, Nilambur,
Beypore, Peruvannamoorhy, Wayanad, Valiyaparambu and
the backwaters of Malabar will be developed into full
{ledged tourism centres. A Cultugal Village will be
developed o revive the traditional art and folk forms of the

region.

My Government also intends 10 prepare a comprehensive
perspective plan, recognizing the unmueness ol each tuarest
destination. Schemes for tourism development will be
crafted to showcase the abundant natural wealth of Kerala.
‘The Government will take all precautions to ensure that our
cultural heritage and environmental concerns are nol
compromised upon in the puise of development of tounsm.
Special efforts will be taken Lo control poliution due to

tourism related activitics.

Centres of Excellence for creating the human resource w
meei the growing demand for trained manpower 1 the
wunsm sector will be set up. The Government would
promote accommodation facilitics for budpert tourists in all
important tourist centres. Special [acilities would b
arranged {or pilprims at all the pilgrim centres as part of

tounsm development. Transportation facilivics wiH also be
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improved to enable the tounsts to have bassle free journeys
in the State.

The NRKs, who are toiling very hard in various parts of
the world and have done Kerala proud by making a murk
in their chosen frelds, and contributed significantly to the
states economy will be involved in the developmental
scheimes of Kerala, An atmosphere will be created in winch
they will be encouraged to invest their hard earied money
for the development of their homeland., The scope of
[unctioning of the NORKA department will be expanded
to mect the expeciations and aspirations of the NRKs.
Information on Keralites working outside the state will be
collecied for creating a database.

The Eleciricity Act 2003 paved the way for privatisation
of power sector and many stales in our country bave already
moved in this direction. Let me assure you, my Governmeni
will not privatise the KSEB and it will be retained in the
public sector.

The LDF Government in its earlier lenure, from 1996 to
2001 could create history by achieving a capacity addition
ol [089 MW while the previous UDF Govemimnent could
achicve a capaeity addition of 70 MW only. This

Government will compiete all the ongoing, projecis m a time
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bound manner. All hydel projects will be implemented
withow causing much damage to the environment, The

potential of smuall bydro projects and non-conventional

“encrgy sources will also be hamessed 1o the maximum

extent possible to make the power seclor self-reliant. Hydel

tourism will be prowcted.

Good monseons during 2304 and 2003, increase i tarlft
cffected during 2007 and 2002, and the reduction in inercst
rate for the jouns availed by Kerala State Flecineity Board
and reductivn in capital expenditure cte. have belped Kerala
State Llectricity Bourd to reduce the revenue gap. However
there 1s an owstanding Joan of Rs. 45341.32 crore ut prescnt.
My Governmenlt will 135ue policy direciions 1o the Kerals
State Flectrieny Regulatory Comunission to rationalize tarift
in such a way as to cnable the industrial sector to compete
in the interpational market and also ensure social justice,
This Governmem 1s comrmitted fo provide free eleciricity
cotnection to all families below poveriy line. On the service
delivery aspect, all the pending apphications for electrical
conmnection numbering about 2.5 lakh will be cleared ina
time bound manner and thereafter electric connections
would be provided on demand commencing this vear itsell.
Muoreover, effective steps will be 1aken to collect amcars
and to prevent power thett. tThe {unctioning of adalats will
be expanded and made more effective.
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My Government will endeavour to materialise the project
for Power ) lighway within the State. The functioning of
ANERT und the Energy Management Centre would bhe
made maore effective and they would co-operate with Local

Governments in achieving these objectives.

Further, maintenance operations of’ (he transmission and
distnbubon systemn will be undertaken on a war footing, to
ensure uninlerrupled quality powcer and to redusce
transmission and distribution less. The required numbser
of employees will be appointed or depioyed lor this
purpuse.

In the case ol roads my Govemment would intcgrate and
update 1he existing studies conducted by various Nanonai
and Tniernational agencies so as to prepare a long tcrm
vision for the road network required to be constructed,
upgraded or maintained in tune with the ever increasing
traffic requirements of Kerala. Considering the rapid
development taking place in the Kochn region, especially
in the wake of the new Container Terminal, Special
Feonomic Zones eic., the Public Works Department intends
to commmission a multinodal stratepie opnion study by a
Nauwonal level agency. This study, which would be
compieted in six months, would focus on the special toad

designs and appropriate conneclivity with the Nalional
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Highways, State Highways, Arports and Seaports. This
would also form the basis of developing and malntaining
the road nerwork in the Central region of Kerala and also
for finking with the northern part of the State.

Working in close co-ardination with the Nulional Thghway
Authority of India (NITAL, my Government would take all
steps needed to build four-fane roads in all the stretches
under NiI 47 and compicte the bye-passes. The Roads and
Bridges Corporation Kerala will give priority 1o complete
the railway over hridges on a corridor basis so as to ensure
tfree flow of watfic on the major arterial roads of Kerala.
The implementation of Capital City Road Devclopment
Project undertaken by the Kerala Road l'and Board (KRFB}
and construction ol roads under Kerala State Transposr
Project will be cxpedited and completed. The Highway
Protection Act, 1999 will be fully implemenied in letier an
spirit,. My Government proposcs to provide adequars
infrasirucinre for the Motor Vehieles Depurlinent to ensure
road safety.

Development of ports and equipping them with the moden
handiing equipments is very important for the economi:
development of the State. With this end in view m:
Gyverunent proposes to give special prionity in developing
Vizhinjam Port as a Peepwater Internauonal Container
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Transhipment Terminal. Beypore Port will be developed to
cater 1o passenger and cargo trafhic from mainland India to
f.akshadeep Istands and Alappuzha will be developed as a
Marina-cum-cargo port s¢ as to develop the tounsm
patential of the area as well as the State, Azhikkal will be
developed as a general cargo port. The development of

minor ports such as Kollam is also taken up.

In order wo ensure optimal balance in inter-modal mix in
transport il is important to emphasise the development of
Simart Waterways. The development ol Kovalam-Kollam,
Kotappuram - Hosdurg stretch of West Coast Canal and
other feeder canals in the State is to be taken up utilising
the 12 l'inance Commission award. The work on revival
al Vel - Kovalam stretch of the TS Canal {Parvathy

Puthanar) would be taken up during the year.

KSRIT has been following a policy of replacing vehicles,
which are old, and during the current year also new buses
will be procured after assessing the requirement. The
Corporation intends o pul up a modern Bus Terminal
Complex at Thampanoor, Thiruvananthapuram. In order 1o
augment non-operating revenue, KSRTC would put up
madern Bus Jerminal-cum-Commercial Complexes at
Kaozhikode, Malappuram, Angamalt and Karunagapally and

also would construet commercial complexes at Kollam and
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Attakulangara in Thirovananthapuram. Bus Statien-cum-

. Commercial complexes at Kasarpode, Muvaltupurha,

Kotlarakkara, Peroorkada and Kattakada are 1o be taken up
by the Corporation using in-house facilitics, with the help
of foans from institutional finance. These projects will

substantiaily add w the revenue of the Corporarion.

During the current {mancial year, the KTDFC proposes to
expand 1ts business. The Company also proposes to launch
the Special Vehicle Scheme for MI As al reduced intercst
rate, using the subvention/discount received from dealer/
manufacturer and construction of multi-storied Commercial
complexcs after the suceessful completion of the presemt
“['rans lowers” Project.

It will be the endeavour of the Water Resources Department
0 primriﬂs.v: its activities and aim at {aster execution of the
projects ensuring total transparency with a view 1o
providing the infended benelits w the people at the carlicst.
The preservation of Kerala’s water resources, protection of
its rivers and rainwater harvesting will be a priority for my
Government, The new State Water Policy will be finalised
soon. Creation of public awareness regarding water

conscrvation and management throuph niass campaigns

. invalving Panchayathi Raj insutluuons and educational

Cmsttutions will be given priority.
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Providing safe drinking water is uppermost in the agenda
of the Government. With this end in view, the Kerala Waler
Authority proposes o further expand its Rainwater
Harvesting Programme, Swajaldhara scheme and schemes
under ARWSP, benefiting & population of about 7.68 lakhs,
Under the Bharat Nirman Project, it is proposed to cover
2238 habitations benefiting a poputation of about 11 lakh
during 2006-2007. Five Urban Water Supply Schemes
covering population of one lakh would also be completed
under AUWSP. During the cumrent yeur, implementation of
the JBIC assisted Water supply Project, will be expedited
cnsunng ransparency al all stages.

In addition to drinking water supply in rural arcas under
the Jalanidhi Project, it is proposed to take up two major
water supply schemes in the Tsunami affcered coastal areas
for an amount of approximaicly Rs. 60 crores. {1 1y also
proposed to take up about 17 number of river-based
schemes sponsored by multiple beneficlary proups during
Lthis vear with the involvement of Panchayal. Besides,
{iroundwater recharge activities are also o be taken up on
a large scale.

To mitigate the hardships faced by people tesiding in coastal
areas, my {rovernment will effectively utihse Rs. 175 erore
provided by the 12* Finance Commission o Kerala for the
period 2005-2010 for raking up anli-sca crosion works.
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'’ he agreemnent for implementaton of the Natonal Hydrology
Project Phase-Tl has been signed and the scheme wall
commence during this vear. In addinon to the four ongoing
projects under Command Area Development Authority,
Kaklada imgation project has also been proposed for inclusion
in the CAD programme. [t 15 proposed to implement
Participatory Imgabon Management (PTM) in sclect conunarnd
arexts of the inigation projects during 200607 on a pmlot basis
for etficient and judicious use of water.

In the 1Tousing sector my Government will implement a
progranime whereln all the {amilics of Kerala will have
residential houses within five ycars and for realizing this
my Government intends to launch a people’s movement
under the leadership of local povernments with the
invelvement of NRIs, NGOs, political parties and
organizations of the people. Special emphasis will be given
to upgradation of houses constructed under “One lakh
Housing Scheme™ and the houses of the Scheduled Tribes.

The stale has attained universal enrolment in primary
education and near total retention of students up o high
school level, In order to upgrade the quality of education,
my Government proposes to introduce secial audit in
Government and aided schooels from this academvic vear.
English language labs set up in a few schools will be

extended to more Higher Secondary Schools this vear.
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My Government would take steps to enhance the nutritional
content of Noon Meals and ensure clean and hvaienic
preparation and serving of lood in the schoods. Drnking
water supply and toilet facihities will be provided in all
schools and  thatched buildings will be completely
converted inio tled or concrete ones with the help of local

gavernments.

My Government proposes to give speeial attention to the
education of the disabled and disadvantaged groups by
integrating thern into the mainstrcam. 1t is aiso proposed
to give training to girl students in scif-defence arts. 1T
education will be extended to UP level and FIMISAT
facihities will be provided i1n all schools. A certificate course
in Commumcative English will be started for students and
teachers to cnhance their language skills. To prevent sub-
standard teaching and decline in student strenglh in
Giovernment/Aided Schools 11 is intended to take steps for
closure of unauthorized schools.

Al the Higher Secondary level, my Governinent proposes
to sct up an HED {Thuman Resource Development) centre
for traaning of teachers. In the vocatienal education sector,
Training-Cum-Production Centres are planned for each
Yocational Higher Secondary  Schoel,  Career and

{fuidance centres will be opened in districts other than
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Thiruvananthapuram, Fmakulam and Kozhikode where
such centres are now working. The Service Delivery Project
implemented 1 Government VHSF schools will he
extended to the remaining 219 Govermment Schools this
year. An [nlemational Traininé Institute for training and
research in vocational subjects is also under consideration.

Kerala 15 renowned for its achievements in elementary
cducation but has a very low rank in higher education. The
participation rate of higher cducation 1n the State has to be
enhancad to keep up with other States. At the same time,
it is to be epsured that the poorer sections bencfit from the
increased opportunitics. My Government will take cffecuve
5teps to ensure social justice to the marginalized sections
of socicty by providing financial assistance to descrving
students in higher education in general and professtonal

cducation in particular.

My Government will strive for the improvement of quality
in higher education. Emphasis will be given to the revision
of curmiculum and research in the Universities. A permanent
muechantsm will be set up for the continuous evaluation of
the academic content, curriculum and modc of teaching in
the Universities and provide leedback. The alumni
assaciations will alse be used to provide substantive inputs

to improve he standard of higher education. The
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administration of the Universities will be modernized with

the help of Information Technology.

A comprehensive legislation will be enacted reparding the
admission o the professional courses remeoving the
inadequacies of (he existing Act and bringing professional
cducation within the reach of the common man. In no case,
the present trend of crass commercialisalion ol education
is permutted. The initiative to develop the Cochin University
of Science and Technology to the level of an 11T will be
expedited by my Government by instituting a fast track
mechansm for the implementation of the project. The
Kerala State Open University will be started during the
current financial year and comprehensive measures will be
initiated to revamp the system of entrance examinations for
admission 1 the professional colleges giving the students

better access o specialised coaching.

The Science and Technology Department intends to set up
the Kerala School of Mathematics as a joint venture in
colizhoration with the MNautonal Board of Higher
Mathematics {NBITM), under the Department of Atomic
Energy, Government of India, to promote mathematical
research, The Biotechnology Programme will give specific
thrust Lo industriat application and applicd research projects,

An “Envitonment Monitering Project”™ has been initiated
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in the area of water quality. My Government will intraduce
Mational Green Corps {Eeoclubs) in 230 schools in each
district with the assistance of the Ministry of Environments
and lorests. School students will be cncouraged Lo
participate in the Scheme for Promotion of Young Talents
in Science (SPYTi8) and science popularisation
programmes will focus on energy and cnvironment
conservation, water conservahon, forest conservation and
other relevant field of science and technology. The Patent
Infermation Centre {PIC) will be further strengthened to
prowvide support to Intellecwual Property Rights (JPR) related

achviiics.

Conserving the cultural heritape of the State is vital to the
growth of our sociely as a vibrant living entily and is
something to which my Government assigns the utmost
importance. Cultural institutions and academies funchoning
undcer the government would be strengthened as democratic

institutions with strong cibizen interface.

The State Archacelogy department would implement a
scheme for the identification and conservation of structures,
murals, temples cte. of archaeclopical and/historical
signilicance in collaboration with Local Governments and
with the assistance of the Kerala Council for Historical
Rescarch. The scheme would include the study and
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docuimentation of local histories. The fund allovation for
artists in indigent circumstances and for providing financial
assistance for medical treatment for destitule artists and

cubtural aetivists will be enhanced considerably.

‘The Government vl India has provisionally recognized the
Kerala Kalamandalam as “Deemed Umiversity™, It is
propused ta avail of this opportuntty and raise the
Katamandalam to an insttution of cultural excellence
through careful positioning and nurturing of academic
research and through enhancing its profile of cultural
outreach both within India and abroad. The Kunjan
Nambizar Smarakam will be upgraded as a centre for Thulial
Studics under the Deemed Universily. The year 2006 is the
death centenary of Raja Ravi Varma My Government
intends to give a lacelift to Sri Chitra Art Gallery, which
houses many of tns invaluable works and to complete the
restoration of the 49 Raja Ravi Varma paintings entrusted
to the Wational Muscumn, New Delhi this year. Conservation
of the Hill Palace, Thrippunithura and the Napier Museum,
Thiruvananthapuram will be taken up under the 12®

Finance Commission Award.

The Sreepadam palace in Thiravananthapuram, wihich is
currently under acguisition, will be conserved and

converted into a Numismatic Museum to house the rarc
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collection of coins of historical and archaeological
sipnificance with the Siate Archaeology department. An
International Historical Musemn on pubfic action with
focus on people’s struggles i Keraia that ilustrate how
people made history will be set up as Punnapra-Vayalar
menjorial. It will be initiated as a part of the celebrations
of the 150% anniversary of the first struggle for Indian
independence of 1857,

Kerala has made remarkable achievements in the freld of
sports. My Government intends 1o bring legislation fir
revamping the Sports Council. It will also review the
existing Acts and Rules concerning sports and bring in the

required change to prorole sports at local and state levels.

Let me renerate the commitment of my government to
cnsure quality health care with focus on preventive care and
medical services to the poor and the needy, at affordabic
cosl, from Government hospitals at the primary, secondary
and tertiary tevels. A *Life Cycle Approach’ will be adopted
for health care delivery focusing on maternal and ctuld

health. adolescent health and genarric health care.

My Govermment will take steps w activate the State Rural
Health Mission and District Rural Health Missions,

imvolving Panchavatin Raj Institutions in a big way. Health
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care delivery will be strengthened by ensuring convergence
of various schemes under the line departmcnis such as
Water Resource Department and Social Welfare Department
and the Local Governments. With this vtew in mind, a
People’s [lealih Programme will be formulaled and
implemented by adopting a holistic, integrated and
decentralized approach for health care, samtation, dripking
water, nutrition and waste management with an inbuilt
component for social control and monitoring. A focused
programme targeled at vulnerable groups - tribal
population, fisherman commumiy and physically and
mentatly challenged persons will also be implemented.

The disease burden pattern 1n Kerala suggests a drastic
increase it non-communicable, life stvle diseases as well
as incidence of a host of resurgent conununicable discases.
AIDS 15 another growing menace, Therefore my
Uiovernment will bring in cost effective chinical and public
health approaches to address burden of these diseases.

A C.Gﬂlprﬂhﬂnﬁ'ivt‘. ‘Computerized Procurement and
Inventory Management System” will be introduced, to bring
1N transparency and to improve efficiency n procurement
of medicines and equipments in Health Department.
Sirengthening the institutions and epsuring their functional

autonorny will improve the quality of medical and para-
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medical education. The Thiruvananthapuram Medical
College would be upgraded as a Centre of Exeellenee, with
a status equivalent to ATTMS. My Government will take
steps o establish a Medical Umiversity linking the
educational jnstitutions in the health sector. Further. the
service conditions of doctors in the Government Sector will
be suitably modified to attract and retain the best talent.

Homeopathy, Ayurveda and other indian systems of
medicine will be encouraged. There wiil be a special locus
om research on spectalized Avurvedic treatment and
Ayvurvedie medicinal product development,

Kerala stands foremost among the States of the country as
far as the social and development indicators pertaining to
women and childeen are concemed. However, a moie
focused. holistic and integrated approach 15 required. in
order to sustain our achicvements and for the overall
welfare and development of our women and children. 1 am
happy 10 anpounce that my Govermment wmtends to carve
oui a separate department ol Women and Child

[evelopment,

The outreach of the Integrated Child Development Services
will be further extended. The 3258 additional Anganwadis
sanctioned by Government of India, particalarly in coastal,

tribal, urban stwms and unreachable areas of the Staste,



87.

88,

89,

42

where nutrition levels of children are below the State
average, will soon start {unctioning. Moreover, Take Home
Ratiens will be provided to all childrer helow three years
to reduce nutritional deficiencies. Our Anganwadis wall be
further developed as Community Resource Centres and the
government will explore the way fo improving the

condition of Anpanwadi workers.

My Government is deeply concerned about the plight of
young, children in distress — be it due o any reason. Child
line services To help such wvictims will be extended to all
the districts with State support starting with Palakkad.
Kannuyr, Kasargode and Malappuram. Further, Government
will encourage placement for all orphaned children by way
of adoption or foster care under the provisions of the
Juvenile Justice Act.

This Government is committed to the wellare of cur
disabled brethren, The Anganwadi workers will be trained
in early detection of childhood disabilities. This witl go a
long way in reducing the incidence ol correctable leaming
and physical disabilities among children, Dwarf and small
stature men and women will be included 1n handicapped

Calegury,

The Public Disuibution System w the slate, which is the

best i1 the couniry, is heing steadily undermined by the new
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refornts, The shift from universal mtioning o targeted svstem
has resulted in a major proportion of even the BPL families
thermnsclves being excluded from Public Distribution System.
Our Statc has 14.16 lakh families Below the Poverty Linc.
However, Government of India has made provision for
allotment of food grains covering only 9.58 lakh BPL
lanulies. Steps are being taken to dentify and exclude the
ineligible persons from the BPLL catcgory and to include the
eligible persons. Although no provision was made by the
previous Government lor distribution of rice at Rs. 3/- per
Kgz. 0 the poor, thus scheme will be contimued, for which an

amount of Bs. 1t} crore per month is required.

In the silver jubilee year of starting of the Maveh Stores, myv
CGovernmoent will take steps to improve the service debivery
standards in the Maveli Stores, Labhan Market, Sabari Super
Markets and ARD Sabari stores. More medical stﬁrcs will
be opened during the current year under the Supplyvco.
Iurther, to ensure a permanent marketing channel for the
farmers in the State and to cnsure a stable price for the
farmers, my Government has authonzed Kerala State Civil
Supplies Corporation @ procure paddy directly [fom farmers
for converting (o rice for distribution through Public
Distribution System. A special incenlive for the consumers
for Onum 15 also being considered in order o stretipthen

marketing inlervention during the festival period.
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Kerala has a loog and lustiows track record 1o the provision
of public services. [n order to build capacity to monitor the
quality of these services and upgrade it, Government
propases 1o sel up a Centre of Good Governance (CGG) with
the suppart of Govermnent of India. This will be an
autonomous hody [unctionming within the campus of the
Instiftute of Management in Government (TMGH. s focus will
be on guiding and handholding public scrvice delivery

institutions 1o achieve high standards of performance.

The core priorty of my Government is to introduce basic
Mudministrative Reforms to make funcuening of Government
professional and people-friendly. To start with. the fiftzen
reports of the Third Administrative Reforms Commitice
woutld be implemented. My Government believes thal
tragsparcncy s the best form to administrative reforms.
Therefore the vpportunities provided by the Right to
Iniommation Act would be fully utilised 1o mike government
transparcnt and fully zecessible to the ordinary man. My
{iovernment iiHends to be proactive in provading information
ta the public on keyv aspecls ol its {uncttoning. For this
purpose cach deparimem would prepare a list of items whete
chsclosure of information is mandatory and the information
provided 1510 a form and language understood by the laynan.
This will enable continuous public audit of the performance

of govemment.
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The Pepartment of Parliamentary Affairs 15 now in its infant
slage. A new vision and added nourishment will help the
Department 1o grow 10 to a very dynamic Department. in
addition to its primary role as a co-ordinator betwesn the
Government and the Legisiature, the Department proposes
to undertake a wide range of activitics, which would
strengthen owr constitutional democracy. The Tnstitute of
Parliamentary Affairs under this department will be
developed mio an Institute for study, rescarch and traning

in parliamentary democracy.

My Government proposes to set up a State Youth
Cotrnission as recommended by (he Natwonal Youil
Commission {or the study and anatysis of youth related
problems and to supgest its remedics. My Government
inlends 1o conduct job fairs for helping the unemploved and
the cmployers. L 1s also proposed to equip youth clubs,
particularly in tribal and backward arcas to function as
centre lor Information Technology and Sateljive Education
in association with Indian Space Rescarch Organisation.
The (rovernment would also organise Keralotsavam with

better participation of youth.

My Government will constitute an Industrial Relation
Board to create a peaccful and new atmosphere in labour

related matters. The Government is alse comunitted 1o give
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encouragement and protection to the indusirialists and
investors. The existing single window cleanng system will
be strengthened and made more effective to provide hassle-
tree clearances to fresh investors. The Mintmum Wages
preseribed will be revised in time and minimum wages will
be prescribed in those sectors where they have not been
fixed. The functioning of the Labour Enforcemenl Wing
will be made effective. My Government is committed o
expand the coverage of welfare schemes to the entire
unorganised sector and therefore new wellare scheme for
the different uncovered sectors will be taken up in 4 phased
manncr. Timely disbursement of the beneiits under all
welfare schemes, sceurity of women at work place and
efiective implementation of Inter-State Migrants Act waill
bc ensured by my Government.

Kerala has been in the vanguard in the protection of the
tights of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and
proactively reaching out to them to improve Lheir status.
Mow in the cmerging cconomy these disadvantaged proups
are being pushed further backward 1o the ruthless and unfair
competition tor grabbhing opportunities. Therelore my
Grovernment will endeavour 1o specially address issues
related to the long-term development of Scheduled Castes
amd Scheduled Tribes and re-orient the Speciul Component

Ptan and Tribal Sub-Plan to achieve this objective.
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Diversion or mis-utilisation of funds carmarked for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes would be ireated,
us offences and the Protection of Civil Rights Acls would
be given new meaning and direction w support all round
development of Dalits and Adivasis,

Provision of the basic needs such as housing, electricity,
drinking water and land o landless, cducation and health
will continiue to be focal points of intervention, A detailed
survey will be conducted on the implementation of
reservation in order to identify the shortfails, which will be
filled up immediztely. It will be ensured that the educational
concessions are disbursed in time. Efforts will be made to
identify students of high excellence from among SCs/8Ts
for providing facilities for studics abroad. The Government
intends to start a Nursing College for SC/ST. Selected
Industrial Training Centres under SC Development
Diepartment will be upgraded and modet residential 1TCs
will be set up, which will alse function as production-cum-
training ccntres, thereby enhancing the employment
patential of Scheduled Communities. FEntrepreneurship
programmes for small scale and micro enterprises will be

strengthened.

There are about 18,500 tribat farmlics residing in the Forest

areas spread over 671 settlements wn the Sute. It s
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proposed to launch a new scheme viz “Scheme for the
Wellure of Tribal Residing within I'orest Areas™ with
technical support of the Forest Department. Steps will be
taken to liberate the wibals from the clutches of the forest
mafia and sexual exploitation. My Government is also
proposing lo re-organisc and strengthen ST-Co-operatives
in various sectors like Agriculture, Industry, Conr and other
trraditional sectors for employment and income generation.
The traditional skills of the various tribal groups will be
upgraded. Steps will be taken W promote and protect ¢thnic

skills of the tribals  in traditional medicines.

To avpment the resource side, stringent action will be taken
in Comimercial Taxes Department for substantial increase
in tax collection. To achieve this end, it is intended to
complete the transition to the Value Added Tax regime
during this year. The reasons for the fall in expected
revenue from Value Added Tax will be identificd and
rectified. The Audit Asscssment Wing and Intellipence

Wing will be strengthened for this purpose.

The computerization of the Sub-Registrar offices in the
State Lias been included in the Plan Scheme and all efforts

will be taken to computerise the remaining offiees. Time

bound action will be initiated to construct buildings for alt
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the Sub-Regisirar offices. The computerization of the
Treasuries has been completed. In addition to the dial-up
systemn in operation by which the cntire data of all Treasury
transactions on a day are transmitted to the central server
kept in the Dhrectorate each day, Wide Area Network wiiich
facilitates inter  conncetivity between Treasurtes would be
introduced shorthy

The Excise department will initiate immediate acton
against the wide spread use of ganja and other nareotic
substances which play havoc among the vouth., A joim
tcam of forest, police and exaise officials will conduct raids
in the forest area to weed out the cultivation of ganja.
Twenty-four hour control rooms will be opened at District/
Taluk Centres to curb the production, selling and
consumption of illicit liquor. The construction work for
“Excise Complex” building s rapidly progrcssing and i
will be ready for occupation by the end of this year.

It is my Government’s paramount duty to maintain peaccful
law and order situation and o ensure protection to the 1ife,
properly and rights of the people. In order to appropriately
deal with complaints of police excesses and to address the
gricvances of police personnel the Government intend to
sel up a Police Commission. Keports submitted by

comeittees appoinied hy the previous Goveruments would
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also be considered for modermising the police force. All efforts
will be taken to ensure that the poiice force wall not resort to
third degrec methods in the police stations. At the same time,
steps will be taken to clamp down on mafia clements.
Functioning of the Ihighway Palice Patrol Teams will be
streamlined and it will be ensured that the Highway Patrol
Tcams do not harass the gencral public by merely booking

pelly Cascs,

My Government atso ntends to give top most prionty n
implementing the schemes under Coastal Secunity Scherne. As
part of the Coastal Security Scheme, Coastal Police Stations
will be established with the assistance of Government of India

in eight places along the coastlipe in Kerala

A high technology enme enquiry cell will be esiablished in
the Police Headquarters 10 give technical assistance to the
mvestgating officers of local police and erime branch CID.
A full-fledged Cyber Police Station will be started in
Thirvvananthapuram to enquire into and check the rising
tendeney in cyber crimes in the Stale. As part of the
infrastracture development programme basic facilities in police
slations will be Mmproved and the Giovernment will ensure that
a better work atinosphere and adeguate facilities are provided
10 the polive personne! and to the gencral public visiting the
police stations.
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My Government is aware that the conditions 1 our Jails
need to be improved. New construction works are being
undertaken under the Modernisation of Prisons Scheme
with the assistance of Government of India. Video
conferencing network of jails will be given top priority and

housing facilities {or the Prison staff will also be improved.

My Government is determined to root out corruption in
Kerala and to ensure corruption free rule in the State, My
{rovernment will bring about suitable amendments to anti-
carruption laws and Lok Ayukta Laws to ensure corruption

free Civil Service.

My Govermnment takes the alarming rise in road accidents
with all sericusness, With this in view, for improving the
quality of driver testing, it 15 proposed (o sct up drver
testing yards with modern gadgets fike driving simulators
and test tracks at 1§ centres. The Grst vehicle lesting Cenire
15 being st up at Chevayoor, Kozhikode. The department
proposes to set up 5 more Vehicle Testing Centres at
Distriet Headquarters. My Government proposes to instali
radar surveillance systems to detect wraffic violations and
tn engage expert apencics for conducting traffic study and
identilying black spots and [ocations to be provided with

traffic signboards, signal hights and hlinkers.
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My Government will take sicps lor modemizanon and
strengthening of the vigilance apparatus in the Revenue
Departmem in une with the latest development for better
service delivery withouot delay. My Government will take
strong steps to take over all the surplus lands which are
legally due to be taken over and distnbuted, expediting the
pending court cases. [n order 10 achieve this the Revenue
and Vorest Departments will take urgeat steps 1o a co-
ordinated manner 10 overcome any legal difficulties in the
enatter. The interest of all thase who have started farming
activitics 1n the forestland before tst January, 1977 will be
protected and they will be tssued pattayams. However, the
continaing encroachment of forestland will he severely
curhed. In order to uncarth bogus pattayams. il any, special
teams will be formed and strict action taken. A thorough
investigation in the matter of delay in taking over surplus
lands will be undertaken and action taken 'agains.t the
cutlprits. The povernment lands on lease to individuals and
institutions will be modified to suit the times and arrears
collected. Further. unauthorised activitics n ieased lands

will b taken senously and action taken to resume the lands.

Kerala lias been included in the disaster prone map as a
multi hazard prone State by Government of India. Natural
calamities like drought, floods, sea erosion_ lightning,

landshides and carthquake are on increase. After the
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frightening Isunami disaster in the State, the Disaster
Manapement Department has formulated and obtained
permission (ot two major projecis, which forms part of the
Tsunami Rchahbilttation programme sanctioned by
Government of India for Rs.1441.75 crore. In order to
effectively co-ordinate and implement the disaster
mitigation programme my Covernment witl introduce a
Disaster Management Policy. With active assistance of
Government of India, risk mitigation programmes for
cyclone. land slide, ete. will be undertaken. Steps witl be

taken to establish a Disaster Management Training Institute.

My Governmenlt will extend all necessary assistance 1o the
Travancore Devasworn Beard in providing basic amenities
lu the pilgrims visiting the Sabarunala shonoe, in aceordance
with the Master Plan as stipulated by Government of India
and 1in line with the directions of the Supreme Court.
Cansidering the large number of pilgrims visiting Sree
Krishna Temple a4 Guruvayur, my Government is
committed to developing the area by building adequate
infrastructure facilities. My Government will conduct an
overal] review of the existing Devaswom laws and will lake
steps to update the laws. Malabar Devaswom Board will

be constituted.
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My Government proposes to undertake Law reform as a
high prionty itcm on its agenda All the exasting Laws have
to be carefully scrutinized to find out whether they need
any amendment, of in sonte cases whether they need to be
retained at all. It i3 also necessary to proposc now
fegistation in emerging arcas. l'or this purpose, a Law
Retorms Commission is to be set up, utilizing the cxpertise
and experience of judges, lawyers and jurists. My
Government proposes to create Legal Data Bank
incorporating State Acts, Rules and important Orders and
Notifications using advanced technology and strengthen the

monitoring mechanism in the Law Department.

The inital steps {or preparation of the Eleventh Five Year
Plan have started. My Government will try to address the
specific problems of Kerala in the plan formulation. For
this, my Government will request Goverunent of Tndia to
include representatives from the State 1n the various

Working Groups of the Planning Commission.

My Government will strive for appropriate changes in the
criteria fixed by Government of India for setting up
Nauonal Institutes and for creation of Special Eeonomic
Zones and suggest that regquiremenms of Jand may be fixed
on need-based criteria so that States hke Korala with very

high density of population are not left out. Many of the
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Centrally Sponsored Schemes are not suitable to Kerala.
Therefore my Government will interact with Govermment
af India for bringing aboul suitable changes in the existing
struclure of the Centrally Sponsored Schemes so as to be
betier benefited by these schemes.

114, Kerala™s premicr position in the country in terms of

115.

realising women’'s rights is now under challenge.
Liberalisation has unleashed ugly forces of exploitation ot
women., My Government would leave no stone untumed
1n upholdmg the status and rights of women and would not
hesitate to usc all its mught to ruthlessly punish the agents
and abutters of exploitation of women. Mureover on ihe
development front also gender justice would be ensured.
For this purpose gender budgeting would be introduced in
phiases,

[ have outlined = long list ol action points, which my
Government intends 1o take op. Through these
proncuncements the prinmises rmade in the manifesto have
becn transformed into formal policy stalemenis. [ am happy
io note the sweep and comprehensivencss of the proposals
for change and development and this indicates the clear
viston of my Government. | am confidet that these solenin
policy commitments would be translated into practice. The

mission undertaken by my Government Is huge and the
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1asks are grynad, made daunting by the financial situation,
But my Government 1s confident that with the help of the
peaple of Kerala, it can fulll {ts promises. Tean assure You
thar my Govermunent will ook back only to leam and will
look ahead solely to perform. My Government will not only
wipe the tears from every eve but also bring smiles to every
face.

JAT HIND





